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Abstract - Language is the instrument of thought and communication and as such plays an important role in the 
development of human civilization and culture. India is a big country where people speak a large number of languages. 
Language impacts the daily lives of members of any race, creed, and region of the world. Language helps to express our 
feelings, desires and queries of the world around us words, gestures and tone are utilized in union to portray a broad 
spectrum emotion. In Odisha people usually use odia language, though there are minority groups speaking various 
languages. There are 82% of total population of Odisha speaks odia as a native speakers. So it is the official language in 
Odisha and it is the second official language of Jharkhand. Odia is the sixth Indian language to be designated a classical 
language in India on the basis of having a long literary history. Odia is the mother-tongue of the odias. It is called mother 

tongues because the odia child learns this language in his mother‟s lap. It is the language in which the child thinks and 
dreams. So the role of mother tongue in the education of the child cannot be over emphasized. So, in Odisha the medium of 
instruction from early stage to secondary school stage is odia. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

The importance of mother tongue in the educational 

process is gradually recognized throughout the 

country. Now almost all the school subjects except 

English are taught in Odia in our state. Of course, 

there are exceptions in English medium schools, 

central schools, Odisha Adarsh Vidyalayas, schools 

managed by linguistic minority groups etc. where the 

medium of instruction are other than Odia. But in all 

the state govt. managed or aided schools, the medium 

of instruction is mainly Odia. 

English was the medium of instruction in all levels of 
education during the British rule. When we get our 

independence on the 15th August, 1947, the position 

took a turn. Our national leaders and educationists 

felt the importance of mother-tongue. Therefore in 

our constitution they made provision for the mother-

tongue to became the medium of an instruction. 

Article 350 (A) of Indian constitution states “It shall 

be the endeavour of the state to provide adequate 

facilities for instruction in the mother-tongue at the 

primary stage of education to children belonging to 

linguistic minority groups.” This shows that the 
policy of the central as well as the state governments 

is to safeguard develop and rich the different 

languages of the country. As an intelligent citizen of 

the country, each of us has also to try for the 

development of our mother-tongue. 

 

II. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

 

1. To study the use of mother-tongue in 

classroom instruction from primary grade to 

secondary grade. 

2. To study the need of mother-tongue in 
teaching learning process. 

 

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

The information or data for this paper has been 

primarily collected from secondary sources i.e. 

books, journals, internet and own experience. 

 

IV. ODIA LANGUAGE IN THE SCHOOL 

EDUCATION IN ODISHA 

 

In the year 1835 is a turning point in the history of 
Indian education. The famous „Macaulay‟s minute‟ 

accelerated the growth of English education in India. 

The place of English was further strengthened when 

Lord William Bentinck issued a proclamation that all 

the funds for education would be employed on 

English education only. Macaulay‟s policy was also 

endorsed by Lord Aukland in the year 1839. When 

this was the set of condition in Bengal presidency, the 

controversy over the medium of instruction continued 

for sometime in the Bombay presidency. The three 

languages: mother tongue, Sanskrit and English, were 
assigned their proper places mother-tongue as the 

medium of instruction, Sanskrit as a classical 

language and English as a modern foreign language. 

The secondary education commission (1952-53) 

recommended the medium of instruction, “Mother-

tongue be the regional language should generally be 

the medium of instruction throughout the secondary 

school stage subject of the provision for linguistic 

minorities special facility should be made available. . 

. “The emotional integration committee was of the 

view that the use of regional language as the media of 

instruction was very much essential so for as national 
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integration was concerned. The view was supported 

by the national integration council in 1962 which 
stated, the change in the medium of instruction is 

justified not so much by cultural or political 

statements as on the very academic consideration of 

facilitating grasp and understanding of the subject 

matter. As a result of the various suggestions and 

recommendations mother tongue was accepted as the 

medium of instruction in various states only after the 

recommendation of the secondary education 

commission. SO odia was also accepted as the 

medium of instruction in Odisha. The N.P.E 1986 has 

also accepted odia as the medium of instruction at all 

stages of education in odisha and the mother-tongue 
MIL (Odia) has been made a compulsory subject up 

to secondary stage. Odia has also been accepted as 

the official language of the state, though much 

progress could not been made in that direction. 

