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Abstract - This paper presents the method of Chinese cultural diplomacy on Thailand. In view of China’s aggressive pursuit 

of its policy on various fronts, it needs a softpower approach in the form of cultural diplomacy to improve its image. 
Confucius Institute is the focal point of Chinese cultural diplomatic function in Thailand.  Because of Thailand’s 
geographical location as an important port for China's imports and exports, it is the key partner of China's trade and 
investment in Southeast Asia.  Thailand has a very important position in China’s economic and security policy. China wants 
to use Chinese language teaching methods to spread Chinese cultural thoughts and values to Thai society  partly because 
Thailand and China have had close relations ever since historical time. This becomes social capital for China. Chinese 
language proficiancy is deemed important to some groups of Thai people. It also would deepen Thai people’s understanding 
of Chinese thought and culture.  It could be a channel for China to spread its positive image.Therefore, China established the 

Confucius Institute in Thailand to develop cultural diplomacy and achieve diplomatic ambition. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

International cultural relations are an important part 

of international relations. Especially with the end of 

the cold war, culture has highlighted its irreplaceable 

role in international relations. More and more 

countries are paying more attention to the 

development of cultural relations between countries. 

Since the reform and opening up of Xiaoping Deng, 

China has intensified cultural diplomacy. The 15th 
national congress of the communist party of China 

has made important indicators for cultural exchanges 

with other countries. In recent years, with China’s 

large-scale cultural exchange activities held around 

the world, the promotion of Chinese cultural activities 

overseas continues to be successful and gain more 

and more widespread recognition.The market and 

influence of Chinese culture are constantly 

expanding, and cultural diplomacy with cultural 

exchanges as the carrier is playing an increasingly 

important role and has made great achievements. 

 

As the most important communication tool and 
cultural carrier of human beings, language has 

become the bond of enhancing understanding and 

friendship between people of all countries. With the 

increasingly extensive and in-depth exchanges 

between China and other countries in the world, the 

cultural value and use value of the Chinese language 

are also improving, and Chinese learning has 

attracted the attention of more and more countries and 

people. For the development of friendly relations 

between China and the countries of the world, 

enhance the understanding of Chinese language and 

culture, people all over the world to provide 
convenient, excellent learning learning conditions, 

the Chinese Hanban will have demand in the world, 

the conditional construction of several countries to 

carry out Chinese teaching Chinese and spreading 

Chinese national culture as the main content of 

“Confucius institute”, and set up the Confucius 

Institute headquarters in Beijing, China, attaches 

great importance to by many countries and regions. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

In different periods, China’s foreign policy toward 

Southeast Asia is different. Differences in division of 

geographical territories, exchanges of economic and 

trade, etc. will all affect China's strategic policies 

toward Southeast Asia. Taylor Fravel said that China 
is the main force behind the geopolitical and 

economic reconfiguration that is taking place in 

Southeast Asia.]China is gradually becoming an 

emerging force that affects the world's energy. Is the 

order of the new world competition or cooperation? 

Much depends on China's attitude and strategic plan. 

The reason why China is now vigorously developing 

and focusing on cooperation in Southeast Asia is 

energy resource competition, the struggle for oil and 

gas resource lead to the cooperation between China 

and Asean. It also proves that China recently visited 

Myanmar, the Philippines, and Indonesia to discuss 
energy cooperation, but he also pointed out that 

China is aware of the importance of Southeast 

Asia’s international political situation. Zhao Hong, 

a senior research fellow at the National University of 

Singapore’s East Asian Institute (EAI), explains 

that Asean countries have “played a significant part 

in mediating relations between major powers and 

shaping a new regional order in Asia”. 

Zhang Zhexin, Researcher at the Shanghai Institutes 

for International Studies (SIIS) and a Non-Resident at 

the Charhar Institute published China’s 

International Strategy and Its Implications for 
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Southeast Asiawhich points that although China is an 

image of revisionism and hegemonism, he still 
chooses the road of peaceful to rise and keep 

continuity instead of change. However, with the 

change of world geopolitics, regional stability is 

gradually improved, the global economy is 

developing together, and China needs to keep friendly 

relation with Southeast Asia. The implemented 

policies not only help to realize the Chinese dream, 

but also contribute to the global peace and 

development, as well as regional stability and 

integration. 

An article called ASEAN’s Defense Diplomacy and 

China’s Military Diplomacy mentioned that Under 

the leadership of Xi Jinping, China needs a peaceful 
and stable regional environment and friendly regional 

relations. Therefore, maintaining friendly relations 

with Southeast Asia is very necessary, and the reason 

for China's participation in ADMM'plus is justified. 

