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Abstract - Promoting creative thinking skills as a class activity or an extra-curricular activity is considered as a great burden 

for most of the language teachers. One of the most effective methods of exploiting creative thinking is using art as it enables 
students to deal with various skills of the language in a creative and effective way. These activities are the key source of the 
contribution to the learning process. They give chance to the students to learn the language in both an educative and 
enjoyable way out of the textbook. First of all, this study aims to provide a guideline to design and plan the procedures of 
implementing art into the learning process. In the second place, it gives the basic information about the essential steps 
including pre-activity and post activity procedures. With the detailed display of the process of using these activities 
conducted at Anadolu University School of Foreign Languages in Eskişehir in Turkey, this study sheds light on the specific 
steps of functioning of the activities with oral and written production in a clear way. With the help of this study, it is aimed 

to set a good example for educators who would like to take the advantage of using art, especially paintings to enhance 
language skills in a creative and effective way. The necessary steps and procedures are included in the scope of this paper 
and they can be followed in pre-intermediate and upper levels at schools regarding relevant learning outcomes. 
 

Keywords - Art, English Language Teaching, Creative Thinking Skills, Class Activity, Extra-curricular Activity. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 
It is an undeniable fact that art has a remarkable 

ability to enrich our lives with its beautiful touch in 

different aspects. In education field, it can be also an 

invaluable tool for teachers to enrich learning 

environment by contributing to the creative thinking 

skills of English Language Learners (ELLs). “The 

arts are an integral part of authentic learning; the 

heart and soul that complement mind and body, a 

powerful integrative force that teaches the whole 

child—social, creative, emotional, intellectual, and 

physical” (LeFrancois, Psychology for Teaching, pg. 
499). 

Students as English Language Learners (ELLs) in 

general are inclined to face the multiple challenges of 

learning English, acquiring new target vocabulary, 

bridging distances between grammatical structures, 

producing oral and written text and negotiating new 

cultural and social contexts. While dealing with these 

challenges, students may get into a mechanical cycle 

by getting away from the enjoyable and creative side 

of learning a new language. By integrating art into 

English language teaching and learning, students will 

have the chance of getting out of the mechanical 
cycle of learning English and developing their 

understanding of their own and others’ human 

experience in a cultural context.   

 

In combination with different skills of English, art is 

powerful enough to open doors for high levels of 

thinking on a more creative basis. Within this scope, 

it can be put forward that thanks to art, especially the 

visual arts, learners’ imaginations and visual 

awareness are stimulated and this enhances language 

development by offering non-verbal methods for 
communication.  

 

Apart from this, it forms a platform for students to 
create mental images and to make comments on 

them, which directly contribute to their creative 

thinking skills. Through the visual arts, they learn to 

understand the work of others and express their point 

of view orally or in a written text. In addition to this, 

it also challenges students to explore new cultures, 

and thus develop their understanding through 

observation and broad imagination by enhancing 

multicultural awareness. The visual arts, especially 

paintings by some famous painters from different 

cultures, can give chance to the students to learn the 
language in both an educative and enjoyable way out 

of the textbook. In order to benefit from the 

advantages of using art as a class or an extra-

curricular activity, a sample guideline is needed to 

design and plan the procedures of implementing art 

into the learning process. With the help of the 

activities based on a painting with oral and/or written 

production, teachers can have many opportunities 

such as making learning relevant and meaningful, 

creating a bridge between spoken and written 

language, fostering creativity, supporting high levels 

of analysis, reasoning and questioning and promoting 
creative thinking. 

 

II. DETAILS  

 

2.1. Materials and Procedures 

In order to design an activity based on paintings with 

oral and/or written production, paintings should be 

chosen in line with the learning outcomes included in 

the curriculum or the objectives as an extra-curricular 

activity regarding the levels of the students. This 

study aims to show the detailed procedures of a class 
activity conducted at Anadolu University, School of 
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Foreign Languages in Turkey. One of the famous 

paintings of Augustus Leopold Egg which is called as 
“Past and Present, No.1” (shown in Table 1) was used 

in the class and designed as a speaking and a writing 

task for pre-intermediate students in order to promote 

English language learner’s creative thinking skills 

and make practice of narrative tenses, sequencers and 

time linkers within the frame of GSE and CEFR 

criteria (shown in Table 2). 

