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Abstract - The issue of students’ homework being a vital aspect of students’ development is an unending and disputable 
discussion among Thai educators. Some educators claimed that homework has little educational worth, however, some 
pointed that homework is a vital and valuable part of education. In this article, the authors focused on the perceptions of 
students, teachers, and parents toward homework and compare the perceptions of students based on their levels of education. 
There were 245 participants consisting of 205 students, 20 teachers and 20 parents of primary students at Demonstration 
School, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University. The instrument applied for data collection was the questionnaire.  The data 
obtained were analyzed by the applications of percentage, mean, and standard deviation. The study findings respond to the 
two research objectives. First, the students’ perceptions toward homework were in the average level while the teachers and 
parents’ perceptions toward homework were in the high level. The highest average was “homework supports students’ 
critical thinking and creative thinking” which was grade 1-3 students’ opinions while grade 4-6 students, teachers, and 
parents agreed that “homework provides students an opportunity to practice and review their lessons.” Furthermore, most 
students suggest that they did not need homework anymore because lots of homework leads to overload of work for them. 
On the other hand, most teachers and parents still needed students to have homework because students will be able to review 
their lessons and practice their skills toward homework. Second, grade 1-3 students and grade 4-6 students had the same 
perception toward homework. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Homework, or a homework assignment, is a set of 
tasks assigned to students by their teachers to be 
completed outside the class. Common homework 
assignments may include required reading, a writing 
or typing project, mathematical exercises to be 
completed, information to be reviewed before a test, 
or other skills to be practiced (Harris, 2007). 
Homework moves through the time and space of 
students’, teachers’ and parents’ lives over a number 
of years, and it manifests and highlights many of the 
social and cultural dimensions of learning and 
education more generally. In the early 1800s, the 
school year was short and homework was of little 
significance. In fact, there was little time for it, 
because children living on farms dedicated most of 
their time outside of school to completing chores. The 
formal learning, during that time, consisted of a 
classroom experience that entailed much 
memorization, drill, and recitation. Many people, 
however, believed that homework could cause 10 
physical, emotional, or mental illness, since it kept 
children from fresh air and physical exercise (Minke, 
2017). In Thailand education, the issue about 
students’ homework is still discussed among Thai 
educators. Most educators claimed that homework 
has little educational worth. (Tas, 2014) found that 
science teachers in this study assigned more 
homework in research and problem solving than in 
memorizing and summarizing. This strategy was 
effective so that students did not conclude that 
homework is all about one type of learning. 
Charoenkul (2016) studied about why students didn’t 

send their homework. The result shows the reason 
that students have received a lot of homework from 
their teacher, and that students’ homework was very 
hard to do and not motivate. However, some pointed 
out that homework is a vital and valuable part of 
education. Some educators claimed that homework is 
the key of success of students’ learning. Fox (2016) 
studied homework and families in North Carolina to 
determine best practice for students at risk because of 
socioeconomic status. She found that the six female 
parents in the study appreciated homework as                      
a communication tool and a way to establish a home 
routine for their children. The parents also viewed 
homework time as quality time for the family and                      
a way to occupy students at home without using TV 
or video games. In Thailand, (Duangchai, 2017) 
pinpoint the benefits of homework as an opportunity 
for the students to use their time to practice what they 
have learned rather than wasting their time on 
worthless activities. The parents and teachers can also 
know the development and behavior of the students 
through students’ homework. Owing to the above 
mentioned benefits of homework, this study aim to 
survey the perceptions of students, teachers and 
parents toward homework. This study will be 
beneficial to everyone concerned with education and 
may be as a guideline to improve Thai educational 
system in the future.  
 
II. DETAILS EXPERIMENTAL  
 
2.1. Participants 
Participants for this study included students, teachers, 
and parents. The 245 participants consisted of 205 
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students, 20 teachers and 20 parents of primary 
students at Demonstration School, Suan Sunandha 
Rajabhat University. 
 
