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Abstract - The research on “Factors Affecting People’s Readiness for the Election of the House of Representatives” is 
aimed to discover the factors that affect people’s readiness for the election of the house of the representatives. The 
quantitative method is applied with the study. This is a survey research in which the questionnaires are distributed among 
400 people who live in Tambon Nam Om, Amphoe Kho Wang, Yasothon Province. 
The results show that the overall people’s readiness is at the high level. When consider each dimension, the enthusiasm 
towards the election of the House of the Representatives of people living in Tambon Nam Om, Amphoe Kho Wang, 
Yasothon Province is at the high level. It is followed by understanding on the election, and environmental and political 
context factors which are at the high level. The people’s characteristics on the election is found at the moderate level. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
The election is one of the major mechanisms in the 
democratic system under the regime of the 
representative democracy. It is well accepted 
nowadays that election is a means to encourage 
participation among the people. Harrigan and Nice 
(2004) argued that in a representative democracy 
such as that in the United States, the election process 
is the central means by which people are expected to 
hold the government accountable. The people have 
the right to choose their agents to work in the office 
and to look after their interests. Democratic system 
offers a way to find out the ruler of the country based 
on peace. And, as a result, it is expected to reduce 
social conflict. Voting activity therefore is considered 
as the right and duty of the people to exercise their 
will under the democratic regime. The renowned 
political scientist, Kamol Thongthammachart (2531) 
said “the election is a political process and political 
activity that shows political participation of the 
people who own the sovereignty in which they cast 
their voting rights to select some candidates to work 
in the office. It is a mechanism that expresses the will 
power of the people to support or to go against a 
political activity, or to decide on any favorable public 
policy that has an impact on their lives.” The 
members of the House of Representatives have to 
duty to legislate the laws for the best interest of the 
country and people. The people indirectly select the 
prime minister who runs the government, provides 
budget for national development, mitigates social 
problems, and serves the needs of the people. 
Therefore, the election of the members of the House 
of Representatives is very important to all the citizens 
in order to pass on the sovereignty to the best 
candidates to work on the protection of interest and 

