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Abstract- This analysis is based on a qualitative and quantitative study of the political participation of the indigenous 
Salasakan women of Ecuador.  The critical theories of the south framed the research, which emphasizes that their limited 
political participation is the result of exogenous and endogenous colonization that has established gender roles. The situation 
of poverty, poor education and a lack of satisfied primary necessities, continue to keep this population from claiming their 
rights through political participation. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
The town of Salasaka is located near the city of 
Ambato, Ecuador, Lat. 1º19’17”S, Long. 78º34’W. 
Ketchua is their first language and they are organized 
into ‘ayllus’. According to INEC (2010), there are 
5,886 inhabitants - 2,784 are men and 3,102 are 
women. Traditionally, their political organization was 
formed by heritage, but recently, their leaders have 
been chosen by vote.  

 
It´s important to mention how the Spanish 
colonization and the implantation of the Catholic 
religion have played a part in gender construction and 
the roles these women play, resulting in a lack of 
political participation. The roles of providers and 
heads of household are given to the males and the 
role of reproduction is given to the women. Ideas 
have been instilled such as if you have 12 children, 
you will go to heaven [1]. Until this day, scenes of 
discrimination against women can be observed in 
Salasaka. For example, the women walk behind the 
men and males make up the majority of government.  
 
Theories from the South: A proposal is made by De 
Souza to look for collective action and committed 
academic knowledge, especially knowledge that has 
resulted from social battles [2]. The Salasakan 
population, especially their women, have fought 
against the discrimination left by the Spanish 
colonization, followed by discrimination from people 
of mixed race (mestizos). There is a need to apply 

participative methodologies, such as the use of 
cartograms, that call for participation from those who 
are involved. The objective of a cartogram is to show 
the location of knowledge, communities, natural 
resources and work resources using the community’s 
native language. [3]  
Participative Action.  A meeting in the community 
was observed; close to 60 participants, about 50%, 
were women. A cartogram was made, giving a lay out 
of their problems which included health problems, 
especially stomach diseases, caused by the water 
supply not being enough, the quality of water and 
contamination of the reservoirs. Another problem is 
the lack of jobs, so their people have to migrate to 
Ambato and leave their land. When the issue of their 
children´s education was raised, they were concerned 
that they prefer Spanish-speaking schools because 
they want their children to learn this language well 
since they believe this is a tool that will help them out 
of poverty. This will mean a loss of the native 
language of Ketchua. 
 
II. ANALYSIS OF THE SOUTHERN 
THEORIES 
 
The issue of poverty and little access to education 
affects the political participation of women. The 
feminist theories from the South explain the 
relationship between colonization, women and 
exploitation [4] being necessary a decolonization of 
knowledge, power and gender, based on the concepts 
of race, racism, indigenous, white and black, given by 
the bourgeoisie as synonymous of multiculturalism… 
also a look at the  community and its historic 
pluralism, which is the right of the people to create 
their own historic process [5], on the concept of race 
and the melting pot as a process of destruction of the 
symbolic codes giving the emergence  of new ones... 
multiculturalism as a covered  racism that gives the 
idea that the real mixed people are the Indians, 
because they are the ones who gave a right away to 
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the European culture.. the cultural practices in Latin 
American are subordinate to the patterns of white 
men, in a violent way, a capitalist identity that is 
related to a whiteness, racism is seen on the 
pretentions of the people with a white physical 
appearance, and the internalizing  of cultural Nordic 
aspect in other racial groups. 
 
Therefore, the Salasakans, as other Indians of 
Ecuador, would be considered a melting pot that 
resulted from the Spanish colonization. This has been 
confirmed by the research done by Weismantel [6]. 
The indigenous Salasakans do not like to be called 
“indio”; they would rather be called “runa” because 
they identify with the Indian word with the whip used 
on the farms owned by the colonists. Race naturalizes 
economic inequalities and establishes social 
hierarchies.  Sealing the white people with the 
property ownership and power and placing the Indian 
as inferior individuals. Even Cevallos, a great 
Ecuadorian writer, referred to the Indians as primitive 
people that stayed in the rural areas where they 
farmed. 
Patriarchy.  The way that the southern theories view 
patriarchy is different from western theories. This 
cultural organization was deepening by the 
exogenous and endogenous colonization, the former 
given by the Spanish colonists and the latter by 
Ecuadorians that are not considered Indians. Many 
authors have agreed that before colonization, Indians 
had a low impact patriarchy. Men and women worked 
as equals; even the way they dressed was not 
different.  
This has changed throughout the centuries - gender 
hierarchies, the way of classifying and victimizing 
indigenous women who suffer from particular ways 
of aggression. The low impact patriarchy has become 
a modern one with a bigger impact of damage. [7]. 
The gender construction has a perspective of race, 
class and concepts of sexuality, that have been 
categorized as binary, men/women, boss/worker, 
white/black. Native Americans were matriarchal, they 
recognized the third gender, they were opposed to the 
concept of binary men/women which came from the 
colonization or the imposition of a concept of gender 
based on biology, the abuse of women has been slow 
in their territory and space; it could be said that the 
abuse started with colonization. 
Gender Construction. The political participation of 
the Salasakan women has been influenced by the 
roles they play and their gender construction. It is 
imperative that these women can be seen by their 
race, ethnicity, socio-economic status, and the loss of 
their ancestral knowledge and native language.  The 
concept of gender construction is an elaboration of 
the capitalist colonization based on domination and 
exploitation.  
A dispute of social actors for the access to sex, work, 
authority and resources. [8] Fanon also refers to the 
Spanish colonization as one that was capitalist. He 

