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Abstract - The present study has been designed to investigate the errors committed by 10th grade government school 
students in writing skill of Punjabi Language. For the present study, a total sample of 200 government school students across 
gender and location was selected from district Patiala of Punjab by random sampling. Self-made test in written Punjabi 
language was used. The results of study revealed that all the students had committed errors in written Punjabi language that 
pertain content, knowledge, grammar, language efficiency and concept clarity. Greater percentage of boys had committed 
errors in areas of content whereas more percentage of girls had committed errors in the areas of knowledge and grammar. 
Almost equal percentage of boys and girls had committed errors in the areas of language efficiency and concept clarity. 
Result of analysis of variance (2x2) revealed main and interaction effect of gender and location is significant at .01 level. 
The study also highlights the causes and reasons behind errors committed by students in writing skill of Punjabi language.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Language is the unique medium of communications 
by sounds among the individuals of different 
communities. It is a fundamental aspect for 
expression of culture and tradition of any community. 
It is an instrument that conveys traditions, customs 
and values regarding to group identity. As a medium 
of communication among the individuals of a society, 
language is determined by the every community 
where it functions. Moreover, being the most 
important tool of communication, a particular 
language which is mastered only by some people (e.g.  
Greek, French, Latin, English etc.) has often been the 
determining component in turning these people into a 
particular group as a people, a nation or a state. These 
groups have different kinds of languages, different 
ways of expressions to convey message, different 
scripts and so on. In India, every state has its own 
official language like in Punjab; people listen, speak, 
read and write in Punjabi language.  
 
In the present study investigators are concerned about 
error committed by students in writing skill of 
Punjabi language. Writing, a relatively recent 
innovation, has a great significance for a language 
whereby it plays crucial role in the preservation of 
language realities. writing is the most difficult skill of 
language proficiency as most of students tend to 
make errors in writing skill. In assisting the learners 
to successfully acquire writing skill, the analysis of 
errors and the understanding of their sources are 
essential. Investigators are interested in errors 
because they believed to contain valuable information 
on the strategies that people use to attain a language 
(Richards, 1974; Dulay and Burt, 1974; Taylor, 
1975).  Errors are important parts and aspects in the 
process of language learning. They may provide 

insights into the complicated processes of language 
development as well as a systematic way for 
identifying, describing and explaining errors 
committed by students. Scholars (Corder, 1967; 
James, 1998) remarked that errors committed by 
learners are very important as they are the indicators 
of how learners achieve the language.  
 
Corder (1967) stated that: Errors made by learners are 
beneficial to teachers, learners, as well as researchers. 
For teachers, errors are evidence of learners’ progress 
of the language learning. Teachers can refer to it in 
order to help improve learners’ writing skill. For 
learners, errors can be served as resources for their 
language learning. To help these learners, Corder 
(1967), James (1998), Nonkokhetkong (2013), Phuket 
and Othman (2015) indicated that the analysis of 
errors found in learners’ writing skill can be very 
helpful. Presada and Badea (2014), analyzed the 
causes of errors committed by students in their 
translation classes and stated that this method could 
assist them sort out the real problems. They described 
that error analysis could lessen the number of errors 
in work of students. After that, Zafar (2016) said that 
error analysis is an effective instrument to improve 
writing ability of her Business students after a two-
month remedial writing course.  There are several 
factors which influence the writing skill of students. 
Sunvani (2002) found that intelligence, socio-
economic status, domicile and type of school had a 
significant influence on achievement of the learners 
in English grammar. Gakhar and Bawa (2006) 
observed that students who belong to high socio 
economic status made fewer errors in English 
grammar and thus secure high on the achievement 
test. They also found that students with high 
intelligence performed better as compared to the 
students with lower intelligence. Kaur (2007) found 
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that in English medium schools of Patiala, the 
teaching of Punjabi language is neglected. Kumar 
(2007) found that rural students performed better in 
use of Punjabi language than urban students. yan 
(2009) studied that girls are better than boys in first 
and second language acquisition. Satariyan and 
Mohseni (2014) found that students have more 
difficulties in organisation, content, and vocabulary 
and experience and fewer difficulties in mechanics 
and syntax. Singh (2015) studied that boys made 
more errors in writing skill of Punjabi language than 
girls. Nuruzzaman et al. (2018) observed students 
made the common errors in writing English 
paragraphs fall under four categories which are 
grammar, lexis, semantics and mechanics. 
 