well-being of the people at large as well as to manage 
national budget (Office of Election Commission of 
Bangkok, 2560). 
Fiorina, Peterson, and Voss (2004) stated that the 
official title of House members is “representative,” 
and most people’s view of representation involves a 
wide range of activities. One chore that demands a 
great deal of time and effort is district service—
making sure that congressional districts get a fair 
share (or more) of governmental programs, projects, 
and expenditures. Some members of the House of 
Representatives are famous for their efforts to bring 
such economic benefits to their districts. People 
usually applaud when their representatives and 
senators bring home the bacon, and they reward them 
at the ballot box for it. 
Arghiros (2001) proclaimed that Thai constitutions 
are not hallowed documents and the country has had 
an average of one constitution every four years since 
1932. The majority of regimes have abrogated and 
rewritten constitutions to legitimize their rule. At 
present, Thai politics is a product of a conflict among 
different political groups in the society. The Thai 
Constitution B.E. 2550 has been canceled by the 
National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) on 
May 22, 2557. The interim-Constitution B.E. 2557 
has been in an effective on July 22, 2557 (Royal 
Gazette, 2557a). The National Legislature was 
established on August 21, 2557, and worked on 
behalf of House of Representatives and the Upper 
House. The National Legislature has formed the 
government by having General Prayuth Chan-o-cha 
as the prime minister. The government has been 
drafting a new constitution on November 4, 2557, by 
the first, appointed 36 constitution drafting 
committees led by Dr. Borwornsak Uwanno (Royal 
Gazette, 2557b). On September 6, 2558, the National 
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Reform Council had no resolution on the drafting 
constitution (Khaosod Newspaper, October 8, 
2558).The new constitution drafting committee with 
21 members has been appointed by having Meechai 
Ruchuphan as a Chairperson on October 5, 2558 
(Royal Gazette, 2558). This Constitution has been 
well accepted by the people and, as a result, has been 
announced to be the Constitution of Kingdom of 
Thailand on April 6, 2560. This Constitution has been 
affixed the Royal Signature of King Rama the 10th 
and General Prayuth Chan-o-cha has countersigned 
the Royal Command (Royal Gazette, 2560). 
After the promulgation of the Constitution B.E. 2560, 
there must be an attempt to draft another 10 organic 
legislations in which it would take at least 600 days 
or approximately 20 months to complete. After the 
completion of these organic laws, the general election 
could be taking place. That would be about the month 
of December, B.E. 2561 (Post Today Newspaper, 
2560).It is expected that the people can exercise their 
voting rights in the election both on a constituency 
and a party-list basis in accordance with the 
Constitution and the organic laws. Elections are 
regulated by the states and generally administered by 
local governments. The eligible voters must have a 
Thai nationality or have been possessing a Thai 
nationality for not less than 5 years, are 18 years old 
on the day of the election, having his or her name in 
the house registration in the constituency for 90 days 
before the election begins, for instance. These are 
clearly identified in Chapter 7, Section 95 of the 
Constitution (Royal Gazette, 2560). The members of 
the House of Representatives are 500 persons. Of this 
amount, 350 persons come from an election on a 
constituency basis and another 150 persons come 
from an election on a party-list basis (Royal Gazette, 
2560). Stable, moderate party systems made 
democracy possible in West Germany after Hitler and 
in Spain after Franco. In turn, much of the country’s 
party system depends on its electoral system—
whether it is based on single-member districts or on 
proportional representation (Roskin et al., 2003). 
Roskin and associates (2003) claimed that a national 
government that had to submit each decision to 
millions of voters would be too unwieldy to function. 
Therefore, representative democracy has evolved as 
the only workable alternative. Democratic procedures 
invest those who govern with the legitimacy to act in 
the name of citizens collectively (Judd and 
Swanstrom, 2004). It is expected that the General 
Election would be held in December, B.E. 2561. This 
would be one of the important elections being held in 
Thailand. It is hoped that Thai politics would be 
geared towards the true democracy and would bring 
peace to the society. There is one noticeable trend, 
however, that could be read as a sign of increasing 
political freedom and democratization. Village and 
sub-district heads have found it progressively more 
difficult to command their villagers’ votes on behalf 
of provincial council candidates. Similarly 

intimidation—whether subtle or overt—is becoming 
increasingly counterproductive (Arghiros, 2001). The 
understanding of the Constitution B.E. 2560 
especially those acts that are concerned with the 
election would definitely help to promote this coming 
election and those that would be happening in the 
future. 
Recently, the government that is led by Head of the 
National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) has 
declared that, according to the road map, the general 
election would be held in February, 2019. This 
coming election would definitely be one of the most 
important elections in the Thai political history after 
the country has been ruling by a military junta. The 
researcher is deeply interested in the people’s 
readiness towards the election of the House of 
Representatives. It allows the Thai citizens to perform 
their duty as good citizens, to participate in such an 
activity that will bring the country coming closer to 
the democracy, and to bring peace to the society. The 
people must be ready to select their representatives to 
act on their behalf, to express their will, and to run 
the government as specified by the constitution. 
 
II. RESEARCH OBJECTIVE 
 
The research on “Factors Affecting People’s 
Readiness for the Election of the House of 
Representatives” has its main objective to discover 
factors that affect the people’s readiness for the 
election of the House of Representatives. 
 
III. LITERATURE REVIEWS 
 
Mc Kechnie (1966) has defined readiness as a state 
that the actor is agile, enthusiastic, and willing to 
perform required activities in order to achieve the 
desired results. From this given definition, readiness 
means the ability of a person to do the activities in 
achieving the goal. The contributing factors towards 
readiness include: personal, economic, and social 
factors. 
Downing and Thackray (1975) proposed that there 
are 4 comprising factors of readiness that are: 
1. Physical factors: The readiness in the forms of 
body, mind, and social factors. For example, to 
become sui juris. 
2. Intellectual factors: It refers to the readiness in 
the forms of intelligence, perception, rationality, 
seeing, listening, thinking and decision-making. 
3. Emotional, motivational and personality 
factors: This refers to the state of mind, emotional 
stability, and the desire to learn. 
4. Environmental factors: These include economic 
dimension, appropriateness, and opportunity to gain 
experiences. 
IV. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
This research is a quantitative research by using a 
survey design to gather data obtained from the 
questionnaires. 