 
Fig.1. Past and Present, No.1 by Augustus Leopold Egg 

 
Table 1: Learning Objectives via The Activity 

 
In order to make a meaningful connotation in 

learners’ mind, the activity is called as “Story Painted 

In Your Mind”. The fact that paintings can be used as 
a source to practise critical and creative thinking 

skills can be seen through activities prior to viewing, 

during viewing, and post-viewing, and using open-

ended questions and connections to students’ own 

experience. The basic information about the essential 

steps including pre-activity and post activity 

procedures are given below. 

 

 

2.2. Pre-Activity 

Before showing the painting to the students, a teacher 
should form a basis for the warm-up by using some 

open-ended or yes/no questions (shown in Table 2.). 

Talking about art, asking the students about their 

favourite paintings or painters can be a good start. 

Also, giving information about the painter and the 

time period when he/she painted can contribute 

culturally and prepare the students for the painting.It 

can take 4-6 minutes. 
Table 2: Example Warm-Up Questions 

 
2.2. During Activity 
During activity, how a teacher encourages students to 

think critically and creatively is an important concern. 

When the painting is shown to the students in this 

activity, open-ended questions (shown in Table 3) can 

be used to draw students’ attention to the painting, to 

connect students’ personal experiences and prior 

knowledge to the painting and to create a narrative or 

thematic understanding of the painting. It is important 

to allow students to express personal reactions to the 

painting and to encourage students to think critically 

and creatively. 
Table 3: Example Questions During Viewing 

Function ExampleQuestions

DuringViewing 

Todrawstudents’ 

attentiontothepainting 

What do wesee 

here? What is going 

on here? 

Whatsmalldetails, 

shapes, colors, etc 
can wefind in 

thepainting? 

Toconnectstudents’ 

personalexperiencesandprior

knowledgetothepainting 

Has anybody ever 

beento a 

placethatlookslikethi

s? When? 

Doesthisroomremind

you of 

anythingyou’veseen

aroundyourhouse? 

Tocreate a 

narrativeorthematicundersta

nding of thepainting 

What is theperson in 

thispaintingdoing?  

Whataretheygoingto 

do next? 

What do 
wenoticeabouttheex

pressions on 

thesepeople’sfaces?  

Whatemotionsmightt

hey be feeling? 

After a class discussion guided by the teacher, 

students come up with different ideas as a preparation 
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for the writing task. With the help of the writing task 

designed, students have the chance of organizing their 
ideas in a written text by making practice of the 

relevant grammatical forms they have learned before. 

While designing the writing task, the question should 

be written in a way that helps the students to think 

creatively. 
Table 4: Example Writing Task Questions 

 
After the students complete the task, the teacher can 

give feedback and make corrections if necessary 

when the students read their tasks aloud. The timing 

depends on the task question. 

2.3. Post-Activity 

After an activity, the main concern for a teacher is 

generally linked with how the learning will be 

extended. For this activity, it is possible for the 
teacher to raise awareness among students about the 

culture and history. As a post-activity, the teacher 

gives information about the real story of the painting 

called “Past and Present, No.1” by Augustus 

Leopold Egg and inform the students about the 

Victorian Age, that the painting belongs to. The 

teacher can show the second painting called “Past 

and Present, No.2” and the third painting called 

“Past and Present, No.3” to students in order to start 

a new discussion. 

 
Fig.2: Past and Present, No.2 by Augustus Leopold Egg 

 
Fig.3: Past and Present, No.3 by Augustus Leopold Egg 

SUGGESTIONS 

 
Depending on the levels and learning outcomes, 

paintings that can be used as an activity material can 

vary. Different activities taking advantage of art can 

be applied regarding different skills of English.  It is 

also beneficial for ESL, EFL, language arts teachers 

to offer their students outlets for creative exploration, 

hands-on learning experiences, and synthesis of new 

knowledge via art and even art-making. Furthermore, 

in relationship to what is being studied, teachers can 

provide opportunities for students by bringing several 

simple art materials to their classes and designing 

lessons where students can create illustrations, 
posters, drawings and so on. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

As benefiting from art in the classroom gives chance 

to the students to learn the language in both an 

educative and enjoyable way out of the textbook, it is 

possible to claim that one of the most effective 

methods of enriching the learning process is using art. 

Especially making students get out of the mechanical 

cycle and think more creatively is possible with the 
help of visual art. If a good activity including 

paintings is designed and planned, it is inevitable to 

contribute to the learning process by giving chance to 

broaden students’ horizon and increase their 

knowledge not only within the frame of the learning 

outcomes but also in cultural and historical aspects.   

This study sheds light on the specific steps of 

functioning of the activity called as “Story Painted In 

Your Mind” with oral and written production in a 

clear way. It provides a guideline to design and plan 

the procedures of implementing art into the learning 

process. 
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