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Abstract- The Red Tent, a novel by Anita Diamant, is a revelation of the decrepitude of the ancient womanhood. It puts 
forth very vividly the doctrines of the creaky womanhood. The story revolves around Dinah, the only daughter of Leah and 
Jacob, and has also been exhilarated by a few lines from the Genesis.  The entire storyline is based on the theme of 
redemption and resurrection. The Red Tent is told in Dinah’s voice and clinches with Dinah’s own alarming and 
unforgettable story of betrayal, grief and love. It gives edification into women’s society in a spellbinding period of early 
history. The present paper attempts to highlight the suffering of women during childbirth and what all they have to go 
through in the process. Women enter the Red Tent during the new moon when on their periods, pregnant or while 
breastfeeding. The women do not work during the new moon. After the birth of a baby boy, mothers rest from one moon to 
the next, but after giving birth to a baby girl, i.e. to a birth–giver, the mothers are subjected to a long period of separation 
from the world of men. The present study depicts how death is the shadow of birth and the price which women have to pay 
for the honour of giving life - some women die during childbirth and some die of fever after childbirth. Dinah, the 
protagonist gets a lot of insights into the plight of women while working as a mid-wife. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
An American authorof fiction and non-fiction books, 
Anita Diamant “makes readers see there’s not much 
difference between people across the eons when it 
comes to trial and tragedy, happiness and love.” 
(Booklist)She was a“freelance journalist in the 
Boston area since 1975.” Her “best-selling novel The 
Red Tent, is a vivid retelling of the ancient story from 
the woman’s point of view.” 
Anita Diamant “claims that the Red Tent in her book 
was fictionalized, but is rooted in research from 
Africa. Menstrual hut and moon lodge traditions 
shape women’s understanding of the Red Tent as a 
women’s power space.” (Diamant) 
“The Red Tent celebrates both the onset of puberty 
(with a ritual that is nearly orgasmic) and 
menstruation.”(Chacko) 
As per the reviews by the Los Angeles Times, “By 
giving a voice to Dincah, one of the silent female 
characters in Genesis, the novel has struck a chord 
with women who may have felt left out of biblical 
history. It celebrates mothers and daughters and the 
mysteries of the life cycle.” 
“Things We Don’t Talk About is a documentary film 
by filmmaker Isadora Gabrielle Leidenfrost, Ph.D.” 
The film accentuates on the requisite and fledgling 
women’s folklore from inside the Red Tent that 
entwines their mitigating tales simultaneously. 
The character of Dinah can be called a true example 
of a valorous woman who defied all the odds. Her 
story takes us deep into the pre-modern culture and 
the role of the women during those days. Particular 
attention has been given to a woman’s first period 
and after this the transformation in her life.“Dinah 
learns from her Aunt Rachel the mysteries of 

midwifery and from her other aunts the art of 
homemaking.” 
 
II. ROLE OF THE WOMEN AS A CHILD 
BEARER AND A MIDWIFE 
 
In the beginning of the novel, the writer has thrown 
light into the characters of the four sisters, Leah, 
Rachael, Bilhah and Zilpah. Laban was the father to 
all these sisters born from different mothers which 
clearly indicates that there was no such thing called 
love and purity in a relationship. A woman’s body 
was just used as a machine to bear children and suffer 
thereafter. Adah, the mother of Leah, had already 
given birth to seven sons and daughters before she 
was born. “Adah named her beloved last-born Leah, 
which means “mistress,” and she wept a prayer that 
this child would live, for she had buried seven sons 
and daughters.”(Page 8) 
 
