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Abstract - This paper focused on investigating the causes of poverty inNigeria and the contribution of the agricultural sector 
to economic growth and poverty reduction in the country. The specific objectives of the paper are: to highlight the 
implication of Nigeria’s population on poverty, to examine the causes of persistent poverty, to ascertain the benefit of the 
Great Green Wall (GGW) project in Nigeria and identify the relationship of agricultural sector and poverty reduction and 
suggest the way forward.  The causes of poverty in Nigeria include income inequality, long-term ethnic conflict and civil 
unrest, political instability and corruption, neglect of rural infrastructure, environmental problems, wrong economic 
orientation, rapid increase in population, over-dependence on oil exports, macroeconomic shocks and policy failure and 
burden of debt. The agricultural sector has contributed positively and consistently to economic growth and poverty reduction 
in Nigeria. The GGW project was earlier incorporated into the Nigeria’s vision 2020 with the sole aim of diversifying 
Nigeria’s economy from over dependence on oil to agriculture and creating an enabling and sustainable environment for the 
purpose of checkmating desert encroachment and global warming.  The GGW project is to enhance the economic 
transformation of the nation and improve the livelihoods of citizenry which requires that the risk and vulnerability in the 
drought and desert encroaching States are addressed. The idea is that the project will principally check not only the 
advancement of desertification but also erosion as well as restore ecobalance and create sustainable jobs for thousands of our 
youths who are without jobs.  The contribution of agriculture is examined through the roles of the sector in the economy, 
which can be summarized in five inter-sectoral linkages - food, labour, market, domestic savings and foreign exchange. The 
most basic of these roles is, perhaps the supply of food for both domestic consumption and export. The sector requires 
further attention based on available potentials relative to its past contributions. The paper makes the following 
recommendations on the way forward: The country should be part of the biggest exporters of a variety of products; 
agriculture should be tailored to provide tons of food, jobs and raw materials for other sectors of the economy, more 
intervention by Government in investing in basic infrastructures such as roads, and electricity.The timely and sustainable 
funding of the GGW project will help control the desert encroachment as well as creating jobs for youth and women in 
Nigeria. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
  
Nigeria is an agrarian country of about 92.4 million 
hectares of land with a population of over 160 million 
people of which over 70% live in the rural areas 
(Oyibe and Shebayan, 2013). The country has rich 
vegetation and abundant water resource, capable of 
supporting a large population of livestock. The 
country has about 79 million hectares of arable land, 
over 3.14 million hectares of irrigable land, 267.7 
billion m3/year of surface water which can be used 
for irrigation; 14 million m3 of surface water, 57.9 
billion m3 of underground water (Oyibe and 
Shebayan, 2013). About two-third of the population 
live below the national poverty line (Anam, 2014).  It 
is irony indeed that Nigeria, a vast agricultural 
country ‘endowed with substantial natural resources’ 
which include: about 79 million hectares of arable 
land; fresh water resource covering about 12million 
hectares, 853 kilometers of coastline and an 
ecological diversity which could enables the country 
to produce a wide variety of crops and livestock, 
forestry and fisheries products should   find itself in 
the group of Low-Income Food-Deficit Countries 
(LIFDCS) in Africa. Agriculture as an important 
sector of the economy has high potentials for 
employment generation, food security and poverty 

reduction. Unfortunately, most of these potentials 
have remained largely untapped notwithstanding the 
numerous programmes and policies of past 
governments (FGN, 2008).  One quarter of the 
world’s people continue to live in absolute poverty 
unable to meet their most basic needs and surviving 
on less than a dollar a day, the world Bank’s 
International poverty line (Egwakhe etal., 2009). 
Over one hundred million children of school age are 
denied the right to basic education, and in Sub-
Saharan Africa the absolute and proportionate 
number of children out of school is rising (Anam, 
2014). 
 