International Journal of Management and Applied Science, ISSN: 2394-7926                                                 Volume-4, Issue-10, Oct.-2018 
http://iraj.in 

Factors Affecting People’s Readiness for the Election of the House of Representatives 
 

87 

1. Population and Sample Size: 
The population in the study is the residents dwelling 
in Tambon Nam Om, Amphoe Kao Wang, Yasothon 
Province at the total number of 5,338 people (Sub-
District Administrative Organization, 2560). 
By using Yamane (1973) Formula, the sample size 
was derived at: 
n = 1+5,338 (0.05) *2 = 372.12 persons 
To assure the number of sample size, the 400 
questionnaires was distributed to collect the data. 
2. Research Tool and Data Collection: 
The questionnaires are divided into 3 sections. 
Section 1: General Information. It is a closed-ended 
questions with multiple choices question type. 
Section 2: The data on the people’s readiness for the 
election of the House of Representatives. The 
questions utilizes the Likert’s Scale. 
The data were collected by a survey method in which 
the questionnaires were distributed to the identified 
samples to answer the questions in the research field. 
3. Data Analysis: 
The data obtained were analyzed through the 
software packages. The descriptive analysis was used 
to analyze the data. The statistics used to analyze the 
data were frequency, percentage, mean, standard 
deviation and one-way analysis of variance. The 
statistical level of significance was set at 0.05. 
 
V. RESEARCH FINDINGS 
 
General Information 
There were 400 people who answered the 
questionnaires. Most of them were male at the total 
number of 223 persons or 55.80%, and the other ones 
were female at the number of 177 persons or 44.20%. 
The age of the respondents was around 18-30 years 
old at 51.70%, 31-40 years old at 26.20%, and 41-50 
years old at 16.70%. The respondents got a bachelor 
degree at 49.80 %, got a high-school certificate at 
18.20%, got a diploma at 17.10%, got a master 
degree at 9.30%, got a primary school certificate at 
5.10%, and got a doctorate degree at 0.50%. They 
were company employees or self-employed at 
29.50%, were students at 23.20%, farmers at 21.20%, 
officers at 13.8%, businesspersons at 5.50% and other 
occupations for 6.80%. The highest percentage of the 
respondents’ average income was at 10,001-15,000 
baht per month, and following by 5,000-10,000 baht 
per month, below 5,000 baht per month, 15,001-
30,000 baht per month and more than 30,000 baht per 
month respectively. 
The analysis of people’s readiness for the election of 
the House of Representatives 
The results from the analysis showed that the people 
at Tambol Nam Om, Amphoe Kao Wang, Yasothon 
Province had a high level of overall readiness for the 
election of House of Representatives (Mean = 4.26). 
When considering each dimension separately, it was 
found that the readiness in term of enthusiasm was at 
the high level (Mean = 4.66), following by the 

understanding towards election (Mean = 4.38), 
environmental and political context (Mean = 4.03), 
and finally, the characteristics of the voters (Mean = 
3.96) was at a moderate level respectively. 
 

Table 1: Factors, Mean, Standard Deviation, and Analysis 
Factors Affecting 

People’s Readiness 
for the Election of 

the House of 
Representatives 

Mean Standard 
Deviation Analysis 

Enthusiasm factor 4.66 0.67 High 
Understanding 

towards election 
factor 

4.38 0.13 High 

Environmental and 
political context 

factor 
4.03 0.58 High 

Characteristics of 
the voters factor 3.96 0.43 Moderate 

The overall 
readiness 4.26 0.45 High 

 
The hypothesis testing results were as follows: 
1. Sex: Sex had no relationship with people’s 
readiness for the election of House of Representatives 
(Sig. = 0.034). 
2. Age: Age had relationship with people’s readiness 
for the election of House of Representatives (Sig. = 
0.002). 
3. Education Level: Educational level had no 
relationship with people’s readiness for the election 
of House of Representatives (Sig. = 0.059). 
4. Occupation: Occupation had relationship with 
people’s readiness for the election of House of 
Representatives (Sig. = 0.000). 
5. Income: Average monthly income had no 
relationship with the election of members of House of 
Representatives (Sig. = 0.028). 
The above hypothesis testing reveals that age and 
occupation have relationship with people’s readiness 
for the election of the House of Representatives. The 
sex, educational level, and income have no 
relationship with people’s readiness for the election 
of the House of Representatives. 
 