The men always wanted sons to be born as they 
thought that only a son could take care of the flocks 
and other things. This put much pressure mentally on 
the females who had nothing to do with it.  They used 
to try every way possible for a boy-child. “My 
grandfather laid the blame for the state of his herds 
and his dwindling wealth upon the fact thatall his 
sons had died at birth or in infancy, leaving him 
nothing but daughters. He gave no thought to his own 
sloth, believing that only a son would turn his luck 
around. He consulted the local priests, who told him 
to sacrifice his best rams and a bull so that the gods 
might give him a boy-child. He had lain with his 
wives and concubines in the fields, as an old midwife 
suggested, and all he had gotten for that effort was an 
itchy backside and bruises on his knees.”(Page 12) 
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Jacob wanted to marry Laban’s daughter, Rachael, so 
when he asked him about the bride price, Laban said 
that he would offer his daughter at his service for 
seven years. This was such a sad state of affairs 
where a girl’s marriage was not even a marriage but 
considered a mere service to some other man. “Jacob 
asked Laban about Rachel’s bride price, as she had 
said he would that very first day. Since it was clear 
that his nephew had no means or property, Laban 
thought he could get the man cheap, and made a 
magnanimous how of offering his daughter for a mere 
seven years’ service.”(Page 14) 
 The girls were not accepted for marriage without a 
bride price. Jacob also did not want to accept Rachael 
without a bride price as he would incur loss. “Jacob 
could not accept a bride without a dowry. That would 
have made Rachel a concubine and him a fool for 
paying with a year of his life for a girl who had only a 
grindstone, a spindle, and the clothes on her back to 
her name.”(Page 14) 
Rachel was still not ready for marriage as she had still 
not bled. This shows the significance of menstruation 
in a woman’s life. A woman can only be complete 
once she has started bleeding. Adah told Laban, 
“Rachel could not even be promised, she told her 
husband. The girl might look ready to marry, but she 
was still unripe, having not yet bled.”(Page 14) 
 This started giving Rachel nightmares and she started 
fearing about her future that she would never bleed 
and therefore never be able to marry Jacob and have 
sons. It simply shows the sole reason why marriage 
used to happen in those times just for the sake of 
sons. No one desired for daughters as the sons were 
considered to give their fathers a helping hand. 
The writer has also portrayed the ceremony which 
follows after a woman’s first blood. It’s the happiest 
time in their lives as they finally can bear children 
hereafter.Women used to gather together in the Red 
Tent, sing songs, dance to joy and decorate the girl 
with jewels. 
“Rachel bled her first blood, and cried with relief. 
Adah, Leah, and Zilpah sang the piercing, throaty 
song that announces births, deaths, and women’s 
ripening. As the sun set on the new moon when all 
the women commenced bleeding, they rubbed henna 
on Rachel’s fingernails and on the soles of her feet. 
Her eyelids were painted yellow, and they slid every 
bangle, gem, and jewel that could be found onto her 
fingers, toes, ankles, and wrists. They covered her 
head with the finest embroidery and led her into the 
red tent. They sang songs for thegoddesses; for 
Innana and the Lady Asherah of the Sea. They spoke 
of Elath, the mother of the seventy gods, including 
Anath in that number, Anath the nursemaid, defender 
of mothers.  
(Page 15) 
The life of a woman was very unpredictable during or 
after a child-birth. She had no idea whether she would 
stay alive to see the face of her new born.There is a 
mention of Rebecca, Jacob’s mother, who had nearly 

