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Abstract - One of the authentic activities, which can be used in classrooms, is 6-Word Story writing whose origin comes 

from Ernest Hemingway. 6-Word Story is a great way to enforce creative and fluent writing skills without actually having to 
write much, enabling a teacher to implement it in any levels. It can be used in many ways for increasing creative thinking 
and fluency in various skills in ELT. This study is about what students should pay attention to while creating their 6-word 
stories and the points of implementing it in the syllabus. It also contributes to the variety of skills by producing and using 
classroom material. The content of the activities is explained, and each skill type is illustrated with examples and detailed 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Using different kinds of activities are of the great 

importance in ELT. One of the authentic activities, 

which can be used in classrooms, is 6-Word Story 

writing whose origin comes from Ernest Hemingway. 
In the 1920’s Ernest Hemingway’s colleagues bet 

him that he could not write a complete story just in 6 

words. Hemingway is said to have considered it his 

best work. Ernest Hemingway was challenged to 

write a short story using only six words. He came up 

with: For sale: Baby shoes, never worn. 6-Word Story 

consists of only six words and it is considered rich 

source of authentic material with cultural and skill-

based aspects. 6-Word Story has great importance on 

both students and teachers in English Language 

Teaching. They present many opportunities to make 

the participants aware of the learning outcomes they 
have gone through in their classes.6-Word Story is a 

great way to enforce creative and fluent writing skills 

without actually having to write much, enabling a 

teacher to implement it in any levels. It can be used in 

many ways for increasing creative thinking and 

fluency in various skills in ELT. While implementing 

6-Word story writing in the syllabus, first, you should 

focus on the skills you want to practice. Grammar, 

vocabulary, speaking and reading are one of the skills 

that can be used with 6-Word story This study is 

about what students should pay attention to while 
creating their 6-word stories and the points of 

implementing it in the syllabus. It also contributes to 

the variety of skills by producing and using classroom 

material. The content of the activities is explained, 

and each skill type is illustrated with examples and 

detailed explanations. 

 

II. SKILLS TO BE USED  

 

2.1. Reading 

While designing an activity about 6 -word story, the 

learning outcomes included in the curriculum or the 

objectives as an extra-curricular activity should be 

taken into consideration regarding the levels of the 

students.As background information, teacher can start 

showing the students a photo of Ernest Hemingway 

and tell them about his famous six-word story: For 

sale: baby shoes, never worn. Teacher can continue 
by asking them what the story is about and how they 

feel about it. He/she can also mention that the internet 

is full of six-word stories by reading them online. 

Teacher can preview the following videos and decide 

which he/she will show and/or are appropriate for 

his/her students: 
 

Table1: Videos that can be previewed 

 
 

Table 2: Example Questions 

 
 

 
Fig.1. award winner 6- word story by Ernest Hemingway 
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Table3: Learning Outcomes for Reading 

Learning 

Objectives 

Skill GSE CEFR 

Can infer 

meaning in a 

simple academic 

text, in order to 

answer specific 

questions. 

Readin

g 

54 B1+ (51-

58) 

Can understand 
the writer's 

purpose in a 

simple academic 

text, if guided by 

questions. 

Readin
g 

53 B1+ (51-
58) 

Can understand 

short, simple 

messages on 

postcards, emails 

and social 

networks.  

Readin

g 

31 A2 (30-

35)  

Can get the gist 

of short, simple 
narratives, with 

visual support.    

Readin

g 

32

  

A2 (30-

35) 

 

2.2. Speaking (Guess the words) 

The goal is to give students an idea of what six-word 

stories may look like. You can give each pair several 

random 6-Word Stories. Student A’s task is to 

describe the words of the quote one by one while 

Student B tries to guess them and write them down. 

This can be a useful speaking activity as well as 

vocabulary practice. Here are some of the 6-Word 

Stories: 
Table4: Example Stories 

 
 

 
Fig.2. 6- word story for discussion 

Table5: Learning Outcomes for Speaking 

Learning 

Objectives 

Skill GS

E 

CEFR 

Can guess the 

meaning of an 

unfamiliar word 

from context. 

Speaking  55 B1+ (51-

58) 

  

Can understand the 

writer's purpose in 

a simple academic 
text, if guided by 

questions. 

Speaking 53 B1+ (51-

58) 

Can initiate and 

respond to simple 

statements on very 

familiar topics.    

Speaking 30

  

A2 (30-35) 

 

2.3.Vocabulary and Grammar  

Antonyms, Synonyms and Part of speech can be 

practised by using 6-Word Story. You can facilitate a 

discussion on how a poet or author might choose the 

"best word" for their piece of writing when there may 

be several words in the English language that express 

the same, or nearlythe same, idea or concept. By 
guiding the students to an understanding that 

synonyms do express similar meanings but they also 

vary according to connotation, register, and 

sound/rhythm. You may wish to write these 

definitions on the board or chart paper for students to 

refer to in later activities. 

 
Table6: Learning Outcomes for Vocabulary and Grammar 

Learning 

Objectives 

Skill G

S

E 

CEFR 

Can use very basic 

connectors like 'and', 

'but', 'so' and 'then'.  

   

Grammar 3

1 

A2 (30-

35) 

Can identify key 

subject vocabulary in 

written descriptions.  