 

V. IMPORTANCE OF MOTHER-TONGUE 

 

Instead of English Gandhiji argued to make mother-

tongue the medium of instruction in the educational 

institutions. Through mother tongue the child can 

develop his power of understanding, expression, 
reasoning and thinking. Through mother-tongue the 

child can also develop his creative power and literary 

abilities properly. So M.K. Gandhi‟s Basic Education 

emphasized to impart education to children through 

the medium of mother tongue. In his educational 

philosophy Jewel of Utkal, Gopabandhu Das gave 

importance to the mother tongue. During those days, 

English was the medium of instruction even in the 

secondary school stage. Gopabandhu Das emphasized 

that through mother-tongue the child can assimilate 

facts well and can express his ideas and feelings in a 

better manner. As such, the medium of instruction in 
Satyabadi School was in mother-tongue (Odia) but 

not in English. 

Mother-tongue is the first language that a child learns 

in his mother‟s lap. If sufficient attention is paid to 

the teaching of mother-tongue, the child will become 

an useful member of the society. Therefore, Article 

350 (A) of our consideration provides that every state 

has to provide adequate facilities for instruction in the 

mother-tongue at the primary stage of education to 

the children belonging to linguistic minority group. 

Various committees, commissions and educationist 
have also suggested that mother-tongue should be the 

first language that a child should learn and should be 

the medium of instruction at the various stages of 

education. 

Every subject has certain objectives to attain. Mother-

tongue also aims at attaining certain major objectives. 

The main objective of teaching mother-tongue is to 

develop the personality of the student which is also 

the main of education in general. But mother-tongue 

contributes more in this direction than any other 

subjects. Professor Jim Cummins from the University 

of Toronto has written about the importance of 

mother tongue. According to Cummins, research has 

clearly shown that mother tongue has a very 
important role in children‟s overall development. 

When children develop their skills in two or even 

three languages, they get a deeper understanding of 

how to use different languages effectively. In fact 

extensive research supports the notion that a child 

who only knows one language doesn‟t know it well 

enough. The children who have a solid foundation in 

their mother tongue, develop better literacy skills also 

in other languages that they learn. 

 

VI. FINDINGS 

 
The powers of feeling, memory, imagination and 

thought of the child are regulated and developed as he 

learns his mother tongue. Mother tongue makes 

possible the mental development of the child so 

teaching and learning of mother tongue is quite 

essential for the widening of mind and enrichment of 

knowledge. Now almost all the school subjects except 

English are taught the medium of mother-tongue is 

essential. So a perfect skill and competence in the use 

of mother-tongue is essential for every child to 

acquire exact knowledge. It is only mother tongue 
that satisfies all the requirements of a good medium 

of instruction and that is why it has been accepted as 

the medium of instruction up to the secondary stage/ 

higher secondary stage in all the states and also in the 

colleges in many of the states  of India. It is a 

common experience that a child gets a clear and exact 

understanding of the subject matters, facts, theories 

and principles of the subject concerned, if it is taught 

through his mother-tongue. Mother tongue helps in 

the development of many human qualities as well as 

an awareness of the ideals and values of the society in 

the child. Mother tongue is the most suitable medium 
for communication with the neighbors, community 

members, people of the particular region. This helps 

in the development of co-operation, understanding 

and fellow feeling among children. 

A child is able to acquire self education, as he can 

easily read and understand the books written in his 

mother tongue. This gives him immense pleasure well 

as provides a good leisure time activity. Mother 

tongue also helps the mind to carry on various mental 

operations. The child can recall and describe the 

memories of past, express the present attitude and 
feelings in a nice and judicious manner through his 

mother tongue, so a mastery over the mother tongue 

is essential for every child. 

 

VII. CONCLUSION 

 

A Good knowledge of mother-tongue is essential for 

every citizen for a successful survival of the 

democracy. Everybody of us should have a self pride 

and self-satisfaction for our mother tongue. 

Democracy needs that every citizen should express 

his opinion clearly and unmistakably. This only 
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possible through the mother tongue. That is why Prof. 

Raghuvir has correctly mentioned “A democracy 
cannot function in an alien language”. Being fluent in 

the mother tongue, which is also known as the native 

language, benefits the child in many ways. It connects 

him to his culture, ensures better cognitive 

development and aids in the learning of other 

languages. Mother tongue has a very powerful impact 

in the formation of the individual. Our first language 

the beautiful sounds which one hears and gets 

familiar with before being born while in the womb, 

has such an important role in shaping our thoughts 
and emotions. 
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