The top five countries in the world, in terms of 
numbers of poor, are India (with 33 percent of the 
world’s poor), China (13 percent), Nigeria (7 
percent), Bangladesh (6 percent) and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (5 percent), which together are 
home to nearly 760 million of the world’s poor 
(http://www.vanguardngr.com/2014/04/440695).Pove
rty is not a simple and straightforward concept; rather 
it is complex, dynamic and multi-dimensional in 
nature. The phenomenon presents itself as a situation 
of pronounced deprivation of all kinds which could 
be material or non-material in nature. As far as 
operational definition is concerned, the understanding 
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of poverty has evolved considerably from a simple 
notion of low income and low consumption, 
characterized by poor nutrition and poor living 
conditions. It is becoming more apparent that poverty 
is far-more complex than material deprivation with 
mere emphasis on income. This traditional notion of 
income poverty has thus given way to the idea of 
human poverty. The concept of human poverty is an 
attempt towards having a comprehensive 
understanding of poverty, having realized the 
multidimensionality of the phenomenon.  
Early definitions of poverty distinguished between 
absolute poverty and relative poverty. Absolute 
poverty (also known as extreme poverty or 
destitution) in developing nations means having a 
household income of less than U.S. $1 per day. It is 
characterized by low calorie intake, poor housing 
conditions, inadequate health facilities, poor quality 
of educational facilities, low life expectancy, high 
infant mortality, low income, unemployment, and 
underemployment. Relative poverty is the condition 
of having fewer resources or less income than others 
within a society or country, or compared to 
worldwide averages. 
 
The National Policy on Poverty Eradication in 
Nigeria (2000) summarized the main attributes of 
poverty as follows: not having enough food to eat, 
poor drinking water, poor nutrition, unfit housing, a 
high rate of infant mortality, low life expectancy, 
inadequate health care, lack of productive assets, lack 
of economic infrastructure, inability to participate in 
decision making process, state of powerlessness and 

helplessness, despair (and thus inability to protect 
oneself against economic, social, cultural, and 
political discrimination and marginalization), 
deprivation and lack of rights, defenselessness, 
insecurity, vulnerability and exposure to risks, shocks 
and stress.The specific objectives of the paper are: to 
highlight the implication of Nigeria’s population in 
poverty, to examine the causes of persistent poverty 
in Nigeria, to ascertain the benefits of the Great 
Green Wall (GGW) project in Nigeria, identify the 
relationship of the agricultural sector and poverty 
reduction and suggest the way forward. 
 
II. NIGERIA'S POPULATION IN POVERTY 
 
The rate of poverty in Nigeria has worsened since the 
late 1990s.Poverty has risen in Nigeria, with almost 
100 million people living on less than a $1a day. 
About 70% of Nigerians lived in poverty in 2010 - 
this figure had risen from 54.7% in 2004 (NBS, 
2012).Table 1 shows that the proportion of Nigerians 
that lived in poverty within the period reported 
increased every year, although it declined between 
1985 and 1992, and between 1996 and 2004.  
Poverty in Nigeria is especially severe in rural areas 
(Sodangi, 2011), where social services and 
infrastructure are limited or non-existent. Majority of 
those who live in rural areas are poor and depend on 
agriculture for food and income. Table 2 indicates 
that as at 2005, a majority (63.8%) of Nigerians that 
lived in poverty was in rural areas and was more in 
the northern part of the country. 

 
Table 1: Relative poverty in Nigeria (1980 – 2010) 

Year  Poverty  
Incidence (%) 

Estimated 
population (millions)  

Population in  
poverty (millions) 

1980 27.2 65.0 17.1 
1985 46.3 75.0 34.7 
1992 42.7 91.5 39.2 
1996 65.6 102.3 67.1 
2004 54.7 126.3 68.7 
2010 69.9 163.0 112.5 
Source: NBS (2012) 

 
Table 2:  Poverty rate by urban/rural sector and zone (2004) 

Sector  % 
Urban  43.1 
Rural  63.8 
Zone  % 
North Central 63.0 
North East  67.3 
North West 63.9 
South East 34.2 
South South 51.1 
South West 43.0 
Total  54.7 
Source: NBS (2005) 
 
The top five countries in the world, in terms of numbers of poor, are India (with 33 percent of the world’s poor), 
China (13 percent), Nigeria (7 percent), Bangladesh (6 percent) and the Democratic Republic of Congo (5 
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percent), which together are home to nearly 760 million of the world’s poor (World 
Bank,2014;http://www.vanguardngr.com/2014/04/440695).  
 
