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Abstract - This research is aimed to study factors affecting people’s political way of life under the democratic regime, 
AnphoeMuangRayong, Rayong province. This a quantitative research in which the survey method is utilized. The 
questionnaires are used to collected data from a sample size of 400 people in AmphoeMuangRayong, Rayong province. 
The research reveals that the overall value of factors affecting people’s political way of life under the democratic regime, 
AnphoeMuangRayong, Rayong province is at the high level. When consider each item separately, the factor on the right and 
legislation perception and on political culture are at the high level, while the factor on the decision based on reason and 
political participation are at the moderate level. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
The democratic governmental system is recognized as 
one of the best governmental system in the world. 
The main principles of the democratic system lies in 
its equality, rationale, and fundamental rights and 
freedom. Moreover, there are established measures to 
strengthen the democratic way and to peacefully co-
exist based on the establishment of representative 
institute, the election process, the political party, the 
governmental units, and the majority of vote. 
Based on the democratic principle, the emphasis is 
placed on the people to whom they are the owner of 
the highest power in the government of the country. 
People are allowed to participate in every step of the 
government, have the rights over various issues, 
freedom of speech, and equality under the rule of law. 
The political development on democratic regime in 
Thailand began when there was a change of 
government from absolute monarchy into a 
democratic scheme in the year B.E. 2475 up until the 
present. 
When consider carefully, the democratic trend in 
Thailand is awake during the election. The promotion 
of the continuity and effectiveness of democracy 
depends on the use of an education as a medium or 
tool since education is an important mechanism in the 
organization of learning process of the human being. 
It transfers and develops value system and activity in 
the community. Education should be given the 
highest priority and continuously developed since it is 
not only a crucial factor in human development with 
a desirable character but also a strong basis for 
sustainable development. 
The Dhammapitaka (P.A. Payutto) (2543) mentions 
that according to the democratic system, the people 
have to be responsible for their lives and society. 
They have to be able to govern each other and, at the 
same time, they have to be able to govern themselves. 

Therefore, people living in the democratic society 
must have the following characteristics: 
1. The knowledge and understanding. The people 
must have knowledge on the system in terms of fact, 
falsity, righteousness, and virtue. There must be a 
specification of just rules and regulations and the 
effective administration of principles and rules. 
2. The mind. It is important that a person must hold 
on the fact, righteousness, and virtue by having 
idealism or ideology. The mind must be set on the 
truth and goodness. 
3. The behavior. The person must be able to control 
his behavior under the principles that are allocated 
into rules and regulations or being known as the 
practice of rights and freedom. 
From the above discussion, one can see that the 
meanings or the importance of democracy lies on the 
political idealism or ideology. SarojBuasri (2520) 
explains that politics and democratic way of life are 
the components of democracy in which: 
1. The idealism of democracy means the faith and 
belief in intelligence and ability of man including the 
admiration of freedom and liberty. 
2. The political system means the system that sees 
power lies on the people or comes from the people. 
The people can change their representatives through 
the election with the stating agenda that the politics is 
for the people and by the people. 
3. The democratic way of life means the human 
coexistence and the interrelation are based on the 
respect both in terms of physical and mind. There is 
no intrusion upon the rights of others, there must be 
respect toward societal rules, collective 
responsibility, common interest, including the use of 
intelligence to solve the problem. 
For the political crisis in Thailand in the past 
following 5 years, there are many major unexpected 
events. The most obvious one may be the political 
conflict among many groups of people, organizations, 
and political parties that have different ideology. This 



International Journal of Management and Applied Science, ISSN: 2394-7926                                                 Volume-4, Issue-10, Oct.-2018 
http://iraj.in 

Factors Affecting People’s Political Way of Life under the Democratic Regime: A Case Study of Amphoe Muang Rayong, Rayong Province 
 

