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Abstract - This research has focused on the study of the military roles and the political development in Thailand. The 
research is a qualitative research. The results show that the military will not take the political roles since the Constitution and 
other related rules and regulations do not clearly specify the military political roles. However, the Constitution has specified 
the 2 characteristics of the military duty in which they are: 1) national defense, maintenance of independence, stability, 
peace, and important national institutions, and 2) national development. The political participation by the military happens 
when there is an eruption concerning politics, economics, and society. The military will take action when there are political 
conflict, disagreement among the people, economic problems fraudulent, corruption, and wildly social problems. The 
military march will be seen when there is gathering of people in order to put pressure on the government and, later, it turns 
out to be a chaotic situation as a result from political instability. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
In term of a modern state, it is undeniable that the 
military is an important part in the establishment of a 
nation-state. A modern state is developed from 
various political systems into a democratic system. 
As a result, the roles of the military institution has 
been changed to become under the command of civil 
government. The military roles in the modern state in 
many parts of the world has been successful and, at 
the same time, unsuccessful. The successful co-
existence of the army and the civilians happens in 
most developed countries. On the other hand, the 
unsuccessful ones happen in many developing as well 
as underdeveloped countries. 
In Thailand, thearmy is an ancient organization. The 
military reformation can be dated back into the 
political reformation in the period of King Rama the 
5th. There were many revolutions toward the military 
organization. One of those is the abolition of slavery. 
This is to transfer the human resources that belong to 
various royal family members into the control of the 
central government by which King Rama the 5th is the 
Supreme Commander. Hence, the modern military 
institution has been initiated. 
Based on the controversial issue concerning the 
politics and the military, one of the important critics 
is Samuel P. Huntington (1957) who wrote “The 
Soldier and the State” and also a founder of this 
particular subject. According to the objective civilian 
control theory, the professional soldier is the 
separation of military and the politics. The army must 
be neutral toward political issues. This can be done 
through the allocation of power between the civilian 
and the army up to the equilibrium point. This means 
that the military must possess the least political 
power. If the military had been allocated the power 
below the equilibrium point, the army would start to 
search for a political alliance and some powerful 
civilian groups in order to take advantage over the 
other civilian groups. On the contrary, if the military 

had been given the appropriate power (at the 
equilibrium point), it became unnecessary for the 
army to participate in political arena, for example, 
they are given a freedom in conducting various 
activities pertaining to the security issue without the 
intervention from the politician. According to 
Huntington, the military professionalism not only 
withdraw the military out of politics but also allow 
the military to work effectively on the security 
dimension. 
In respect of the military roles in modern state, the 
army has the responsibility in the maintenance of 
security, fighting with the enemy, and maintaining 
the safety for every citizen in the country. Moreover, 
the military also provides various assistance by being 
a shelter for the countrymen, such as providing 
assistance during the public disaster. The 
misunderstanding between the civilian and the army 
in most developing countries may lead to the 
adjustment of cooperative model in democratic 
society into a new pattern in which the soldiers seize 
the power and intervene in the politics in every 
possible manner including the coup. The reason may 
be given in a form of corruptionby the civil 
government. The mentioned action leads to the failure 
of both the army and the civilian concerned. This 
failure reflects the national disruption. For instance, 
from the Thai perspective, democratic political 
regime comes side-by-side with the coup d’etat. The 
reason for the revolution is given almost the same 
that there are disagreement among people, and 
corruption made by the politicians. These reflections 
are in effect since Thailand becomes a democratic 
country. The cessation of democratic development is 
caused by the military and some politicians who look 
for their own interest as a major concern. The 
relationship between the politics and the army can be 
concluded in the form that the army is undoubtingly 
important to the state concerning the security 
perspective. On the other hand, the security issue 
becomes a reason for the intervention of the army in 



International Journal of Management and Applied Science, ISSN: 2394-7926                                                 Volume-4, Issue-10, Oct.-2018 
http://iraj.in 

Military and Thai Political Development 
 

114 

politics in many countries in the world. Based on the 
military perspective, it is a kind of national defense. 
However, the civilian sees this action as an 
unprofessional attempt at all (SomkuanSakorn, 2554). 
 