died while giving birth to her twins. “Giving birth to 
the twins nearly killed Rebecca, who bled so much 
there was nothing left to sustain another life inside 
her.”(Page 16) 
Rachel was too nervous to marry Jacob and to spend 
her night with him fearing sex and its pain. So Leah 
sat in the bride’s place instead of Rachel. Jacob had 
no problem in marrying Leah as they both had a 
liking for each other since the beginning. So after the 
marriage procession was over, the bride and the 
groom were left for seven days in their tent and 
everyone else blessed them with sons.Leah 
remembers, “Finally, Jacob stood and helped me to 
my feet. He led me to the tent where we would spend 
our seven days, with Laban following, hooting and 
wishing us sons.”(Page 19) 
This gives us a clear indication that marriage was just 
a first step to produce babies. The only reason to 
marry each other was to have babies. Women were 
only looked upon as child-bearing instruments that 
had to forever reproduce children until they were old 
or until they died.Jacob also married Rachel in the 
following days and took Zilpah as dowry for Leah 
and Bilhah as a bride-price for Rachel. This is how all 
the four sisters got married to a single man, Jacob. 
“At the first new moon after Leah’s bridal week, 
there was no blood between her legs. But she kept 
this news to herself.” (Page 21)This shows that soon 
after marriage, the woman used to conceive. This was 
marriage’s only meaning, to bear a child after child. 
The midwives played a very predominant part in the 
lives of the women as it was only them who used to 
help the women go through the strenuous process of 
childbirth. The midwife’s kit consisted of “the knife, 
the string, reeds for suction, amphorae of cumin, 
hyssop, and mint oil” (Page 23)  
When a woman went through childbirth other ladies 
in the Red Tent comforted her along with the 
midwife. Inna, the midwife, had only words to 
comfort Leah while she was going through the 
contractions. “She praised her, reassured her, told her, 
“Good, good, good, my girl.” Soon, all of the women 
in the tent joined her in repeating ‘Good, good, 
good,” clucking like a clutch of doves.” (Page 23) 
After the baby was born, the ladies used to pass him 
“around the tent, wiping him and kissing him, 
praising his limbs, his torso, his head, his little sex.” 
(Page 23)This shows the unity and strength of the 
women in the Red Tent who were always there for 
each other in all the difficult situations and supported 
mutually. 
“Henceforth, Leah was named as a great mother 
because she was always bearing a child or giving to 
them. Even when she married her third son, she was 
happy after sometime because she bore child in her 
womb again and gave birth to her fourth son. Like a 
machine, she kept on bearing children in her womb 
and kept on delivering them, without a thought. Leah 
wore the mantle of the great mother, seemingly 
always pregnant or nursing. Two years after Reuben’s 
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birth, she bore a second son, Simon. Levi was born 
only eighteen months later. Leah miscarried after 
that, but within another year her sorrow was forgotten 
in the joy of her fourth son, Judah.”(Page 26) 
At the same time Rachel was very upset as she was 
not able to bear a child after trying almost everything 
in the world. She followed all the superstitions, all the 
remedies but still she was not able to become 
pregnant which was a huge disappointment in her 
life. “Rachel tried every remedy, every potion, every 
rumored cure. She wore only red and yellow—the 
colors of life’s blood and the talisman for healthy 
menstruation. She slept with her belly against trees 
said to be sacred to local goddesses. Whenever she 
saw running water, she lay down in it, hoping for the 
life of the river to inspire life within her. She 
swallowed a tincture made with bee pollen until her 
tongue was coated yellow and she peed a saffron 
river. She dined upon snake—the animal that gives 
birth to itself, year after year.” (Page 26) 
While Rachel was busy finding ways to conceive, she 
started assisting Inna and learnt the work of a 
midwife. “During her quest for a child of her own, 
Rachel assisted Inna and became her apprentice. She 
learned what to do when the baby presented itself feet 
first, and what to do when the baby came too fast and 
the mother ’s flesh tore and festered. She learned how 
to keep a stillborn’s mother from giving up her spirit 
in despair. And how, when a mother died, to cut open 
the womb and save the childwithin.” (Page 27) 
Rachel narrated the stories of women at the time of 
childbirth, their feelings, their reactions or in the case 
they die, their husband’s reaction.“Of a mother who 
died and a father who sold the infant before her body 
was cold. Of a man who swooned at the death of a 
beloved wife. Of a woman who cried blood for her 
dead child. She told of potions that worked a miracle 
upon one woman and seemed to kill another, of an 
armless monster left out to die in the night air, of 
blood that carried off and blood that healed. 
There were triumphant stories, too, of healthy twins, 
of a baby born blue, the cord wrapped tight around its 
neck, brought to life by Inna, who sucked the death 
from the little one’s nostrils with a river reed. 
Sometimes Rachel made her sisters laugh with 
imitations of women who roared like lions and others 
who held their breath and fainted rather than make a 
peep.” (Page 27) 
On the fortunatedelivery of a child, the midwives 
were even given presents as a mark of the mother’s 
gratification and contentment. “Often, Rachel 
returned bearing a bracelet, a bowl, or a skein of 
wool—tokens of gratitude for her generosity at 
childbed. The imperious beauty became a tender-
hearted healer in the service of mothers.” (Page 27) 
Women gave birth to new-borns and also lost their 
children in the process. Some children used to die in 
the womb, some after birth and in some cases the 
mother used to die after the childbirth without even 
seeing the face of her new-born.“In the red tent we 

