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Abstract- Manzanillo, in Colima state, is one of the most important cities located on the pacific coast of Mexico. It is a long-
time favorite tourist destination for national and international visitors, because of its golden sand and deep green waters. 
Canoas is a small community, located in rural area of Manzanillo. The life of the inhabitants revolves around the agricultural 
activities that has not yielded good result due to the lack of government support and as a result the people are migrating to 
other places to look for a better opportunity for life. Canoas has potential for tourism development, but it is necessary to 
make a study to know its socio-economic situation and the existing natural resources in order to plan an appropriate tourist 

activity for the place. The aim of this research was to propose sustainable tourism activities as an alternative for local 
development in a sustainable way for Canoas. The research was developed by the methodological proposal of the 
Framework for the evaluation of Natural Resource Management Systems (MESMIS by its acronym in Spanish), which 
allows the use of socio-environmental and economic indicators. Based on this it was possible to know the degree of 
conservation of natural resources and their use, as well as the contamination or degradation of soil and water of the beaches 
and coastal zone, the capacity of organization of the population, their participation and quality of life. As a result, Canoas has 
a lot of potential for tourist activities development in natural area such as agritourism, hiking, picnic by the riverside, visiting 
the coffee plantation, etc. But it is necessary to carry out the activities under advice of the expects to carry it out in 

sustainable way. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

As an ejido (land belonging to a community), Canoas 

occupies a territorial extension of 4,799 hectares and 

is located in the rural part of Manzanillo in the state 

of Colima. 

Agriculture is considered as the main economic 

activity, where different products are cultivated such 

as coffee, corn and beans and in smaller quantity the 
common vegetables. The cultivation of coffee in this 

area is the most important activity of Canoas and the 

one that generates more income for its 

inhabitants. The coffee harvest comprises a period 

between the months of December-January to April 

and it employs the labor of the five communities that 

surround the ejido and benefit with work to about 150 

families. During the year, 80 percent of this families’ 

income depends on what the coffee plantations 

provides them 

Nowadays the field has stopped having support and 

subsidy, since currently these are focused only on 
activities that are susceptible to export, leaving aside 

those that are of basic cultivation and of lower 

production. 

For the last twenty years, the government has reduced 

the credit and technical assistance programs for 

agricultural production, and the few that still exist are 

monopolized by capitalists who, due to having some 

relationship or being important producers, dominate 

this type of resources that the government allocates to 

the countryside. 

Due to the poor economic situation of the 

countryside, the population chooses to move to the 

cities to obtain income from a fixed salary and stop 

harvesting their land, besides not having the resources 

to be able to make them produce. 

Poverty is evident in rural communities, this situation 
is exploited by capitalists who, due to the conditions 

of the people, buy their land at lower prices than they 

are worth. 

Faced with this situation, there is a need to look for 

alternative forms of development for communities 

that have seen how resources are running out and for 

which support is less and less available.  

Tourism emerges as an alternative to complement and 

develop communities in certain areas with tourism 

potential. 

 

Rural tourism and agritourism make up a tourist 
modality, through which a range of recreational 

activities, accommodations and related services are 

offered. They are focused in the rural environment 

and aimed at people who seek to enjoy the tranquility 

of the countryside, to be in contact with nature and 

with the local community. With this, it is sought that 

rural communities participate in the economic 
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spillover caused by tourism and recreational 

displacements. 
In some cases, private companies come to this type of 

tourism development which may mean that the living 

conditions of the populations are modified and this in 

turn leads to the eviction of their lands, damage to the 

ecosystem and natural resources, migration to other 

regions, among others. This is the reason why the 

evaluation of management in the natural resources or 

any community or zone with rural-tourism 

development potential is so important.  

Sustainability plays an important role in these cases 

because it is the basic and priority objective for a 

tourism development. In addition, to be a profitable 
business, it must improve the resident's quality of life. 

The community of Canoas has great wealth of natural 

resources such as its endemic flora and fauna, in 

addition to a particular climate. It has managed to 

attract the attention of external people and the number 

of visitors has been increasing. 

Currently, the great possibilities of applying tourism 

activities in its rural branch and activities in the 

natural area have been recognized. The population is 

willing to participate in activities that can make their 

community a place of development to improve their 
economy. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

2.1 Sustainable Tourism Development 

Today, tourismis presented as a complex system 

related to a process of steady transformation, either of 

its user’s activities, the tourists or suppliers of 

services. Tourism is an option to boost development 

in countries, regions and underdeveloped 

communities through sustainable programs that drive 

today governmental and non-governmental 
organizations worldwide. It is thought that 

developing countries can develop a relatively stable 

economic growth, thanks to the tourism economy. 

