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Abstract - This paper inspects project management research from the point of view of its relationship to allied disciplines in 

the management field and gives a perspective of the advance of project management as a research-based scholastic 
discipline. This examination which is halfway subsidized by the Project Management Institute particularly explores project 
management research in allied disciplines from 18 top management and business journal productions and classifies it into 
eight allied disciplines. The development and patterns of project management research are examined by investigating, 
distinguishing, and grouping management journal articles on project management in the allied disciplines. The analysis of 
project management research in the allied disciplines uncovers a blast of ubiquity and solid enthusiasm for project 
management research. The positioning of events of the eight allied disciplines from most to the minimum showed up 
subjects throughout the most recent 50 years are (1) Strategy/Portfolio Management; (2) Operations Research/Decision 

Sciences; (3) Organizational Behavior/Human Resources Management; (4) Information Technology/Information Systems; 
(5) Technology Applications/Innovation; (6) Performance Management/Earned Value Management; (7) Engineering and 
Construction; and (8) Quality Management/Six Sigma. Consequence of this examination enable us to better comprehend the 
advancement of project management as a field of training and a scholarly discipline, and enable us to give proposals to 
future project management research openings.  
 

Index terms - Project management; Allied disciplines; analysis; Top management journals  

  

I. INTRODUCTION  

 

Project management is an orderly way to deal with 

planning and directing project forms from beginning 

to end. It is the strategy for planning the arrangement. 
It begins from project definitions and closures with 

goal accomplishment. Project Management Body of 

Knowledge characterizes project management as the 

utilization of learning, ability, instrument and 

strategies to project exercises with a specific end goal 

to live up to partner's needs and desires from a 

project. Fundamentally, project management is the 

utilization of learning, aptitudes, tools and 

techniquesto project exercises with a specific end 

goal to meet or surpass partners’ needs and desires 

from a project. By and large, we can isolate project 
management forms into the accompanying five 

groups:  

1. Initiating - Steps actualized to characterize 

another project or another period of a current 

project by getting an authorization to start the 

project or stage.  

2. Planning-Activities required building up the 

project scope, enhancing the objectives and 

characterizing the game-plan required to 

accomplish the project objectives.  

3. Executing - Processes executed to finish the 
work characterized in the project management 

intend to satisfy the project prerequisites.  

4. Monitoring and Controlling-The procedures 

expected to track, audit and control the advance 

and execution of the project; perceive any zones 

in which changes to the project design are 

required and start those progressions.  

5. Closing - The procedures executed to guarantee 

all exercises over all Process Groups to formally 

close the project  

 

It is viewed as that the man has been utilizing 
activities that swings to practices of project 

management since long time prior. It is likewise 

viewed as that some imperative landmarks made all 

through the historical backdrop of present day man 

were worked under the statutes of project 

management in spite of the fact that these were not 

formalized at the time. Valle indicates verifiable 

examinations that consider the idea of project 

management can be more seasoned than it looks. [1]  

As indicated by the creators, the development of the 

pyramids of Egypt, the Great Wall of China and the 
Coliseum in Rome speak to cases of man's endeavors 

that more likely than not been controlled by standards 

of project management. When all is said in done, 

project management works on bring numerous 

advantages. These thusly cannot be effortlessly 

estimated, in light of the fact that similar 

measurements that are built up for project 

management regularly does not have verifiable 

information as references. Since the projects are 

novel, ventures now and then don't permit 

examinations. In the event of completing similar 
endeavors, ought to think about various variables, 

including hierarchical structure and culture, which 

meddle unreasonably in the examinations. [2] 

Be that as it may, benefits are substantial and 

impalpable, and free of its be unmistakable, some are 

featured as confirm in Valle : 1) Increase pledge to 

the objectives and results, 2) accessibility of data for 

decision making, 3) quality change in comes about, 4) 
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expanding coordination amongst offices, and 5) 

expanded consumer loyalty (inside/outer)".  
 

II. RESEARCH APPROACH 

 

a) Project management research in the 

management field  

To altogether examine PM research in allied 

disciplines, this investigation surveyed significant 

journal productions from the management and 

business fields. Regarded journals in the management 

network including the Institute for Operations 

Research and the Management Sciences (INFORMS) 

[9], Academy of Management (AOM) [10], Institute 
of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), and 

others were broke down in detail. Since the 

management and business fields are extremely wide, 

we recognized and characterized eight distinct 

categories of PM allied disciplines with the end goal 

of this research.  Consequence of this examination 

enable us to better comprehend the development of 

PM as a field of training and a scholastic discipline, 

and enable us to give recommendations to future PM 

research openings.[3] 

b) Top management journals  
There have been various investigations to distinguish, 

survey, and rank best management journals in the 

business and management field [83– 90]. 