 2.2. Data collecting 
This study was based on qualitative research design 
to gain a better understanding of the perceptions of 
students, teachers, and parents toward students’ 
homework. There were 3 parts and 10 items for each 
questionnaire exploring perceptions of homework 
designed with 5-point Likert-type scale with an area 

for additional comments. Part 1 was the general 
information of sample groups. Part 2 was the 
perceptions toward homework. Part 3 was the 
students, teachers, and parents’ commentary toward 
homework including 2 sub-questions: 1). Do you 
want to have homework? and 2) Recommendation.  
 
2.3. Data analysis  
The data obtained were analyzed by the applications 
of percentage, mean, and standard deviation. 
 

 
III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  
 
3.1 Findings: Students’ perception toward homework  

 
Table 1: Mean and standard deviation of students’ perception toward homework 

 
 

Items 
 

 
Grades 

 

 
X 

 
S.D. 

 

 
Level 

 
1. Homework provides 
students to practice and 
review their lessons. 

G.1-3 
G.4-6 

4.06 
4.14 

1.15 
0.90 

High 
High 

2. Homework supports 
students’ critical thinking 
and creative thinking. 

G.1-3 
G.4-6 

4.08 
3.93 

0.99 
1.04 

High 
High 

3. Homework support 
students’ skills and they 
can apply in their daily 
lives.   

G.1-3 
G.4-6 

4.07 
4.09 

1.11 
1.00 

High 
High 

4. Homework gives a 
benefit to students and it 
can be done anytime. 

G.1-3 
G.4-6 

3.54 
3.82 

1.38 
1.33 

High 
High 

5. Homework reduces 
misbehaviors of students.  

G.1-3 
G.4-6 

2.96 
3.57 

1.44 
1.29 

Medium 
High 

6. Homework causes 
seriousness and anxiety. 

G.1-3 
G.4-6 

2.64 
2.14 

1.62 
1.37 

Medium 
Low 

7. Homework makes 
students lack of chance 
to develop other skills. 

G.1-3 
G.4-6 

2.68 
2.53 

1.34 
1.39 

Medium 
Medium 

8. Homework makes 
students spend less time 
with their family. 

G.1-3 
G.4-6 

2.79 
2.48 

1.54 
1.44 

Medium 
Low 

9. There is             a lot 
of homework in each 
subject. 

G.1-3 
G.4-6 

2.18 
2.18 

1.38 
1.31 

Low 
Low 

10. It should have 
homework in all subjects. 

G.1-3 
G.4-6 

3.34 
3.51 

1.71 
1.57 

 
High 

Total G.1-3 
G.4-6 

3.23 
3.24 

0.54 
0.60 

Medium 
Medium 

 
The average of grade 1-3 and grade 4-6 students’ perceptions toward homework was in the average level (mean 
= 3.23 and 3.24 respectively). When considering each item, the highest average of grade 1-3 students was 
“homework supports students’ critical thinking and creative thinking” (mean = 4.08) while the highest average 
of grade 4-6 students was “homework provides students an opportunity to practice and review their lesson.” 
(mean = 4.14).  The lower average of grade 1-3 students and 4-6 students was “homework support students’ 
skills and they can apply in their daily lives” (mean = 4.07 and 4.09 respectively). The lowest average of grade 
1-3 students and 4-6 students was “There is a lot of homework in each subject” (mean = 2.18). 
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3.2 Findings: Teachers’ perception toward homework  
 

Table 2: Mean and standard deviation of teachers’ perception toward homework 
 

Items 
 

 
X 

 
S.D. 

 

 
Level 

 
1. Homework provides students an opportunity to practice 
and review their lessons. 

4.75 0.44 Very 
high 

2. Homework supports students’ critical thinking and 
creative thinking. 

4.00 1.03 High 

3. Homework support students’ skills and they can apply 
in their daily lives.   

3.85 1.09 High 

4. Homework gives                 benefits to students and it 
can be done anytime. 

4.40 0.75 High 

5. Homework reduces misbehaviors of students.  4.20 1.11 High 
6. Homework causes seriousness and anxiety. 3.35 1.14 Medium 
7. Homework makes students lack of chance to develop 
other skills. 