The situation is entirely faced in countries of low 

development, as tourism has been incorporated into 

rural regions pretending to improve their economies 

by boosting alternative development models, with no 

positive results for communities who are looted and 

excluded from the advantages of tourism as shown by 

the work of Daltabuit (2000). In countries in way of 

development and rural communities who are 
managing tourism as a strategy to develop their 

economies and improve the quality of life for 

residents. 

According to the 1987 Brundtland report, sustainable 

development policy is limited. At the UN Conference 

on Environment and Development, known as the 

"Earth Summit" and credited in Rio de Janiero in 

1992, it was further agreed to the concept of 

sustainable development and explained in Agenda 21 

adopted by the conference. Since then, national 

governments have adopted sustainability as a 

fundamental development policy. The World Tourism 

Organization (WTO) has adopted the sustainable 

approach to tourism and defined sustainable 
development as "sustainable development meets the 

needs of present tourists and host regions while 

protecting and promoting opportunities for the future. 

It is conceived as a way to manage all resources so 

that they can meet the economic, social and aesthetic 

needs while respecting cultural integrity, essential 

ecological processes, biological diversity and the 

systems that sustain life "(WTO, 1999) 

According to Masri de Achar et al. (1997) sustainable 

tourism development is defined as "Sustainable 

tourism can be seen as meeting the needs of tourists 

and host regions today, while protecting and 
enhancing opportunities for the future". It is 

determined by properly managing all resources and 

ecosystems to meet the socio-economic needs for the 

long term. 

The principles of sustainable tourism for Masri de 

Achar et al. (1997) are: 

 To provide experiences of the highest quality to 

tourists, as the current needs of visitors are 

increasingly demanding and require personalized 

treatment optimal attraction highly qualified 

services in an environment they can combine. 

 To promote the development of natural and 

cultural richness of each region and the 

attractions caring and identity, so that they can 

contribute to the national heritage, and at the 

same time remain a tourist enclave. 

 To disseminate the advantages and opportunities 

that tourism brings to the economy and the 

environment, and that with good management of 

this, one can see significant revenue, which 

would be of great help to maintain and improve 

the prosperity of the country, applying them also 
the conservation of natural resources. 

 Improving the standard of living of host 

communities, creating jobs and growth 

opportunities to the population and contributing 

to the development of parallel services that they 

can combine to provide better service to tourists. 

 This allows both urban and rural communities 

realize all the benefits they receive, it allows 

cultural interaction between tourists and natives, 

and maintains the preservation of the 

environment and the proper use of natural 

resources. 

 

2.2 Local Development 

The development was viewed from three 

perspectives, the first as a historical process by which 

any country passes, the second sees it as a 

development model and the third where development 

has been seen as a policy used in speeches by the 

authorities (Preston, 1999). Some theorists have 

addressed the local development from an economic 

perspective as growth as more comprehensive benefit 

of populations (Vargas, 2006), other scholars suggest 
other items that somehow influence the development 
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of society as culture, forms of organization 

(Rodríguez et al., 2009) each company has its own 
development process according to their conditions 

political, social, cultural and economic. Therefore 

local development not only has to do with the 

economic aspect but sociocultural is an essential 

element to be considered for it to succeed and thereby 

improve the quality of life of the population, because 

when it is promoted only organization to exercise a 

financial resource forget the consolidation of the 

project and it is thought that this quality of life will 

improve. 

 

Development models have not functioned adequately 
because when being copied from developed countries 

to developing countries, they are not in the same 

conditions, so the model becomes inoperative. 

Neoliberalism was thought that could address the 

main problems in developing countries, however, has 

not happened today it shows that these policies have 

resulted in rich countries become richer and the poor 

are becoming poorest instead of improving the living 

conditions of the population. 

 

2.3 Collective Capacity for local Development 
It is important to say that the capacities of local 

agents relates to development. The greater capacity, 

the higher level of local development they can aspire 

to. (Vargas, 2006) 

According to Vargas these capacities refers to action 

possibilities, skills and resources that are inherent to 

local social agents, based on three factors: the 

organization around a shared goal for continuous 

improvement of the living conditions of the local 

society; which generates adequate and useful 

instruments to achieve the stated objective, and 

knowledge and vision that keeps locally in a broader 
context, which is that of Globalization. 

Organizational Capacity 

Local social agents’ action possibilities, skills and 

resources are meant to generate cooperative 

initiatives, establishing specific roles and behavior 

norms for those integrated by the existence of a 

common project goal. This includes a sustained 

transformation and qualitative living conditions of the 

local society in which they reside as well as 

expectations of progress (Vargas, 2006).  