Abreakdown of Food, Absolute and Relative Poor and Dollar per day in Nigeria is presented in Table 3.As 
already indicated, majority of those who live in rural areas are poor and depend on agriculture for food and 
income. About 90% of the country’s food is produced by small-scale farmers who cultivate tiny plots of land 
(Sodangi, 2011). Surveys show that across the country, 44% of male farmers and 72% of female farmers 
cultivate less than 1 ha per household (IFAD, 2007). 
  

Table 3: Urban/Rural incidence of poverty by different poverty measures in Nigeria (including food poor) 
Sector  Food poor Absolute poor Relative poor Dollar/day 
Urban  21.7 52.0 61.8 52.4 
Rural  48.3 66.1 73.2 66.3 
Source: Nigeria Poverty Profile (2012) 
 
For a country with massive wealth, plenty of natural resources such as oil and a large population to support 
commerce, the level of poverty remains unacceptable.  
 

Table 4: Zonal incidence of poverty by different poverty measures (%) 
 
Zone  

Food poor Absolute poor Relative poor Dollar per day 

North Central 38.6 59.5 67.5 59.7 
North East  51.5 69.0 76.3 69.1 
North West 51.8 70.0 77.7 70.4 
South East 41.0 58.7 67.0 59.2 
South South 35.5 55.9 63.8 56.1 
South West 25.4 49.8 59.1 50.1 
Source: NBS Nigeria Poverty Profile (2012) 
 
III. CAUSES OF PERSISTENT POVERTY IN 
NIGERIA 
 
A combination of several factors contributes to 
poverty. They include the following: 
 
1. Income inequality 
Income inequality worsened from 0.4296 to 0.4470 
between 2004 and 2010 (Table 5). This is correlated 
with differential access to infrastructure and 
amenities. In particular, there are more rural poor 
than urban poor (Aigbokhan, 2000;Sodangi,2011). 
This results from the composition of Nigeria's 
economy, especially the energy (oil) and agriculture 
sectors. Oil exports contribute significantly to 
government revenues and about 15% of GDP, despite 

employing only a fraction of the population. 
Agriculture, however, contributes about 45% of GDP, 
and employs close to 90% of the rural population 
(IFAD, 2007). 
 
The World Bank report (2000) shows that Nigeria has 
the worse income distribution pattern in Africa. It 
was revealed that 40% of Nigeria’s wealth is shared 
among just 10% of the national population while 60% 
is shared among the remaining 90%. The lowest 10% 
of Nigerians share a paltry 1% of the nation’s wealth. 
Policies are not conscious of the need to ensure the 
use of the main assets owned by the poor and of the 
importance of equitable distribution of income. 
Polarization in distribution appears to contribute to 
increased poverty. 

Table 5: Income inequalities by area of residence and geopolitical zone  (2004 and 2010) 
 2004 2010 % change 
National  0.4296 0.4470 4.1 
Area of residence     
Rural  0.4239 0.4334 2.2 
Urban  0.4154 0.4328 4.2 
Geo-political zone    
North Central 0.4459 0.422 -5.2 
North East  0.4114 0.4468 8.6 
North West 0.4028 0.4056 0.7 
South East 0.376 0.4442 18.1 
South South 0.3849 0.434 12.8 
South West 0.4088 0.4097 0.2 
Source: NBS (2012) 
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2. Long-term ethnic conflict and civil unrest 
Nigeria has historically experienced much ethnic 
conflicts. With the return to civilian rule in 1999, 
militants from religious and ethnic groups have 
become markedly more violent.While this unrest has 
its roots in poverty and economic competition (BBC, 
2012), its economic and human damages further 
escalate the problems of poverty. 
Poverty and violence are often closely interconnected 
(Sodangi, 2011). Both religious and ethnic tensions 
continue to brew in different parts of Nigeria, 
erupting into outbreaks of violence and leading in 
turn to a situation of escalating poverty and 
malnutrition. The incessant unrest and attacks by 
insurgents have created an increase in poverty levels 
in the country. With violence, people are forced to 
migrate and are faced with the challenge of 
resettlement. Examples abound, as there are several 
cases of internally displaced persons who have now 
become a part of the poverty-stricken populace in 
Nigeria. 
 
