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Abstract - The research of “RAPTHAI” which is the documentary film about “Thai Hip-Hop/Rap” contemporary music is the 
innovative research intended to 1) study concepts and styles of documentary films 2) study about Hip-Hop / Rap music and the 
outstanding characters of Rap Music in Thailand 3) create the documentary film that telling about Thai Rap Music. This 
research contains the study from the documents, workshop and making a documentary film that telling about Thai Rap Music 
called “RAPTHAI”.   RAPTHAI is the Thai contemporary art documentary film that present the ideas and lives of 12 rappers 
in Thailand and portray the influence of this genre of Thai contemporary music  which are getting an attention and turned into 
one of “Thai Pop Culture” now. Thai rappers  used the style of Hip-Hop / Rap music to reflect the personal lives , the lives of 
people in Thailand and also the social and political context in Thailand. So RAPTHAI introduces how “rap” culture has taken 
root in and influenced contemporary Thai society and focuses on the synergy between Thai culture and Rap music tradition. 
This documentary told the story through the stories of 12 Thai rappers and presents a unique look at the different styles they 
express through their life experiences and their music. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
“Rap”, the word that means one genre of music, is the 
well-known and familiar word for today. Someone 
known that from listening, watching or joining the 
activities. Different people experienced different  
emotions with Rap ; happy , sad , powerful. However, 
in Thailand there are not much people that interested 
in Rap. But actually Rap is the music that easily 
reaches to the people because they told the story of us , 
our lives , our society. In the past Thai people tried to 
prevent ourselves from the rude , violence and 
different context of Rap culture that originally came 
from the west. But now Thai people tried to find the 
connecting point of these different cultures. 
Rap actually came from the Jamaican in the 70s who 
were speaking with their native language in unique 
style for fun. But later, there was an American 
–Jamaican who took this traditional play to use in the 
festival in Bronx , United States of America . People 
who attended that event love it and it was popular from 
that time. People started to call these people who 
played Rap “Rapper”. 
It began as a mix of funk, soul, and rhythm and blues, 
invented by blacks and Latinos for block parties in the 
South Bronx in the 1970s, evolving into the rap and 
hip hop that became the hot center of youth culture 
during the last decade of the century. At first a music 
to party to, rap kept reinventing itself as a cry of pain 
and rebellion, eventually spreading across America 
and jumping all barriers of race to blossom into a 
critique of American life, race, and political hypocrisy. 
( A. Ogg , 1999) 
Rap or Rapper is a part of American culture. From 
Africa to America,  this culture has its own vocabulary 
and style that we called “Hip-hop”. The origin of this 
word comes from  America in the 80s, who gathered 
together to perform various activities in the carnival. 
There are four types of these activities. 

1. Speaking invites people to the event. We called the 
people who do these are DJ (Disc Jockey). 
2. Dancing with fun rhythms and maybe dance 
competing for fun. It's fun to be able dancing in a hard 
style or more strange than others. These dances are 
called B-Boy. 
3. Arranging the event with strange modern  and be in 
theme of the dance and singing or in the form of art 
with their unique style ; simply  attractive and reached 
all classes of people. Most of them use spray paint for 
telling their own story may be through the walls that 
are prepared in the event.This is called graffiti. 
4. Singing their own stories , inviting the participants, 
creating aesthetics for people to feel active  all the 
times.  Their identity is using of words that are 
profanity, harsh words, to completing on the stage for 
creating enjoyment  for those who like excitement. 
They also tell stories that can not be said in public, 
such as politics, racism, etc. These people are called 
Rapper. 
So when Hip-hop culture comes into Thailand. Thai 
identity must be submissive , neat and mutual respect 
.It totally differs from hip-hop culture. However 
Thailand has a group of people who are fond of these 
cultures. and try to promote this culture and play the 
important role for disseminating hip-hop culture in 
Thailand. They tried to explain to the public to 
understand this culture more and open their mind to 
accept it. Rap is one of the things they offer and it's the 
tool that drives the culture of hip-hop in Thailand. 
Thailand in the past, there is a traditional play that is 
similar to rap called Choi (Thai Folk Song). Choi  is a 
arrangement of the words in the form of a verse 
through the process of thinking to rhyme and come out 
melodious, Rap has to go through these same 
processes.But Rap is not limited to the formats. The 
beat is wide. Even the words may not need the same 
tonal to make the same pronunciation. They can be 
used more words. As In Thai, there are 44 consonants, 
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4 tones and 21 vowels  with 32 sounds that  can be 
used to add more features. In the end, they find the 
coexistence of these two cultures to be together to 
create a unique identity that called “Thai Rap”. 
 
II. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 
 
The research of “RAPTHAI” which is the 
documentary film about “Thai Hip-Hop/Rap” 
contemporary music is the innovative research 
intended to 
1) To study concepts and styles of documentary films. 
2) To study about Hip-Hop / Rap music and the 
outstanding characters of Rap Music in Thailand. 
3) To create the documentary film that telling about 
Thai Rap Music. This research contains the study from 
the documents, workshop and making a documentary 
film that telling about Thai Rap Music called 
“RAPTHAI”. 
The ultimate goal of this work is to publicize the 
commonality of HIP HOP culture in Thailand and also 
Thai Rap. What is the significance, purpose and 
essence of this culture? Is it similar to the Thai culture? 
By telling through the documentary film. The film is 
telling the story from the beginning to the present of 
Thai Rap for making an understanding, acceptance 
and be able to live with this culture in Thailand. 
 
III. THE CONCEPT OF THAI RAP 
 
The main concept and theory used in this work is the 
concept of Thai Rap. Thai in RAPTHAI (the film 
name), means the  uniqueness of THAI characters that 
found in Thai Rap that different from original rap and 
rap in other cultures. Most of them are different words 
and sounds from different countries because Thai 
language has different consonants, vowels and tones, 
and more than any other countries. Besides, there are 
compilation of sentences ,the word using that differ 
from other countries. 
Thai hip hop is hip hop music made in Thailand. 
Pioneer artists by Joey Boy and popular hip hop artists 
of Thailand include Dajim, Southside, Fukking Hero, 
Sing Neua Seua Tai, Buddha Bless and Thaitanium. 
Thai hip hop scene started in 1991 by Thai pop singers 
Jetrin Wattanasin's Jor-Ae-Bor  and Touch Na 
Takuathung's Touch Thunder , both albums 
experiment with hip hop. Earliest Thai hip hop group 
TKO were signed to KITA Records and they first 
album in 1993 ORIGINAL THAI RAP were 
commercially unsuccessful and influenced by US hip 
hop. Joey Boy was signed to Bakery Music, which 
became success in his debut album, Joey Boy and Thai 
hip hop became famous in Thailand since the 
mid-1990s. 
In October 2018, a 10-member group called Rap 
Against Dictatorship (RAD) released a song and 
music video entitled "Prathet Ku Me" ("My Country’s 
Got..."). A member identifying themselves as 
Hockhacker explained the song's message, "As artists, 

we want to reflect the truth of the society we are living 
in under dictatorship." The song was received well, 
garnering 21 million views on YouTube (with a 
like/dislike ratio of 793,000 : 18,000) before being 
taken down. The government attempted to ban the 
song claiming content relating to the Thammasat 
University massacre violated the nation's Computer 
Crime Act, threatening to prosecute those who would 
share or republish the song or video. Blockchain 
technology was utilized by fans to prevent the 
government from accessing or deleting the video 
entirely, and it continued to be shared. A few days 
later, various police and government officials and 
spokespeople walked back previous statements and 
some showed support for expressing a variety of 
viewpoints. 
 
IV. TERMINOLOGY 
 
Rap or Rapping is a musical form of vocal delivery 
that incorporates "rhyme, rhythmic speech, and street 
vernacular", which is performed or chanted in a 
variety of ways, usually over a backbeat or musical 
accompaniment. THAI RAP is a combination of 
American rap culture and Thai language, resulting in 
“RAPTHAI” that is unique in language, consonant, 
vowel and tonal publicising  songs for people to listen 
and telling the story of Thai people and society. 
Documentary film is a nonfictional motion picture 
intended to document some aspect of reality, primarily 
for the purposes of instruction, education, or 
maintaining a historical record. 
 
V. SCOPE OF RESEARCH 
 
“RAPTHAI” is the qualitative and innovative research 
that contains the study from the documents, workshop, 
interviews the Rappers  and making a documentary 
film that telling about Thai Rap Music called 
“RAPTHAI”. 
The researchers told this story by documentary film 
because this format is based on reliability so it came 
out in the form of a short documentary film that 
presented the truth. 
 
VI. EXPECTED BENEFITS 
 
1) To gain knowledge about concepts and styles of 
documentary films. 
2) To gain knowledge about Hip-Hop / Rap music and 
the outstanding characters of Rap Music in Thailand. 
3) To publicise the story about Thai Rappers and Rap 
Music through a documentary film that telling about 
Thai Rap Music. 
 