discusses the slavery of Indians. The capital went to 
the cities that were the center of their monarchies. He 
also refers to the internal colonization from 
industrialized countries that brings development that 
is not for everybody, thus causing emigration and a 
feeling of inferiority of the population that begin to 
suffer for not being white and a wish to be white. 
Racism is a result of the narcissist white personality 
that has a superiority complex. The narrative of the 
social actor and not falling back into history is what is 
most important. 
 
Political Participation. Latin American political 
participation is related to their link into the labor 
force. The data shows that 53% of women currently 
work with an under-paid salary, low productivity and 
no technological assistance. In the senates and 
congresses in South America, 25.9% of congress is 
made up by women, 26% are supreme court judges, 
and 24.3% are mayors of cities. Still, women only 
account for 26% of political participation. The 
unemployment of women in Latin American is 9.1% 
- 1.4% higher than men [9]. Since political 
participation is understood as a relationship of power, 
electoral process, organizations, confrontation with 
the government as well as the actions, decision and 
omissions by their social actors involved in public 
issues [10], we can conclude that in general, women 
in this geographical area need to improve their 
political participation. 
The gender discrimination attempt against the right to 
work and political participation. In Ecuador 35% are 
congresswomen,.[11]. Jerez (12) describes the 
levels of the Salasakan women political participation 
in the community, organizative and education  called 
UNIS and MIT, Inti Ñan, Pamba to be minimum,  
Describing  women as the family center  in charge or 
reproduction and production roles, agriculture and the 
farm raised animals.  Some participation was done 
when the town got organized in night patrols  when 
they were subject of robbery of their farm animals. 
Methodology. The sample (n = 354) is made up of 
adults from Salasaka in the province of Tungurahua 
(Ecuador). 47.5% are male and 52.5% are female. 
Both groups are not much different in their marital 
status, the number of children that they have, their 
educative level or political ideology. 15.8% 
confirmed that they have held a political position, 
males (20.2%) more than women (11.8%). 58.8% of 
the interviewed people voted for Creo-Suma in the 
second round of the 2017 elections in Ecuador. 32.5% 
voted for Alianza País and 8.8% did not answer this 
question. 
Instruments: 
A survey was used to learn more about the political 
organization in Salasaka. The survey included open-
ended questions that were both structured and semi-
structured, depending on the type of information 
wanting to be extracted. The closed questions were 
based on the Likert scale (1 to 5). 
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Procedure. 
Once the size of the sample and the quota for each 
study were determined, permission was asked from 
the corresponding people. In order to carry out the 
field work, students from the Faculty of Social Work 
collaborated. They were trained to ensure the correct 
administration of the questionnaires. The average 
duration of the survey was 10 minutes for each group. 
In all cases, the subjects who participated were 
adequately informed of the voluntary and anonymous 
nature of their participation in the study as well as the 
objectives of the study. They voluntarily agreed to 
participate without receiving any compensation. The 
research was complied with the standards set by the 
Research and Teaching Ethics Committee of the 
Technical University of Ambato. 
 Once the data was collected and tabulated, a 
descriptive analysis was done. Then the inferential 
statics method was used to contrast the variables, 
applying tests that corresponded to the type of 
variable.  
(Chi-Square, U-Mann Whitney and Spearman’s 
Correlation). The collected data was analyzed by the 
statistical program SPSS (version 23 for Windows 32 
bits). 
P 
 
III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
For the question regarding whether the women should 
participate in politics, according to the Likert scale 1 
(totally in disagreement ) to 5 (totally agreed), 34.2% 
said that they agreed and 53.4% expressed that they 
totally agreed. 
In addition, 47.7% answered that the word that they 
related to politics was democracy, 25% with 
participation, 18.4% with power, 7.3% with 
obligation and 0.8% with other meanings. 
Regarding the willingness to participate in 
community decision-making, 42.1% answered very 
high, 36.7% neither high nor low, 12.4% low, 5.4% 
very high, and 3.4% very low. 
 
On the belief that it is easy for a man to hold a 
political position rather than a woman, 26.6% totally 
disagreed, 22.9% did not agree nor disagree, 18.4% 
agreed, and 9.6% totally agreed. 
In response to the question about whether family was 
an obstacle for women to exercise a political role, 
36.7% disagreed, 22% totally disagreed, 10.5% did 
not agree nor disagree, 23.7 % agreed, and 7.1% 
totally agreed. 
To the question about whether women’s political 
participation was due to poor education received, 
40.4% agreed, 6.2% totally agreed, 20.3% did not 
agree nor disagree, 22% disagreed, and 11% totally 
disagreed. 
On whether men are more capable than women to be 
leaders in the community, approximately 73% 
disagreed and totally disagreed, 15% did not agree 

nor disagree, 6.2% disagreed and 5.4% totally 
disagreed. 
Moreover, 59.3% said that they receive political 
information by television, 5.9% from the radio, 11% 
by newspaper, 16.1% by internet, and finally 7.6% 
said from friends and families. 
 
