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Abstract- Shakespeare‟s sonnets are a true reflection of his literary genius. His sonnets neologized the sonnets definition. 

The sonnets became popular just because of him in Elizabethan England. His sonnets bear his potency as well as outstanding 
originality as a sonneteer. Masculine friendship becomes the subject matter of the majority of his sonnets. Within the sonnets 
themselves, the narrator gives us cause to believe that the fair youth is his patron. The narrator alternatively expresses 
confidence in the constancy of the young man's emotional (and financial) support and complains about the efforts of a rival 
to woo the fair youth's sponsorship. In the early 1590s, Shakespeare himself faced a similar quandary. My paper will attempt 
to analyze the homoerotic elements in sonnets (up to sonnet xvii), his standard of homoeroticism found in his sonnets and the 
way it presents his sexual aspect. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

After being so heavily influenced by French models 

of Middle English poetry the Shakespeare‟s sonnets 

arrived. The sonnets were inducted little late in 

English literature but became more successful and 

popular in English literature as compared to Italian 

sonnets, and this was all due to Shakespeare, the 

literary genius of England. Many others too wrote 

sonnet, but the kind of dramatic psychological 

description he had in his sonnets was really 

ingenious. Unlike other sonneteers of the age, the 

sonnets of Shakespeare are fixed in its meaning and 
development in theme. There is a psychological 

drama in Shakespeare‟s sonnets which is subtle, 

intense and appealing. 

Unlike Petrarch, in terms of structure, Shakespeare‟s 

sonnets are written in iambic pentameter, it has 3 

quatrains (four lines each) and a concluding couplet. 

The rhyme is abab, cdcd, efef, and gg.  Shakespeare‟s 

sonnets are a continuation of Petrarchan and surreyan 

sonnets of the Renaissance England. 

As the Elizabethan age was called „golden age „of 

English history, it saw the flowering of poetry. 
Shakespeare was the product and producer of that 

flowering because his contribution to English 

literature is of a colossal amount. In the field of 

sonnets, many sonneteers tried their hands in sonnets 

because for them it was just a literary exercise. For 

Shakespeare, it was a medium of expression of his 

intense emotion and the long impotent inner rage. As 

Wordsworth said “Fill your paper with the breathings 

of your heart”, Shakespeare did that thing very 

perfectly and that is evident in his sonnets. It is 

believed that poet throughout his lifetime but he 
turned to poetry during 1593 and 1594, when a 

plague forced theatres in London to shut down and it 

is widely thought that the sonnets were a part of a 

private diary that was never meant to be read publicly 

but nevertheless published. If this is true then, this 

indicates that he never wanted to discuss his private 

life in form of writings. Although, it remained 
unnoticed in his plays like Romeo and Juliet. 

Shakespeare‟s sonnets are as a symbol of love 

decorated with words and perfectly arranged by a 

literary genius which makes it more comprehensive 

and appealing. Shakespeare is not famous because he 

wrote sonnets nut because of the fact that he was the 

good practitioner of the sonnets mingling in it his 

own structure and identity. 

The major theme of Shakespeare‟s sonnets is how the 

time could destroy nature and other beautiful things. 

It is portrayed in his sonnets that only love and poetry 

could withstand time. The thing that separates 
Shakespeare from other sonneteers of the age is the 

fact that Shakespeare also emphasized physical 

beauty while others emphasized the inner beauty. 

Some 154 sonnets are written by Shakespeare apart 

from those written in the plays. Of these 154 sonnets, 

the characters are usually referred to as „Fair youth‟ 

and the „Dark lady‟. 126 sonnets are attributed to the 

fair youth and the rest is attributed to the dark lady. In 

these sonnets, many elements are there to be thought 

and discussed. These sonnets can also be considered 

as Shakespeare‟s semi-autobiography of his private 
life. While many readers found a love triangle 

between the poet and the two characters. 

Shakespeare‟s sonnet does not give a proper 

indication of his heterosexual passion but at least 

gives us the exploration of gender and sexuality and 

in every concluding couplet there is a resolution. 

Shakespeare, with his sonnets, renewed the structure 

and idea of sonnets that persisted in Italian sonnets or 

the sonnets of Wyatt and surrey. In the twentieth 

century, and now in our own, sexuality in the sonnets 

became a primary matter of interest, and the 
arguments and theories have somewhat clouded over 

the poetry. It cannot be denied that homosexuality 

and homoeroticism are words that came into being in 

the nineteenth century and that xix the sixteenth 

century drew no line separating “gay” from 

“straight.” The Tudors were scarcely liberated, 
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however. Sodomy was forbidden and the statutes 

decreed capital punishment for the convicted. We can 
be somewhat pleased to find out that only one 

execution is known to have taken place. 

 

Fair youth of Shakespeare’s sonnets 

 
Shakespeare developed his subjective poetics of 

male-male love (Guinam). Some have called the „fair 

youth‟ to „earl of Southampton‟, but no connection 

has ever been established. All attempts did not proved 

the fact fully. It can be just considered as a 

controversy revolving around Shakespeare‟s sonnets. 

Theories about the character is still a theory: he may 
have existed, he may be a fictitious character, a 

conventional, or a dramatic figure. It is also possible 

that Shakespeare wrote these sonnets to employ his 

understanding that their love can not give the world 

the thing that world want because  at that point of 

time there was no „Homosexuality‟ term and in 

Elizabethan England there were great differences 

between „sodomite‟ of Elizabethan age and 

„Homosexual‟ of our own. Alan Bray says in his 

„Homosexuality and the signs of  male friendship in 

Elizabethan England‟ 
“Elizabethan society was one which lacked the idea 

of a distinct homosexual minority, although 

homosexuality was none the less regarded with a 

readily expressed horror. In principle, it was a crime 

which anyone was capable of like murder or 

blasphemy‟ 

This clearly states that homosexuality in that period 

was not allowed and was regarded as a crime and 

states a non-uniform sexual aspect. Shakespeare 

maybe did not disclosed his homosexual desires in his 

sonnets because of the social limitations. 

