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Abstract: This research is about cultural festivals which are an important means to preserve the values of local wisdom as a 

cultural identity. The implementation of cultural events that are held routinely is expected to provide economic, 
environmental and social benefits to the community so that it can help realize sustainable tourism. T he purpose of this study 
is to explore and analyze the role of cultural events in creating sustainable tourism. T he method used in this research is 
descriptive qualitative analysis. Data obtained through observation, and interviews. Respondents were selected using a 
combination of purposive sampling and snowball sampling techniques. T he results showed that people who live in a rural 
setting still hold tight the values of local wisdom. Traditional ceremonies are routinely held as a form of gratitude and form 
of harmony between the natural and social environment. The role of special events can be a tourist attraction that can attract 
tourist visits and if managed properly it can be a medium to strengthen the value of tradition and socio-culture, 

environmental conservation, and provide welfare to the community in an integrated and sustainable manner. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Tourism is an inversion phenomenon because 

basically a person has a tendency to get out of his 

daily routine and environment to a different, new or 

unique environment. The uniqueness can be in the 

form of natural conditions, socio-cultural community, 

culinary, or an artificial building that is able to 

become a landmark. Cultural festivals or cultural 
events can be one of the most attractive tourism 

products such as natural attractions and religious 

tourism. The wealth of art and culture of the region 

has its own unique values and interesting to visit, 

enjoyed as entertainment, aesthetic experience and 

educational space for everyone who wants to learn 

the art and culture of a particular region. 

The uniqueness of a cultural event can arise from its 

location and, especially, the place’s atmosphere 

(Getz, 2008). The multiple benefits that cultural 

events offer destinations are analysed in most studies 

based on the effect of events, including planning for 
the long-term economic benefits expected for these 

destinations (Getz, 2008; Lee & Taylor, 2005; Preuss, 

2007). There have been a number of articles written 

on the current state of festival and event tourism 

research over the past few years, notably Getz and 

Page (2016) and Wilson, Arshed, Shaw, and Pret 

(2017), which provide an agenda or suggestions for 

future studies. Events are important devices for 

making places more attractive to visit and creating 

economic benefits for destinations (e.g. Hodur & 

Leistritz, 2006; Richards & Palmer, 2010). events can 
be used for destination promotion as well as the 

construction of a destination brand (e.g. Dinnie, 2011; 

Mackellar, 2014; Mendes, Valle, & Guerreiro, 2011). 

Sunaryo (2013) states that tourism development 

cannot be separated from the resources and 

uniqueness of local communities, both physical and 

non-physical elements (tradition and culture), which 

are the main driving elements of tourism activities. 

The development of tourism can provide great 

benefits for welfare development of people in the 

world. Besides being able to provide tourism 

development benefits are also often referred to as one 

of the main sources of environmental damage, when 

tourism development requires the provision of 
infrastructure that must damage nature. Along with 

increasing awareness of the importance of 

environmental functions, the development of 

sustainable tourism that has principles can provide 

economic benefits, preserve the natural environment, 

and preserve culture. Sustainable tourism must be a 

tool for equitable distribution, involving the 

participation of local communities, so that the current 

focus of tourism is not only oriented towards the level 

of visits, but can create a balance in the economic, 

socio-cultural, and environmental fields. With this 

balance, it can create sustainable tourism declared by 
UNWTO in 2014. 

Cultural festivals are important means of 

communication to build, empower and recognize a 

cultural identity. The West Java province is known 

for having unique and diverse cultural and tourism 

potentials, some of which have high quality and 

attractiveness and are reliable for the development of 

national identity. Tourism activities have been relied 

upon as a potential sector in West Java, because it can 

develop the economic, social, conservation and 

environmental and cultural sectors. 
The traditional village of Banceuy is located in 

Subang Regency, West Java Province, Indonesia, 

which has a beautiful cultural value and natural 

wealth. The people live in a rural setting that still 

maintains traditions and rituals for generations. The 
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Banceuy community is also open to welcoming 

tourists who want to experience culture and enjoy the 
natural atmosphere of the countryside. Compared to 

the surrounding area Banceuy traditional village 

visited by many foreign and domestic tourists who 

continue to grow both individuals and groups. 