Nonetheless, the arrangements of best management 

journals fluctuated relying upon the particular field 

and there was no unmistakable agreement among 

scholastics on top management journals in the 

business and management field. Eight allied 

disciplines  

1. Eight allied disciplines were distinguished and 

characterized to join expansive research 

distributions in the project management 
field.[4] The investigation group trusted that 

these eight classes well speak to the allied 

disciplines where one can discover project 

management research. They are the 

accompanying:  

2. Operations Research/Decision 

Sciences/Operation Management/Supply 

Chain Management (Or on the other 

hand/DS/OM/SCM) alludes to the discipline 

related with quantitative decision analysis and 

management standards, including different 
streamlining apparatuses and procedures, 

organize analysis, asset leveling, reenactment, 

et cetera.  

3. Organizational Behavior/Human Resources 

Management (OB/HR) alludes to the discipline 

related with authoritative structure, 

authoritative flow, inspiration, administration, 

peace promotion, et cetera.  

4. Data Technology/Information Systems (IT/IS) 

alludes to the discipline related with the 

utilization of PCs and PC frameworks to 

process, transmit, store, and recover data for 

better management decisions.  
5. Technology Applications/Innovation/New 

Product Development/Research and 

Development(TECH/INNOV/NPD/R&D) 

alludes to the discipline related with the ideas 

of making imaginative and mechanical 

upgrades and the research and advancement of 

altogether new items, administrations, and 

procedures.  

6. Engineering and Construction/Contracts/Legal 

Aspects/ExpertWitness 

(EC/CONTRACT/LEGAL) alludes to the 

discipline related with the utilization and use 
of a wide scope of expert skill to determine 

issues identified with designing and 

development, contracts, master witnesses, and 

their lawful ramifications.  

7. Strategy/Integration/Portfolio 

Management/Value of Project 

Management/Marketing STRATEGY/PPM) 

alludes to the ideas of sorting out and 

overseeing assets to boost benefit, limit cost, 

and bolster the general technique of the 

association.  
8. Performance Management/Earned Value 

Management/Project Finance and Accounting 

(Execution/EVM) alludes to the ideas and 

strategies that measure project advance 

unbiasedly by consolidating estimations of 

specialized execution, plan execution, and cost 

execution.  

9. Quality Management/Six Sigma/Process 

Improvement (QM/6SIGMA/PI) alludes to the 

ideas of enhancing forms, limiting deformities, 

and decreasing expenses by executing 

ceaseless change standards and particular 
measures and metric  

 

III. JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS TREND 

ANALYSIS 

 

Eighteen journals were checked on and dissected by 

utilizing EBSCOhost research database. EBSCO is 

well known among libraries, schools, and different 

organizations. It serves a huge number of libraries 

and different organizations with premium substance 

in each branch of knowledge. EBSCO host has filed 
original copies from the plain first journal issues 

returning to the late 1950s [5].  Papers distributed in 

IEEE-TEM were looked by utilizing IEEE Xplore 

journal database keep running by IEEE. It is critical 

to take note of that IEEE Xplore just permits looking 

papers throughout the previous twenty years; in this 

manner, for IEEE-TEM papers we could distinguish 

papers identified with project management research 

in allied disciplines since 1995. The research group 

trusted that this restriction would not influence the 

general analysis of the papers distributed. 
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Table 1: Trends of Journal Publications of Allied Disciplines in Project Management 

Rank 18 Journal Lists 1995-2000 2001-2005 2006-2010 2011-2015 2016-2017 Total % 

1 IEEE-TEM 11 17 19 28 36 111  24.08% 

2 MS 6 13 17 25 31 92  19.95% 

3 LRP 3 10 19 22 27 81  17.57% 

4 HBR 5 10 17 19 24 75  16.27% 

5 INTFCS 6 8 14 21 15 64  13.88% 

6 JOM 2 4 9 15 13 43  9.38% 

7 AMJ 4 3 4 9 14 34  7.37% 

8 OR 1 1 1 7 15 25  4.77% 

9 CMR 0 3 0 6 12 21  4.55% 

10 MISQ 0 1 3 2 10 16  3.47% 

11 AMP 0 0 1 3 11 15  3.25% 

12 ISR 0 1 2 1 8 12  2.60% 

13 SMR 1 0 3 1 6 11  2.38% 

14 AMR 0 2 1 3 4 10  2.17% 

15 SMJ 0 0 0 5 3 8  1.73% 

16 OS 0 0 2 3 2 7  1.52% 

17 ASQ 0 1 0 3 2 6  1.30% 

18 JSB 0 0 0 2 2 4  0.86% 

  Total 39 74 112 175 235 461  100% 

     8.46% 16.05%  24.30%  38.18%  51.20%   100%   

 

 
Figure 1: Percentage of Paper Published in Eighteen Journals 

 