knew that death was the shadow of birth, the price 
women pay for the honour of giving life. Thus, our 
sorrow was measured.” (Page 27) 
The women who were tired of bearing children were 
suggested by the midwives to take fennel seeds or 
pessary for a while and take a break to regain their 
lost health which they had lost while taking care of 
their children and giving birth. Same was the case 
with Leah. “After Judah’s birth, Leah grew tired. Inna 
advised her to leave off bearing for a while, and 
brought her fennel seeds and also showed her how to 
fashion a pessary out of beeswax.” (Page 27) 
When the woman felt it right to bear a child again, 
she would keep the fennel seeds and pessary aside 
and bear children again. So was the case with Leah. 
“After two years, she put away the fennel seeds and 
pessary and conceived another son, whom shebore 
easily and named Zebulun, by which Leah meant 
“exalt,” because with his birth, Leah exalted in her 
body’s ability to heal and to give life once more.” 
(Page 28) 
Woman usually decided the name of their child 
beforehand and announced it in case she doesn’t stay 
alive to see the child. Such was the irony. “Zilpah 
cried and wailed, sure that her daughter would die, or 
that she would be dead before she saw her girl, her 
Ashrat, for she had chosen her name already and told 
it to her sisters in case she did not survive.”(Page 33) 
Either the women were dead or almost half-dead 
during the childbirth but they were supposed to bear 
as many children as they could. This was their only 
role. One such example was of Zilpah who was half-
dead after giving birth to twins and she didn’t even 
see her children for another ten days as she lay 
completely motionless and spiritless.“Zilpah had no 
more tears by the time Inna directed her to push. She 
was ashen and cold. She was half dead, and there was 
no strength even to scream when the baby finally 
came, tearing her flesh front and back.” “Zilpah lay 
on the blanket, not dead but not alive either, for eight 
days and more.” (Page 33) 
Leah gave birth to her last child which was a baby 
girl and named her Dinah. She was the only daughter 
born to Jacob as his wives always gave birth to 
sons.There was a difference in the resting time of 
women in the Red Tent after childbirth depending 
upon whether the child is a boy or a girl.“After the 
birth of a boy, mothers rested from one moon to the 
next, but the birth of a birth-giver required a longer 
period of separation from the world of men.”(Page 
38) 
Another such example of the suffering of a woman 
during the childbirth was of Rachel’s delivery. In her 
case, her “baby’s feet were down” and “Inna’s efforts 
to turn the child caused Rachel terrible pain, and she 
cried out so pitifully that all the children of the camp 
burst into tears at the sound.”(Page 39) 
But in the desire of a child after fifteen years, she did 
not give up but everyone else thought that she would 
die for sure as it was almost three days of the dreadful 



International Journal of Management and Applied Science, ISSN: 2394-7926                                 Volume-5, Issue-7, Jul.-2019 
http://iraj.in 

