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Abstract - The human nature has always preferred to organize itself in groups and communities, in which people share the 
kind of values, cultures, and even their own overall social identity. The beauty of this traditional trend is that it helps to 
shape people socially, economically, politically, and religiously.  However, in the 21st century, the proliferation of the 
internet technology has brought with it a new paradigm shift that has made the world flatter which translates to lesser and 
lesser physical and communication barriers among people from different geographical dispersions all over the world and an 
increase in a higher demand for global collaboration and engagement. This new trend has given forth to global citizens who 
are observed to have a craving sense of belonging to that world than their little small boxes in the geographical locations. 
 
 
I. INTRODUCTION  
 
This study focuses on the importance of global 
citizenship education by exploring five broad themes 
on the issue of globalization and pursuit of global 
citizenship education.  The study literature will also 
describe the idea of global citizenship by seeking an 
understanding of global citizenship using the findings 
from several research studies on global citizenship 
education and its progress in different geographical 
locations of the world.  
 
II. GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION  
 
A. History of Global Citizenship Education 
Throughout human history, we have always 
organized ourselves into groups and communities that 
share similar values, ideas, culture, and an overall 
identity. This in turn helped and still helps shape our 
needs economically, politically, religiously and 
socially. But in the 21stcentury, as the world becomes 
flatter, meaning having less physical and 
communication barriers, there has been a rise in a 
higher demand for global engagement, thus resulting 
in global citizens who desire to be recognized as 
citizens of the world rather than a small, local one. 
This human motivation for a new unique identity has 
helped a great in the efforts of promoting and 
advocating for global challenges which include fight 
against terrorism, pursuit of   human rights, and 
gender equity, promotion of the rule of law, 
sustainable worldwide economic growth and 
environmental protection among others (Gasper & 
George, 2018). A global citizen is aware that we live 
in an interconnected world where many of our actions 
and choices affect those locally, nationally and many 
times even internationally.  This type of citizen is also 
aware that they need to respect themselves as well as 
others, regardless of where they live. A global citizen  
experiences several benefits among them is how the  
world works, global community participation towards 
the large cause of combating extreme levels of 
poverty, environmental protection and willing to act 
to save the nature. (Kesselman et al., 2018). The 

younger the generation, the more opportunities they 
have to be still flexible, creative and proactive. With 
a global citizenship education, the people of the 
world develop capacity and capability to help 
effectively address the social challenges through 
sound decision making, critical thinking, and sharing 
of ideas, thoughts, insights and perceptions with 
citizens from all over the world. This kind of 
awareness not only helps them personally and 
educationally but eventually professionally as well. 
Thus, global education in the classroom is paramount 
 
B. Learning Methods and Teaching Methods 
In the classroom, students can start to face issues of 
global independence through an economics course, 
diversity of identities and cultures in a history course, 
sustainable development in an environmental science 
course and more. Classes that allow for varied 
learning methods such as debate and role-playing are 
becoming an increasing necessity for your primary 
school curriculum. These educational resources found 
in the curriculum which provides for open-minded 
students to get more in-depth knowledge of a subject 
matter as well as enabling students to explore more 
about themselves and the world around them  which 
helps to equip them with knowledge, competences 
and skills  of problem solving from a universal 
perspective (Kesselman et al., 2018). Learners with 
global citizenship identity become equipped with 
competences that would enable them to realize the 
best education outcomes, build self-confidence, and 
become reliable and responsible citizens of the world. 
All in all, this will allow students find great benefits 
while exploring the diverse values and opinions from 
different people all over the world. They will increase 
their listening and respect skills to others and their 
views and be able to make informed choices that not 
only affect them but others as well (Kesselman et al., 
2018). 
 
III. DISCUSSION: CITIZENSHIP 
 
This thesis examines the importance of global 
citizenship education which is one of the global 
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programs that help to nurture respect for all, building 
a sense of belonging to the one common humanity 
and helping people from different geographical 
dispersion across the world become responsible and 
active global citizens. 
 
A. Citizenship 
The term “a citizen” is used to refer to an identity 
given to a person as a member of a nation, society or 
country that is separated by geographical boundaries 
and is also applicable in a variety of contexts, 
including politics, religion, race, ethnicity and many 
other defined distinguishing characteristics. In this 
context, the term will be used to refer to a member of 
the world. Generally, there is no precise definition of 
the term and the answers to the great question about 
citizenship are as old as the world.  
 