Organizational Capacity 
Local social agents’ action possibilities, skills and 

resources are meant to generate cooperative 

initiatives, establishing specific roles and behavior 

norms for those integrated by the existence of a 

common project goal. This includes a sustained 

transformation and qualitative living conditions of the 

local society in which they reside as well as 

expectations of progress (Vargas, 2006).  

Because shared goals can be thought of as part of a 

process of local development, the following 

representative elements should be addresses: 

a) Multipliers (organization forms of work, 

participation, distribution, circulation, 
consumption and reproduction): Denoting 

complementary and diverse economic activities, 

creating synergies that contribute to the 

reproduction of the initial impulse of local 

development processes. 

b) Sustainable: they do not affect natural resources 

or the ability to dispose of them in the future. 

c) Inclusive: gathering all sector of the local 

community, the features of the local 

development processes implemented dynamics. 

d) Lasting: that transcend economic situations and 

are relatively steady. 
e) Adaptable: they are capable of adapting to 

changing environmental conditions. 

 

Instrumental capacity 
This concept refers to the possibilities and abilities of 

local social agents to create the necessary tools that 

enable them to accomplish the objectives for local 

development they want to fulfill. Such instruments 

can be grouped in four categories: 

a) Planning: programming or developing projects 

that articulately consider the interests and 
initiatives of local social agent. 

b) Conclusion: to allow the formal establishment of 

agreements and joint interests and initiatives of 

local social agents. 

c) Administration: to allow local social agents to 

access resources and political organizations – 

administrative and private when necessary to 

accomplish its goals. 

d) Communication: to allow the communication of 

accomplishments and project feedback (Vargas 

2006). 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

 

In this research it was considered that sustainable 

development is the alternative means to maintain 

natural resources for Canoas. Faced with this 

situation, the following questions arise: is the 

community and natural resources ready for an 

application of tourism? What are the possible effects 

to which they are exposed? Is the potential tourist or 

visitor aware of the importance of this place and its 

preservation?  What is the current situation of 
Canoas? To what extent are the commoners willing to 

participate? And, which areas are suitable for the 

realization of tourist activities? Based on these 

questions, the objective is to evaluate the 

management system of natural resources in the 

Canoas ejido for sustainable tourism development. 

To comply with the work objective, the use and 

participation of the community in relation to its 

resources and possible activities developed in the 

village were taken into account. 
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This research aims to verify the following hypothesis: 

"the community has adequate resources to develop 
tourism with a sustainable management system." 

The research was developed by the methodological 

proposal of the Framework for the evaluation of 

Natural Resource Management Systems (MESMIS 

by its acronym in Spanish), which allows the use of 

socio-environmental and economic indicators. Based 

on this it was possible to know the degree of 

conservation of natural resources and their use, as 

well as the contamination or degradation of soil and 

water of the beaches and coastal zone, the capacity of 

organization of the population, their participation and 

quality of life. 
The way in which information is obtained is of great 

importance for research. The analysis instruments 

used in the research gathered information through 

surveys, interviews, bibliographical consultations and 

field studies, as well as the monitoring of the aquifer 

area by means of measuring instruments for water 

quality. 

The measurement scale was defined from the 

productive zone (coffee plantations and crops) of the 

region where the population is concentrated and the 

recreation area (Hilario puddle), which is where the 
study problem is concentrated. Surveys were 

conducted on 30 houses, considering that the 

approximate population is 350 inhabitants. 

Another method used in the work area was the 

collaborative capacity analysis, which consists of 

three collective capacities: organizational capacity 

that permits enables the community to reach an 

agreement with a common objective that benefits all 

of them; instrumental capacity, that allows them to 

create their own planning tools for consultation and 

social communication; systemic capacity which 

comprises the knowledge of local social agents 
related to national and international economic 

systems as well as new technologies to foster their 

development. 

 

IV. RESULTS  

 

Indicators were set as to allow a better channel of 

research towards specific objectives. The resources to 

be taken into account are the following: edaphology, 

hydrology, vegetation and social organization. 

The factors that affect the evaluation of the 
management system are: edaphology, hydrology, 

vegetation and social organization. These are the 

factors that can facilitate or hinder the productivity, 

stability, resilience, reliability, equity, adaptability 

and self-management of the system because these 

attributes define sustainability. 

The critical points of study that are part of the natural 

aspect (hydrology, edaphology and vegetation) are 

also responsible for the economic aspect, because of 

its pedology; for example, the study is mainly 

focused on the harvest and production of coffee. The 

study of these points allows to know the situation in 

which the resources are and the use that is given to 

them. 
Knowing the type of population, how much 

organization exists, and the characteristics of that 

society allows understanding the functioning and the 

current situation, as well as considering a possible 

future based on their social background, behavior and 

trends that have led to these days. Society is 

responsible for the natural aspect, since they are the 

main consumer of these resources. The evaluation 

that is carried out requires good reasoning in the face 

of these behaviors. 