Lastly, the interviewed people were asked to give an 
option about how to increase women’s political 
participation. 38.7% suggested talks with women 
leaders, 35% creation groups, 20.3% workshops and 
5.9% did not suggest anything. 
 
After the inferential analysis, the following 
significant correlations were obtained related to 
gender, 
 (p >.05). For the question of men being more 
competent to be community leaders, 36% of the 
women were totally in disagreement, while only 
16.7% of the men disagreed. 
Nevertheless, men (33.9%) disagreed more about 
women being more prepared to do household chores. 
The women’s answers were more in agreement and 
totally in agreement to this question (19.4%).  
Also, differences were found in how the political 
information was received; women used television and 
men used the Internet. 
Finally, in order to increase women’s political 
participation in the community, men showed a 
preference toward dialoguing with women leaders, 
while women said that they would prefer 
empowerment workshops and the creation of groups 
in this field. 
Other significant results were when the number of 
children increases, the willingness to participate in 
politics decreases. This is associated with the belief 
that men can occupy political positions more easily 
than women. It is highly considered that the reason 
for women’s low level of participation in politics is 
due to their low level of education. 
 
On the other hand, the higher the woman’s education 
level, the more they agreed that women should 
participate in politics. They also associated the term 
politics with democracy. However, the women with a 
lower education level associated the word democracy 
with obligation. Naturally, those with a higher 
education level participate more in politics and those 
with a lower education level believe that men are 
more capable of holding a political position. They 
also consider that family is an obstacle to holding 
political positions. 
 
Other significant correlations are:  
More willingness to participate in decision-making, 
for Alianza Pais rather than Creo-Suma. 
More belief that family is an obstacle for the women 
to hold a political position in the voters of Alianza 
País rather than in Creo-Suma voters. 



International Journal of Management and Applied Science, ISSN: 2394-7926                                    Volume-5, Issue-5, May-2019 
http://iraj.in 

Salasakan Women: A History of Exogenous and Endogenous Colonization. Living in a Cycle of Poverty with Limited Political Participation 
 

63 

A relationship between people who think that men are 
more capable to be community leaders when they 
agreed that family is an obstacle for women to have a 
political role. 
Less agreement that men are more competent than 
women to be leaders when they agreed that women 
should participate in politics. 
 
IV. DISCUSSION 
 
The results show a view that is relatively favorable 
towards politics and the inclusion of women in 
politics. 
 
The vast majority of people interviewed had a good 
concept of democracy; they are willing to participate 
in community decision making and they considered 
that men and women are equally capable. But the 
inferential analysis allowed observing differences 
relevant between man and women. Political sexism 
was detected by the male gender, but even more 
surprising was to learn that women admitted to being 
more capable of doing household chores rather than 
participating in political activities, compared to men. 
This data is relevant from the point of view of the 
social and southern theories of gender roles. This is 
why there is a female sector that accepts the norms 
and beliefs that a patriarchal society that perpetuates e 
internalizes their passive political attitude and gives 
priority to household care.  
 
In this sense, it is interesting that those women 
political participation in topics like community 
leadership does not come from male thoughts, by the 
women themselves, facts that need to be changed by 
increasing education level, and motivating feminine 
empowerment. 
 
The gender difference is interesting when it comes to 
increased political participation. Data shows that men 
prefer to dialogue with women leaders, advocating 
for a vertical and hierarchical scheme, while women 
believe more in the creation of workshops and topic 
groups which is a more horizontal proposal that is 
participative and emancipating. 
 
Lastly, political ideology is a conditioning factor 
when it comes to community decision or to admitting 
that family is relevant for the impediment of women’s 
political participation. Creo-suma voters are more 
related to right-wing ideas. Alianza Pais voters, who 
are left-wing, are less willing to participate and admit 
that there are conditions that exist, like children, 
which prevent women from taking on leadership and 
decision-making.  
 
 

V. CONCLUSIONS 
 
The Salasakan women represent the effects of 
colonization and the imposition of the Arian concepts 
of gender and patriarchal systems, which has caused 
them to be marginalized from political participation 
and their condition of poverty to be worsened due to a 
low educational status. Nevertheless, the research 
shows an improvement towards an egalitarian 
condition among genders. Still, they continue to be 
excluded since they do not participate politically. 
 
The data that women are willing to take workshops to 
improve this situation is promising. The fact that is 
less likely to change is that the women favored 
children-rearing rather than participating in activities 
that would improve their lives, leaving the men to 
decide things for them.   
 
It´s congruent that the voters of Alianza Pais are more 
likely to be less educated and welfare recipients who 
think that family is an obstacle for women to 
participate in politics. Voters of Creo-Suma, who are 
usually more educated, think that family is not an 
obstacle for women to participate in politics. 
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