105 

leads to many political conflicts in Bangkok and 
upcountry. After the general election on July 3, 2554, 
there is a question of how Thailand can move forward 
into the future. Many groups of people, associations, 
organizations whether governmental, private and civil 
society are all long for “reconciliation” and hoping to 
see Thai society returning to the normal state. The 
country is expected to move forward in the same way 
like most civilized countries in the world with the just 
government. There are many sectors in the society 
wish to see a reformation of Thai society and the 
decentralization. The people in the regional areas 
should have the right to concretely govern the country 
in various dimensions. They should be able to really 
use the power and check the use of power by the 
government both at the national and regional level. 
The regional administration concept is conceived in 
order to promote the local administration 
organizations to freely govern themselves, participate 
in the administration, and have rights to govern 
themselves in which these are the basis and way of 
democratic government. The people must feel that 
they have a certain stake in the management and 
political activities, such as the participation in the 
election and the participation in political campaign, to 
name just a few. These can create a feeling of 
responsibility, cherishment, and protection over the 
rights and interest that are necessary for the 
development at the national level. The rational for the 
regional administration is that no one knows the real 
problem of the area except those who dwell in that 
location. In this respect, there will be a participation 
toward the problem solving of the people in the area. 
They can learn about political process, government, 
and local administration. This can create a local 
leader who will be the national leader in the future. 
This can also help to alleviate the government’s 
missions in which it is in response to liberal political 
scientists who advocateself-government and local 
administration. The attitude is that the encouragement 
of the people to participate in political activity and to 
have the right to govern themselves are the basis and 
way of democratic system in which it is a result of 
decentralization from the central to the local area to 
provide an opportunity for the local people, who 
understand the situation and local need, to manage 
and develop their location. This is done under the 
check and balance from central and regional units. 
Based on the future trend of democratic system that 
focuses on the fraternity and equality, the local 
administration will become much more important unit 
of operation. 
AmphoeRayong, Rayong Province is a rurban area. 
There is a variety of people living in the area, they are 
engaged in, for example, employment, agriculture, 
business, government officials, and semi-government 
officials. With the variety of the people, the 
researcher is very much interested in the study of 
factors that affect people’s political way of life under 
the democratic regime in order to find out the feature 

that is in response to the political development based 
on the democratic scheme. 
 
II. RESEARCH OBJECTIVE 
 
This research is aimed to study the factors that affect 
people’s political way of life under the democratic 
regime in AmphoeRayong, RayongProvive. 
 