The diagnostic criteria and the strategic indicators 

were determined based on the following general 
indicators: 

 Edaphology: land use and soil quality. These are 

strategic indicators that lead to a more direct 

result to determine everything related to the soil. 

 Hydrology: water use and water quality. This 

group of strategic indicators are of vital 

importance, so health factors could be 

determined. 

 Vegetation: flora management and reforestation 

norms. The community’s vegetation 

sustainability can be evaluated with these 
indicators. 

 Social: economic and social situation. These 

determinants are fundamental to define the 

collective capacity and the community 

organization to create any type of activity. 

 

4.1Edaphological situation 

In Canoas, soils have a mountainous topography 

which allows little agricultural use. There is also an 

important quantity of big stones, many of them, 

dragged by natural phenomena such as the cyclone of 
1959; they come from slates, crystalline acid rocks 

and crystalline basic rocks, which originate clay, mud 

and sandy crumbs. 

 

The ejido has different types of resources according 

to its use: 

 Farming lands: these are intended for 

agriculture and should be based on crops and the 

number of trained farmers of the nucleus or 

group concerned. 

 Grazing land or mountain: all the ejido must 
have their lands of forest, pasture to carry out 

extractive activities, collection and grazing of 

livestock. 

 Other ejido resources: forests, mines or tourist 

attractions. Even though they are property of the 

ejido, the law allows the commoner to associate 

or concede the resources to private investors. 

 

The community of Canoas has a high potential to 

produce coffee. However, the system used is 

polyculture (refers to the cultivation of varied species 

of vegetation) in which the producer is guided by 
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empirical criteria for the coffee plantation. The 

technology used is low level, characterized by the 
extensive cultivation conditions with a rustic 

production system. In addition, its uses natural 

vegetation as a shade, and traditional production 

techniques that result in low yields. 

Harvest begins mid-December and ends in April, this 

is an activity that demands a large amount of labor; 

cuts are usually 2 to 4 times. 

The ejido of Canoas is characterized by having highly 

fertile lands for the production of corn and wheat. 

The community grows them and, although the 

production is small, these products can be 

commercialized, since they only supply the domestic 
needs of the community. This does not mean that it is 

not important. 

They have previously sowed other grains, such as 

rice, sesame and beans. Due to the costs generated by 

this production, the community was forced to reduce 

it, until it became obsolete. 

Given this situation, it can be said that the measure to 

be taken is undoubtedly the search for alternative 

activities to generate other income for people in this 

community such as ecotourism and agritourism. 

Moreover, if government aid is considered, it is 
important that it is more constant and careful so that 

instead of producing negative effects, there are 

positive effects that improve the agricultural life of 

the population in Canoas. 

 

4.2 Hydrological situation 

Canoas is characterized by having two streams: Las 

Peñas that runs through the northern part and Canoas 

that crosses from east to west. Both join in the south 

to the Cacao River, which is a tributary of the 

Marabasco River. 

Water is a fundamental element for health, nutrition 
and healthy and hygienic conditions. Its existence, 

scarcity or even quality levels are important in the 

development of the place. 

The annual average rainfall of Canoas is 918.2mm. 

The rainy season includes the months of June to 

October, when 89.7% of water falls. 

It starts with isolated rains in the second half of May, 

and September is the month of greatest precipitation, 

which ranges between 390 and 400 mm. It registers 

regular rains in June, July, August and October and 

presents drought from March to May. 
 

The use of water 

The stream Canoas, benefits the irrigation of about 

200 hectares and is part of the Rh15 hydrological 

region (Chacala river sub-basin). In addition, 

severalsmallstreams run throughthecommunity, 

including: El Ajuatoso, Las Peñas, El Tablón, El 

Bajio, El Zamaora, El Huizcolotito, Tescalama, Agua 

Zarca and Arroyito de la Cruz. 

As already mentioned, water is used to irrigate crops, 

through a network of channels that connect the plots. 

These channels were created by the farmers 

themselves. 
The water of the stream has a second use which is 

domestic by means of a water tank. It is filled from 

the Canoas stream and then it is distributed to 

household outlets through hoses using a system called 

water by gravity or water rolled that does not have 

any filter or other purification treatment. For their use 

some people boil the water and others drink it 

directly. 

For a better use, the population is organized into 

sectors, establishing responsible liquid distribution 

schedules. 