According to Wiseman, (2018), the concept of 
citizenship is enriched with a number of attributes 
which include rights, due process, and personal 
responsibility of striving to pursue the best out of life. 
The institution of citizenship has generated a lot of 
public debate on how to differentiate the real 
connection between a state and a citizen belonging to 
the same.  
 
Wiseman, (2018) argues that the term of identifying a 
person in any ecosystem is based how people 
themselves recognize the themes of community 
belonging, physical and language boundaries, and 
personal obligation to pursue a sense of belonging 
while the role of the state as an institution is to guard 
its members from foreign aggression, protect the 
fundamental rights of its citizens, and enforce laws in 
good faith to enhance the wellbeing of all the citizens.  
There is a broader definition of the term citizen which 
has over the years continued to evolve to integrate 
several aspects of human existence, well-being, 
rights, health and welfare.  Most of the definitions of 
the term citizens tend to ignore the existence of 
women and children in its texts, which is an issue that 
has raised a lot public debate in the recent times with 
many arguing that it belittles the female gender and 
fails to recognize the younger generation and its 
contribution to the economic, political, social and 
environment welfare of the country in which they live 
in (Kesselman et al., 2018).   
 
The modern progress in efforts towards enhancing 
global citizenship have placed a lot of emphasis on 
the need to include persons who are racially 
marginalized from the definition of a citizen of a state 
in addition to the non-property owners who are 
ignored because the little amount of value they have 
on the state (Kesselman et al., 2018).   
 
The new development also demand that the groups 
which have over the many years been ignored from 
the definition of the term citizen be legally 

recognized especially in democratic states, however, 
many countries have continued to be very particular 
on who they call a citizen, a case example is the high 
profile deportation of a Kenyan born lawyer, from his 
country of birth to Canada where he went to study 
Law and practiced it there for many years (Boni & 
Calabuig, 2017). 
 
The concept of global citizenship also transcends 
geography, sovereignty and citizenship with the basic 
ideals of national states widened to include 
international ideals that have not happened overnight 
but an ever ongoing process that has been classified 
as part of human development. the last two decades 
have realized  a enormous amount of unprecedented 
international relations among the many states and 
nations of the world and with the advert, proliferation 
and use of internet and communication technologies, 
in addition to widespread international advertises, the 
awakening of the negative effects of the ongoing 
climate change, the many sessions of  international 
economic monetary crises and the ongoing shifts in 
the geopolitical relations have a significant 
contribution on the definition of the world “citizen”. 
 
Across the world, people from diverse geographical 
locations have found themselves caught up in the 
splits and brought up to understand that it is the moral 
duty and obligation to actively involve themselves in 
issues of major global concern in order to deal with 
the obvious issues that threaten the survival, health, 
wellness and progress of the human kingdom (Boni & 
Calabuig, 2017). 
 
The modern transition in the definition of the world 
citizenship underlines the pursuit of equality and 
recognition of the power of shared responsibility  
regardless of our social, cultural, political , economic 
and religious backgrounds and inclination to 
guarantee the well-being of the past, present and the 
future human generation and the other habitats of the 
world as well. the pursuit of global citizenship is also 
out of the realization that the current economic 
disparities across the many nations of the world was a 
partly a creation of the rich nations and raises debate 
on the perception that the development of poor 
countries has significantly been slowed down by the 
position occupied the rich states in the global 
economics (Tarrant et al., 2014).   
 
There is a lot of evidence pointing to the fact that 
many rich nations across the world contribute to the 
high poverty levels that endures in other developing 
countries, and the concept of global citizenship is 
motivated by the desire to continuously pursue 
change in policies that stand in the way of 
development in the poor states. Globalization 
programs and initiatives have significantly 
contributed to; stabilization of mutuality dependency 
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among the nations of the world to guarantee a 
balanced global sustainability (Tarrant et al., 2014). 
 
B. Liberal Citizenship Theory 
According to liberal citizenship theory, individual 
rights are always and will always remain universal 
and it is to single out persons who are primarily 
driven by self-interest. The theory identifies the role 
of the political community in striving to create an 
environment that protects citizen’s individual rights 
and must empower them to gain even more 
responsible and greater freedoms. The proponents of 
the liberal citizenship argue that the only the only 
obligation citizens have over the state is to respect the 
rule of law and pay their taxes (Gasper & George, 
2018). 
 
