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Abstract - Participation is one of the rights applied to every child capa-ble of forming his or her own views. The main 
objective of this study is to investigate the scope of children’s right to participation enshrined in the UNCRC (United 
Nations Con-vention on Rights of Child) and how that right has been prac-ticed in Sri Lankan schools at senior secondary 
level. The study seeks to investigate the implementation on right to par-ticipation within the school. The study used a 
sequential de-scriptive mixed methods survey design. The study  was con-ducted with 90 students and 6 class teachers from 
grade 10 and 11 in Colombo District. Three schools, represented each from 1AB, 1C, type2 government school located in 
the  above District. Semi structured questionnaire was  employed to col-lect data from students and teachers. Documentary 
survey also employed. The study explored the impact of the present practice of right to participation on senior secondary stu-
dents in selected school. The findings  of this study conclude with a critical discussion  on how to develop suitable strate-gies 
and guidelines to assure right to participation of Sri Lankan senior secondary students. 
 
Index Terms - Right to participation, senior secondary students, promises, practices 

                       
I. INTRODUCTION 
 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (UNCRC-1989) [1] is an international legal 
instrument that outlines a specific body of identifiable 
rights for children. Ac-cording to UNCRC child 
rights are minimum entitlements and freedoms that 
should be afforded to all persons below the age of 18 
regardless of race, color, gender, language, religion, 
opinions, origins, wealth, birth states or ability and 
therefore apply to all people everywhere. It was 
adopted by the General Assembly of the United 
Nations on 20th November 1989.(convention on the 
rights of the child)[1] It also identi-fied that the 
children have rights separate from adults and was an 
attempt to improve the living conditions and expe-
riences of children throughout the world. It aims were 
to pre-vent the extreme suffering and explosion of 
children, as well as to improve more everyday aspects 
of children’s lives (Al-derson, 2008: Miller and Imre, 
2009) [2] [3]. The United Nations convention on the 
Rights of the Child has now provided a framework 
that gives special significance to the idea that children 
have a right to participate in all mat-ters that affect 
their lives. Sri Lanka ratified the Convention on 12th 
July 1990 and later signed the Global plan of Action 
for Children in April 1991. Sri Lanka prepared a Plan 
of Action for Children in Sri Lanka in 1992 and also 
adopted a policy document known as the Children’s 
Charter in 1992. The children’s charter has adopted 
the approach of the UN convention which it has 
ratified and recognizes the child’s right to 
participation in very similar lan-guage.  Flekkoy and 
Kaufman (1997)[4] stated that Articles 12, 13, 14, 15, 
31 and 40 of UNCRC give the child the right to par-
ticipation by expressing views and opinions orally, in 
writing or through other media. Penn (2009) 

[5]explained that  par-ticipation rights include the 
right of children to participate in decisions affecting 
them. (Article 12), the right to freedom of expression 
(Article 13), the right to freedom of thoughts, con-
science and religion (Article 14) and the right for 
young dis-abled people to participate in their 
community (Article 23).They also pointed out [4] that 
in the UN Convention self-expression and 
participation rights mainly appear in Articles 12-16. 
While several articles refer to the child’s right to par-
ticipation as an individual, Article 15 spells cut the 
child’s right to participate as a member of a group. 
On the other hand, Article 31 specifies participation 
in cultural and artistic activi-ties and Article 12 and 
Article 40 focus on the child’s participation in the 
juidical system. The UNCRC has now provided a 
framework that gives special significance to the idea 
that children have a right to par-ticipate in all matters 
that affect their lives. The children’s Charter adopted 
the approach of the UNCRC which it has ratified and 
recognizes the child’s right to participation in very 
similar language (Goonesekara et al; 1998).[6] 
Participation rights mainly appear in (Article 12), 
right to express an opinion; (Article 13), right to 
freedom of expression; (Article 14), right to freedom 
of thought, conscience & religion; (Ar-ticle 15), right 
to freedom of association; (Article 16), right to 
protection of privacy as well as (Article 31), right of 
children to leisure, play and participation in cultural 
and artistic activities and (Article 40), right to 
administration of juvenile justice. 
 