3. Political instability and corruption 
Issues such as political instability, military 
dictatorship, tribal sentiments and corruption 
constitute a fertile ground for the growth of poverty 
in the society. Nigerian politics has been described as 
politics of personal rule - a distinctive type of 
political system in which the rivalries and struggles of 
powerful and willful men, rather than impersonal 
institutions, ideologies, public policies, or class 
interests are fundamental in shaping political life. It is 
monopolistic politics as against pluralistic or 

multiparty politics. It is the politics of big men who 
are a considerable distance from the ordinary people. 
When the ordinary people are eventually 
remembered, a not-well-thought-of system is put in 
place to alleviate their sufferings. At the end the 
beneficiaries of the systems are the same big 
politicians.Nigeria's large population and historic 
ethnic instability has led to the adoption of a federal 
government. The resultant fiscal decentralization 
provides Nigeria’s state and local governments 
considerable autonomy, including responsibility for 
providing public services (Aigbokhan, 2000).The 
lack of a stringent regulatory and monitoring system 
has allowed for rampant corruption. This has 
hindered past poverty alleviation efforts since 
resources which could pay for public goods or 
directed towards investment are being 
misappropriated. 
 
4. Neglect of rural infrastructure 
Rural infrastructure in Nigeria has long been 
neglected. Investments in health, education and water 
supply have largely been focused on the cities. As a 
result, the rural population has extremely limited 
access to services such as schools and health centres, 
and about half of the population lacks access to safe 
drinking water (Table 6). The table shows that 
processed water is only 56%; 40% of households 
depend on non-processed water. The table also 
implies that the rate of development of water 
infrastructure is very different in urban and rural 
areas. Limited education opportunities and poor 
health perpetuate the poverty cycle. 

 
Table 6: Water development environment in Nigeria 

Background characteristics Household based  Population based 
Urban  Rural  Total  Urban  Rural  Total  

Treated  Bottled  6.0 0.4 2.4 4.4 0.3 1.6 
 Other  75.1 45.3 55.9 75.4 43.6 54.2 
Non-treated  Bottled  0.9 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.1 0.3 
 Other  14.6 53.4 39.6 16.9 55.5 42.6 
Other   3.3 0.7 1.7 2.7 0.5 1.2 
Total   100 100 100 100 100 100 
Source: National Population Commission (NPC) (2009) 

Nigeria’s rural road network is one of the least 
developed in sub-Saharan Africa (IFAD, 2007). The 
poor tend to live in isolated villages that can become 
virtually inaccessible during the rainy seasons. When 
there is post-harvest marketable surplus, it is not 
always easy to reach the markets. Limited 
accessibility has also cut off small-scale farmers from 
sources of inputs, equipment and new technology. 
 
5. Environmental problems 
As the population swells and puts pressure on 
diminishing resources, escalating environmental 
problems further threaten food production. Land 
degradation, as a result of extensive agriculture, 
deforestation and overgrazing, is already at an 

alarming level in many parts of the country. Drought 
has become common in the north, while in the south 
and south-east erosion provoked by heavy rains, 
floods and oil pollution is a major problem. 
Environmental degradation is a cause of accentuated 
poverty and vice versa. For poor people in Nigeria, as 
in other poor countries, a number of environmental 
resources are complimentary in production and 
consumption to other goods and services while a 
number supplement income especially in times of 
economic stress. 
 