III. RELATED THEORIES 
 
The meaning of democracy 
According to the Royal Thai Dictionary B.E. 2493, 
democracy is government model that believes in 
majority of public opinion (KosinWongsurawat, 
2532). 
Democracy is a government that belongs to the 
people, by the people, and for the people. It is also 
considered as a principle in leading a life, a peaceful 
coexistence of people under the belief that human 
being was born equally. This means that man is 
protected by the government based on law and is 
thoroughly entitled to opportunity as well as services 
from the government. People have the rights and 
freedom in leading their own lives under the scope of 
the law that is specially written in the constitution 
(Department of Peoples’ Rights Protection and Legal 
Aid, 2541). 
Democracy means the government is belonged to the 
people, by the people, and for the people, or it is a 
society that people have freedom, equality, and 
fraternity (AmornRaksasaj, 2543). 
Democracy comes from the words “people” and 
“sovereignty.” When they are combined together, it 
means the power of the people. People are the power 
of the majority. President of the United States of 
America, Abraham Lincoln once said that democracy 
is a system of the people, by the people, and for the 
people. Then, the democracy has some of the 
following concerns (BoonthamLerdsukkeekasem, 
2543): 
1. The democratic principle holds that the 
government is for the people. By this definition, 
people are a part of the system and are related with 
the government system and have the duty to forever 
maintain the democracy. 
2. There is an opportunity for the people to participate 
in political process based on the concept that the 
government is by the people. 
3. According to the for the people principle, this 
means that the administrative policy must concentrate 
on the benefit of the majority of people. 
4. The majority voice of the people. It is used as a 
principle in decision-making and government. 
5. The equality of the people and the rights specified 
by the law. 
6. The government is under the control of the people. 
The direct control is seen through the election and the 
indirect control is seen through the parliament. 
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From the above discussion, it can be concluded that 
democratic system means the government belongs to 
the people, under the equal rights and freedom in the 
participation of political process and government that 
focuses on the interest of the people. The people have 
both direct and indirect control over the government, 
they have freedom as specified by the law. 
On top of that, there are many scholars who have 
given the characteristics of those who have 
democratic way of life as follows: 
WisuthBodhithan (2524) gives a conclusion on the 
characteristics of those who have democratic way of 
life that they always have reason or act reasonably, 
mutual respect, both in terms of a human being and 
the ability. The agreement is reached based on 
discussion, compromise, and patient toward different 
point of view. They have freedom in leading their 
own life and are least intervened by the government. 
Narong Sinsawat (2520: 119-122) suggests that the 
most important characteristics of those who have 
democratic way of life are the persons who know 
what is right or what is wrong, are willing to listen to 
other people, dare to express the opinion, recognize 
their scope of duty and freedom, are equipped with 
political effectiveness, value the liberty, can 
disciplinary work with others, and know when to win 
or when to loose. 
SukhumNuansakul (2535: 21-23) has categorized the 
characteristics of democratic way of life as follows: 
1. Respect. Paying respect to the reason not to the 
person. One should not pay respect to a person 
without considering his or her true ability. One 
should realize that people have limited ability and 
intelligence. They may have a positive or negative 
attitude toward a certain thing. One should not be 
strictly adhere with the seniority system. We should 
listen to other people in order to search for the real 
and authentic reason. Reason will help to sustain 
democracy. 
2. Compromise. One who has faith in democratic 
regime should be willing to listen to other people’s 
ideas, he is not blindly withholding with his own 
thought, he solves the problem based on reason and 
appropriateness, and he is willing solve the problem 
by using peace than violence. 
3. Discipline. One who lives in a democratic society 
should have discipline and follow the societal rules 
and regulations. Even though the democratic system 
provides freedom to the people but, in fact, the 
exercise of freedom must be done under the legal 
scope. The exercise of freedom beyond the legal 
scope will interfere the freedom of others. This will 
create a chaos and social disorder. Therefore, the 
discipline is very important for the survival of 
democratic society. 
4. Collective responsibility. Collective responsibility 
is derived from the feeling that one is the true owner 
of the country. People should act collectively for the 
public benefit, such as the maintenance of public 
property and rules and regulations of the country. 

Political Culture concept 
The meanings of political culture 
There are many definitions of political culture given 
by the political scientists as follows: 
SombatThamrongthanyawong (2542) provides a 
definition for political culture that it is the attitude 
and inculcation that a person receives from a political 
system. This includes the feelings and values toward 
politics and the assessment of political situation. 
Almond and Sidney (1965) argue that the political 
culture is the political perception and the political 
attitude of a person including any other political 
system. 
Pye and Sidney (1965) discuss that political culture 
means a belief system about the political activity and 
political institute model. This refers to the belief of 
the people in which it can be in a variety of forms. 
For example, the belief in an empirical political way 
of life or the belief in a normative goals or values that 
should be practiced. 
Almond (1956) explains that political culture is a 
model of belief, value, and attitude of a person 
toward political system and any other parts of 
political system. He says the political learning 
process and inculcation start from the perception and 
understanding of a political system and then it is 
developed further on. It includes satisfaction and 
dissatisfaction and agreement and disagreement. 
From this point, it is well developed into a belief and 
consideration in making decision as a result from an 
assessment of political system. Finally, this will 
become a political behavior of a person. 
From the above discussion, it can be concluded that 
political culture is a model of belief, value, and 
attitude of a person toward political system. Each 
person has a different behavior. It depends on the 
indoctrination and social and political inculcation 
from social organizations in order to create a 
tendency toward politics in terms of perception, 
recognition, and evaluation. 
 