II. RESEARCH OBJECTIVE 
 
The research is designed to study the military roles 
and the Thai political development. 
 
III. RELATED THEORIES 
 
The most popular cited political concept for the 
analyzing of political phenomenon in less developed 
countries is the concept on political development or 
being called by the scholars the political 
modernization. These two words are used 
interchangeably by many people. The reason that the 
words are used to explain and analyze the political 
phenomenon because after the end of World War II, 
many countries are free from the western colonialism. 
These new born countries are facing a lot of political 
problems as a result from the fight among different 
races and/or political groups in order to gain control 
over the country. The struggles of the parliament 
system in democratic scheme and the seizure of 
power by the military in a form of a revolutionary 
coup. The said political phenomenon is analyzed by 
the scholars by using many familiar theories to 
explain important factors in order to discover the 
cause. For example, the economists look at this 
national instability by relying on the economic factors 
and conclude that it is caused by the lack of economic 
development. The poverty problem and the lack of 
production technology lead to various societal 
problems. As a result, it is rather difficult for the 
country to gain political stability. This belief is used 
to explain the cause of World War II in which the 
economic problems are the major reasons for the war. 
This a failure of a democratic system in providing 
appropriate education, causing people to become 
ignorance, and lack of political and social 
understanding. As a result, the country cannot 
maintain the civilized government and politics 
(SurachartBumrongsuk, 2550). 
The analyzing effort on politics by looking at the 
structure and duty with the consideration of the 
operation performed by various parts of the political 
system, the study of comparative politics, or the 
comparison of political systems in developing 
countries without holding on the pattern, and the 
discussion of political development concepts are the 
main features of the book called “Aspects of Political 
Development” by Lucian Pye. Pye (1966) tries to 
conclude the 10 different types of political 
development concepts and analyze them in the form 
of development syndrome or development 
multiplication as follows: 
1. Political Development as the Political Prerequisite 
of Economic Development. When there are interest in 

economic growth and a necessity of transformation of 
a stagnant economy into a stable prosperous 
economy, political and social context has a 
determined role in hindering or facilitating the 
increment of per capita income. Therefore, it is 
appropriate to conceive that political development is 
a political system that nurtures the economic 
prosperity. 
2. Political Development as the Politics of Industrial 
Societies. The 2nd definition of political development 
with a specific economic binding is an abstract 
conception of politics in highly prosperous societies 
in terms of economics and industry. It is hypothesized 
that life in industrial society will lead to a kind of 
political life. Industrial society whether it is 
democratic or not, has a political behavioral standard 
and practice of a political development with an end 
result in whatever pattern of development. 
3. Political Development as Political Modernization. 
Based on the concept that political development is a 
political ideology in industrial society, political 
prosperity, therefore, is having industrial countries as 
a model of life, economy, and society. There are a lot 
of people who expect that political life network is the 
same thing. However, the belief in this concept can 
cause a dissatisfaction among those who believe in 
the cultural equality. Another important question is 
that the practice of industrial society or western 
society is really considered as an international 
standard for every political system. 
4. Political Development as the Operation of the 
Nation State. This conception is derived from the 
belief that political development is born from the 
establishment of political life and the practice of 
political operation in relevant to the modern 
governmental standard. In this respect, it is 
hypothesized that in the history there are many 
political systems and every society has its own 
political system. When there is an establishment of a 
modern nation-state, some political characteristics of 
nation state has also evolved. As a result, any society 
that wishes to become a modern state, the political 
institution in that society must adjust itself to these 
characters. The politics of the imperialism, social 
tribes, and races, or colonialism must be dissolved in 
order to become a nation state that co-exists with 
other nation state. The political development becomes 
a way of a nation state society in the pattern of and 
facilitated by international community. It can be said 
that the true nation state depends on the ability to 
maintain the peaceful society at a certain level. The 
ability to use natural resources to benefit the people, 
and the ability to obey the international relations. 
5. Political Development as Administrative and Legal 
Development. If we separate the national building 
into institutional and citizenship establishment as the 
two political development concepts. The political 
development is actually the establishment of an 
organization with a long history of an intelligent 
foundation of a colonial system. It can be seen from 
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the history concerning western civilization that the 
establishment of political society is based on the legal 
and administrative discipline. 
6. Political Development as Mass Mobilization and 
Participation. Another dimension of political 
development is related to the people’s roles and a 
new standard of loyalty and participation. It is 
understood that the political development is a kind of 
political awareness in which the citizen in a country 
is enthusiastic and bonded with politics. 
7. Political Development as the Building of 
Democracy. The political development is or should 
be the same as institutional establishment or the 
practice of democracy. This hypothesis is based on 
the concept that there is only one pattern of political 
development. The conception of political 
development as a democratic system leads to the 
resistance, especially among those sociologists who 
try very hard to make social science free from values, 
and the analysis based on the objectivism. 
8. Political Development as Stability and Orderly 
Change. Most of the people feel that democracy is not 
in relevant to the rapid development. This belief on 
development is based on the economic and social 
perspectives. For those who believe in political 
perspective, they see that political development 
means political stability and orderly change. 
However, the stability that reflects and/or promotes a 
stillness is not a development. Stability is of 
relevance to development since the success of 
economy and society depends on the environment. 
With stability, the uncertainty is reduced and 
planning can be done based on the possibility. 
9. Political Development as Mobilization and Power. 
According to the belief that political system has an 
ability to develop the society, therefore, political 
development becomes a power of the system. The 
argument is that democracy may weaken the 
efficiency of the system. There must be a 
measurement for the competency of the system and, 
at the same time, based on the efficiency concept, 
there should be theoretical or ideological model that 
can be compared with what really happens. 
10. Political Development as One Aspect of a Multi-
Dimensional Process of Social Change. The need for 
a theoretical hypothesis in order to find performance 
indicators of development leads to aclosed 
relationship between political development and social 
and economic changes. This is true since anything 
that is used to explain the national potentiality is tied 
with economic and social dimensions. The argument 
leads to the proposition that there is no need to 
separate political development from any other 
development. Even though the political arena may 
seem to be isolated, the continuously political 
development is done simultaneously with other kinds 
of development in the society without leaving 
something behind (Surachart Bumrongsuk, 2530). 
In summary, the development is interrelated. The 
development has the same character with the 