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 
 
The research on the Factors Affecting the Readiness 
of the People for the Election of the House of 
Representatives shows that the overall factor is at the 
high level (Mean = 4.26). The separate items include: 
the enthusiasm is at the high level (Mean = 4.66), the 
understanding is at the high level (Mean = 4.38), 
environmental and political context is at the high 
level (Mean = 4.03), and the characteristics of the 
voters is at the moderate level (Mean = (3.96). As the 
good Thai citizen, people living at Tambol Nam Om, 
Amphoe Kho Wang, Yasothon Province, are very 
enthusiastic, understand and would like to participate 
in the coming national election. This shows a good 
sign of democratic regime in Thailand. The reason 
might come from the fact that Thailand has suffered 
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from a coup and are under the military-led 
government. These events encourage and motivate 
people to become recognize about the democracy. As 
a result, people are yarning for democratic freedom, 
democratic participation, and expression of public 
opinion. This is in congruence to the work of Phusith 
Kantikul (2553) on “People’s Political Participation 
Model, Dusit District, Bangkok” in which it found 
that factors affecting people’s political participation 
include: personal factors that are sex, age, social 
status; economic factors that are occupation, social 
group members, family member roles and community 
member roles; political environmental factors that are 
political news perception, and political development; 
political psychological factors that are political 
interest, political behavior, and political socialization. 
For the predicting factors towards political 
participation of people include: political interest, 
political news perception, basic value on democratic 
politics, and political environment. 
 
SUGGESTION 
 
Alagappa (1995) argued that participation in elections 
alone, for example, even if the voters turnout is high, 
is not sufficient to demonstrate public commitment to 
a democratic system. Fear, profit, and expediency 
could account for the impressive voter turnout. To be 
meaningful, he continued, participation in elections 
must be part of involvement in a broad range of 
activities connected with the democratic system: 
membership in interest groups and political parties, 
support for specific causes and policies, belief in the 
efficacy of the judicial system, compliance with 
government policies even when there is an attendant 
cost. Therefore the following activities are suggested 
in order to prepare the people to be ready for the 
election and for a democratic regime as a whole. 
1. The governmental units, local administrations 
and/or local administrators should prepare for people 
and youth readiness for the election. This is to 
encourage the political participation. 
2. The government must publicizes the participation 
on the election. According to Fiorina, Peterson and 
Voss (2004:146), public opinion on the whole 
responds predictably and rationally to the information 
available to it. A public that reacts sensibly to poor or 
distorted information could still be a hindrance in a 
democratic society. Fiorina and associates strongly 
believe that following popular opinion might even be 
dangerous, because it would be open to manipulation. 
The public relations should deliver a positive image 
towards election by creating an understanding and 
encouraging participation from the people. 
3. Research on political participation shows that the 
non-participants tend to be heavily concentrated 
among poor people, those who do not belong to 
organizations, and those with little education 
(Harrigan and Nice, 2004). The government must 
develop knowledge and understanding on democratic 

regime for the people. The quality of life must be 
improved so the people are ready to live their life. 
They must not be struggle to live their lives. Only 
then, they will pay more attention and participate 
more on the politics. 
4. Judd and Swanstrom (2004) exerted that the 
legitimacy of local government requires that citizens 
perceive it as sufficiently representative and 
responsive to their needs. If citizens become 
convinced that their participation makes no 
difference, they, will demonstrate their alienation 
from the political system by withholding their vote, 
refusing to participate in the civic life of 
organizational politics, and –occasionally—by 
resorting to violence to vent their frustrations. The 
government must come up with mechanism and/or 
responsible organizations to monitor and control the 
election based on the law and justice. This can be 
done by a neutral organization that can be public, 
private and/or NGOs. 
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