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Absrtract - The brotherhood relations in traditional and non-traditional security issues between Indonesia and Malaysia 

show a dynamic, complex, and ambiguous patterns of relations. The aim of this article is to explain the construction of news 

coverage the Indonesian and Malaysian governments in constructing a message of brotherhood alliance between the two 

countries. Data were obtained from the official websites of the Indonesian and Malaysian governments and then processed 

using content analysis.Research results show that the construction of news coverage messages from the Indonesian 

government is an expression to negotiate a number of private and public problems faced by Indonesia, while the Malaysian 

government constructs the news coverage message as a process of internal communication with the population. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Indonesia and Malaysia are brotherhood countries 

sharing similar root. Aspects of the similarity 

between Indonesia and Malaysia are related to 

ethnicity, history, and geographical similarities. 

Allied relations between Indonesia and Malaysia have 

are dynamic, from the pattern of relations on the basis 

of cooperation and also on the basis of conflict. The 

cooperation relationship between Indonesia and 

Malaysia is marked by the intensive distribution of 

goods and services, a high traffic migration of the 

population between the two countries(Elias 2013a), 

and the cohesiveness of the two countries in 

counteracting communist influence and threat from 

the north(Schottmann 2012). 

 

Meanwhile, conflictual relations are reflected in 

border issues marked by a number of claims for 

ownership of territories at the border. Conflict 

between Indonesia and Malaysia is reflected in 

private issues related to issues of cultural ownership 

such as batik, traditional arts(Maksum, Ali 2014)and 

issues around migration, such as the case of illegal 

migrant workers, and discrimination and 

criminalization of Indonesian immigrants(Hasanah 

2015).  

The governments of Indonesia and Malaysia use 

foreign policy to ensure that the number of 

occurringconflicts can be managed properly, so it 

does not escalate into an open war. Both countries 

tend to develop policies to refrain from responding to 

a number of public and private issues that are rife in 

social media and the masses. The choice of words in 

a number of policy relations is also chosen words that 

have a moderate meaningcompared to words that are 

critical and provocative(Md. Khalid 2011;Hamzah 

2015).Managing conflict issues between countries 

using ASEAN ways tends to be chosen to manage a 

number of problems related to the two countries. 

II. RESEARCH METHOD 

 

To track the structure of news coverage about the 

relationship between Indonesia and Malaysia, the 

sources selected by collecting a number of official 

news coverage obtained from the Indonesian 

government website, sourced from the Office of the 

Indonesian State Secretariat, while the Malaysian 

government website was taken from the foreign affair 

office page. The selected documents are reports from 

early 2017 to mid-2019. The collected documents are 

then analyzed using content analysis 

technique(Krippendorff 2004). A number of traced 

issues are the perception of the two countries in 

constructing their partner countries in their official 

news coverage. This perception is related to 

traditional and non-traditional security issues(Elliott 

2015),and how the two countries articulate the 

protection of their citizens who are currently in the 

partner country.  

 

A number of variables and indicators used to read 

architectural perceptions are first, signs related to 

stakeholders in Indonesia-Malaysia relations, such as 

Indonesia, Malaysia, government, society, 

organizations, people, citizens, students, universities, 

groups, police, military. Second, signs related to the 

dynamics of the issue with Indonesia-Malaysia 

relations are divided into two clusters, traditional 

security issues such as boundary, political, security, 

laws, maritime, election; and non-traditional security 

such as social, culture, economy, boundary, 

education, sports, politics, investment, migrant 

workers, cooperation, negotiation, discussion, disaster 

such as victims, help, and crisis. 

 

III. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 

Figure 1 shows the structure of the news coverage on 

the official website 
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The news coverage structure in non-traditional 

security issues shows a striking difference. In the 

structure of the reporting of Indonesia related to 

Malaysia articulates ideas related to social, economy 

and culture, education, sports, migrant workers(Kaur 

2010)and human crisis. This conversation is related to 

the large number of Indonesians residing in Malaysia 

related to this matter. For example, in the migration 

pattern in the issue of Education, many Indonesian 

students study in Malaysia but not many Malaysian 

students study in Indonesia(Mok 2011). The diction 

chosen by the Indonesian government is the demands 

and hopes of the Malaysian government to provide 

opportunities and resolve a number of problems faced 

by the population and interests of Indonesia in 

Malaysia. 

Furthermore, there are many Indonesian immigrant 

workers who work in Malaysia and have problems 

related to private issues in the form of not being paid 

and getting inhumane treatment.In addition, public 

issues related to criminal acts and immigration law 

violations. The many problems faced by Indonesian 

immigrant workers have caused the Indonesian 

government to be more involved in providing 

protection(Elias 2013b).  

Very different from the non-traditional security issue, 

the Malaysian government did not mention at all the 

importance of Indonesia to be fought by Malaysia. 