In sonnet I, he suggests his male friend to get married 
and to pass on his beauty to his offspring as the 

intimacy between them cannot result in the way the 

world wants. The appraisal of the fair youth is clearly 

revealed in the sonnets, he describes his beauty like 

celebrating spring and suggests him to go on with the 

tyranny of the world. Shakespeare describes the fair 

youth as an epiphanot who is in love with him and is 

not ready to follow the tyranny of the world to 

reproduce. 

The guinam expressed through the sonnets shows the 

emotional aspects and his sense of bondage. 
Shakespeare claimed the time as the enemy to his 

guinam. The speaker makes it clear that the potential 

catastrophe could be avoided if the youth would 

submit to the marriage and fulfill his duty to the 

world by having beautiful progeny and says if society 

questions the youth‟s use of his beauty, he could 

point to his own child. This shows the innermost soul 

of the speaker that how he has sacrificed his love for 

the continuation of youth‟s beauty. The biological 

fact is mixed with the tyranny of society. In sonnet iii, 

the word „ unbless‟ suggests a devotional masculine 

deficiency that the youth would not want to have 

attributed to him. Another homosexual instinct is 

revealed in the same sonnet where Shakespeare 
praises the beauty of youth and discloses that he is so 

beautiful that no woman can disdain to marry him. 

Here, Shakespeare wants youth to analyze his true 

beauty: 

 

“For where is she so fair whose unearned womb 

Disdains the tillage of thy husbandry?” 

The repetition of the phrase „sweet self ‟ reinforces 

the affectionate feeling that Shakespeare evinces for 

the fair youth. It means that though he is suggesting 

him to follow the tradition of society to marry, he is 

also embracing his beauty on the highest level. And 
as a poet, nobody can restrict him to do so. 

The first suggestion of a closer relationship 

developing between the speaker and the youth comes 

in the couplet of sonnet X; in sonnet xiii, the single 

word „love‟ is the seeding vocative that in sonnet 

cxxvi comes to full flower with “o thou, my lovely 

boy”. Shakespeare has also used astrological science 

terms of Elizabethan England to reflect the beauty of 

youth with the help of stars and heaven. In sonnet 

xvii, he reveals more concern with the physical 

appearance of the fair youth. He praises the physical 
beauty of the youth especially his face and eyes. 

The whole idea of homosexual desires is evident 

through the sonnets. The youth is handsome, good 

and virtuous. The repeated imagery in the sonnets, the 

constant interplay on the „eye of heaven‟ is really 

impressive. Douglas, a famous critic, accepts the 

possibility that Shakespeare also has been 

homosexual in real life. Critical uneasiness about the 

homoerotic passion expressed in the sonnets is based 

on the modern belief that the dividing line between 

virility and effeminacy is based on sexual orientation: 

virile men desire women; effeminate men desire other 
men. This uneasiness has produced arguments either 

that the sonnets have nothing to tell us about 

Shakespeare‟s personal feelings or that the love they 

express, although Shakespeare‟s, is not actually 

homoerotic. 

 
II. CONCLUSION 

 

The sonnets can be considered as lyrical fiction or a 

series of monologue and poetic epistles by a single 

character, the one who is not employed in any one of 

his other genre of work in literature. The crucial fact 

is that all sonnets are spoken by one person. 

Shakespeare knows all about the character but does 

not tell about his actual motive. There is lust and love 

both employed in the sonnets. Joseph pequigeney‟s 

„such is my love; A study of Shakespeare‟s sonnets – 
the grand masterpiece of homoerotic poetry‟ was the 

first to argue from a self –consciously gay perspective 

that Shakespeare‟s sonnets inscribe a biographical 

love affair between Shakespeare and young man. 

Whole sonnets is the story of two characters: the fair 

youth and Dark lady. on the anonymity of the young 
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man and the dark lady, making the sonnets 

explorations of the Renaissance mind. Fixing of 
identities would have led to debate and provoked the 

interest of a more specifically biographical nature. 

The anonymity of the young man and the dark lady, 

on the other hand, permits a more open approach and 

sustains the philosophical dimensions of these poems. 

As a matter of fact, Douglas accepts the possibility 

that Shakespeare might also have been homosexual in 

real life. When asked by one of his friends why he 

should be 'so anxious to acquit Shakespeare of 

homosexuality', Douglas replies (italics mine): ... if it 

could be proved that Shakespeare was a 

homosexualist, it certainly would not invalidate my 
admiration of his poetry, nor would I consider myself 

qualified to condemn him or to cast stones at him; but 

if the accusation (or the inference) is not true, and if 

there really is no evidence at all that he was a 

homosexualist. There are many opinions in regard to 

the sonnets but their critics, nevertheless, naturally 

divide themselves into two classes- those who believe 
them to be autobiographical and those who believe 

them to be dramatic, vicarious. With the ordinary 

sense in which they are considered to be 

autobiographical, we have nothing to do. Indeed, we 

consider it inadmissible, and a gratuitous insult to the 

memory of a man the whole course of life, so far as 

we know, it, was bound up in duty and high thoughts. 
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