II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
 
Rights are relationships, defined rules specifying 
what a per-son can do in relation to another 
(Freeman, 1992).[7] He fur-ther states that rights are 
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about doing, acting within relation-ships and are only 
as useful as their implementation permits. The term 
“rights” is also used to refer to both moral and legal 
rights, as well as nations of what ought to happen in 
everyday life (Eekelaar, 1992; Fortin, 2003; Freeman, 
1983; Macor-mick, 1982). [8][9] Rhedding. Jones et 
al (2008)[10] states that there is a continuing debate 
about the effectiveness of a rights based focus per se 
in empowering the disadvantaged and vulnerable, 
which includes children. It is argued that rights are 
abstract legal principles that cannot be exercised 
outside of human relationships and, as such, do not 
take into account power differences between 
individuals. It is further argued, by opponents of 
children’s rights, that “needs” are a more important 
consideration than rights and that the latter are 
essentially ideological constructs of cultural 
imperialism serving the hegemonic agenda of the 
west and that the language of rights is a cog in the 
machinery that restricts possibilities and draws actors 
into making certain choices (Reynolds et al, 2006: p. 
293) [11] rather than meeting the varied needs of 
children in different contexts. However, Lansdown 
(2001) [12] and Harcourt and Einarsdot-tir (2011) 
explain that  children have their own individual rights 
separate from those of adults. The Constitution of Sri 
Lanka (1972) [13]Article 18(1) rec-ognized for the 
first time the fundamental rights and freedoms of all 
persons and citizens of Sri Lanka in regard to 
thought, conscience and religion, freedom of peaceful 
assembly and of association, and freedom of speech 
and expression. The constitution of Sri Lanka 
(1978)[14] carried this policy further in concrete 
terms by introducing a more details chapter on 
fundamental rights and making fundamental rights 
enforceable in the supreme court of Sri Lanka as a 
matter of priority. It recognizes the fundamental 
rights in regard to freedom of expression, [(Article 
14(1) (a)] and association [(Article 14(1) (c)] and 
freedom of conscience and religion [Article10] 
The UNCRC which was adopted by the United 
Nations in 1989 has a worldwide influence on the 
advancement of child-ren’s rights (Burr, 2004; Millei 
and Imre, 2009). [15][3] 
Van Bueren G. (1993)[16] declares that the UNCRC 
ex-pressed for the first time that children have a 
separate perso-nality and identification on 
independent of their parents and hold a specific body 
of identifiable rights.  
According to Kaufman and Flekkoy (1997) [4] there 
is a close connection between rights and dignity (self-
respect, self-esteem) and rights and respect (for as 
well as from others). They further explained that 
basic needs indicate which rights are important, and 
basic needs and human rights reciprocally support 
each other’s.  
Participation is the fundament right of citizenship. 
But there is no universal definition of children’s 
participation. 

 However, Chawla (2001)[17] defines children 
participation as a process in which children and youth 
engaged with other people around issues that concern 
their individual and collec-tive life conditions. Hart 
(1992) [18] defines participation as a process of 
sharing decisions which affect one’s life and the life 
of the community in which one lives. A number of 
typologies of children’s participation have been 
developed, some of which are discussed  in this 
section (Hart 1992, Treseder 1997, Shier 2001, 
Lansdown 2001, Matthews 2003, West 2004).[18] 
[19][12]. The promotion of children`s participation 
over the last decade and more has been considerably 
assisted by Roger Hart’s ty-pology and subsequently 
by its revisions and developments by Treseder and 
Shier.[20] Hart (1992)[19] suggested an eight step 
ladder to understand the balance between children 
and adults in decision making. Treseder’s model is 
similar to Hart’s, in assessing the degrees to which 
children initiate par-ticipation. Treseder adds the 
dimension of institutional context to his model. He 
argues that children may need the support of 
organizations to be empowered to participate more 
actively than being consulted and informed. [20] 
Shier (2001) defined a hierarchical model with five 
levels through which children`s participation rights 
can be unders-tood. Lansdown (2001) [12] creates a 
new, simpler, typology based on her review of 
international activities. She differen-tiates between 
three types with ascending power for children: 
Together, these typologies widen the debate on how 
to opera-tionalize institutional commitment to 
children and young people’s right to participate, as 
established by the UNCRC. The typologies have been 
powerful tools to document the lack of children’s 
participation in a range of forums. Although the more 
recent models have embraced institutional contexts, 
the influence of sociocultural contexts on the 
openings and op-portunities has yet to be understood 
adequately. 
 
III. METHODOLOGY 
 
Survey design was used in this study. The survey is a 
non-experimental, descriptive research design. 
Surveys are useful for gathering factual information, 
data on attitudes and prefe-rences, beliefs and 
predictions, opinions, behavior and expe-riences both 
past and present (Aldridge 2001).[21] 
The main objective of this study is to investigate the 
scope of children’s right to participation enshrined in 
the UNCRC and how that right has been implemented 
in srilankan schools at senior secondary level. 
 
The objectives of study are as follows: 
 
1. To identify the scope of the children’s right to 

participa-tion enshrined in the UNCRC. 
2. To investigate how this right has been practiced 

in schools at senior secondary level in Sri Lanka. 
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3. To make suggestions to improve the 
implementation of this right in school at senior 
secondary level  in Sri Lanka 

The sample of the study consists of 90 students and 6 
class teachers in grade 10 & 11 of 1AB 1C and Type 
2, three government schools in the Colombo District 
of Sri Lanka. As main data collection instruments 
Questionnaire and interview schedule were used to 
obtain the quantitative and qualitative data of the 
study .To gather quantitative data, questioner was 
administered as main instrument. 
 