The issue of migration of Malaysians to Indonesia is 

related to the issue of tourism(Goeldner and Gartner 

2017), such as the number of Malaysian travelers in 

Indonesia who were victims in the event of a 

disaster(James 2018), and not collective 

socioeconomic issues such as the migration of 

Malaysian labor migrants to Indonesia for reasons of 

studying at a number of universities or educational 

institutions in Indonesia. Even the construction of 

Malaysian news coverage about Indonesia is more 

dominated by disaster reporting, so the Malaysian 

government emphasizes the need for information 

regarding access to assistance provided by the 

Malaysian government to a number of Malaysians 

who are going to Indonesia.The structure of thenews 

coverage is not to request for help from the 

Indonesian government to provide assistance and 

facilitation to Malaysians in Indonesia. As it is 

known, in the period 2015 to 2018 there were a 

number of disasters that occurred in Indonesia, and a 

number of Malaysians who were on vacation then 

became victims. 

 

 
 

Polygon shows that Indonesia perceives that there are 

many traditional security problems experienced by 

the Indonesian population residing in Malaysia, as 

well as a number of interests related to traditional 

security that must be discussed with the Malaysian 

government. The problem of traditional security 

which is the most discussed by the Indonesian 

government is the problem of border 

management.The Indonesian government perceives 

that the Malaysian government has committed a 

number of violations, so the Indonesian government 

needs to discuss a number of border disputes 

proportionally and measurably. The large number of 

Indonesians as migrant workers in Malaysia makes 

policy choices for border issues be in such a careful 

manner.Border management experience related to the 

Ambalat archipelago conflict in 2008, where using a 

political approach and mass mobilization and the 

armed forces have worsenedthe Indonesia-Malaysia 

relations which resulted in the large number of illegal 

Indonesian migrant workers receiving strict legal 

treatment and action from the Malaysian government. 

It is very different from the construction of Malaysian 

news coverage about Indonesia, that the government 

considers there are acute problems related to non-

traditional security issues, such as disaster and 

disease problems in Indonesia. Disasters in Indonesia 

that have not been well managed have caused the 

Malaysian government to persuade and travel 

warnings, so Malaysians will not travel to 

Indonesia.Non-traditional issues related to cultural 

product disputes are not seen as important for the 

Indonesian government to be resolved within a 

bilateral framework. Even a number of critical issues 

regarding the reversal of the Indonesian flag in SEA 

GAMES, which became an important issue in 

Indonesia, where the Indonesian government asked 

the Malaysian government to make an apology, was 
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not taken seriously, and do not want to prolong the 

problem. The Malaysian government is more 

concerned with how the Indonesian government 

resolves non-traditional security problems such as 

natural and social disasters, thus making Indonesia a 

safe country. 

 

 
 

The table shows that the Indonesian government 

considers it important to discuss the issues of 

traditional Indonesian security such as borders, 

politics, security, law and maritime.In Indonesia's 

perception, in the five traditional security issues, it is 

very important to discuss and find a formula for 

solving the problem so as not to disturb the 

relationship of same root alliance. Indonesia tends to 

be proactive to invite the Malaysian government to sit 

together,which is characterized by more proactivity 

and frequent visits by the Indonesian president to 

Malaysia to solve Indonesia's problems. The initiative 

and visit of a number of Malaysian Prime Ministers 

to Indonesia were more like diplomatic courtesy, with 

no issues to be discussed at the head of government 

level. 

Maritime issues become traditional security issues 

related to many maritime problems faced by the 

Indonesian government with the Malaysian 

government, from private cases such as cross-border 

fishing violations from a number of Malaysian or 

Indonesian vessels to country-level issues in the form 

of negotiations with continental shelf boundaries in 

bordermanagement issues and rampant piracy events 

in the South China Sea(Bateman 2014). Malaysia is 

not too serious in discussing the maritime issue which 

is one of the axis of President Jokowi's policy 

articulated very intensively related to many problems 

faced by Indonesia in maritime 

management(Laksmana 2018). 

The discourse of Malaysian news coverage related to 

Indonesia is more about the private problems 

experienced by Malaysian citizens, and the context is 

temporary.For example, in a legal issue, the 

Malaysian government needs to remind Malaysian 

citizens who are facing legal problems because 

administrative issues need to consult with 

representatives of the Malaysian government in 

Indonesia in order to get legal assistance 

guarantees.The Malaysian government does not urge 

the Indonesian government to provide relief to legal 

problems faced by its citizens. This legal problem is 

very small, and not a collective issue as is the case 

with the administrative problems of Indonesians 

entering Malaysia through illegal means.Likewise, in 

the election issue, the Malaysian government does not 

press or intervene, so the electoral process in 

Indonesia runs fairly and peacefully, but only reminds 

its citizens that when visiting Indonesia during the 

general election to be careful and stay away from the 

area of the political crowd because of the perception 

that the situation will be dangerous. 

 

 
 

IV. CONCLUSION 

 

The process of constructing the structure of the news 

coverage in the official website of a country is 

strongly influenced by the behavior and portfolio of a 

country in the view of partner countries. Indonesia 

tends to construct Malaysia as a partner in which 

communication and negotiation needs to be built to 

solve a number of crucial and acute problems related 

to traditional Indonesian security and non-traditional 

security.Meanwhile, Malaysia is constructing 

Indonesia more to articulate information to Malaysian 

citizens about the social, political, and economic 

conditions that occur in Indonesia in order to provide 

protection on the non-traditional aspects of security. 
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