Tourists can enjoy the activities carried out by the 

Banceuy people who still hold tight the values of 

local wisdom.There are many ceremonies that are still 

performed by the indigenous Banceuy village 

community, both related to agriculture, the human 

life cycle and the religious system. One of the 

traditional ceremonial events is preserving the earth 

called Ruwatan Bumi, which is held once a year 
which is able to attract many tourists to come and 

enjoy various traditional rituals and traditional arts 

that are still well maintained. Cultural diversity is 

often used as an attraction for a tourist destination 

because it becomes very important to maintain 

cultural preservation. Preservation and culture 

through tourism can be an effort to increase cultural 

resilience (Jimura et al: 2011). 

The Banceuy community still preserves and preserves 

the customs inherited by their ancestors as it still has 

a sense that nature is part of humans.Humans still as 
part of nature, can not declare themselves as 

rulers.This is represented by holding rituals and 

ceremonies to honor nature and ancestors. At present 

the culture, both tangible and intangible, is quite 

alarming and many are threatened with 

marginalization by their own people, this shows the 

low appreciation of the community for the nation's 

culture. The tendency of adopting global culture very 

quickly can shift the dynamics of regional cultural 

lifethus making local culture vulnerable to 

extinction.With the existence of cultural events such 

as the Ruwatan Bumi which is held routinely every 
year is expected to be a tool to preserve culture, 

improve the economy through community 

participation, and minimize the negative impact on 

the environment (Jimura, et al: 2011).Based on this 

background, this research aims to find out the role of 

the implementation of the Ruwatan Bumi cultural 

event held by the Banceuy traditional village 

community in realizing sustainable tourism. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 
The tourism village component consists of local 

community participation, norm system, custom 

system and local culture (Prasiasa: 2011).According 

to Inskeep (1991)Village Tourism, where small 

groups of tourist stay in or near traditional, often 

remote villages and learn about village life and the 

local environment 

Banceuy Village is a group of people who have the 

characteristics of being Sundanese.Sundanese culture 

has a special personality and identity, and is certainly 

different from other ethnic cultures (Koentjaraningrat, 

2009).West Java, which is predominantly Sundanese, 

has many traditional villages. Traditional village is a 

unit of customary law community that historically has 
territorial boundaries and cultural identity that is 

formed on the basis of territorial authority that 

regulates and manages the interests of village 

communities based on original rights (Asshiddiqie: 

2010).Traditional village is a territorial unit whose 

supporting communities are still bound by traditional 

rules. Indigenous village communities jointly carry 

out various ceremonies in the context of preserving 

the customs of their ancestors (Arimbi and Santosa, 

2003). 

Tourist attractions according to Yoeti (2002), are all 

things that can attract tourists to visit a tourist 
destination, such as cultural attractions: history and 

folklore, religion, art and special events or 

festivals.Mill (2000) explains that attractions are what 

first attract visitors to a tourist area that presents 

different characteristics for each region. Regional 

attractions can be natural phenomena such as 

geography, fauna and flora and events that contain 

cultural values, religion, sports and other festivals. 

According to Getz (1991), events have an important 

role in tourism development. Events are important 

motivators in tourism and prominent figures in the 
development and marketing plans of most 

destinations (Getz, 2008).Noor (2009: 7) Event is 

defined as an activity that is held to commemorate 

important things throughout human life either 

individually or in groups that are bound by custom, 

culture, tradition and religion which are held for 

specific purposes and involve the community 

environment which is held at the certain time. 

According to Getz (2007) there are factors that 

contribute to making events special that are 

uniqueness and include elements of style such as 

hospitality, symbolism, festive spirit, theming, and 
authenticity. Special event as a unique moment in 

time celebrated with ceremonies and rituals to satisfy 

specific needs.Goldblatt, (2010) special events are 

defined as specific rituals, presentation, performances 

or celebrations that are conciously planned and 

created to mark special occasions or to achieve 

particular social, cultural, or corporate objectives. 