Table 1 shows the distribution of the sample. 

 
 
IV. DATA ANALYSIS 
 
A close study of relevant Articles 
12,13,14,15,16,and17of the convention ,read 
together, accept the position of the child as a separate 
individual who is entitled to enjoy participation rights 
hither to limited only to adults. UNCRC recognized 
for the first time in vivid and clear lan-guage, in its 
Article 12, that children should have a right to 
participation in decision making which affect their 
lives. Ac-cording to the Article 12 UNCRC 
Participation means that the child should be given an 
opportunity to express his and her views and the 
views so expressed by him or her must be respected 
and considered in arriving at a decision which affect 
him or her. It is essential that the right should be 
available to all children and their views must be 
“given due weight in ac-cordance with the age and 
maturity of the child”. 
Table 2 shows the summary of Articles 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, and17 of UNCRC related to right to 
participation. 
 

TABLE 2: SUMMARY OF UNCRC ARTICLES RELATED 
TO RIGHT TO PARTICIPATION 

Article Number Summary of main 
provisions 

12 The child’s 
opinion 

The child rights to 
express and opinion, 
and to have that opinion 
taken in to account, in 
any matter or procedure 
affecting the child. 

13 Freedom of The child’s rights to 
obtain and make known 

expression information, and to 
express his or her views, 
unless this would violate 
the rights of others 

14 Freedom of 
thought, 
conscience and 
religion 

The child right to 
freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion, 
subject appropriate 
parental guidance and 
national law. 

15 Freedom of 
association 

The right of children to 
meet with others and to 
join or set up 
associations, unless the 
fact doing of so violates 
the rights of others. 

16 Protection from 
privacy 

The right to protection 
from interference with 
privacy, family home 
and correspondence, and 
from libel or slander. 

17 Access to 
appropriate 
information 

The role of the media is 
disseminating 
information to children 
that is consistent with 
moral well-being and 
knowledge and 
understanding among 
peoples, and respects 
the child’s cultural 
background. The state is 
to take measures to 
encourage this and to 
protect children from 
harmful materials. 

 
However, it can be argued (Fortin, 2003; Thomas, 
2004) [22] that the children Act 1989 is limited in its 
support of children’s participation rights, in terms of 
both its principles and its oper-ation in practice. 
In this study 90% of senior secondary students stated 
that they were knowing about child rights but not the 
right to par-ticipation. The 80% of the teachers 
mentioned that they were knowing about right to 
participation but at the school it was very difficult to 
practice. The findings indicate majority (78%) of 
students at senior secondary level do not get an 
opportunity to participate in the learning process and 
are expected to play the role of the pas-sive learners. 
It was revealed that 92% students always get an 
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opportunity to obtain clarification about the content 
of subject matter taught only. It also reveal that 
teachers still take decisions even in co-curricular 
activities such as conducting     exhibitions ,sport 
meets, concert, selecting school prefects, and 
appointing ex-ecutive committee members for 
different societies at school. The views of those 
students are not consulted in areas where such 
consultation is possible and practicable and that 
students participate only as implementers of the 
decisions of their teachers. It is evident that even in 
co –curricular activities and class-room activities the 
student’s right to participation is greatly limited 26% 
by the system of teacher centered education in Sri 
Lanka where the teacher decides everything.  
 
It was evident from the survey findings that the 
present edu-cation system in Sri Lanka at the senior 
secondary level, is still teacher centered and decisions 
are taken in most situation by the teachers at the 
classroom settings and by the principal the school 
settings. It was also revealed that in selecting subjects 
at Grade 10 students enjoy some kinds of freedom to 
make their own se-lections but they do get an 
opportunity to express views about teaching methods 
or asking questions in the similar freedom. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 
 
Researcher  propose when organizing exhibition 
,sports meets ,selecting main bodies to different 
societies, appoint-ment of school prefects and 
students leaders the view of children can be consulted 
before taking decisions by the teachers or principal. 
Researcher suggest from the Ministry of Education to 
take actions to educate specially teacher’s regarding 
participation of students in decision making in 
classroom teaching learning process and also in co-
curricular activities at the school set-tings. If the right 
to participation is to be meaningful, it is not suffi-
cient that the right is merely documented in statutes 
or policy statements. There must be a properly 
established procedure for its implementation with 
remedies available in situations where the procedure 
is not followed.  
 
The UNCRC provides a broader framework for the 
imple-mentation of right to participation in 
accordance with the procedural rules of respective 
states. Through the sole respon-sibility of 
implementing convention proposals does not lies with 

the state alone; and the parents ,guardians, teachers 
and others who deal with children to have a major 
role to play under the convention ,the primary 
obligation of initiating changers in terms of 
convention standards live with the state.  
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