Another use that is given to the water is recreational, 
as the inhabitants and visitors bathe in the puddles 

created by the riverbed along its route. In the Canoas 

stream, there is an area that locals call El Charco de 

Hilario, and it is the most visited puddle mainly on 

weekends. 

Another highly visited attraction is the waterfall of 

the cat which got its name from the current of water 

that formed certain modifications in the rocks 

creating a small waterfall. This is located in the upper 

part of the community, and in the lower area there are 

small pools formed naturally, as well as small stone 
dams formed by the inhabitants. 

 

Water quality  

The results are supported by the Federal Law of 

Rights Applicable Provisions in Matters of National 

Waters from which we take the specifications to 

approve the use of water as domestic and the 

protection of aquatic life. 

The second Mexican environmental health standards 

(norm by its acronym in Spanish) used was NOM-

127-SSA1-1994 (Modified 2000), and establishes the 

permissible limits of quality and water purification 
treatments for human use and consumption. 

The third norm used was the CE-CCA-001/89 that 

allows to evaluate recreational water as adequate or 

not adequate.  

The quality of water in the Canoas community is 

adequate and of good quality, based on an analysis 

that was carried out. 

 

4.3 Current situation of the vegetation 

Interesting facts emerged from the research such as 

the use of the great plant diversity of Canoas, since it 
is still important in this community. However, it is 

not a direct economic source for the people, it works 

as an indirect agent in the production of this coffee. 

Unlike other places where vegetation (mainly wood) 

is commercialized.  

Forest management 

One of the direct uses of wood in this community is 

domestic. It is used as firewood for the cooking of 

food, as well as construction material for simple 

structures. 

It is important to mention, that the latter happens with 

little frequency and very low amounts, reason why 
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the area of vegetal resources is not affected by wood 

predators.  
It is worth mentioning that even when they use wood 

in home activities, they remain on the margin and 

with a degree of respect for their resources, because 

the wood they use come from old pieces that are 

already on the ground and belong to a dead tree. 

As expected, rural or local communities have a 

limited but stable standard of living with sufficient 

food. Therefore, the soil for its subsistence is of vital 

importance. This means that in Canoas people still 

plant and harvest for the daily use, and what is being 

harvested, is rarely sold in large quantities or 

marketed as a characteristic product or productive 
activity. However, it allows the community to have a 

reliable source of food, since they are products that 

they plant for their own consumption. 

Owning effective remedies against diseases has been 

one of the greatest aspirations of man to the serious 

existential problem (the disease).  In time and space, 

people has come up with a variety of strategies to 

preserve and restore health or tranquility. 

As part of human´s needs, looking for medicinal 

herbs or plants has been an arduous job; one   that 

does not have a specific starting point. However, 
what is relevant are the positive effects they have in 

achieving healthy human condition. 

Healing procedures, remedies or plasters have been 

transmitted orally, from generation to generation. 

There are so many that to accumulate them all, a 

special remedy book could be complicated.  

Although many of these healing properties have not 

been scientifically proven, the neighbors maintain 

that tradition. They trust them and put them within 

the reach of those who might need them. Plants, 

herbs, fruits, roots, leaves and flowers that are used to 

cure some diseases and pains are found in most 
homes. 

 

Reforestation  

The society in this community knows the risks but 

above all the advantages of maintaining their forests, 

plantation areas and their afforestation in good 

condition. The state of Colima does not have a 

preservation law, nor has it declared the Canoas ejido 

as NPA (Natural Protected Area) under legal and 

institutional reforestation norms. Even so, the ejidal 

society has established reforestation guidelines that 
mention the following: " if a person cuts a tree in 

Canoas, there is a commitment to plant at least one or 

two trees regardless of the species”. This is to 

maintain the ecosystem and prevent the depletion of 

the benefit. 

According to the interview conducted in the field 

research (2010) to the ejidal authority, Canoas does 

not belong so far to any assistance program for 

reforestation or agriculture. Although it is true, the 

population has received sporadic support from 

institutions such as SAGARPA, which has supported 

the population with coffee plants and technical 

assistance for the implementation of fertilizers.  

Although it is given free of charge, it remains an 
option for the farmer or commoners to use it. Even 

though most farmers do not use fertilizers, they 

handle their coffee like organic coffee. 

Even though in Canoas there is no high tourist influx 

or tourism as such, it is intended to keep resources, 

above all of vegetation and flora, as a tourist 

attraction in the future if the commoner decides so. 

 

4.4Socio-economicsituation  
The socio-economic aspect of a place is determined 

by different factors such as the necessary resources 

for their survival, their customs and traditions, its 
needs, the productive activities and the collective 

capacity of the community. 