The concept of event tourism refers to the process of 

usingplanned events for the development and 

marketing of destinations fortourism (Getz, 2008). 

Getz and Page (2016) The first and primary claim is 
that events can attracttourists which creates economic 

benefits events can create positiveimages for the 

destination and help brand or re-position cities. 

Theyfurther contribute to place marketing by making 

places more attractive.Additionally, events can 

animate cities, resorts, parks, urban spaces andvenues 

of all kinds. Finally, event tourism acts as a catalyst 

for otherforms of desired development, such as 

improved infrastructure.  

The concept of sustainable tourism is crucial and is a 

challenge going forward. William and Shaw (2012) 

explained that sustainable tourism is very useful for 
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the progress of a destination with the safeguarding 

and planning that allows tourism to be even better 
and more beneficial. According to Bater, J. et al. 

(2001): Sustainable tourism development can be 

identified through the basic principles that are 

packaged to be implemented. The principles referred 

to include: participation of stakeholders, local 

ownership, sustainable use of resources, 

accommodating community goals, attention to 

carrying capacity, monitoring and evaluation, 

accountability, training and promotion. 

 

III. RESEARCH METHOD 

 
This study uses descriptive qualitative analysis 

methods (Ritchie, Burns and Catherine; 2005). The 

data needed in this study was obtained through a 

primary survey where the data obtained by 

researchers directly from the source. Data collection 

techniques used were observation, and interviews (in 

depth interviews). In depth interviews were 

conducted with the Banceuy traditional village 

administrators, local traditional leaders, the 

community, the government, and tourists. 

Information is extracted by conducting direct 
interviews about the potential of holding cultural 

events in realizing sustainable tourism. The results of 

the data search are then processed qualitatively and 

described in a descriptive form. Community 

respondents were selected using a combination of 

purposive sampling and snowball sampling 

techniques. The sampling process will continue until 

sufficient information is obtained that is accurate and 

can be analyzed to draw research conclusions.  

 

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 
Subang Regency is one of the districts in West Java 

that has natural beauty and cultural diversity. 

Geographically, the location of Subang Regency is 

close to Bandung City as the capital of West Java 

Province. The implementation of sustainable tourism 

development in West Java Province is manifested in 

the form of tourist villages spread almost in several 

districts. To be developed and sustainable, each of the 

tourist villages must be able to preserve the values of 

local wisdom, culture, environment and 

social.Banceuy village, has been established as a 
traditional village based on a decision of the tourism 

department of SubangNumber 200/319 / SK.Par / 

1999.In accordance with the Subang Regency 

government program to make Subang excel in 

tourism as the "Jawara Wisata", several tourism 

villages were formed. 

Banceuy village was made as a tourism village 

because it has a strong local culture, unique culinary 

and customary law. Banceuy Traditional Village in its 

daily life still preserves the customs inherited from its 

ancestors as well as having a sense that nature is part 

of human beings.This shows that humans are faced 

with a process of interaction and adaptation to the 

surrounding natural environment. The development 
of tourism villages has an impact on the protection 

and preservation of customs and can also bring back 

the existence that was lost.Tourism has the potential 

to be a solution for preserving and advancing culture. 

Therefore, with the preservation and efforts to 

promote culture through tourism is expected to be an 

effort to increase cultural resilience. 

The Banceuy traditional village community life is 

very different from the village community in general. 

The Banceuy traditional village is one of the 

communities in Subang Regency that still maintains 

the traditions or customs practiced by its ancestors. 
The name Banceuy, as Banceuy Indigenous Village, 

has its own philosophical meaning.the name of 

Kampung Banceuy was formerly Kampung Negla. 

Then 7 families came in sequence. Not long after, 

their homes were stricken by disaster. Their house 

was destroyed by a whirlwind for three days, so 

residents moved to the next village which was then 

called Banceuy village. After this incident, 

community initiatives emerged to carry out 

deliberations (ngabanceuy) according to their 

terms.The purpose of their deliberation is to find 
ways to give strength to the region to avoid all 

disasters. One of the results of the deliberation is that 

in that region traditional ceremonies must be held to 

preserve the earth called "ruwatan bumi". 