6. Economic orientation 
For  most  people  in  Nigeria,  the  propensity  to  
consume  is  higher than the propensity to save. 
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People hardly make substantial savings to invest in 
other sections of the economy because their resources 
are limited. Also, poor people hardly get credit from 
banks due to lack of collaterals. Nigerians’ attitude to 
life and business can sometimes undermine progress. 
There were cases during the early implementation of 
the People’s Bank of Nigeria when people regarded 
the bank loans as free money or “national cake”. This 
group of people never intended to return the loans 
and, of course, they did not make good economic use 
of them. A lot of Nigerians prefer a luxurious and 
make-belief lifestyle to a simple, committed and 
focused one. 
 
7. Rapid increase in population 
Rapid and uncontrolled birth rate among low-income 
earners has contributed to the poverty level in the 
country. As the population increases and puts 
pressure on diminishing resources, escalating 
environmental problems further threaten food 
production. With average annual growth rate of 2.4% 
in population and 2.4% in labour force (Nwachukwu 
and Ezeh, 2007), Nigeria is yet to be out of the 
woods.  
 
8. Over-dependence on oil exports 
The1967 to 1970 civil war in Nigeria coincided with 
the oil boom era, which resulted in extensive 
exploration and exportation of petroleum and neglect 
of its strong agriculture in favour of an unhealthy 
dependence on oil (United States Department of 
State, 2005). The neglect of the agricultural sector 
and the dependence of Nigeria on a mono-cultural 
crude oil based economy had not augured well for the 
well-being of the Nigerian economy. 

Nigeria has been depending on oil as the major 
foreign exchange earner for decades. Mustapha et. al. 
(2007) reported that the oil sector accounted for only 
22% of the Gross Domestic Product but provided 
about 80% of government revenue and over 96% of 
export earnings in Nigeria. The neglect in the 
agricultural sector must be addressed if Nigeria must 
chart a way forward. Moreover, the process of oil 
extraction has resulted in significant pollution, which 
further harms the agricultural sector. 
 
9. Importation of food items  
Nigeria once a major exporter of certain food 
commodities such as cassava, groundnut, palm oil 
and palm kernel, etc. now is a major importer of food 
commodities. The import bill for food items in 
Nigeria is exceptionally high and is growing at an 
unsustainable rate of 11% per annum 
(www.gamji.com). Ironically, Nigeria is importing 
what it can produce in abundance. This trend is to the 
disadvantage of Nigerian farmers and is displacing 
local production. Table 8 shows the trend in import 
by some products between 2004 and 2008 while 
Table 9 shows the food imports and growth rate. It 
can be observed that increase in importation has 
become obvious after mid-2000s. The trend of import 
volume and cost of main food shows a large share of 
wheat, which is not produced large quantities in 
Nigeria. With regard to rice, although the import 
volume reduced tremendously like the wheat in 2008, 
it is leveling around 1million ton / 300 million dollar 
(however, slightly less than 400 million dollar 
in2007). This is enough to give impact to the 
domestic rice production, which is around 3 to 4 
million tons. 

 
Table 8: Trends in import by some products in Nigeria (2004 – 2008) 

Importation  Million tons Million dollars 
 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 
Wheat  2.61 3.71 3.24 7.80 1.13 476 654.3 653.4 2,179 671.2 
Sugar  0.47 0.46 0.29 0.15 0.40 105 130 105.5 56.5 170.1 
Rice  1.35 1.04 0.96 0.97 0.19 297 319.2 291.3 394.5 85.2 
Palm oil 0.27 0.30 0.31 0.38 0.46 279 343.6 351.5 444.0 538.5 
FAOSTAT, Nigeria (2009) 
 

Table 9: Food import  and growth rate 
Year  1990 - 1992 1995 - 1997 2000 - 2002 2005 - 2007 
Food import ($ dollars) 7,370 8,115 7,511 24,021 
Growth rate (%)  1.9 - 1.5 23.3 
Source: FAO food profile food security indicator, Nigeria (2012) 
 
10. Macroeconomic shocks and policy failure 
Macroeconomic shocks and policy failure account for poverty largely because they constrain the poor from 
using their greatest asset (i.e. labour). Also, monetary policies that adversely affect and access to credit by the 
poor; fiscal policy which results in retrenchment, lay off and factor substitution; exchange rate policy which 
raises the domestic cost of production in an import-dependent production system will affect the poor negatively. 
 