   

Reading  4

5 

B1 (43-

50) 

So teachers can easily create, reflect on, and revise a 
6 word story, taking into account word choice and 

message.  You can ask students to choose one ―focus 

word‖ from their sample for which they will explore 

possible synonyms and they write that focus word on 

the handout. ’Synonyms can be any part of speech 

(e.g. nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs or 

prepositions), as long as both members of the pair are 

the same part of speech As students record their focus 

word, walk around the classroom to review students’ 

choices, making sure that their word choice will work 

for this activity (for instance, they shouldn’t choose 
the word ―the‖ or ―and‖). 

 
Fig.3. 6- word story for discussion 
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Students can work in two groups of five, completing 

the following phrases so that the sentences had 
exactly six words. 

 

Life is….. Love is …. A friend is …. Dogs are ….. 

Being old is ….. Being young is…..  Time is….. 

Music is …… Happiness is ….. Art is ….. Children 

are …..   

Then, the groups can happily present their products in 

front of the class. You can give each student a copy 

of the Choosing the Best Word: Six-Word Memoirs 

handout. 

 

2.4. Writing 
Students can start with listing  as many words, topics, 

memories, or personality traits as they can about 

themselves – activities, items, belongings, places they 

like, and feelings  they have. They don’t have to edit, 

cross out, change, or rewrite words.  They don’t have 

to worry about spelling .They are going for quantity, 

so they should write as much as they can in about 

three minutes. Then they can circle the two or three 

words that stand out them, the ones that they could 

say more about. After then, they pick one item and 

start writing about that idea.  
The only rule is not to stop writing for at least two or 

three minutes.  Whatever comes to mind is fair game.    

As a result of the free write, they have a sense of the 

topic. By synthesizing, they combinethe individual 

elements into an understandable whole, theirwriting 

into a phrase that captures the essence of what your 

topic means to them. 

 
Table7: Learning Outcomes for Writing 

Learning 

Objectives 

Skill GS

E 

CEFR 

Can write short 

texts about their 

likes and dislikes 

using basic fixed 

expressions.   

   

 

Writing 34 A2 (30-35)

  

Can write short 
texts describing 

favourite objects, 

possessions or 

household pets.    

Writing  36
  

A2+ (36-
42) 

Can check and 

correct spelling, 

punctuation and 

grammar in simple 

written texts.   

   

Writing 54 B1+ (51-

58) 

 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Implementing writing into the classroom as an 
activity is considered as a great burden for most of 

the language teachers. One of the most effective 

methods of exploiting creative writing activities is 6-

Word Story writing as it enables students to deal with 
various skills of the language in a creative and fluent 

way. These activities are  the key  source of  the 

contribution of  the learning process .They give  

chance  to the students to learn the language in  both 

an  educative and enjoyable way  out of the textbook. 

 

3.1. Make your own six-word story Project 

For inspiration, you can start by showing them 

www.sixwordstories.net in which they can see some 

six-word memoirs and ask them to write down a 

couple of memoirs they liked. To give students a bit 

more information about what’s required, show 
students the ―Six Tips for Writing Six-Word 

Memoirs‖ video.  Allow for students’ questions and 

then ask that students spend some time brainstorming 

and writing down different possibilities for their own 

six-word memoir. Explain to students that they are 

going to be writing memoirs of their lives, but there’s 

a catch—they only have six words to portray 

themselves however they wish and to get a message 

across. Eventually, ask students to choose one 

memoir that they deem their ―favourite‖ and they 

would like to use for the remainder of this lesson. 

 

3.2. Finalizing the product  

Finally, they made big posters using their portraits 

and the memoirs they had created. Explain the 

parameters of the assignment: students must write a 

personal memoir in only six words. As technology is 

an evitable part of students’ lives you can ask them t 

to use Canva where they can   design presentations, 

social media graphics, and more with thousands of 

beautiful layouts. By watching this video link below, 

they can easily get the idea of using this. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNi8uCRMFP8t 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

 

With this study it can be observed that trying to write 

it develops both teachers’ and students’ creativity and 

stretches their imagination. Using these in ELT is a 

significant source for the educators who would like to 

take language learning outside the textbooks. 

Furthermore, these stories not only allow the learners 

and teachers to effectively communicate with others 
but also they broaden and improve various language 

skills and cultural approaches. It is an undeniable fact 

that learning a new language requires great effort and 

discipline; especially for students in any levels. They 

give students the feeling of freedom. That is, being 

involved in such studies gives students opportunities 

to write more fluently as they do not necessarily have 

to focus on structure and they think creatively by 

concentrating on the words and the feelings. Another 

reason why these activities are crucial is that the 

students develop themselves in terms of gaining 

creative thinking skills and they flourish their self-



International Journal of Management and Applied Science, ISSN: 2394-7926                                                 Volume-5, Issue-3, Mar.-2019 

http://iraj.in 

6-Word Story Writing with Cultural and Skill-Based Aspects 

 

47 

confidence by expressing their stories freely in the 

language they are learning. Furthermore, these 
activities not only enable the students and the 

teachers to get a break from their classes but also they 

socialize with like-minded individuals around them 

and this allows them to be more well-rounded 

individuals. This study aims to illustrate why such 

activities are significant for language learners in any 

levels. They are a good way of enhancing their 

knowledge of the language in terms of cultural and 

educational experiences. 
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