IV. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
This is a quantitative research. It is also a survey 
research by using questionnaires to collect the data. 
 
1. Sample size 
The population is the people living in Rayong 
province at the total of 99,415 persons as of 
December, B.E. 2560 (Department of Provincial 
Administration, 2560). 
The sample size is derived from the Yamane’s 
formula as follows: 
N =                 99,415 
____________           =    399.88 persons 
1+99,415 (0.05) 2 
The sample selection is based on the non-probability 
sampling in which the accidental sampling is 
undertaken. The 400 sets of questionnaires were 
distributed. 
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2. The research tool and data collection 
The questionnaire is divided into 3 sections 
Section 1: The general information. It is a closed-
ended question with multiple-choice type of question. 
Section 2: The data on the factors that affect the 
political way of life based on a democratic regime of 
the people living in AmphoeMuangRayong, Rayong 
province. 
Section 3: The open-ended question. This part is 
concerned with the opinion and/or suggestion of the 
respondents toward factors that affect the political 
way of life based on a democratic regime of the 
people living in AmphoeMuangRayong, Rayong 
province. 
3. The data analysis 
The data are analyzed by using the Statistical Package 
for the Social Science (SPSS). The statistical data are 
in the forms of frequency, percentage, mean and 
standard deviation. The inferential statistics is used to 
test the hypotheses and the results are reported in a 
descriptive manner. 
 
V. THE RESEARCH FINDINGS 
 
The general information 
The 400 respondents are the people living in 
AmphoeMuangRayong, Rayong province. The 
majority is male respondents at the 58 percent, and 
the female is at 42 percent. The age of the people is 
between 18-32 years old (35.25 percent), 33-46 years 
old (26.5 percent), 47-64 years old (25 percent), and 
65 years old and above (13 percent). Most of the 
respondent have an education below the bachelor 
degree at 48 percent, bachelor degree at 44.5 percent, 
and master and doctoral degree at 7.5 percent. The 
occupation is private employees at 33.75 percent, 
agricultural business at 22.75 percent, students at 
19.50 percent, officials and semi-officials at 11.25 
percent, and business entrepreneurs at 12.75 percent. 
The monthly income of 10,001-25,000 bahtis at 50.75 
percent, 25,000-50,000 baht is at 27.5 percent, and 
monthly income of below 10,000 baht is at 16.5 
percent, and monthly income of 50,000 baht and over 
is at 5.25 percent, respectively. 
The analysis on the factors affecting the political way 
of life based on democratic scheme of people residing 
in AmphoeMuangRayong, Rayong province is as 
fllows: 
The overall value of the factors affecting the political 
way of life based on democratic regime of the people 
living in AmphoeMuangRayong, Rayong province is 
at the high level (mean = 4.07). When consider each 
dimension separately, it is found that: 
1. The political culture factor: it is found that the 
political culture factor has an influence on the 
political way of life based on democratic regime of 
the people living in AmphoeMuangRayong, Rayong 
province at the high level (mean = 4.17). 
2. The perception of rights and legal factor: it is 
found that the perception of rights and legal factor 

has an influence on the political way of life based on 
democratic regime of the people living in 
AmphoeMuangRayong, Rayong province at the high 
level (3.86). 
3. The use of reason in decision-making factor: it is 
found that the use of reason and decision-making 
factor has an influence on the political way of life 
based on democratic regime of the people living in 
AmphoeMuangRayong, Rayong province at the 
moderate level (3.23). 
4. The political participation factor: it is found that 
the political participation factor has an influence on 
the political way of life based on democratic regime 
of the people living in AmphoeMuangRayong, 
Rayong province at the moderate level (3.08). 
 