1.1 Significance of the Study  
The present study is very much important in its 
subject matter. It aims to provide the knowledge 
about the different errors committed by the learners in 
writing skill of Punjabi language and also highlights 
the causes and reasons behind those errors. Error 
analysis is essentially the linguistics analysis and it 
throws light on the various underlying processes and 
factors that are involved in the very complex 
phenomenon of language learning. It is the major 
field of applied linguistics and tries to resolve the 
problems and matters regarding to the language 
learning as well as teaching and it also provide 
practical solutions for the language related problems. 
This paper is also an attempt to offer different 
strategies and methods to the language practitioners 
and teachers to make their teaching effective. It also 
highlights the value of using the meaningful material 
for language teaching. It provides an opportunity of 
self-correcting to students by making them aware of 
their mistakes in writing skill of Punjabi language. 
The study also tries to investigate the reasons behind 
the poor performance of these students in language 
learning. Hence, the present study can be highly 
significant. The findings of present study will help 
both teachers and students in improvement of Punjabi 
Language as well as to attain a standard of producing 
pieces of writing skill of Punjabi language. 

 
1.2 OBJECTIVES OF STUDY  
 To classify the types of errors commonly 

committed by secondary school students in 
writing skill of Punjabi language. 

 To study the main effect of gender on errors 
committed by secondary school students in 
writing skill of Punjabi language. 

 To study the main effect of location on errors 
committed by secondary school students in 
writing skill of Punjabi language. 

 To study the interaction effect of gender with 
location on errors committed by secondary 
school students in writing skill of Punjabi 
language. 

 
II. MATERIALS & METHODS 
 
2.1 Research Design  
In the present study the descriptive survey method 
was used by investigators. This study was designed to 
see significance of mean difference of error 
committed by secondary school students in writing 
skill of Punjabi language in relation to gender across 
urban and rural location. For this analysis of variance 
(2x2) was carried out. 
2.2 Sample Of Study 
A total sample comprised of 200 secondary school 
students selected from Patiala district of Punjab with 
respect to gender and location. Stratified random 
sampling technique was used.  
2.3 Material Used 
Information sheet was designed to attain information 
on variable gender, location and class of students and 
a self-made diagnostic test in written Punjabi 
Language used to find out the different types of 
errors. 
2.4 Statistical Methods 
 Analysis of variance (ANOVA) was employed to 
find out the main effects and interaction effect of 
gender across location on writing skill of Punjabi 
language. 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

Table 1: Categories Where Errors are Committed 
Types of Errors committed Total error scores of 

students 
Percentage of scores  

 Boys Girls Boys Girls 
Content 932 798 20.01 19.82 
Knowledge 1420 1346 30.49 31.10 
Grammar 1546 1252 33.20 33.44 
Language Efficiency 418 350 8.94 8.69 
Concept Clarity 341 279 7.32 6.93 

 
Perusal of table 1 clearly shows that boys and girls 
differ significantly in making errors in the area of 
content, knowledge, grammar, language efficiency 

and concept clarity. However, the percentage of the 
girls (p=19.82 and 6.93) in committing errors in the 
area of content and concept clarity is less than that if 



International Journal of Management and Applied Science, ISSN: 2394-7926                                                 Volume-4, Issue-10, Oct.-2018 
http://iraj.in 

An Error Analysis of Writing Skill of Punjabi Language of 10th Grade Students 
 

63 

boys (p= 20.01 and 7.32) but the reverse is true in the 
area of knowledge and grammar. 
Errors scores of secondary school students in 
relation to Gender across Location 
The mean error scores and SDs among secondary 
school students in gender x urban and rural design are 

given in Table 2.It is clear from table 2 that urban and 
rural male secondary school students are better 
(55.11) in writing skill as compared to female (54.43) 
counterparts. 