The Ruwatan Bumi traditional ceremony held in the 

Banceuy traditional village is a tradition that has been 

held every year for about 100 years.Community 

members always remind each other for the 

implementation of traditional ceremonial. it is said 

that ancestors often reminded the people of Banceuy 

to always carry out traditional rituals that came in the 

dreams of the Banceuy people. Before the 
implementation of the traditional Ruwatan Bumi 

ceremony, various traditional rituals were held since 

the day before, including decorating the village with a 

leaf called "janur". In the evening, various art 

performances such as Tarawangsa, Celempung and 

Gembyung are held. The next day the event 

continued with a variety of traditional arts and dances 

including the names sisingaan, silat, dongdang, kuda 

renggong, and tutunggulan. This traditional ceremony 

was closed with a puppet show performed at 

night.Various arts are performed by indigenous 
people of various ages from children to old people. 

Everything is the result of the creativity of local 

residents. In addition, as an expression of gratitude, 

every year Banceuy residents also always cut 1 

buffalo to be cooked and served to guests who come 

to this event. The buffalo was bought by the 

contribution of self-help throughout the Banceuy 

community. 

The Earth's Ruwatan was held as an expression of 

gratitude to God Almighty for the success of 

agricultural and plantation crops to security in the 

region and hopes that in the planting season next year 
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will be given soil fertility and increased yields. This 

traditional ceremony is also believed to be able to 
refuse reinforcements to avoid a disaster caused by 

natural anger and expression of respect for their 

ancestors who have contributed to improving the 

value of life. The inner ritual is a value that indirectly 

teaches the public the importance of protecting 

nature, and requires tourists or pilgrims not to do 

damage when visiting the place. 

In 2006, after Banceuy Village was confirmed as a 

traditional village, one of the Banceuy community art 

leaders had the idea to develop an art called 

celempungan, rengkong and gembyung which were 

still preserved because at every traditional ceremony 
always included art as part of the ceremonial 

chain.The festivity of the Ruwatan Bumi festival 

which is held once a year is expected to be able to 

attract tourists. Because the Banceuy indigenous 

village still preserves the Sundanese culture, so that 

anyone who wants to feel the Sundanese nuance that 

is still awake can visit the Banceuy traditional village, 

especially when a Ruwatan Bumi event is held. 

Banceuy Traditional Village has the concept of a 

tourism village based on local wisdom and through 

community empowerment. Through the development 
of tourism villages it is considered capable of helping 

to preserve culture.The people of Banceuy always 

apply a guideline of life that is reflected in a slogan 

that is "Ngindung ka waktu Ngula ka jaman "which 

means that people do not reject change, but on the 

other hand they must maintain values or customs that 

cannot be contested and maintained. The lives of 

Banceuy people indeed have changes, especially in 

the social field. However, one thing that they still 

maintain is the tradition of the values of their 

ancestors. In carrying out traditional ceremonies and 

rituals, they use natural materials such as bamboo, 
wood, leaves, and other materials. The use of natural 

materials gives awareness to the patterns of life that 

seek to use and preserve the environment, so that 

their needs for natural materials can continue to be 

maintained and fulfilled. 

The uniqueness of traditional and cultural values is an 

asset that has strategic value, so for the long-term 

development of the implementation of events such as 

ruwatan bumi, this must be managed properly so that 

in addition to strengthening the existing tradition 

roots, it can also provide welfare to the community in 
an integrated and sustainable manner.In terms of 

preservation (protection, development and utilization) 

this event can function as a key in strengthening the 

cultural and cultural roots of the local community. 