Child-Bearing Role of The Women and Midwifery in The Novel The Red Tent 
 

123 

agony. “Two terrible days in which Leah and Zilpah 
and Bilhah each bade Rachel goodbye, it seemed so 
certain that she would die.”(Page 39) 
Inna, the midwife, “did not give up. She gave Rachel 
every herb and every medicine in her pouches. She 
tried combinations that no herb weaver had used. She 
muttered secret prayers, though she was not initiated 
into the mysteries of magic words and 
incantations.”(Page 39) 
Such was the role of the midwife in a woman’s life. 
But some people used to blame the midwife for in 
case of a death of the mother or the child. Inna told“a 
sorry tale about a deformed stillbirth—a tiny head, 
twisted limbs—born to a girl made pregnant at her 
first blood. “Too young,” said Inna, with an angry 
mouth. “Far too young.” The father was a stranger, a 
wild-haired man of many years. When the baby and 
mother both died, he accused the midwife of causing 
his misfortune by casting spells upon them.” (Page 
60) 
In the Red Tent, the women prepared “the body to 
receive the new month’s life” and gave “thanks—for 
repose and restoration, for the knowledge that life 
comes from between our legs, and that life costs 
blood.” (Page 88) 
In the Red Tent, only the women who used to bleed 
or was bearing a child, was allowed to enter. “At the 
new moon” the woman “who was past childbearing 
did not enter” nor could the one “who was still 
unripe.” (Page 90) 
When Dinah had her first periods, all the women in 
the Red Tent celebrated the news with great fervour. 
“Unlike a bride, they painted a line of red from” 
her“feet up to” her“sex,” and “from her hands they 
made a pattern of spots that led” to her “navel.” (Page 
95) 
“They put kohl” on her eyes and “perfumed” her 
“forehead” and armpits. All the women were 
affectionate, sugary and chuckle some to her. They 
rubbed her back and neck. They chanted songs of joy 
among themselves. She was then taken outside where 
the wheat was grown and was made to lie “naked” 
and “facedown” on the cool soil.”She lay down “to 
embrace the earth” and “to give the first blood back 
to the land.” (Page 95) 
 
Dinah started assisting Rachel when Inna, the 
midwife, grew old enough to walk. “Rachel took me 
with her and I began to learn with my hands as well 
as with my eyes.”(Page 98) 
Dinah and Rachel went to Shechem, the kingdom of 
Hamor, as midwives because “One of the women in 
the king’s household”was“about to deliver” and 
“Hamor’s queen” called“for the midwives from 
Jacob’s house to attend her.” (Page 100) 
Here, Dinah and Shalem, the prince,fell for each 
other. Shalem “was a firstborn son, the handsomest 
and quickest of the king’s children, well-liked by the 
people of Shechem. He was golden and beautiful as a 
sunset.” (Page 101) 