Canoas is a community that is aware of the socio-

economic changes, as well as the decadence and 

limitations that undoubtedly affect rural communities 

and even entire countries. Nowadays, the community 

situation is peaceful as it has always been. That is, the 

community has managed to adapt to a lifestyle that 

allows it to be self-sufficient. 

On the other hand, the current organization of the 

community exerts great influence because its 
associative capacity has an effective control of its 

economic and social activities with the objective of 

improving its situation. 

Therefore, the economy and society are the most 

important factors for an evaluation that determines 

the good management of natural and cultural 

resources and a sustainable preservation. 

 

4.4.1 Social situation 

The political organization of this type of community 

is led or represented by a municipal commissioner, 

who is in charge of publicizing information for the 
community and managing the population’s needs. 

The common land’s commissioner is in charge of the 

agrarian questions. This person and his assembly 

distribute and regulate the resources assigned to the 

field as well as the policy for land regulations. As a 

representative, he or she is responsible for managing 

support and field assistance programs for the benefit 

of the community commoners. 

The customs and traditions of the community have 

been maintained thanks to oral transmission 

generation to generation. Besides, people have 
preserved their customs without having to transform 

them because they are deeply rooted in the collective. 

 

Cooperate capacity for local development 

1. Organizational Capacity 

The three communities surrounding Canoas organize 

meetings between the communal land holder and 

local authorities from each community. These 

meetings are held according to the interests of the 

people involved. Hence, they can occur on a weekly, 

monthly or even semi-annually basis.  
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Multipliers (organization’s work forms: participation, 

distribution, circulation, consumption and 
reproduction) 

The way in which residents from nearby 

communities, such as Habillal, San Jose de Lumber 

and Camotlan, organize their work is through 

meetings with landowners. During these meetings, 

only a few people can vote and make decisions on 

behalf of the entire community. They distribute work 

in order to assign proper responsibility to each 

communal land holder, allowing them to reach a 

unique group decision in the end. 

Regarding social organization, the local authority of 

the community works with a group of individuals 
who serve as treasurer and secretaries, local land 

holders cannot be part of this staff.  However, their 

votes are considered, and their opinions weigh 

heavily in the community, given the fact that plans 

from people with higher hierarchy cannot be carried 

out if the landowners disagree. 

If a person wants to implement a project, but this will 

result in a change of the community lifestyle, it must 

be consulted and approved by the highest local 

authorities, because it is necessary to develop a 

system which includes benefit for all the community.  

Sustainable:  

In Canoas, some activities such as hunting animalsis 

not allowed, and also have to keep stream and 

community´s area clean. 

Inclusive:  

In these communities as mentioned above, there are 

two level of political power: the government and the 

community, especially the communal lands holders. 

Unfortunately, although each community is tiny, and 

everyone knows, there is no binding by these two 

powers and no inhabitant itself is why every person 

works for himself. 
Regarding the distribution of power if a person of 

high command performs activities without the 

consent of the other, this person is relieved of his 

office and so consequently its authority over the 

community. 

Although the community has the power and the vote 

to put under their representatives, disunity by both 

parties makes no progress both collectively and 

individually. 

Enduring:  

Some of the people who are in high positions, are the 
people best known whether the community and 

around and so are people who all their lives have 

lived there and that over the years have had some 

weight on other people in this place. 

One of these seats are the communal lands holders 

since they own their own land, but cannot do 

whatever they want with them, they ca not be 

removed this property. 

 

It also does not refer as individuals and their 

dependents, but also their activities and processes for 

this activity such as: agriculture in this area, ie what 

can be planted and what is not either the soil or 

economic spill that would leave the town. 

Adaptable.  

Despite the disunity that exists in this town by the 

authorities, is the initiative of each person wanting to 

get ahead, and that is why we note that although there 

are differences in this community there is also 

available. 

Given the example in surveys of residents of the 

communities of San José de Lumber, Camotlán and 

Lumber, could identify a percentage (25%) of people 

(10 people) who adapted by hereditary or overcoming 

the actors working in the field services, to name some 

of the services they provide are: 

2. Instrumental Capacity 

The knowledge of the residents is required for the 

necessary growth, but lack the tools to perform tasks 

is therefore need the support of others and / or 

government to make growth in communities, and 

these organizations are very candid at this time. 

Due to the lack of confidence that lack the villagers, 

the government is uninterested in support for that 

reason has negative way these communities and this 

causes the quality of life for residents and their 

communities cannot increase or remain within the 
range has been substantial over years. 

Planning 

The residents of the communities are not able to take 

the lead or declare projects for the development and 

growth of these places for themselves; they leave full 

responsibility for the common lands holding 

commissioners, municipal commissioners and local 

political authorities. 