VII. RESEARCH RESULT 
 
From the study of the origin of Thai Rap and 
interviews rappers on the concept of how to create 
their works, their attitude and ideology found that 
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Thailand is still not accepting the idea as it should. For 
example in families. Parents will be happy to give their 
children everything from food to education Including 
media in various forms. In Thailand, the father and 
mother will not be able to recommend the children as 
good as the media. The children learn the media on 
their own and some people may learn and think in the 
wrong ways. When their children get  hip-hop, their 
rough words and ways of doing things will change. 
When their children speak vulgar words and parents 
know the origin of what their children have imitated. 
This is the fault of the media. 
So hip-hop culture in Thailand can not move as 
smoothly as possible because of lack of care , lack of 
good support. However, these artists continued to look 
for ways or to think of new and better presentations. 
The Thai society is gradually starting to accept these 
groups and hip-hop culture more and more. 
Rap and rappers are not many in the past because of 
the identity of rap. One of the main elements of 
hip-hop is the way it is presented in a rather 
rudimentary language or the language which is quite 
contrary to the Thai culture that is polite and 
submissive. But today. The differences of the two 
cultures have been assimilated by the many rappers 
who are confident and willing to integrate these two 
cultures together. This is a new culture and the reason 
why we call it Thai rap. Therefore, the study of the 
origin of this culture  will make us understand the 
identity of the Thai rap music “Thai Rap” as well as 
the people who “Rap” more. 
In the beginning, rap has become so dominant that it 
became a popular culture throughout the world, 
including Thailand. Due to the unique rap character 
that outspokenly expresses the reality of social context 

at every level , it is contrary to the tradition of polite 
and submissive Thai. It is the reason why there are not 
many people who rap in the past. But because of the 
current social situation , rap is more accepted in Thai 
society. People open their mind and look for the 
benefits of rap to enhance their minds that isn’t differ 
from the listening of Thai poem and rhyme. Nowaday 
Thai people are turning  their faces to Thai rap music 
as a means of spreading Thainess into the wider world. 
 
SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION 
 
Film is one of the seven branches of art including 
painting, sculpture, architecture, literature, music, 
dance and film that is the latest art in the group. But 
film was seen as the most powerful medium of all. 
With filmmaking, it is possible to combine the features 
and power of all six media to fuse and convey the story 
of life and society effectively. (Serisamran, T, 2017 : 
126) 
A RAPTHAI is the Thai contemporary art  short 
documentary film that present the ideas and lives of 12 
rappers in Thailand and portray the influence of this 
genre of Thai contemporary music  which are getting 
an attention and turned into one of “Thai Pop Culture” 
now. Thai rappers  used the style of Hip-Hop / Rap 
music to reflect the personal lives , the lives of people 
in Thailand and also the social and political context in 
Thailand. So RAPTHAI introduces how “rap” culture 
has taken root in and influenced contemporary Thai 
society and focuses on the synergy between Thai 
culture and Rap music tradition. This documentary 
told the story through the stories of 12 Thai rappers 
and presents a unique look at the different styles they 
express through their life experiences and their music. 

 
Table 1 : The Characteristic of Thai Rap Music 

Genre Lyric Rap Style Music 
THAI RAP -Reflect the personal lives 

, the lives of people in 
Thailand and also the 
social and political 
context in Thailand. 
-Use mainly Thai 
language mixed with 
some English words. 

-Inspired by Thai poem 
and rhyme. 
- Inspired by Thai 
traditional music as 
“Choi”. 

-The music style and 
musical arrangement is 
the same as international 
hip-hop music but 
sometimes  they mixed 
with Thai traditional 
instrument. 

 
Table 2 : Documentary and Film making techniques that used in RAPTHAI. 

Techniques Effect Examples 

Motion Graphic 
To make the audiences 

understand the information and 
history of Rap music easily. 
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Comic characters of 
Rappers 

Be interested and be friendly 
with the audiences. 

 

Black and White 
Tone 

Setting the mood and tone that 
conform with the story of Thai 

Rap Music. 

 

Charming insert 
shots 

To make the audiences focus 
on the story and not to be 

bored. 

 

Editing with the beat 
of music 

To create the rhythm of image 
and sound. 

 

Using THAI Art 
Elements 

Creating Thainess. 
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