Table 1: The mean and standard deviation of factors affecting 

the political way of life based on democratic regime of the 
people living in AmphoeMuangRayong, Rayong province 

Factors affecting the 
political way of life based 
on democratic regime of 
the people living in the 

Amphoe Muang Rayong, 
Rayong province 

Mean Standard 
Deviation Analysis 

Political culture factor 4.17 0.27 High 

The perception of rights and 
legal factor 3.86 0.83 High 

The use of reason and in 
decision-making factor 3.23 0.42 Moderate 

The political 
participation factor 3.08 1.22 Moderate 

The overall value of factors 
affecting the political way 
of life based on democratic 
regime of the people living 
in Amphoe Muang Rayong, 

Rayong province 

3.58 0.68 High 

 
The hypotheses testing of factors affecting the 
political way of life based on democratic regime of 
the people living in AmphoeMuangRayong, Rayong 
province found that: 
1. Differences in sex and occupation of the people 
have no relationship with the factors affecting the 
political way of life based on democratic regime. 
2. Differences in age, education, and income of the 
people have a relationship with the factors affecting 
the political way of life based on democratic regime. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The overall value of the factors affecting the political 
way of life based on democratic regime of the people 
living in AmphoeMuangRayong, Rayong province is 
at the high level. When considering each item 
separately, it is found that the perception of rights and 
legal factor and the political culture factor have 
influence on the political way of life of the people 
living in AmphoeMuangRayong, Rayong province at 
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the high level. While the use of reason in decision-
making factor and political participation factor have 
influence on the political way of life of the people 
living in AmphoeMuangRayong, Rayong province at 
the moderate level. This may be the results the 
modernization of communication media such as 
social media that are quick and easily accessible. The 
people are able to perceive the news, legal matters 
concerning the rights on various issues. The Thai 
political culture is based on the patronage system and 
thus, it lacks of public-mindedness. People are not 
interested in politics, and to make an even worse 
matter, they lack consciousness in maintaining the 
law. This produces a negative effect on the political 
way of life of the people. This argument is in 
response to the work of PornamarinPromgerd (2557) 
called “The Political Culture and Democratic 
Development in E-sarn Territory: A Case Study of 
People Living in the Kham Bong and Sa-at Villages, 
Amphoe Nam Phong, KhonKaen Province” in which 
it found that culture that does not promote the 
development of democracy are lack of political 
participation, lack of consciousness in maintaining 
the law, lack of respect of social rules, and 
selfishness. At the same time, the government that 
comes from the coup produces a negative effect on 
the people’s political participation and the use of 
reason in decision-making can be thoroughly 
achieved. The research findings is also in relevant to 
the work of SanyaKanaphum (2560) entitled “The 
Influence of the Political Usefulness on Political 
Decision in Democratic System of the People in the 
Middle of North-Eastern Part of Thailand” in which it 
found that the overall political decision based on 
democratic regime of the people is at the low level 
due to the nationalism caused by the military 
government. 
 
SUGGESTIONS 
 
1. There should be a promotion on the people’s 
participation in decision-making toward the political 
development at the local level. This includes the duty 
of following-up and checking the operation of the 
governmental units. 
2. There should be a promotion on democracy in the 
local politics. This is to make people to have 
knowledge and understanding toward self-
government at local level. 
3. The people should be able to receive the factual 
information concerning democratic development in 
local politics. This may be done through the mass 
communication without the interruption from the 
government. The people should know the truth 
concerning themselves. 
4. There should be a promotion on various activities 
that people can participate with the leaders in the 
community. The people and community leaders 
should have the right to know the problem and 

participate in the verification and finding the solution 
for the problems. 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
1. There should be an expansion of democratic 
development issue into other parts of the country in 
order the see the comparison of dispersion on 
democratic development of the people with equality 
concept. 
2. The qualitative research on factors affecting the 
political way of life based on democratic regime of 
the people residing in AmphoeMuangRayong, 
Rayong province should be conducted. This is to gain 
more insight information to support and confirm the 
previously obtained data. 
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