They claim not to be able due to the scarcity of 

information and education, claim they are just 

workers and residents of places and that is the 

responsibility of others. The lack of studies caused 
people to become stagnant, so they cannot progress 

due to the support and advice of the government 

sector or possibly with university student academies 

focused on areas of opportunity for them to be 

requested. 

Management coalition 

Commoners in hand with common land holding 

commissioners, the mayor, the president of the 

community, staff them go together to carry out any 

activity through methods, skills and strategies to 

accomplish the achievement the objectives proposed 
to enhance the development of community residents. 

These in turn must agree with the above proposals for 

acts of votes, because if some authority or the same 

people are not happy or agree with the proposal made 

by some of the local players, this activity cannot be 

carried out, it has to have the consent of all 

participants’ protagonists in the activities of 

development or growth. 

Communication 

Communication between the commoners is very good 

because it is not a very large area most of these 
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people is known in the community for which its 

relations are favorable. 
To mention the government within communities is 

understood by those intended to inform communities 

of the events that will or dictate in such places, have 

good communication with local. 

4.4.2 Economic situation 

This ejido has allowed a productive community to 

develop. The population has been identified by its 

strength and conservation of agronomic customs and 

the high quality of its coffee. Within this productivity 

and functionality, there are also important aspects that 

hinder alternative developments such as tourism. 

This region has been awarded this development 
option mainly because of its natural attractions. 

However, society, even when it agrees to this activity, 

is not fully prepared for this change especially when 

one of the situations that most affects this item, is the 

lack of young entrepreneurs who are interested in the 

community, not agriculturally but touristically. 

The community makes an income in an annual basis. 

This means that whatever the amount the coffee 

cooperative harvests and manages to commercialize 

takes place once a year. This process usually occurs 

from the middle of December to April. This is the 
largest income in their economy throughout the year. 

As a second source of income, the community has a 

small production of vegetables, corn, sugarcane and 

fruit trees. They integrate them into their diet to 

survive and in some cases, they sell them in small 

quantities or are used as an exchange for other goods 

for their sustenance. 

Finally, other source of income comes from the 

sporadic support they receive from their children who 

work in urban areas or abroad. 

 

V. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Canoas has the essential potential to become a place 

with possibilities for sustainable development in the 

tourist and agricultural fields. 

The objective of this research was to evaluate the 

management system of natural resources in the ejido 

of Canoas for sustainable development. As a result, it 

is determined that the current state of the community 

resources is propitious to implement alternative 

activities that allow agricultural and touristic 

development to improve the population quality of 
life. 

The necessary guidelines for evaluating sustainability 

were followed according to the attributes of the 

methodology that was determined to carry out the 

research. These have been mostly applicable to issue 

a judgment and provide suggestions that allow 

improvement, as well as to raise strategies and 

recommendations that boost a new cycle in the 

management system. 

According to the analysis that was carried out, the 

participation of the government, the private sector 

and the community must be considered when a 

project is intended to be carried out regardless of its 

size. If so, there will be greater control, people can 
become more involved and they can demand the 

results that have been programmed according to the 

objectives. 

The community of Canoas has adequate resources to 

develop tourism with a sustainable management 

system. 

Finally, based on the data that has been gathered, a 

series of more viable recommendations emerge, and 

they are described below: 

Ecotourism and agritourism as an alternative to local 

development. This activity must be managed through 

a regulatory committee that is in charge of the use 
and preservation for a touristic purpose to benefit the 

community. Cooperation from the municipal and 

state authorities. They should manage their 

integration to municipal and state programs that 

commit them to give constant support and encourage 

the development and promotion of this area. 

Determine the load capacity. Determine and order the 

space where tourism activity will be developed to 

avoid the deterioration of natural resources. Health 

measures for coffee plantations. In order to eliminate 

the risk of contamination of crops caused by visitors’ 
footwear and clothing. Preservation of aquatic life. 

Determine a protection zone and hatchery for 

different species that serve as food supplies for the 

community. 

Tourist zoning Identify and group areas with tourism 

potential in terms of quality and quantity to justify the 

development of the activity. Exploit medicinal 

vegetation. Through botanical gardens that allow 

visitors to know the characteristics and benefits of 

this type of vegetation. 

Training. Seek the advice of experts and official 

agencies to give good management of resources and 
create marketing strategies. Determine the services 

and activities that will be offered.  