modernization. The development is evolved through 
the history and is affected by the social and economic 
factors. According to the scholars, the political 
development becomes a fundamental factor for the 
economic development. The political development is 
seen as an establishment of a democracy. This means 
that there are various changes of political 
development in every corner of the society including 
many different social changes in every possible 
dimension continuously and endlessly. 
Lucian Pye argues that political development is a 
development syndrome or development 
multiplication in which there are 3 key factors: 
equality, capacity, and differentiation equality. For 
the people to change from the serf to the citizen with 
rights and political participation, the law must have 
an international standard. This means that it must be 
equally applied to all walk of life.The political power 
and status are based on the competency not the 
family. The political capacity has impact on the social 
and economic activities as well as the effectiveness 
and the efficiency of the implementation of public 
policy. Moreover, it is necessary to consider it in 
terms of a secular world and a conventional system. 
The differentiation is understood in terms of the 
structure, type of organization, and related units with 
the division of labor (SomchaiWichavorn, 2543). 
It is undeniable that the development syndrome is 
based on an ideological concept in which it becomes 
a means to an end. If it is considered on the 
theoretical perspective, there is a bias toward the 
western conception. The equality, capacity, and 
differentiation are conceived by the Americans, west 
Europeans, Canadians, Australians, and New 
Zealanders. In simple word, the definition is coined 
by these societies (Apinya Ratanamongkolmart and 
Wiwat Katithamnit, 2547). 
Some scholar view that it is not really a political 
development but it is only an attempt to move away 
from the old system into a political modernization 
with those three mentioned characteristics. The 
political development should rather be defined as the 
capacity of the political system to generate support to 
meet societal demands. In other words, the political 
development is the ability of political system that 
makes people to provide support in order to solve the 
societal problems. To serve the need of the people. 
The emphasis is placed on the capacity of the 
political system that can mobilize human and natural 
resources in relevant to the societal need and to solve 
the societal problems. In this respect, the country may 
have a high political modernization with a low 
political development, or a low political 
modernization with a high political development. 
 