Liberal theorists explain that people who identify 
themselves as citizens of any state should understand 
their legal rights and obligations and be willing to 
exploit their rights in order to fully meet the 
obligations to the state. According to the liberal 
citizenship theory, the citizens have an option to 
freely choose whether to actively participate in the 
society or not with is basically a formal 
dimensionship of the concept of citizenship. The 
critics of this type of citizenship dimension argue that 
the views do not consider the moral dimension of 
obligation of a citizenship (Gasper & George, 2018). 
 
C. Republican Citizenship Theory 
The concept of the republican citizenship revolves 
around the need to protect the welfare of a society or 
a community of people who share the same value, 
culture, and political thinking. The guiding principles 
of the republican theory is that there is a strong 
attachment to openness, and democratic governance 
whereby politics is considered as an activity that is 
rooted in public spaces and the members of the 
community should be able to form a functioning, 
accountable and inclusive government where the 
public is given an opportunity to take part in public 
debate and show commitment to the community. 
 
D. Neo Republican Citizenship Education 
The neo republican citizenship theory is a concept 
that was created by one of the modern philosophers 
called Herman van Gunsteren  who argued that the 
past theoretical citizenship perceptions were not 
consistent with the today’s diverse societies which 
are anchored in several defined characteristics 
including religion, politics, culture, economics and 
environmental dimensions . (Kesselman et al., 2018). 
A global citizen is aware that we live in an 
interconnected world where many of our actions and 
choices affect those locally, nationally and many 
times even internationally.  This type of citizen is also 
aware that they need to respect themselves as well as 
others, regardless of where they live. A global citizen  
experiences several benefits among them is how the 

world works, global community participation towards 
the large cause of combating extreme levels of 
poverty, environmental protection and willing to act 
to save the nature. (Kesselman et al., 2018). 
 
The younger the generation, the more opportunities 
they have to be still flexible, creative and proactive. 
With a global citizenship education, the people of the 
world develop capacity and capability to help 
effectively address the social challenges through 
sound decision making, critical thinking, and sharing 
of ideas, thoughts, insights and perceptions with 
citizens from all over the world. This kind of 
awareness not only helps them personally and 
educationally but eventually professionally as well. 
Thus, global education in the classroom is paramount. 
In the modern societies, a person’s identity is no 
longer shaped on the basis of the membership of the 
traditional communities but also on other varied 
characteristics that are constantly changing to 
conform to global recognition. 
 
IV. PAST RESEARCH STUDIES ON GLOBLA 
CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 
 
The findings from several research studies show that 
states have policies, laws, and pieces of legislations 
and practices that give them a lee way to treat people 
who live in its boarders differently depending on the 
race, origin, political inclinations, religious views and 
their behaviors (Kesselman et al., 2018).   
 
The persons who seem to be politically correct and 
are rarely at cross roads with the sitting government 
are generally recognized as more citizens than the 
aggressive and human rights activists and government 
critics, or opposition leaders who are perceived as 
lesser patriots even when raise concerns on rising 
cases of corruption, abuse of power, and impunity 
from the ruling class. These types of citizens are 
given lesser rights as citizens and sometimes are even 
threatened with jail terms, executions, and religious 
persecution (Gasper & George, 2018).   
 
Generally, states have the power to limits their own 
perception of who a true citizen is while they are 
reluctant to grant some of the people living or born 
within its borders active rights of existence as a 
member of the state. This widespread practice is one 
of the main motivations for many human rights 
activists from all over the world to push for the global 
citizen agenda, which will give the people of the 
world an equal recognition and value on issues of 
global magnitude (Gasper & George, 2018).   
 
The views of many philosophers on the issue of 
global citizenship education argue states to strive to 
be objective in their recognition of persons a citizen 
by examining and evaluating their contribution to the 
well-being of the nation in the areas of economy, 
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social stability and welfare, environmental protection, 
political inclusion, and justice for all.  The findings 
several research studies on while some countries turn 
into failed states relates to issues such as lack of 
adequate human rights space, in which the prevailing 
economic establishments make it difficult for people 
within its borders to own or acquire property of their 
own or place limitations on the amount of resources 
an individual may have (Gasper & George, 2018).   
 