Their relationship was also approved by Shalem’s 
mother, the queen, Re-nefer. They both made love 
after their second meeting and Dinah was referred to 
as “little wife” by Shalem. They spent many days and 
nights together without anyone disturbing them. 
“Night fell and food was left at the doorway—
wonderful fruit and golden wine, fresh bread and 
olives and cakes dripping in honey. We ate every 
morsel like famished dogs.” (Page 105) 
Dinah had no worries of her coming times as Shalem 
told her that their “lovemaking sealed” their 
“marriage.” (Page 105)Hamor, the king, himself went 
to Jacob, Dinah’s father, to ask for Dinah as his 
daughter-in-law and was ready to pay any bride price 
as his son loved the girl. “Name what you wish and it 
is yours, for my son loves the girl. And I hear she is 
willing, too.” (Page 107) 
Dinah’s brothers, Simon and Levi, did not approve of 
her relationship with Shalem “sensing that their own 
positions would be diminished by such an alliance.” 
(Page 109) 
Jacob demanded the “foreskin” of everyone’s “penis” 
as a bride-price for his daughter and Shalemagreed“to 
the demands.”(Page 109) 
Dinah was very sad with all the happenings. “I hated 
my father for asking such a terrible price. I hated my 
husband and his father for agreeing to pay it. I hated 
my mother-in-law for smoothing the way. I hated 
myself most for being the cause of it all.” (Page 111) 
After everyone returned back to the palace post 
giving their foreskins, they were feeling very weak, 
so they all rested. The same night, every man in the 
kingdom was murdered by Dinah’s own brothers, 
Simon and Levi. She “was covered in blood.”Dinah 
mentions how Shalem’s “blood soaked through the 
blankets and burned my breasts, streamed down my 
legs, coated my toes. I was drowning in my lover’s 
blood.”(Page 112)“It was Simon who lifted me and 
Levi who stopped up my mouth, and the two of them 
trussed me hand and foot like a sacrificial goat, 
loaded me on the back of donkey, and packed me off 
to my father’s tent.” “They murdered every man they 
found alive.”(Page 112) 
Dinah “cursed them all.” She “named them each and 
called forth the power of every god and every 
goddess, every demon and every torment, to destroy 
and devour them.”She left her father’s tent forever, 
never to return again.(Page 115) 
Re-nefer and her guard, Nehesi had survived the 
attack.Dinah has mentioned as to how Re-nefer 
“blamed only herself for the death of her husband and 
son, because she had wished for our marriage and 
made sacrifices to ensure our union. She had sent 
Shalem to seek me in the market andarranged for us 
to fall into each other’s arms unhindered. She took 
the guilt upon herself and never put it aside.” (Page 
118)She was kind towards Dinah in the “hope of a 
grandchild.” (Page 118)All the three “hired a Minoan 
boat for the journey to Egypt” to Re-nefer’s brother’s, 
Nakht-re, palace. She told Dinah, “Hear what I say 
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and obey.” “I will call you daughter in front of my 
brother and his wife.” “You will bear your son on my 
knees, and he will be a prince of Egypt.” (Page 119) 
Dinah couldn’t stop having nightmares of Shalem.“I 
felt the weight of Shalem againstmy back, a 
wonderful heaviness that comforted me completely. 
But then came an unnatural heat ontomy chest and 
hands and then I discovered my mouth was full of 
Shalem’s blood, my nose clogged with the dusty 
smell of life ebbing out of him.”(Page 119) 
As Dinah was pregnant, she was well looked after by 
each and every one in Nakht-re’s palace in Egypt. 
She “was fed amazing foods.” She “ate melons with 
orange flesh and melons with pink flesh, and there 
were always dates in abundance.” (Page 122) 
She missed her mother and aunts too. “My mother did 
not know I was pregnant. My aunts did not even 
know that I was alive. I shuddered with loneliness.” 
(Page 122) 
Dinah had seen all kinds of childbirth when she used 
to assist Rachel. It brings into light the many folds of 
sufferings during childbirth, be it happy or sad. Dinah 
had “witnessed the arrival of many healthy babies and 
the courage of many capable mothers.” She 
“remembered the women who had fainted, the 
women who hadscreamed and wept and begged to 
die. She“remembered a woman who died with her 
eyes wide open in terror, and a woman who died in a 
torrent of blood, her eyes sunken in 
exhaustion.”(Page 123)When Dinah’s water broke, 
she missed her mother and aunts terribly. “Mother,” I 
cried, feeling the absence of four beloved faces, four 
pairs of tender hands. How far away they were.” She 
wondered “Why had no one told” her that during 
childbirth “body would become a battlefield, a 
sacrifice, a test?” and “that birth is the pinnacle where 
women discover the courage to become mothers?” 
(Page 124) 
Meryt, the midwife, helped Dinah during her 
childbirth. After going through a tough child birth, 
the irony in Dinah’s life was that her own son wasn’t 
hers as per Re-nefer’s condition who was “his mother 
in Egypt.” Dinah would be “his nurse and he will 
know that” she “gave him life. But he would call 
them“both Ma” and that she could stay there until he 
"was ready for school.”(Page 125) 
At the age of Nine, Re-mose, Dinah’s son, was sent 
to school to “become a scribe.” 
This was a period when Dinah’s old, sad days seemed 
back as “the old dream returned in all its force” and 
“she was alone in Egypt once more.” (Page 
128)Dinah had “vanished during those long years 
without anyone taking more than passing notice 
except for Meryt.”(Page 130)Dinah stayed in 
isolation in the garden most of the time and never 
wanted to step out of her boundary except one day 
when her “quiet life ended during the fourth year 
after Re-mose left the house of Nakht-re, when 
Ruddedit’s daughter came to stand upon the 
bricks.”(Page 132) 