IEEE-TEM (24%) had the most papers (despite the 

fact that the database just enabled us to scan for 
papers distributed over the most recent 20 years), 

trailed by Management Science (20%), Long Range 

Planning (17%), and Harvard Business Review 

(16%). Papers distributed in these four journals (two 

journals were practice based, and two were more 

hypothesis based) signified 55% of the aggregate 

papers distributed in project management-allied 

disciplines. Interfaces (14%), Journal of Operations 

Management (9%), Operations Research (5%), and 

California Management Review (4%) took after next 

in the rundown of journals. It is fascinating to take 
note of that the best nine journals distributed over 

80% of the aggregate papers identified with project 

management. Strategic Management Journal (8 

papers), Organization Science (7 papers), 
Administrative Science Quarterly (6 papers), and 

Journal of Small Business (4 paper) had minimal 

number of papers.[6] 

 

IV. ALLIED DISCIPLES TREND ANALYSIS 

 

The research group likewise needed to take in more 

about what sort of united disciplines secured project 

management research, and additionally broke down 

the patterns of occurrences of unified disciplines in 

top management journals utilizing eight categories. In 
view of the 461 papers that we examined, we coded 

each paper in up to three categories. For instance, let 
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us say that there is a paper managing "Information 

Technology execution venture estimating 
performance utilizing earned value management in a 

R&D association." The paper would be coded as 

covering IT/IS (IT usage issues), 

PERFORMANCE/EVM (venture viability estimation 

utilizing EVM), and TECH/INNV/NPD/R&D (new 

product improvement ventures). A few papers were 
coded for just a single or two categories. In view of 

this coding plan, we recognized 1003 aggregate 

occurrences utilizing eight disciplines/categories from 

the 461 papers, as appeared in Table 2. 

 
Table. 2 Journal publication Trends Based on Eight allied Disciplines 

Allied Disciplines 1995-
2000 

2001-
2005 

2006-
2010 

2011-
2015 

2016-
2017 

Total % 

OR/DS/OM/SCM 21 32 40 57 63 213  21.23 

OB/HRM 14 21 29 35 46 145  14.45 

IT/IS 9 13 21 30 37 110  10.97 

TECH/INNOV/NPD/R&D 11 15 26 32 41 125  12.45 

EC/CONTRACT/LEGAL 3 7 11 13 20 54  5.38 

STRATEGY/PPM 22 31 43 55 69 220  21.93 

PERFORMANCE/EVM 6 11 19 22 28 86  8.57 

QM/6SIGMA/PI 2 6 11 14 17 50  4.98 

TOTAL 88 136 200 258 321 1003  100.00 

Percentage               

 

V. FUTURE PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

RESEARCH TRENDS  

 

Table 1 indicated definite dispersions by journals and 

decades. Figure 1 demonstrated that the best four 

journals distributed over half of the aggregate papers 

identified with project management. Figure 2 

exhibited journal distribution trends since the 1980s.  

We recognized 461 papers from 18 esteemed journals 

that cover subjects identified with project 

management in allied disciplines. We directed a basic 

straight regression analysis to better comprehend and 

potentially extrapolate future trends of project 
management research in top management journals. 

The analysis result was amazing, in that the R2 was 

0.99 and in consistently productions expanded by 

around 40 (~36.139) papers. Regression analysis 

demonstrates a solid positive upward pattern in 

project management research in allied disciplines [7].  

 

DISCUSSION  

 

Project management is one of the most youthful, most 

energetic, and dynamic fields among various 

management disciplines, along with other set up 
business fields, for example, activities research, 

authoritative conduct, procedure, et cetera. The 

foundations of project management may have 

originated from quantitative. research in planning-

focused techniques, and in addition a use of designing 

science and enhancement hypothesis As of late, 

research interests in cross-disciplinary examinations 

between project management and allied disciplines 

have turned out to be more prominent, confirm by 

expanded productions on these coordinated subjects 

in standard management journals. We have seen a 

blast of ubiquity and solid enthusiasm for project 

management research, beginning in the 1980s, and 
the trends are probably going to proceed later on. 

Note that project management is not any more simply 

a training to plan, plan, and execute projects 

successfully, yet it is a scholarly field and one of the 

key management disciplines that comprise of both 

reasonable/observational research and theoretical 

research in view of strong scholastic hypothesis and 

establishments.  

 

CONCLUSION 

  
Researchers and experts in the PM people group may 

need to additionally advance PM as a scholarly 

discipline by being more cautious of other allied 

disciplines and keep on spreading comprehension of 

PM inside the PM space as well as additional to other 

management fields. Vermeulen recommended the 

significance of experts' contribution in management 

research and proposed the expansion of a second 

circle which cooperates with professionals 

specifically to share research experiences and 

results.[10]  

 
Walker focused on ''the estimation of appearance in 

learning by understanding hypothesis through testing 

it and testing it in functional ways – both reflection 

on activity and appearance in real life". The analysis 

of PM research in the allied disciplines demonstrates 

solid proof that this wonder is occurring now and we 

are seeing that the future has arrived. Consequence of 

this examination will enable us to better comprehend 

the development of project management as a field of 

training and a scholarly discipline, and enable us to 
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give proposals to future project management research 

openings. [11] 
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