A. Controversies on the Issue of Global 
Citizenship Education  
One controversial issue that practiced in many states 
across the world is putting limitations on the voting 
rights on some of the persons living within the 
borders of a country.  In the third and developing 
countries, many people have continued to be denied 
the rights to vote because most of the regimes are too 
protective of the ruling elite and are afraid that if they 
allow all citizens to vote will lose power. In this 
regard, the leaders of such states engage in massive 
conspiracies and propaganda to scare away potential 
voters or even sabotage the voting patterns in order to 
realize their goals (Gasper & George, 2018).  
According to Tarrant et al., 2014), it is important to 
note that actively engaged individuals do more than 
merely vote and pay taxes the often cited, although 
narrowly defined, duties of citizenship. Voting and 
paying taxes are often viewed by political 
philosophers as short forms of participation because 
they are sporadic and do not involve a regular 
investment of time. Voting, in particular, is seen as a 
limited form of engagement (Boni & Calabuig, 
2017). There is a lot of evidence pointing to the fact 
that many rich nations across the world contribute to 
the high poverty levels that endures in other 
developing countries, and the concept of global 
citizenship is motivated by the desire to continuously 
pursue change in policies that stand in the way of 
development in the poor states. Globalization 
programs and initiatives have significantly 
contributed to; stabilization of mutuality dependency 
among the nations of the world to guarantee a 
balanced global sustainability. The author strongly 
asserts that a person is not a citizen if voting is the 
only function he/she undertakes: People who argue 
for their positions in a town meeting are acting like 
citizens. People who merely drop scraps of paper in a 
box or pull a lever are not acting like citizens; they 
are acting like consumers picking between 
prepackaged items.   
B. Global Citizenship Education 
The agenda of pursing global citizenship is a 
worldwide initiative, that dates back to several 
decades ago  where learners in public and private 
universities across the globe decided to come together 
in order to find more lasting and sustainable means of 
addressing the pertinent global issues of in all aspects 
of human and national existence. The main 
motivation of these young learners where to active 

the notion of global consciousness and awaken the 
need to come together and find practical means of 
addressing global challenges in the areas of politics, 
education, social welfare, environment consciousness 
and protection,  and economic progress among others 
(Boni & Calabuig, 2017).   
 
Global citizenship education has been structured, 
designed, developed and implemented through high 
quality programs that have the  capability and 
capacity of instilling global competences, skills and 
knowledge in the younger generation to work 
holistically together towards changing the world to be 
a better place for all, and not just a few (Boni & 
Calabuig, 2017).   
 
C. The Role of Governments and NGO’s 
Governments and NGOs form different geographical 
regions across the world have continued to respond in 
support of pursuit of global citizenship education for 
people across the world beginning from their regional 
blocks, continents and the world as a whole. One of 
the areas that realized significant progress in the 
global citizen education is the expansion, and 
development of information communication 
technologies which have had a significant impact on 
the goal of providing universal access to education 
for all children from all the regions of the world 
(Fricke et al., 2015).   
 
The level of this goal has even gone a step higher to 
include the need to provide high quality level of basic 
education through maximization of education 
attributes of equity, prudent management of 
education resources and provision of teaching and 
learning design, development and implementation of 
the procedures, processes and practices. The other 
aspect of global citizenship education is that it 
integrates different aspects of dealing with the issues 
of global magnitude and the programs used have 
unique competences that are used to realize the goals 
(Fricke et al., 2015). The new development also 
demand that the groups which have over the many 
years been ignored from the definition of the term 
citizen be legally recognized especially in democratic 
states, however, many countries have continued to be 
very particular on who they call a citizen. (Fricke et 
al., 2015).   
The findings from several research studies show that 
states have policies, laws, and pieces of legislations 
and practices that give them a lee way to treat people 
who live in its boarders differently depending on the 
race, origin, political inclinations, religious views and 
their behaviors (Fricke et al., 2015).   
 
The persons who seem to be politically correct and 
are rarely at cross roads with the sitting government 
are generally recognized as more citizens than the 
aggressive and human rights activists and government 
critics, or opposition leaders who are perceived as 
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lesser patriots even when raise concerns on rising 
cases of corruption, abuse of power, and impunity 
from the ruling class. These types of citizens are 
given lesser rights as citizens and sometimes are even 
threatened with jail terms, executions, and religious 
persecution (Engel et al., 2016).   
 
Generally, states have the power to limits their own 
perception of who a true citizen is while they are 
reluctant to grant some of the people living or born 
within its borders active rights of existence as a 
member of the state (Engel et al., 2016).  This 
widespread practice is one of the main motivations 
for many human rights activists from all over the 
world to push for the global citizen agenda, which 
will give the people of the world an equal recognition 
and value on issues of global magnitude. 
 