IV. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
This research is a qualitative research in which it is 
conducted through the availability of documentary 
data pertaining the objective of the research. These 
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documents include research, books, educational texts, 
articles, reports, thesis, dissertation, official papers, 
and governmental rules and regulations. The in-depth 
interviews are conducted with the 5 governmental 
officers and politicians. 
 
V. RESEARCH FINDINGS 
 
The frequently overlooking important duty of the 
military is to develop the country. The duty has an 
impact on other types of development in the country. 
The development can be seen as a mitigation of 
poverty and/or an improvement of standard of living 
of the people in which it focuses on the following 
issues: 
 
1. The political development is focused on the 

regional areas such as in the village. The purpose 
is to make sure that people understand the 
democratic system where the King as the Head 
of the State. 

2. The developmental operation taken with the 
cooperation among other official units and 
private sectors. 

3. The preparation of supply and tools in order to 
provide an assistance to other units upon the 
requests. 

4. The development tactics that initiated by the 
military. For example, herb cropping, and 
homegrown vegetables for economic outlays. 

5. The support of the people to participate in the 
royal initiative projects, such as a “New Theory” 
that emphasize on self-reliance. The people can 
use the knowledge and apply them in their 
community. 

6. The encouragement of people to the savings 
concept. 

7. The use of nutrition knowledge in the daily life 
of the people. 

8. The initiation on agricultural development 
strategy in order to make Thailand become 
strengthened toward agriculture. The promotion 
of high quality and competitive price of 
agricultural products for export. 

9. The provision of assistance for the people. The 
army can serve the people by providing a short 
course of occupational training, helping the 
needy people in various occasions, as well as 
solving the societal problems in terms of drugs, 
environmental preservation, morality 
strengthening, publicizing the savings concept, 
self-reliance, and disciplinary. 

 
The army will take a significant role when there is an 
unrest in the country. Normally, the military will not 
take any political action since the constitution as well 
as rules and regulations do not clearly specify certain 
duties of the army. The constitution has specified 2 
main duties of the army that are 1) the national 
defense, maintenance of the independency, security, 

peacefulness, and important national institutions, and 
2) the national development. 
Based on an analysis of the military duty toward 
national security or peace as specified by the 
constitution, there is a question on the authenticity of 
the military action during the political unrest period. 
The seizure of power by the military from the civilian 
government is undertaken for the sake of the failure 
made by the government and the possibility of chaos 
and insurrection in the country. If the army do not 
take any action, there will be a lot of damage to the 
national security. Therefore, the military actions are 
considered as a means to maintain national stability, 
peace, and well-being of the people. 
The pushing factors for the intervention of army 
during the political unrest and national insurgency or 
critical political situation may be caused by the 
following: 
 
1. The military organization has a special 

characteristics that are different from other 
organizations in the country. There are 
discipline, hierarchy of command, and a strictly 
order. They are trained to be patient and strong, 
to maneuver the weapons and tactics that are 
necessary for the implementation during the 
public unrest. For instance, the use of forces to 
control the situation and to maintain the peace. 
On top of that, there are seniority and 
chronological batches that create unity, harmony, 
and concentration to take on mission quickly. 

2. The military is with the weapons. This is special 
and unique features of the military. The seizure 
of power need the weapon in order to guarantee 
the success. The military are those who can 
maneuver the weapons and have been trained to 
disintegrate the insurgency. The military is 
always seen with the weapons. The use of 
weapons is inevitable in order to control the 
mass or to successfully take over the 
government. However, the use of weapon must 
be under control, order from the supervisors who 
have to make sure that it is undertaken in 
relevant to the law. 

 
POLICY SUGGESTION 
 
1. Political, economic and social situation in the 

country are the causes of the insurrection. 
Moreover, political conflict, disagreement among 
people, economic problems, fraudulent, 
corruption and wild social problems may lead to 
the gathering of people in order to put pressure 
on the government and finally it may become a 
chaotic situation. The government should pay 
attention to these mentioned issues. 

2. The instability of political institution, such as the 
weakening of political institution, government, 
political parties, and politicians who lack of a 
determined will to work toward the benefit of the 
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people will lead to a failure of a democratic 
system in which the representatives are elected to 
work on behalf of the people. The morality and 
the feeling of a true responsibility of the 
politicians should be promoted in order to 
prevent the military sanction. 
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