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Abstract - The most hazardous event of the present century is rapid degradation of environmental quality. The population 
explosion creates situation like more people needing more food, more energy and more things of daily use, such as housing, 
cl6thing and automobiles. As a result, we use more water resources, fertilizers, pesticides and sophisticated machines for 
production and in turn, increase the level of air pollution, water pollution, soil pollution, noise pollution besides disturbing 
balance between biotic and a biotic components in the ecosystem. All these conditions cause diseases. Similarly, the 
indiscriminate use of renewable and non-renewable physical resources leads to severe problems. 
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Lack of environmental awareness about preservation 
and conservation of. .environment effectively add. 
fuel to fire. All --these are greatly responsible' for 
rapid degradation of the environmental quality at 
grass root level. If similar situation continues in the 
near future, the entire human civilization will face 
disastrous situation in various spheres. At this 
juncture the only alternative is to create 
environmental awareness among the people in respect 
to protection, preservation, conservation of 
environment Further, the environmental awareness 
moves people towards environmental protection and 
improvement. All these are possible only through 
environmental education. 
Environmental Education not only educates the world 
about the natural environment and its problem; but 
also aims at developing in them the knowledge, 
attitude and skills necessary to protect the natural 
balance in. environment besides working for its 
enrichment. Environmental Education is nothing but 
teaching a man how to interact fully with the 
surrounding world; so as to improve his inner world. 
Environmental education enables one to maintain his 
life. This in turn, helps in the preservation of human 
race. It canalizes man towards diminishing natural 
resources, environmental pollution and problem of 
population explosion. As such, environmental 
education generate wide spread awareness of 
environmental problem. 
The role of teacher is to help the children as well as 
illiterate adults to know, to protect and to -enrich the 
environment. Traditionally, teacher has been regarded 
as an agent of social change and modernization. 
Children emulate their teacher and draw inspiration 
from them. A teacher therefore plays an important 
role in providing environmental awareness and 
developing a positive attitude towards environment 
among students by shaping. cognitive; affective and 
psychomotor or the • cognitive domains 
simultaneously. 
Environmental Awareness 
Awareness means having update knowledge of 
realizing the possible danger of a thing. As such, by 

environmental awareness we simply mean having the 
latest knowledge of/or visualizing the possible 
dangers, threats of environmental degradation. It 
includes making the people conscious of the physical, 
social and aesthetic aspects of the environment. These 
elements are interrelated are essential for the survival 
of humanity. Awarenss needs sensitivity. 
 
Focus on Environmental Awareness Education 
The environment awareness education lays emphasis 
on certain crucial points as alertness, location, 
conservation skill and sustainable development etc. 
Alertness includes making the person conscious about 
the physical, social and aesthetic aspects of the 
environment. Location specificity means making the 
people conscious of the situation of the particular 
location around them. Conservation emphasizes the 
judicious and balanced utilization of the resources 
rather than their increased misuse. Sustainable 
'development or' recycling of the waste material aims 
at saving natural resources, forest cover, discover 
alternative sources of energy and protecting the 
environment from being polluted and cut down green 
house gases, to protect earth from global warming. 
 
Objectives of Environmental Education 
The goal of Environmental Education is to develop a 
world population aware of, and concern about the 
environment and its associated problems which has 
the knowledge, skills, attitudes, motivations and 
commitment to work individually and collectively 
towards solutions of current problems and the 
prevention of new ones. These objectives are related 
to all levels and both formal and non-formal systems 
of Education. 
 
Environmental Awareness through Formal 
Education 
Higher education has the most important role in 
curbing environmental imbalances. It should focus on 
the sustainable development, conscription and 
recycling knowledge and skill depending upon the 
nature of the courses offered. Research activities must 
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be encouraged in this respect at the maximum. It 
should include extension works too. 
Environmental Awareness through Non-Formal 
Education 
A sizeable section of society is illiterate. They .have 
been deprived of the formal schooling. They are not 
in a position to ponder-over the environmental 
imbalances. But, still they are the user of natural 
resources without the caring for its conservation. 
They need to be educated properly. This group is 
diverse and scattered everywhere. This includes 
forest dwellers, tribals, poor, villagers etc. They are 
quite in touch with locality. So, their education for 
the environment should be locality -specified. They 
should be taught to be eco-friendly, and co-existent 
with their environment. 
 
Teacher's Role 
Education acts as a powerful tool in the socio-
economic transformation of a society, community and 
nation. It sharpens the eye of knowledge, develops 
awareness and makes mind logical. Teacher being the 
agent of social change, play an active role in shaping 
the behavior, of Children to promote desire for 
environmental awareness. Teachers adopt age/level 
specific strategies to impart environmental education. 
Apart from usual classroom teaching. teacher can 
play their significant roles as- 

1. Providing opportunity to observe local 
environment features. problems and 
phenomena and changes in community 

2. Organizing out of class activities based on 
learning on immediate environment. 

3. Co-relating the environmental issue while 
teaching the curricular subject. 

4. Creating awareness on renewal and non-
renewal resources. 

5. Enabling students to acquire basic 
knowledge and understanding of the total 
environment, its problem and role of human 
being. 

6. Encouraging students to participate in 
environmental protection activities. 

 
A Part of these the role of the teacher should be 
change according to the new paradigm of education 
embodying the spirit of science democracy, and care 
for environmental, emphasis on number of key 
elements such as learning rather than teaching, 
building capacity of critical thinking and problem 
solved in along with local specificity in the context of 
a global education. At this juncture teacher’s role 
becomes very vital. 
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