D. Philosophical Perspectives  
The views of many philosophers on the issue of 
global citizenship education argue states to strive to 
be objective in their recognition of persons a citizen 
by examining and evaluating their contribution to the 
well-being of the nation in the areas of economy, 
social stability and welfare, environmental protection, 
political inclusion, and justice for all  (Engel et al., 
2016). The findings several research studies on while 
some countries turn into failed states relates to issues 
such as lack of adequate human rights space, in which 
the prevailing economic establishments make it 
difficult for people within its borders to own or 
acquire property of their own or place limitations on 
the amount of resources an individual may have 
(Boni & Calabuig, 2017). 
 
One of the competences include helping people from 
different geographical regions of the world appreciate 
their unique and acquire new and multiple citizenship 
identities and the need to raise the profile of one 
collective identity that rises against the cultural , 
traditional, religious and ethnic differences. The 
common identity goal is an important step that would 
help people from different parts of the world to 
appreciate diversity of their counterparts in other 
parts of the world and learn from their strengths, take 
advantage of their opportunities and minimize on the 
impact of the threats while helping them to improve 
in the weaker areas in order to strike a balance among 
the different cultural, political and economic practices 
that have for many years been at cross roads (Boni & 
Calabuig, 2017). 
The other competence of great significant in the 
global education programs is teaching and learning of 
a comprehensive knowledge and awareness of the 
universal values that must be embraced by all nations 
across the world which include promotion, 
safeguarding and pursuance of justice, equality, 
respect and dignity of life for all the citizens of the 
world, regardless of their social, cultural religious and 
economic positions or affiliations. This goal has the 

capacity and capability of making people of the world 
to feel part of common human race, which is further 
enriched by the creativity, innovation and critical 
thinking aspects of diversity in race, enmity, religion, 
and culture among other defined characteristics (Boni 
& Calabuig, 2017). Global citizenship education 
helps citizens across the different nations of the world 
to learn, acquire and perfect cognitive competences 
and skills that gives them the capacity and capability 
to think critically, systematically, and creatively, 
which are attributes that empowers them and grants 
them a competitive advantage in the modern world 
that is driven by fast changing technologies and 
innovation trends (Kesselman et al., 2018). 
 
In is important to note that global citizenship comes 
with the advantage of helping to instill non cognitive 
competences and skills among the citizens attending 
the programs which are directly related to skills of 
empathy, higher aptitude for social networking, 
enhanced communication and collaboration skills 
with people form diverse social, cultural, religious, 
and economic backgrounds from all the regions of the 
world (Kesselman et al., 2018). This means that the 
beneficiaries of these programs will then have the 
capacities to act in a responsible and collective 
manner in all the efforts, engagements and 
interactions whose goal is to seek long lasting 
solution to global challenges such as agriculture and 
food security, international security, global health, 
and population, just to mention few of them.  
 
According to the findings of several research studies 
that were conducted on the programs applied on 
global citizenship education, many of the 
stakeholders in the initiative would agree that to 
maximize on the capability for people from all works 
of live to realize the value and importance of global 
citizenship, there is a need for continuous education 
and nurturing of the generations that come and gap in 
order to continue narrowing the cultural, social, 
economic and political gaps that separate the citizens 
of the world to seek refuge in their social isolations, 
races, cultures, ethnicity and languages (Law, 2016). 
 
E. The Role of Civic Society in Promoting Global 
Citizenship Education 
The role of civic society in promoting global 
citizenship education begins at the United Nations, 
which is a global institution that was founded on a 
framework of seeking at long term solutions of 
promoting peace and prosperity for all the nations and 
citizens of the world. The UN global citizenship 
charter has its headquarters in New York, United 
States which is the founding institution that oversees 
the works of all non-governmental organizations in 
all nations across the world (Law, 2016). The Non-
governmental organizations, with the mandate of the 
United Nations and the country of resident are given 
the duty and responsibility of collaborating and 
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sharing of information on better ways of promoting 
peace, economic wellbeing, health, and safety of all 
the citizens across the world 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
This research study focused on the importance of 
global citizenship education that sought to answer 
questions on why human nature has always preferred 
to organize itself in groups and communities, in 
which people share the kind of values, cultures, and 
even their own overall social identity. The beauty of 
this traditional trend is that it helps to shape people 
socially, economically, politically, and religiously.  
The 21st century, the proliferation of the internet 
technology has brought with it a new paradigm shift 
that has made the world flatter which translates to 
lesser and lesser physical and communication barriers 
among people from different geographical 
dispersions all over the world and an increase in a 
higher demand for global collaboration and 
engagement. This new trend has given forth to global 
citizens who are observed to have a craving sense of 

belonging to that world than their little small boxes in 
the geographical locations. 
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