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Abstract - There exists a prevailing assumption that poverty and population growth are linked and that, the poverty that 

subsists in a country could be brought about by population growth. This paper examines if direct correlation between the rate 
of population growth and poverty in the Philippines can be established. The paper took data of population growth rate and 
poverty incidences, from government’s Philippines Statistics Authority. We did a cross comparison of both data and 
identified years from 1985 to 2015 in which growth rate was high and poverty incidence was also high. We examined the 
prevailing socio-political and economic conditions of the chosen years and determined if population growth or growth rate 
proved to be one of the causes of poverty incidence. Cross comparison of data shows that as the rate of population growth 
slows down, the percentage of poverty incidence year over year also decreases. However, as the total population increases, 
poverty incidence percentage decreases. This decrement is mainly brought about by the increase in the number of people 

who have reached legal working age and can be the result of higher employment in industrial and service sectors. It is also 
important to note that the number of workers in the agricultural sector, in which some of the highest percentage of poverty 
incidence has been recorded, falls significantly over several years. Thus, the paper finds that poverty is mainly caused by 
other factors rather than population growth rate.  

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

A prevailing misconception subsists that as the 

population of a country increases poverty 

exacerbates. There are also those who believe that 

overpopulation will deplete the country’s resources 

and adversely affect the country’s economy. 

However, this may not be so true after all. In the case 

of the Philippines, poverty incidences have been 
decreasing ever since President Ferdinand Marcos 

was kicked out of power, culminating a dictatorial 

reign that lasted twenty one years. The percentage of 

poverty incidence in the Philippines has been 

continually declining, and compared to previous 

years, its percentage was almost reduced by half, 

even though the population of the Philippines has 

been increasing consistently. However, the nation’s 

population growth rate has experienced a downturn. 

When compared to the increment of the previous 

years, the Philippines population growth rate has been 
shrinking constantly by about 0.1%. The 

government’s response to population growth was 

intervention and taking full responsibility by 

introducing programs that advocate responsible 

parenthood and family planning.  

 

Government programs with regards population 

control had a long history which the government 

instituted through several family planning programs 

to balance the population growth and to encourage 

birth control. One of the first few programs were 

launched during Ferdinand Marcos years; however, 
were not operated efficiently. In 2012, the 

government of the Philippines launched what is 

known as the reproductive health law. Its initial 

purpose was to provide free family planning services, 

to families suffering from poverty, and free grant 

public health facilities. Through these programs, it is 

apparent that the government views population 

growth as a factor that contributes to poverty. Hence, 

the primary purpose of this paper is to figure out 

whether a direct correlation between the rate of 

population growth in the Philippines and poverty 

incidences can be established. 

 

II. MATERIALS & METHODS 

 
Population growth rate data and poverty incidence 

data for this research were acquired from credible and 

verified sources such as the Philippines Statistics 

Authority, Asian Development Bank and World 

Bank. The data for total population year over year 

were acquired from worldpopulationreview.com, 

while the data for population growth rate were 

acquired from World Bank. All data for total poor 

and percentage of poverty incidences were acquired 

from adb.org. Moreover, the data acquired were 

organized in a data table format based on the year in 
which the data has been obtained. We graphed the 

data on change in percentage of poverty incidences, 

change in population growth rate, change in gross 

domestic product, change in gross domestic product 

per capita, change in the share of industry and 

services sectors in gross domestic product, and 

change in employment in industry and services 

sectors to show year over year trend beginning from 

the Marcos era to Benigno Aquino era. The primary 

purpose of demonstrating the data as a graph is to 

show the trend in population growth rate and poverty 

incidences over certain periods of time. For all 
graphs, x-axis remains constant in which it represents 

years, while y-axis varies based on what the graph 

intends to show. For instance, research demonstrates 

a cross comparison of population growth rate and 

poverty incidences in which was categorized based 

on specific years in which growth rate was high and 
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poverty incidence was also high. This paper likewise 

examines the prevailing socio-political and economic 
conditions of the chosen years, and determines if 

population growth or growth rate proved to be one of 

the causes of poverty incidences. This information 

was obtained from CIA government websites, a 

UNICEF journal titled “Philippines Political 

Economy Assessment Report”, along with a journal 

titled “Philippines Politics and Society in the 

Twentieth Century” and factsanddetails.com. 

 

III. RESULTS 
 

Cross comparison of data shows that as the rate of 
population growth slows down, the percentage of 

poverty incidence year over year also decreases. 

Figure 1 demonstrates that the percentage of poverty 

incidence had been decreasing from 1985 to 2015. 

There were some years, from year 1988 to year 1991, 

in which the percentage of poverty incidence did not 

decrease as much as in other years.  However, it had 

seen decrement over several years. Compared to the 

percentage of poverty incidence in the Philippines in 

1985, which was about 44.2%, the percentage of 

poverty incidence in the Philippines in 2015, which 
was 21.6%, was 22.6% less than that of the year 

1985.  

 
 

Moreover, Figure 2 shows that the general trend of 

the population growth rate in the Philippines from 

1985 to 2015 had been decreasing. Compared to the 

population growth rate of the year 1985, which was 

about 2.7%, the population growth rate of the year 

2015, which was about 1.6%, was 1.1% less than that 

of the year 1985. Thus, it is reasonable to state that as 
the rate of population growth slows down/decreases, 

the percentage of poverty incidence year over year 

also decreases.  

 

Figure 3 proves that the gross domestic product of the 

Philippines had seen dramatic increments over 
several years. In 1985, the country’s GNP was 

approximately about 30.73 billion US dollars. 