China’s policy toward Southeast Asia has not 

changed. Although it has experienced financial crisis, 

China is still continued its charm offensive to the 

ASEAN States to establish Maritime Silk Road. 

China’s strategic goal is very simple – -national 

rejuvenation, China hopes to become a great leading 

power in 2050 In order to achieve this goal, China 

needs a stable international environment. 

Yan Xuetong, a prominent Chinese scholar, proposes 

that China should put its diplomatic focus on its 
periphery.Therefore, China pays so much attention to 

the friendly relations with neighboring countries. He 

also mentioned the keyword: vulnerability and 

sensitivity, because the gap in national power has 

caused such a result. For example, China has 

prevented the 2012 ASEAN countries from issuing 

joint statements at the summit. In addition, 

interference from external factors, for example, any 

international action with the United States may affect 

the relationship between the two countries. Paul J. 

Bolt said While the future is uncertain, Southeast 

Asian countries have shown a talent for maintaining 
their autonomy and freedom of action in a variety of 

shifting circumstances.While Southeast Asia is 

striving to maintain its position in the region, it must 

also adapt to China's growing strength. For Southeast 

Asia, it is becoming more and more difficult to 

maintain this balance. The potential threat of the 

Chinese in Southeast Asia is gradually increasing. 

Southeast Asia should also strive to break the status  

and change the predicament. Economic mercantilism 

believes that China can exercise its energy security 

policy as an instrument to strengthen its revisionist 
ambitions and challenge the dominant position of the 

United States in Asia. Therefore, China must 

strengthen its ties with Southeast Asia. 

The study of the national image is still a new field in 

today's society. At present, there is not a completely 

unified understanding in the academic world. 

Professor Li Shouyuan defines the national image 

from an external perspective: the shape and 

appearance of a sovereign country and nation on the 
world stage and the reflection of public opinion in the 

international environment.From the perspective of 

communication, Professor Xu Xiaoge believes that 

the national image is an image formed by a country in 

the flow of international news.Professor Guan Wenhu 

believes that the national image is a complex from 

both inside and outside. He is the overall evaluation 

and affirmation given by the external public and the 

internal public of the country to the country itself, 

state behavior, national activities and achievements.In 

summary, the national image is the overall cognition 

and evaluation of the external public through the 
media to the political, economic, cultural, security 

and other aspects of a country.China hopes to use 

language as a medium to change and enhance China's 

international image. The "China threat theory" has 

existed for a long time. China hopes that the 

Confucius Institute can express China's positive 

image of a big country and give the public a correct 

understanding and understanding. This is one of the 

great significance of the Confucius 

Institute.Meanwhile,to show everyone that China’s 

potential threat theory is a wrong view.Therefore,this 

research would like to study the role of  Confucius 

Institute in Thailand. 
 

III. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

 

With the prosperity of international exchanges, 

diplomatic forms tend to be refined. The process of 

communication between countries is also the process 

of communication and collision of different cultures. 

The term “cultural diplomacy” firstly appeared in 

the 1934 Oxford English Dictionary. After the 1940s, 

it was advocated by American diplomatic historian 

Ralf Turner and published by Franck Ninkovic, then 

became the general meaning as we know in the 
modern times. Subsequently, cultural diplomacy, 

economic diplomacy, political diplomacy and 

security diplomacy complement each other and 

organized the diplomatic strategy. Huntington, a 

famous American international relations scholar, 

believes that culture determines the different people's 

mutual recognition. Different countries have different 

forms of cultural diplomacy. American political 

scientist Milton Cummings defines cultural 

diplomacy as “the exchange of ideas, information, 

art, and other cultures between nations and among 

people in order to promote mutual understanding. But 

when a country focuses on promoting its national 
language, and trying to interpret its national policies 

or opinions and tell its story to other countries, 

‘Cultural diplomacy’ is more of a two-way 

diplomacy than a one-way communication. But 

cultural diplomacy is a certain strategy, it has been 

regarded a tool to achieve some aims from one 

country to another country.” 
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According to French international affairs expert Louis 

Dollot, the idea of cultural diplomacy stems from the 
evolution of cultural relations, and the most direct 

manifestation of cultural relations is cultural 

exchange. Most of the subjects of early cultural 

exchanges are businessmen and travelers.  

 

The nature of this kind of communication is 

characterized by spontaneousness and small scale, 

and does not have the function of diplomacy. 