 
Table 2: Mean and SDs of error scores among secondary school students in Location and Gender 

Urban Rural Total 
 N Mean SD N Mean SD N Mean SD 
Boys 50 43.52 17.66 50 66.07 22.40 100 55.11 23.38 
Girls 50 55.18 14.26 50 53.68 15.51 100 54.43 14.99 
Total 100 49.35 17.16 100 60.19 20.43 200 20.43 19.60 

 
To find out significance of mean difference of error scores in relation to gender across urban and rural, the 
analysis of variance (2x2) was carried out and summarized in table 3. 
 

Table 3: Summary of ANOVA (2x2): Errors scores of secondary school students - Gender across Location 
Source of Variation Df Sum of 

Squares 
Mean Squares 
Variation 

F-ratio 

 Gender 1 3201.67 3201.67 24.52** 
 Location 1 6283.21 6283.21 16.34** 

AxB. Gender x Location 1 4930.66 4930.66 30.06** 
Within Conditions 196 62477.46 318.76  
Total 200    

 **p< .01 
The table 3 shows that F-value for the main effect of 
gender (A), came out to be 24.52 which is significant 
at 0.01 level. This indicates that. Table 3 also shows 
that F-value for the main effect of location came out 
to be 16.34 which is significant at 0.01 level. This 
indicates that difference in mean score of errors of 
rural and urban secondary school students is 
significant, showing significant effect of location of 
secondary school students of writing skill of Punjabi 
language. It indicates that urban students (49.35) 
made more errors in writing skill of Punjabi language 
as compared to rural students (60.19). It may also be 
observed from table 3 that the F-value for the 
interaction came out to be 30.06 which is significant 
at .01 level, thereby indicating that gender and 
location are dependent on each other to explain the 
error scores among secondary school students in 
writing skill of Punjabi language.  
 
3.1. Discussion of results 
The results of present study revealed significant 
effect of gender on errors made by secondary school 
students in writing skill of Punjabi language. Results 
also revealed that boys scored better than girls. The 
results of present study go in line with Singh (2015) 
who found significant gender difference in writing 
skill of Punjabi language but in favour of female 
counterparts whereas woods (2016) found no effect 
of gender on writing skill. Results of present study 
revealed significant effect of location on errors 
committed by secondary school students in favour of 
rural students. These results are in line with the 
findings of Kumar (2007) who found that rural 
students performed better in use of Punjabi language 

than urban students. Whereas Gakhar and Bawa 
(2006) examined students of urban areas made fewer 
errors in English grammar. The findings of study also 
revealed significant interaction effect of gender 
across location on errors of writing skill of Punjabi 
language.   
 
CONCLUSION 
 
On the basis of analysis and interpretation of data, 
following conclusions were drawn: 
 Significant main effect of gender was found on 

writing skill of Punjabi language. It revealed that 
boys are better in writing skill of Punjabi language 
as compared to girls. 

  Significant main effect of location was found on 
writing skill of Punjabi language. Rural students 
scored better than urban students. 

 There was significant interaction effect of gender 
across rural and urban location on writing skill of 
Punjabi language.  

Educational implications of study 
Any educational research is worthwhile if the results 
produce fruitful implications. In the present study 
errors made by 10th grade students in writing skill of 
Punjabi were analyzed. The findings of study will be 
useful for teachers as well as for society. Because  
success of teaching and learning of writing skill does 
not only depend on the proper identification of the 
sources and aspects of errors but also on the adoption 
of the appropriate remedial teaching style and 
effective methods.  
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