When everyone including the doctors and the 
midwife, Meryt gave up, then Dinah helped the 
woman during the childbirth with her amazing skills. 
The woman’s, Hatnuf’s, “first baby had been born 
dead—full-sized and perfect in every feature, but 
lifeless. After years of miscarrying, another child had 
finally taken root, but she faced this labor in terror, 
and after a full day of travail, the pains had not 
advanced the baby’s progress.”(Page 132)Her first 
baby was born with much pain but “he was dead.” 
“With just one more push” she delivered another 
child but “the little one arrived in a torrent of blood 
that would not cease. No amount of packing stanched 
the flow, and within moments of her son’s birth, 
Hatnuf died, her head on her mother’s lap.” (Page 
134) 
This again takes us into the child-bearing role of the 
woman and the agonies through which she makes her 
way. 
After this childbirth, Dinah became very famous all 
around and was called as “Den-ner the midwife.”So, 
both Dinah and Meryt “became the midwives” of 
their “neighbourhood, which comprised many fine 
houses where the ladies and their servants enjoyed 
fertile wombs.” “For every healthy baby” they were 
“rewarded with jewelry, amulets, fine linen, or jars of 
oil.” (Page 134) 
One fine day, when Dinah and Meryt went to the 
market where her “eye fell upon a handsome box 
with an inlaid cover that bloomed with a garden made 
of ivory and faience and mother-of-Pearl.” (Page 135) 
The carpenter, Benia, who had made it “appeared 
behind his work and began to tell the story of its 
making.” The “sound of his voice and the gentleness 
of his words had moved” Dinah.Meryt introduced 
Dinah to him as “Den-ner, tradesman, a widow and 
the finest midwife in Thebes.” (Page 136)Dinah was 
bewildered about him as “no hot wind blew through 
Benia and into” her. Yet Dinah felt “connected to” 
him.(Page 136)Dinah’s son Re-mose had returned 
after five years and to him Dinah was a “serving 
woman who hadgiven him birth.” He asked her about 
her health and her work mentioning “I am told you 
are a famous midwife now, that you are the only one 
the great ladies of Thebes will trust when called to 
childbed.” (Page 137)The relationship between Dinah 
and her son,Re-mose, was such that “he did not tell” 
her of “the pain he suffered at school” and she “did 
not speakof how much” she “missed him, or how 
empty” her “heart had been, or how he had taken the 
light from” her “life when he left.”(Page 138) 
Midwives didn’t have to deal only with the sorrow of 
a mother’s or a child’s death, but also had to bear the 
exasperation of the family members. Another such 
case was when they had to close the woman’s eyes 
and “tried to free the baby” who was also born dead. 
The father of the child “began to curse” Dinah and 
Meryt for “killing his wife and child.” (Page 142) 
After the death of Re-nefer and Nakht-re, the palace 
was taken over by another scribe so Dinah felt 
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unwanted there. Meryt was also offered a place by 
her son, Menna and daughter-in-law, Shif-re but she 
didn’t want to leave without Dinah. “But I cannot 
leave Den-ner here. She is my daughter now, and 
without me she is alone in the world. In truth, she is 
the master midwife, and I am her assistant. It is she 
the women of royal Thebes call for when their time is 
at hand.” (Page 144) 
So, they both shifted to the village to Meryt’s son’s 
house where Meryt introduced Dinah again in front of 
everyone very proudly. Meryt said, “I have never 
seen nor heard tell of a more skilled midwife. She has 
Isis’s hands, and with the goddess’s love of children, 
shows the compassion of heaven for mothers and 
babies.”  “And she is an oracle, too, my dears. Her 
dreams are powerful, and her anger is to be feared, 
for I have seen her blast an evil man out of the prime 
of his life for harming a young mother.” Meryt 
further told everyone that “Our Den-ner is as clever 
as she is tall, for she speaks both the language of the 
east and our tongue. And she gave birth to Re-mose, a 
scribe, the heir of Nakht-re, who will someday be a 
power in the land. We are lucky to have his mother 
among us.” (Page 146) 
Dinah met a woman who called herself “a luckless 
woman” as all her babies were born dead. “This one 
will die like the others before. I am hated by the 
gods,” said the woman whose name was Ahouriand 
who was full with “bitterness and anguish.” But 
Dinah assured her the baby would “be born whole, 
and soon.”Ahouri gave birth to the “third child of her 
womb, but the only one born breathing.” She named 
the child “Den-ouri, the first to be named” in Dinah’s 
honour. Soon after this the story of Dinah’s wonder 
spread all around in the valley and she and Meryt 
“attended as many as ten births in a month.” (Page 
148) 
Benia, the carpenter, came looking for Dinah at 
Menna’s house. Dinah went to stay with Benia and on 
her way to his house, she remembered her “mothers’ 
stories about hennaed hands and songs for the groom 
and bride on their way to the bridal tent.” (Page 149) 
Hence, Dinah “became a married woman in Egypt” 
and a happy woman again. It was Meryt who visited 
Benia time and again until he had agreed to meet 
Dinah. Such was the relationship both these women 
had, of unconditional love and care.  
Benia and Dinah “were rich in all ways but one, for” 
they “lacked children” as now Dinah was “too old to 
bear.” (Page 152)Dinah used to receive letters from 
her son, Re-mose, asking about her well-being and 
she was more than happy that at least he remembers 
her until one day he himself came to see her at 
Benia’s house. He said, “I am here not only for my 
own pleasure. My master sends me to fetch the finest 
midwife in Egypt to attend his wife’s labor.” “The 
lady of my master has miscarried twice and nearly 
died from a stillbirth.” “and now the midwives fear to 
attend a princess who has had so much bad luck in 
childbed.” (Page 154) 