2.80 1.15 Medium 

8. Homework makes students spend less time with their 
family. 

2.75 1.33 Medium 

9. There is a lot of homework in each subject. 3.15 1.18 Medium 
10. We should have homework in all subjects. 2.80 1.45 Medium 

Total 3.60 0.54 High 
  
The average of teachers’ perceptions toward homework was in the high level (mean = 3.60). The highest 
average was “homework provides students an opportunity to practice and review their lessons.” (mean = 4.75). 
The lower average was “homework gives benefits to students and it can be done anytime” (mean = 4.40). The 
lowest average was “homework makes students spend less time with their family” (mean = 2.75). 
 
3.3 Findings: Parents’ perception toward homework  
 

Table 3: Mean and standard deviation of parents’ perception toward homework 
 

Items 
 

 
X 

 
S.D. 

 

 
Level 

 
1. Homework provides students to practice and review 

their lessons. 
4.35 0.88 High 

2. Homework supports students’ critical thinking and 
creative thinking. 

4.15 0.88 High 

3. Homework support students’ skills and they can 
apply in their daily lives. 

4.10 0.79 High 

4. Homework gives                 benefits to students and 
it can be done anytime. 

3.80 1.15 High 

5. Homework reduces misbehaviors of students. 3.30 1.34 Medium 
6. Homework causes seriousness and anxiety. 3.80 1.24 High 

7. Homework makes students lack of chance to 
develop other skills. 

2.95 1.05 Medium 

8. Homework makes students spend less time with 
their family. 

3.05 1.32 Medium 

9. There is a lot of homework in each subject. 4.20 1.01 High 
10. We should have homework in all subjects. 1.65 1.14 Low 

Total 3.54 0.52 High 
 
The average of parents’ perceptions toward homework was in the high level (X = 3.54). The  highest average 
was “Homework provides students with sufficient practice and reviewing their lesson”  
 
(X = 4.35). The lower average was “there is a lot of homework in each subject.” The lowest average was “Every 
subject should have homework.” (X = 1.65) 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 
The main focus of this study was on the perceptions 
of students, teachers, and parents toward homework 
and comparing the perceptions of students based on 
their levels of education. This study shows the result 
of important issues about homework in Thai 
education. Homework moves through the time and 
space of students’, teachers’ and parents’ lives over               
a number of years, and it manifests and highlights 
many of the social and cultural dimensions of 
learning and education more generally. The 
conclusions are as follows: 
 
1. The students’ perceptions toward homework were 
in the average level while the teachers and parents’ 
perceptions toward homework were in the high level. 
The highest average was “homework supports 
students’ critical thinking and creative thinking” 
which was grade 1-3 students’ opinions while grade 
4-6 students, teachers, and parents agreed that 
“homework provides students the opportunity to 
practice and review their lessons.” Furthermore, most 
students suggest that they did not need homework 
anymore because lots of homework they received per 
day was overwork for them. According to Hoeke 
(2016) studied about giving homework to students in 
primary school. The result of this study showed that 
the practice of homework potentially threatens the 
quality of childhood. The findings suggest that there 
is a need for teachers to rethink the practice of 
homework in primary schools to protect the value and 
quality of childhood.  From the result of parents and 
teachers, on the other hand, most teachers and parents 
still needed students to have homework because 
students will be able to review their lessons and 
practice their skills toward homework. According to 
Chouang Utitasarn (2018), the research result shows 
that the most direct influence on anxiety were 
parents’ expectations. Parents tend to have anxiety 
because of expectation toward students’ homework 
and they expect that homework provide the lesson 
review for the students.  In addition, Hoeke (2017) 
explored teacher and parent perceptions of homework 
effectiveness and homework purpose. This study 
revealed that parents tend to perceive a greater benefit 
in homework and teacher had a higher perception of 
both homework effectiveness and homework purpose.  
2. Grade 1-3 students and grade 4-6 students had the 
same perception toward homework. 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
This study was set out to gain a better understanding 
of the perceptions of students, teachers, and parents 
toward students’ homework.  
1. Homework can be assigned to introduce students 
to material the teacher will present in the future. 
2. Teachers should assign homework in some 
subjects. 
3. Peer interaction homework is assigned to more 
than one student in an effort to build and develop 
team working skills. 
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