11. Debt burden  
Debt burden causes poverty. In countries that are burdened with debt, servicing of such debts encroaches on the 
volume of resources needed for development. 
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IV. CONTRIBUTIONS OF AGRICULTURE TO 
ECONOMIC GROWTH AND POVERTY 
REDUCTION IN NIGERIA 
 
The relatively diverse variety of climatic conditions 
in Nigeria makes it possible to raise a wide range of 
crops across the country. The climate varies from the 
desert-like and savanna in the north and central 
regions to the thick rain forests of the southern 
region. The major crops grown in economic 
quantities in Nigeria are cowpeas, sesame, cashew 
nuts, cassava, cocoa beans, groundnuts, gum Arabic, 
kolanut, maize, millet, oil palm, plantain and banana, 
rice, rubber, sorghum, soybeans and yams. 
The contributions of agriculture to economic growth 
and poverty reduction can be examined through the 
roles of the sector in the economy. These roles can be 
summarized in five inter-sectoral linkages; food, 
labour, market, domestic savings and foreign 
exchange. Also, the Great Green Wall (GGW) 
Project, which is the Nigeria component of the Great 
Green Wall of the Sahara and the Sahel Initiative 
(GGWSSI) shall be briefly ex-rayed as it aims to, 
among other things, reduce poverty in the country. 
 
1. Supply of food for both domestic consumption 
and export 
The most basic role of the agricultural sector to 
poverty reduction is, perhaps, the supply of food for 
both domestic consumption and export. Direct 
contributions of food production can be through 
income generated from sales of farm produce and 
returns from economic activities related to 
production; or indirectly from increased capacity to 
partake in any form of economic activity through 
improved diet. Anyawu et al. (2010) found that 
production of major staples in Nigeria contributed 
significantly to GDP growth (except wheat) between 
1990 and 2001. Also, the agriculture sector 
contributes to economic growth through provision of 
better caloric intake and food availability. The 
attainment of global food security and reduction of 
hunger hinges largely on this singular role.  
According to FAO (2005), agriculture can facilitate 
the attainment of all 8 MDGs through the direct or 
indirect linkages to food availability and poverty 
reduction. In 2008, UNDP reported that the 12.6% 
reduction recorded in the proportion of underweight 
children between 1990 and 2008 can be attributed 
largely to growth in the agriculture sector in Nigeria 
(UNDP, 2008).  
With a population of over 170 million and growing, 
Nigeria needs to provide enough food for her growing 
population and also export to earn foreign exchange.  
 
2. Provision of markets 
Results of several studies (Irz et al., 2001; Thirtle et 
al., 2001) show that an increase in agriculture growth 
results in an increase in the income level of the 

poorest of the population. Also, results from cross-
country regressions among developing countries 
show that $1 increase in GDP results in significantly 
more poverty reduction when the growth is in 
agriculture rather than other sectors (Lipton, 2012). 
This sectoral growth increases the incomes and 
therefore purchasing power of farmers resulting in a 
vibrant domestic market for other sectors, hence 
growth in the economy.  
 
3. Increased domestic savings 
Agriculture contributes to economic growth by 
increasing the incomes of majority of the population 
thereby strengthening their saving capacity. Results 
from an IFPRI publication on Ethiopia’s growth and 
transformation plan shows that increased domestic 
savings is imperative to the achievement of higher 
total productivity (Engida et al., 2011).  
Obayelu (2012) found that domestic saving is low 
among rural dwellers/farmers in Nigeria. He 
highlighted the effect of high expenditure on food, 
which is a consequence of low income due to low 
productivity, on saving capacities of the farming 
households in the study. This implies that domestic 
savings largely influences the growth path of the 
economy.  
 
4. Foreign exchange earning  
After oil, agriculture is the second highest foreign 
exchange earner for the country. In the agricultural 
sector, cocoa is the highest foreign exchange earner, 
with Nigeria producing more than 200,000 tons of 
cocoa per annum (Aikhionbare, 2016). 
 