There Dinah met her brother, Joseph, who was called 
ZafenatPaneh-ah, the king’s right hand. Dinah’s son, 
Re-mose came to know all about his father and the 
barbarism which was done by Dinah’s brothers. 
Dinah talked to the two of them in separate 
conversations and left the palace back to her village 
in the valley. 
And now for Dinah “Benia was the rock upon” which 
her “life stood firm” and Meryt was her“wellspring.” 
(Page 164) Dinah and Meryt “attended many births, 
shared countless meals and kissed each other 
goodbye at every parting” as Meryt’s “days were 
numbered.” (Page 164)After a few days, Meryt 
“breathed her last” but Dinah was “comforted by one 
of Meryt’s last gifts” that she “became one of her 
grieving family.” (Page 165)Once at the “dark of the 
new moon” Leah, Dinah’s mother, visited her in her 
dreams when Dinah’s “body failed to give the moon 
her due.” Now Dinah was “past giving life” and her 
mother had come to comfort her. (Page 165)After 
Meryt was gone, Dinah had now become the “wise 
woman, the mother, grandmother, and even great-
grandmother.”Dinah’s time also arrived and Benia 
held her “tighter and sobbed” in her last minutes. 
According to Dinah, “Death is no enemy, but the 
foundation of gratitude, sympathy, and art. Of all 
life’s pleasures, only love owes no debt to death.” 
(Page 175)She thanked everyone before breathing her 
last. Even after her death she stayed in Benia’s eyes 
and heart, until he was alive. “There is no magic to 
immortality.” (Page 176) 
“Egypt loved the lotus because it never dies. It is the 
same for people who are loved. Thus can something 
as insignificant as a name—two syllables, one high, 
one sweet—summon up the innumerable smiles and 
tears, sighs and dreams of a human life.” (Page 176) 
 
III. CONCLUSION 
 
The life of the women portrayed in the novel The Red 
Tent brings us to the conclusion that a woman’s life is 
full of turnarounds and uncertainties. If there is 
happiness in her life after giving birth to a heathy 
child, sorrow also surrounds some those who give 
birth to a dead new-born. Everything in a woman’s 
life is based on a stroke of luck. No one knows when 
it will turn against you and turn your life upended. 
The novel has beautifully rendered the role of the 
women be it childbirth or be it being a mother or a 
wife. The entire liability is up on one woman making 
her a sufferer of the worst of pains. The story of 
Dinah is poignant right from when she was a girl with 
mother-like aunts to a wife who was loved so deeply 
by her husband to a sister whose brothers made her 
soak in her own husband’s blood to a mother whose 
only son she had to share with another woman to a 
midwife who was so famous and was loved and 
respected so deeply by everyone. In a nutshell, it was 
the story of adversities and contentment of Dinah and 
all the women around her in The Red Tent. 
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