Therefore, cultural diplomacy originates from cultural 

relations, but cultural diplomacy is “higher” than 

cultural relations. The so-called "higher" refers to the 

diplomatic functions that cultural diplomacy has the 

very obvious aim, that is, the basic elements such as 
subject, object, performer and goal. The essential 

difference between the two is that cultural diplomacy 

emphasizes the role of the government as a subject in 

foreign cultural relations. 

 

The US Department of State's Bureau of Education 

and Cultural Affairs' gave a definition of cultural 

diplomacy in its report is "the key to public 

diplomacy, a way in which cultural thoughts in the 

country can be well expressed." The UK began to pay 

attention to cultural diplomacy earlier. On March 20, 

1935, the function of cultural diplomacy was 
elaborated when the British Council was published in 

The Times in London: Dedicated to promoting the 

overseas world to English language, literature, art, 

music, Science, the education system, and other 

aspects of our national life, thus enhancing the 

international community's goodwill towards the UK 

and maintaining a close relationship with each other.  

 

Former British retired diplomat JiM Mitchell used his 

experience to give a standard of cultural diplomacy in 

the British Council. In 1986, he published the book 
International Cultural Relations. This book defines 

cultural diplomacy as the involvement of culture in 

international associations. It is the application of 

culture to national political diplomacy and Direct 

support for economic diplomacy. 

In combination with predecessors' theory, in general, 

cultural diplomacy can be defined as initiated, 

supported or funded by national governments, and 

through the exchange of relevant cultures and ideas to 

achieve common values, including human 

commonality, to achieve short-term goals within 

limited time. 
 

IV. HYPOTHESIS 

 

Confucius Institute is the focal point of Chinese 

Cultural diplomatic function in Thailand. 

 

V. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 

 

To explore China’s cultural diplomacy towards 

Thailand. 

 

To explain Confucius Institute’s role in Chinese 

cultural diplomacy towards Thailand. 

 

VI. METHODOLOGY 

 

This research applies qualitative methods that based 

on historical findings that cover some stages，started 

from selecting topics，collecting and verifying 

data，interpreting，analyzing and 

summarizing.Firstly,as for the literary studies ,there 

are some steps to achieve it.Through books,articles 

and official online websites to collect data.A large 

amount of information comes from the official 

website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China 

and Thailand.Then verifying those data by comparing 

other materials and testing their validity. 

The establishment of the Confucius Institute is one of 

the policy contents of Chinese cultural diplomacy, 
which  could involve some state privacy, the inquiry 

and collection of written materials is limited, and the 

author chooses to use the form of interviews to 

collect first-hand information. The author will go to 

the Confucius Institute in Chulalongkong to interview 

relevant personnel to help with the research.  The 

author will interview the Thai staff ,Chinese 

volunteer teachers, and students. Ask all of them that 

the Confucius Institute’s significance for China and 

Thailand and the importance of exchanges between 

the two countries. 

 

VII. CONCLUSION 
 

The 21st century is an era of soft power competition 

among countries, and it is an era centered on cultural 

power. As a 5,000-year-old civilization, China should 

pay more attention to the culture diplomacy, 

especially in the context of economic growth and 

national strength. . The Confucius Institute is a new 

initiative in Chinese cultural diplomacy and the most 

vibrant brand of Chinese culture for Thai 

communication.  the Confucius Institute is very 

meaningful for the improvement of China's soft 

power. It realized the cultural and diplomatic strategic 
goal of letting China into Thailand and let Thailand 

understand the new China. Compared with many 

fading ancient cultures and civilizations, Chinese 

culture still maintains a relatively strong vitality, 

which fully demonstrates that its existence and 

development value is immeasurable. 

In short, the Confucius Institute promotes the spread 

of Chinese culture to Thailand through Chinese 

language teaching and cultural exchange activities, 

and enhances China's soft power. At the same time, 

we should also clearly understand that compared with 
English, French and other world languages,the 

Chinese world usage rate is still at a relatively low 

level. There are only tens of millions of people 

studying Chinese all over the world. It is difficult for 
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Chinese to obtain the right to speak in the 

international information society in a short period of 
time. The Confucius Institute's Chinese international 

promotion road has a long way to go. The 

development of the Confucius Institute is not just to 

teach Thai people to know Chinese, but also to export 

and exchange Chinese culture and cultural 

diplomacy. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE 
 

The study will provide knowledge on how language 

teaching could be used as a tool of culture diplomacy. 
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