5. Employment of labour 
Agriculture is the single highest employer of labour 
in Nigeria, most especially in the rural areas. Many 
young people are picking up agriculture as an 
alternative after leaving school. 
 
IV. GREAT GREEN WALL (GGW) PROJECT 
 
To combat the effects climate change and 
desertification, Africa flagged off an initiative known 
as the Great Green Wall of the Sahara and the Sahel 
Initiative (GGWSSI). Led by the African Union, the 
initiative aims to transform the lives of millions of 
people by creating a line of trees from east to west 
through the African desert. The vision of GGWSI has 
evolved into that of a mosaic of interventions 
addressing the challenges of people in the sahel and 
sahara (www.youtube.com). 
 
As a programming tool for rural development, the 
overall goal of GGWSSI is to strengthen the 
resilience of the region’s people and natural systems 
with sound ecosystem management, the protection of 
the rural heritage and the improvement of the living 
conditions of the local population. Contributing to 
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improved local incomes, the GGWSSI promises to be 
a global answer to the combined effect of natural 
resource degradation and drought in rural areas. It 
supports the efforts of local communities in the 
sustainable management and use of forest rangelands 
and other natural resources in the dry lands, as it 
seeks to contribute to climate change mitigation and 
adaptation as well as improve food security in sahara 
and sahel. 
 
In Nigeria the project, known as the Great Green 
Wall (GGW) Project aims to address desertification, 
enhance natural resource management and provide 
ecosystem integrity in the dry land in some states in 
the northern part of the country. The project entails 
planting of a wall of trees to combat desertification in 
frontlines states (Olukayode, 2014) and provide 
employment and empowerment to millions of youth 
and women. It will enhance the economic 
transformation of the nation and improve the 
livelihoods of citizenry which requires that the risk 
and vulnerability in the drought and desert 
encroaching states are addressed. The idea is that the 
project will principally check not only the 
advancement of desertification but also erosion as 
well as restore ecobalance and create sustainable jobs 
for thousands of our jobless youths. 
 The GGW project is an effort to eliminate poverty 
and create wealth for the people and help to reduce 
unemployment and rehabilitate over two million 
hectares of degraded land and improve agricultural 
productivity. Since trees take carbon dioxide from the 
air, planting large scale trees will help absorb excess 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere thereby 
contributing its quota in checking the effect of ozone 
layer depletion and its consequences on global 
warming. 
 
V. THE WAY FORWARD 
 

1. Governments at all levels should focus on 
enhancement and improvement of access to 
social services, including health and education. 

2. The federal government should cut down on 
the huge amounts of money in foreign 
currency that is spent on subsidizing food 
imports. A sure way of achieving this is for the 
country to produce food to cater for her 
population and also feed other nations. 

3. With the dwindling of oil prices in the 
international market, this is the right time for 
Nigeria to diversify its economy. In the quest 
for diversification, agriculture seems to be the 
most sustainable way forward. 

4. To increase agricultural output, the current 
traditional methods of cultivation should be 
replaced with modern mechanized methods. 

5. Government at all levels should embark on 
deliberate, conscious and continuous effort to 
support and advise small-scale farmers on how 
to increase productivity. 

6. Exchange rate policy should aim at boosting 
exports, particularly those in which the poor 
are predominantly engaged such as agriculture. 

7. Good governance can generate a viable society 
with the basic needs of the people being taken 
care of and adequate provision of resources 
and infrastructure that will raise the standard 
of living of reduce poverty. 

8. Government should assist farmers gain access 
to loans and other production assets 

9. Government should show commitment in the 
timely and sustainable funding of the Great 
Green Wall project. 

CONCLUSION  
 
The role of agriculture in bringing Nigeria out of 
poverty cannot be overemphasized. As it stands now, 
this role is in the ascendancy because of the current 
fall in oil prices. The government should do well to 
build on the previous administration in the area of 
agriculture. Also, the citizenry of Nigeria should 
focus more on agriculture because it is extremely 
important, highly sustainable and, sadly, largely 
under explored. 
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