However, in 2015 the gross domestic product was 

approximately about 292.8 billion US dollars. This is 

about 262.07 billion US dollars more than that of the 

year 1985.  

 

 
 

Figure 4 shows that the share of industry and services 

sectors in gross domestic product over the years have 

risen. In 2003, while the share of industry and 

services sectors in gross domestic product was about 

85.5%, the share of industry and services sectors in 

gross domestic product in 2015 was about 89.7%. 

Thus, since the share of industry and services sectors 

in gross domestic product of the Philippines outweigh 

the share of agriculture sector in gross domestic 
product, the industry and services sectors make up the 

majority of the country’s gross domestic product by 

accounting for nearly 90% of the Philippines gross 

domestic product.  

 

 
Figure 5 conveys that the distribution of employment 

in industry and services sectors in the Philippines is 

constantly increasing. While in year 2003 distribution 

of employment was about 63.7%, the distribution of 

employment in 2015 was about 70.9% which is 6.3% 

more than that of the year 2003. This has a strong 

correlation with the improvement in the share of 

industry and services sectors in gross domestic 

products as the share of industry and services sectors 
is increasing, more employment would further 

encourage this trend.  
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Additionally, Figure 6 shows the change in gross 

domestic product per capita of the Philippines over 

the years. In the year 1985, the GDP per capita of the 

Philippines was about 565.8 US dollars. However, in 
the year 2015, it jumped up by almost five times 

more, recording 2878.3 US dollars. Lastly, the 

seventh figure clearly shows the poverty incidence in 

Total Poor by Agricultural Households. Evident from 

the figure, the majority of the total poor is comprised 

of agricultural households in which in 2003, 54.7% of 

the total poor were agricultural households. 

Furthermore, in 2006, 57.1% of the total poor were 

agricultural households and in 2009 56.8% of the 

total poor were agricultural households. 

 

 
 
Figure 7 shows that as the total population increases, 

the total number of poor population decreases. In 

addition, Table 7 demonstrates that as the total 

population increases, poverty incidence percentage 

decreases. This decrement is mainly brought about by 

a growing number of people who have reached the 

working age and can be the primary result of higher 

employment in industrial and service sector. It is also 

important to note that majority of poverty incidences 

in total poor constitute agricultural households. In the 

years in which the percentage of poverty incidences 
were at its highest, there were more employment in 

the agricultural sectors than that of recent years.  

 
 

For instance, by fall 1983, the economic growth of 

the Philippines, which appeared stable, was troubled. 

The government had requested approximately a three 

month extension on the $500 million foreign debt 

which was owed between October 17, 1983 and 
January 16, 1984. Then, by the end of the year, the 

Philippines’ external debt was approximately about 

$30 billion dollars, which was $12 billion dollars 

more than the projected $18 billion dollars. Thus, the 

rate of industrial production abated and negatively 

impacted the country’s economy; but, this changed 

during the Fidel Ramos’s administration.  

 

During President Fidel Ramos’s administration, 

which was from 1992 to 1997, he introduced a broad 

economic reforms (economic reforms include 

strengthened supervision and regulation of “General 
Banking Act” and “Securities Regulation Code”) and 

initiatives designed to encourage foreign investment 

and business growth. Thus, this is supported by 

Figure 1 in which the percentage of poverty incidence 

from 1992 to 1997 decreased the most compared to 

any other years.  

 

However, the Asian financial crisis broke out in 1997 

and slowed down the economic development of the 

Philippines. This is supported by the first figure in 

which the percentage of poverty incidence from 1997 
to 2003 barely changed. The Philippine economy 

continued to stabilize but it failed to take off as it was 

before. President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, during 

her administration from 2001 to 2010, was able to 

restore macroeconomic stability; however, fiscal 

problems still existed.  During 2010, under President 

Benigno Aquino III, the Philippines economy 

expanded by 7.6 percent in 2011, 3.7 percent in 2012, 

6.8 percent in 2012, and 7.2 percent in 2013. The 

Philippines’s economic growth rate was the second 

highest amongst other countries after China. 

Philippines had two major weaknesses and one 
weakness was that the country was too vulnerable to 

natural disasters. Recent flooding in the Philippines 

illustrated that the Philippines lacked modern 

infrastructures. Nevertheless, the recent disasters 

actually helped the country because due to them, 
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reconstructions were necessary and new programs 

and public spending had to go along with them.  
Another weakness of the Philippines was that it never 

exploited its natural resources. The government of the 

Philippines estimated that the country has about 21.5 

billion tons of nickel, iron, gold, and copper. But they 

were never extracted because they have been 

mismanaged all this time. During former President 

Benigno Aquino III administration, the government 

has started to exploit the resources. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION  

 

We found no correlation between growth rate of 
population or population growth to poverty as a 

whole. We also found that poverty in the Philippines 

is on the downward trend mainly because industrial 

and services sectors continue to increase. The share 

of industrial and services sectors are increasing while 

the distribution of employment in those two sectors 

are increasing as well. This increment is due to rise in 

legal working age in that more people can work; they 

are able to expand the industry and services sectors. 

One of the main causes of poverty are socio-political 

and economic conditions. The percentage of poverty 
incidence hugely varies based on whether 

government proposes appropriate programs or not. In 

addition, the economic status of a country greatly 

impacts the poor population in which the percentage 

of poverty incidence remained the same during asian 

financial crisis. Thus, these conditions directly 

discloses that it is not the growth rate of population 

nor population growth that affects poverty but 

poverty is mainly affected by political, social and 

economic factors. 
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