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Abstract - This study was undertaken to appraise the evaluation of child labour on study habit and achievement in Basic 
science among selected Basic school pupils. The participants of the study comprises of pupils from selected Basic school 
pupils in Lagos Island local government area of Lagos State. The participants in the study comprised 100 pupils (54 males 
and 46 females) who were randomly selected. The study examined the extent child labour will affect study habits and 
achievement in Basic Science among the selected pupils. Two research questions and two research hypotheses were 
designed for the study. Two research instruments were employed for this study, the pupils checklist on evaluation of child 
labour on study habits and Basic Science Achievement Test (BSAT). The data collated was analyzed using pearson product 
moment correlation, it was revealed that child labour has adverse effect on the study habits of the pupils and moreso 

negatively affected the achievement of pupils in Basic Science with the female pupils having a higher number of drop outs 
and failure rate. The study recommended that extra moral classes should be introduced to children exposed to child labour by 
the curriculum planners with special reference to female pupils. It was concluded that child labour has a negative influence 
on the academic performance of the pupils where most of them were involved hawking to improve their family financial 
needs. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background to the Study 

 
In Nigeria, the main instrument for social change is 

western education. Education is the surest and 

greatest investment which a nation can depend on for 

the rapid development of its economic and human 

resources. Education is a long term measure and must 

be pursued when the nation is in dire need of 

immediate restoration of balanced economy. Nigeria 

like other nations of the world wants people who 

should contribute to the development of the nation 

through education. Such education should be 

structured to produce knowledge and skills to pursue 
cultural values and develop technologically 

(Akinlami, 2013). Child labour is not a new 

phenomenon in the History of man especially on 

African. It has been going on right from time 

immemorial. Child labour is work that is mentally, 

physically, socially or morally dangerous and harmful 

to a child and deprives the child of opportunities for 

hooting and development (UN1CEF). Child labour is 

a complex phenomenon, mostly common in rural 

areas of African and Asian countries. According to 

Chalk, Gibbons and Scarupa (2002) child labour 

constituted street hawking, farm work and domestic 
chores such as taking care of babies, fetching water 

and firewood, preparing and cooking food, individual 

cleanliness and washing. The philosophy of most 

culture in Nigeria encourages children to work with 

their families learning skills they would need as 

adults. But today, children are forced to work for 

their own and their family’s survival. The money 

earned by a child has become a significant part of 

poor families’ income. Shonk and Cicchetti (2001) 

affirmed that education is an important dimension of 

children's life. People usually associate education 
with schools; however, education also occurs in 

contexts other than school. Children learn from their 

parents, their siblings, their peers, books, watching 

television and from the computers. The objective of 

teaching Basic Science is to provide scientific 

knowledge needed for scientific research, fostering 

technology and economic growth at the society where 

they live, thus improving the standard of living of 

citizens but with the acclaimed poor students 

academic achievement this cannot be achieved in a 

situation where child labour thrive especially among 
school age children. Poor academic achievement in 

Basic science could be attributed to many factors 

among which child labour influence is paramount. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

 

Child labour is a burning problem all over the world 

both in developed and developing countries. Though 

several attempts were made and are being made to 

eradicate/mitigate child labour at national and 

international levels. Yet the magnitude has been 

increasing at an alarming rate particularly in the third 
world.  The proportion of child workers to total child 

population in different regions ranges from region to 

region. This phenomenon has been very harmful to 

social, emotional, mental, cognitive and physical 

development of Nigerian children thereby reduces 

commitment on educational studies resulting to 

truancy and academic depreciation. Child labour 
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prevalence is of negative impact on study habits as 

well as achievement in school subjects especially in 
basic science, however it is regrettable that there is 

public outcry due to poor achievement of students in 

Basic Science as evidenced by Chief Examiner’s 

report of BECE in recent years (Chief Examiner, 

2016 & 2017). The report showed that only few 

students obtained the minimum five credits. It also 

evident from the Basic Education Certificate 

Examination (BECE) in the last five years that Basic 

Science students result have been poor (NECO, 2016 

& BSEB, 2017). Most of the failures recorded in 

students’ performance in Basic Science attributed to 

inadequate exposure of students to activities, 
inadequate preparation and inability to comprehend 

questions, lack of effective methods of teaching 

science subject, involvement in child labour activities 

and lack of qualified science teachers (Balarabe, 

2016). 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

 

The purpose of the study is to examine the evaluation 

of child labour on the study habits and achievement 

in Basic Science among Basic Schools in Lagos 
Island. This study specifically seeks to: 

a. examine the extent to which child labour will 

affect study habits among selected Basic School 

pupils. 

b. evaluate impact of child labour on achievement 

in Basic Science. 

 

1.4 Research Questions 

 

The following questions were raised to guide the 

study: 

a. Would there be any significant relationship 
between child labour and study habits among the 

participants?  

b. Would there be any significant relationship 

between child labour and achievement in Basic 

Science among the participants?  

 

1.5 Research Hypotheses 

 

The following null hypotheses were tasted in the 

course of the study: 

1. H0: There is no significant relationship between 
child labour and study habit scores among the 

participants. 