The diversity of traditional arts which is an 

expression of the surrounding environment, has 

enormous values and norms in the joints of the socio-

cultural life of the local community.Traditions carried 

on from generation to generation and laden with 

meanings and symbols that are closely related to the 

joints of community life with others, the environment 

and with its creators, have important values as a 

medium for science education, conservation of the 

natural environment and preservation of cultural 
heritage.For tourists, the value of history, culture, 

technology contained in the Ruwatan Bumi coupled 

with the beauty of the natural environment and 

surrounding culture can provide satisfaction and 

experience.Currently, in addition to tourists, many 

traditional villages in Banceuy are also visited by 

researchers and cultural activists. The diversity of 

traditional arts and their cultural and natural 

environment in Banceuy has scientific value and 

economic value for the parties involved, especially 

the local community. 

The tourism activity that has been running in 
Banceuy traditional village can be one of the 

strategies to maintain the sustainability of cultural 

values, as a medium to introduce the local history and 

local culture to the wider community, and tourism 

activities can drive a creative economy that directly 

has the potential to add value to income of its 

citizens. Existing products can be packaged into more 

attractive tour packages, organized into a list of 

cultural events (calendar of events), making trekking 

and cycling tour packages, and designing activities 

with the community (living with local communities). 
Local wisdom-based tourism activities are expected 

to offset globalization, which often results in the easy 

access of foreign values into a country or region. 

Globalization should be responded to wisely, by 

sticking to the noble values passed on to us. 

Gradually the value of local wisdom began to be 

eroded by the times.in fact many people have begun 

to abandon rituals related to nature, forget about lofty 

speeches or words of wisdom, and consider myths to 

be just a lie. From simple things like music, for 

example. Only a few of the younger generation know 

about traditional music and only a handful are able to 
play traditional music. We need to know that local 

wisdom plays a very important role in participating in 

regulating the community because it adheres to the 

values of good local wisdom. 

The development of cultural tourism has the potential 

benefits in realizing sustainable tourism which is 

based on aspects of sustainable development 

consisting of economic aspects, social aspects and 

environmental aspects. In the economic aspect of 

sustainable tourism demands to be able to improve 

the quality of human resources, empower livelihoods 
and increase community incomes, strengthen middle 

and lower entrepreneurs, establish partnerships 

between regions, communities and private 

entrepreneurs, encourage the role of economic actors 

in increasing productivity and quality.All of these 

things can increase independence, justice and 

guarantee the harmony of the relationship between 

humans and their God, humans and their environment 

and between humans and their communities. The 

management of cultural heritage tourism requires 

collaboration between the government or the manager 

of cultural heritage, the local community and the 
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tourism industry and business. This interaction needs 

to be implemented with the involvement and 
participation of all conservation and utilization 

stakeholders including tourism and the surrounding 

community. Each tourism destination can process and 

develop sustainable tourism development models, 

through the management of natural and cultural 

assets, utilization and development that can add value 

to future generations. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

 

The wealth of regional culture and art has its own 

value and uniqueness that can be a tourist attraction 
and can bring many tourists. Visitors can gain 

aesthetic experience and educational space for 

everyone who wants to learn the art and culture of a 

particular area. Banceuy Traditional Village has 

natural beauty and cultural richness, the people still 

hold tight the values of local wisdom. There are many 

ceremonies that are still performed by the indigenous 

Banceuy village community, both related to 

agriculture, the human life cycle and the religious 

system. One of them is Ruwatan Bumi event, a 

special event that is held once a year which is able to 
attract many tourists to come and enjoy various 

traditional rituals and traditional arts that are still well 

maintained. This cultural event as a form of gratitude 

to God can also function as a key in strengthening the 

roots of the traditions and culture of the local 

community for the importance of protecting nature. 

Tourists who come are also required to obey the 

values of tradition and not do damage when visiting 

the place. The use of natural materials in ritual 

activities gives awareness to the lifestyles that try to 

take advantage of and protect the environment, so 

that their needs for natural materials can continue to 
be maintained and fulfilled. Nowadays, Banceuy 

traditional village is not only visited by tourists but 

also visited by researchers and cultural activists. The 

diversity of traditional arts and their cultural and 

natural environment in Banceuy has scientific value 

and has economic value that gives rise to the potential 

to create sustainable tourism that can create a balance 

in the economic, socio-cultural, and environmental 

fields. 
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