 

REFERENCE 

 
[1] Bárcena, I. y Ibarra, P. (2008). Desarrollo Sostenible. Un 

concepto polémico. Ed. Porrúa, Argentina  

[2] César Dachary, A (2002) Globalización, Turismo y 

Sustentabilidad: CentroUniversitario de la Costa, Universidad 

de Guadalajara, México 

[3] Daltabuit D., Magali et al. (2000), Ecoturismo y Desarrollo 

Sustentable: Impacto en comunidades rurales en la selva 

Maya, coauts Cuernavaca: UNAM, CRIM 

[4] Enkerlin, E., Cano, G. y Garza, R. (1997).  Ciencia ambiental 

y desarrollo sostenible, Mexico: International Thomson 

[5] Garrido, F. J. (2005). Desarrollo sostenible y agenda 21 local, 

prácticas, metodología y teoría; construyendo ciudadanía. 

Cimas, Mexico 

[6] Lickorish, L., J. Jenkins, C. L. (2000). Una introducción al 

turismo. Spain: Ed. Síntesis. 

[7] McIntosh, R. y Goeldner, C. (2006). Turismo: planeación, 

administración y perspectiva. Mexico: Ed. Limusa, No. 2,  

[8] Monroy, R. y Colín, H. (2002). Turismo rural, agroturismo y 

ecoturismo., Mexico: Ed. Impresos Júpiter 

[9] Nava, L. (2008). Café de Canoas. Correo Manzanillo. 



International Journal of Management and Applied Science, ISSN: 2394-7926                          Volume-5, Issue-10, Oct.-2019 

http://iraj.in 

Tourism Development Proposal through the Evaluation of Natural Resources Condition and Collective Capacity through the Sustainability 

Indicators, in the Case of Canoas, Mexico 

 

58 

[10] Masri de Achar, S. y L. Robles Ponce (1997) La industria 

turística: hacia la sustentabilidad. México, D.F.: Diana. 

Presidencia de la República. 

[11] Negreros C., Patricia (1999). Sustentabilidad y sistemas 

campesinos. México: Mundi-Prensa. 

[12] Panayotou, Theodore (1994). Ecología, Medio ambiente y 

desarrollo: Debate crecimiento-versus conversación. México: 

Gemika. 

[13] Paz, Maria Fernanda (1995). Aspectos sociales de la 

deforestación en América Latina. Centro Regional de 

Investigación Multidisciplinarias.Mexico: UNAM 

[14] Rivera Sánchez, Liliana.: El discurso de la participación en 

las propuestas de desarrollo social en Sociedad Civil Vol. 7. 

Mexico DF. 

[15] Rico, Carlos A. (1999). Especio Lúdico., El papel de la 

recreación en la construcción de lugares. Colombi: Fundación 

Libre.  

[16] Rodríguez Zermeño, Guadalupe and Zizumbo Villarreal, 

Lilia (2009) Desarrollo Turístico y capacidad colectivas en 

San Juan de Las Huertas, Zinacantepec, México. Brazil, 

Universidad de São Paulo 

[17] Panayotou, Theodore (1994). Ecología, Medio ambiente y 

desarrollo: Debate crecimiento-versus conversación. 

Mexico:Gemika. 

[18] Shugurensky, Daniel (1989): El problema del desarrollo. 

Mexico: Orealc. 

[19] Smith, Stephen (1992): Geografiarecrativa. México: Trillas. 

[20] Sureda, Jaume and Calvo, Ana Maria (1998). Recursos 

documentales para la ambientalización de la formación 

profesional en turismo: Di 7 Editores. 

[21] Tamayo Y Tamayo, Mario (1994): El proceso de 

Investigación científica, México: Noriega Limusa. 

[22] Vargas Castro, José Alejandro (2006): El desarrollo local en 

el contexto de la globalización. INAP, México 

[23] Veltneyer, Henry andO´Malley, Anthony (2003). En contra 

del neoliberalismo. México: Purroa 

[24] Vera, Fernando et al. (1997). Análisis territorial del turismo: 

una nueva geografía del turismo. Barcelona, Spain: Ariel,S.A. 

[25] Veltneyer, henry y O´Malley, Anthony (2003). En contra del 

neoliberalismo. México: Purrúa 

[26] Wanichanugorn, Wannaporn (1995). Ecotourism. Thailand: 

The weekend Nation Magazine. 

[27] Organización Mundial del Turismo (OMT) (1998). 

Introducción al Turismo. Madrid: Egraf 

[28] Organización Mundial del Turismo (OMT) (1999), Guía para 

Aministraciones Locales: Desarrollo turístico sostenible. 

Madrid:Egraf 

[29] Zamorano Casal, Francisco Manuel (2002). Turismo 

alternativo: Servicios turísticos diferenciados: animación, 

turismo de aventura, turismo cultural, Ecoturismo, recreativo. 

México:Trillas. 

[30] Ziperovich, Andrés (2004) Turismo y recreación. 

México:Trillas. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 