2. H0: There is no significant relationship between 

child labour and achievement in Basic Science 

scores among participants. 

 

II. METHODOLOGY 

 

The study adopts descriptive survey research design. 

The population of the study comprises pupils of 

selected basic schools in Lagos Island. The study 

sample comprised 100 pupils who were randomly 

selected from two purposively selected schools, after 

a baseline test was conducted. 

Instrumentation 

The research instruments used for this study are: 

a) Pupils checklist on evaluation of child labour 

b) Study habit inventory developed by G.M Bakare 

c) Basic Science achievement test 

 

Testing of Hypotheses 

Correlation Analysis for 

Hypothesis I: 

H0: There is no significant relationship between child 

labour and study habit among participants 

 

  
Child 

Labour 

Children 
Study 

Habit 

Child 

Labour 

Pearson 
Correlation 

Sig. (2-tailed) 

N 

 
1 

 

100 

 
0.835** 

 

100 

Children 

Study 

habit 

Pearson 

Correlation 

Sig. (2-tailed) 

N 

 

0.835** 

 

100 

 

1 

 

100 

** Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-

tailed) 
Table 1: Relationship between child labour and children study 

habit 

 

The Pearson correlation coefficient above reveals that 

there is a positive and significant relationship 

between Child Labour and Children Study Habit 

among participants. This is shown by the Pearson 

correlation of 0.835** tested at 0.05 level of 

significance. A change in one variable is strongly 

correlated with change in the second variable. For 

this reason, it can be concluded that there is a positive 

and significant relationship between Child Labour 

and Children Study Habit among participants. 
 

Hypothesis II: 

H0: There is no significant relationship between child 

labour and achievement in Basic Science among 

participants. 

  
Child 

Labour 

Achievemen

t in Basic 

Science 

Child 

Labour 

Pearson 

Correlatio

n 

Sig. (2-

tailed) 

N 

1 

 

 

100 

.874** 

.000 

 

100 

 

Achievemen

t in Basic 

Science 

Pearson 
Correlatio

n 

Sig. (2-

tailed) 

N 

 

0.874*

* 

100 

1 

 

 

100 
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** Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-

tailed) 
The Pearson con-elation coefficient above reveals 

that there is significant relationship between child 

labour and achievement in Basic Science among 

basic school pupils. This is shown by the Pearson 

correlation of 0.874** tested at 0.05 level of 

significance. A change in one variable is strongly 

correlated with change in the second variable. For 

this reason, it can be concluded that there is 

significant relationship between child labour and 

achievement among Basic school pupils. 

 

III. DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

 

The research hypothesis one shows that there is 

significant relationship between Child Labour and 

Children Study Habit. Akinlami (2013) was in 

support of this assertion when he indicated that child 

labour affect the concentration of pupils on their 

study habit. Umobong, (2010) also supported the 

view when he opined that pupils that have been 

abused through excessive work can hardly pay 

attention to their study in the classroom. This implies 

that there is positive and significant relationship 
between Child Labour and Children Study Habit. 

The research hypothesis two shows that there is 

significant relationship between child labour and 

achievement in basic science among the pupils. 

Denga and Denga (2007) were in support of this 

assertion when they indicated that child labour 

influences the number of times the pupils attend 

class. This implies that child labour have negative 

influence on academic achievement of the pupils. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

 
In the light of the findings, the following conclusions 

can be drawn as thus: That those pupils exposed to 

child labour were found to have low morale toward 

academic activities which will adversely affect their 

study habit. The research revealed that a significant 

number of those pupils found to be engaged in child 

labour had their academic performance adversely 

affected which led to high dropout rate at the level of 

their academic career. Most of the pupils not exposed 

to child labour have advantage over those exposed to 

child labour academically. 
Child labour was found to have a negative influence 

on the academic performance of the pupils where 

most of them were involved in their family business 

by going out and sell wares for their parents before 

going to school. Some of them were involved in 

hawking to make up for their family financial needs. 

The major cause of child labour within the locality is 

proximity to market where virtually everybody living 

in the area lives within the market zone crowded with 

commercial activities. Some of the pupils were found 

to be of single parenthood, poor and low educational 

attainment. There was a significant relationship 

between child labour and study habit among the 

participants this is an indication that a change in one 
variable is strong correlated with the change in the 

other variable therefore, it can be concluded that there 

is a positive significant relationship between child 

labour and study habit. There is also significant 

relationship between child labour and achievement in 

basic science among participants. Similarly, the 

finding reveals that a change in one variable is 

strongly correlated with a change in the other variable 

for this reason, it can be concluded that there is a 

significant relationship between child labour and 

achievement in basic science. Child labour was found 

to have a negative influence on academic as a 
majority of the pupils were found to combine work 

with schooling most of the pupils were involved in 

unpaid work within their families while a number of 

them were engaged in paid work. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Based on the findings of the study, the following 

recommendations are made. 

1. Extra moral classes should be introduced to 

children exposed to child labour by the 
curriculum planners with special reference to 

female pupils. 

2. The government/community should develop 

positive strategies towards child labour 

eradication in order to influence pupils school 

attendance and enhance academic performance 

such as introducing palliatives such as free meals 

reduced fees and certificates of school 

attendance. 
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