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Abstract - The most resolute way that can be used in terms of access to success analysis of a topic like the Turkish foreign 
policy, which is very intense in terms of history and also can be regarded as extremely fragile and variable from a political 
point of view, is to take the history of Turkish foreign policy apart from the leader or event-crisis themed periods. From this 
themed periods, abstracting the Turkish foreign policy targets to motto level and then comparing these mottos to the cases 
that recorded in the related periods as outputs is the working principle of this success analysis. During this anlysis we can 
also see the foreign policy attitude, named as “Turkish Thesis”, against the events/crises. The comparative match between 
the foreign policy targets and resultsis not only the important objective, such as revealing the success analysis, but also 
revealing the period-based impact capacity of Turkey in the regional and global scale.  
The objectives to which the analysis focuses are highlighted as "The Lausanne Balance", "The Effective Neutrality", "The 
Unilateral Stamina", "The Model Country", "The Regional Power" with mottled states. It is necessary to address the 
European Union membership process and the Cyprus Problem, which are the longest-running crises of Turkish foreign 
policy history, outside of these motives-in their own context. Atatutk’s foreign policy attitude that can be abstracted to a 
motto level as “The Lausanne Balance" and “The Effective Neutrality”, which was the basic foreign policy concepts During 
the Second World War, are reflecting the perfect congruity of the target-result match. We can name “The Unilateral 
Stamina” that implemented in the large part of the Cold War as “the most passive period in Turkish foreign policy”. The 
goal of becoming a "model country" in the post-Cold War period seems to be the most distant target. The period in which 
AK Party governments dominate foreign policy and the period that matches with the motto of "Regional Power" is the most 
severe process of Turkish foreign policy history because of the mostly regional scaled crises.  
 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 
The discourses to be developed upon the analysis of 
success of a political actor, event or periodic section 
are faced with intense subjectivity pressure from the 
very beginning. Because, in the context of such a 
discourse, there are many controversial elements in 
the effort to occupy the focus of the research, from 
the researcher's political acceptance/ethics to the 
expression/evaluation of the political actor 
himself/herself. Another pollutant that can often be 
encountered in political success analysis is the 
capacity insufficiency of the research. The exclusion 
of a political record, which can be counted from the 
bottom of the pollution according to this pollution, 
excludes the butterfly effect which this record could 
cause. Such an exclusion would cause a grave error 
such that the analysis result deviates in a certain 
direction and thus makes quite incorrect deductions. 
The main problem in the scope of the study is the 
problem of subjectivity and capacity, so overcoming 
them will also make the study successful. In this 
framework, in order to overcome the pressure of 
subjectivity, only foreign policy objectives and how 
these goals are in practice correspond to each other 
will be examined; so success analysis will be free 
from the rhetoric that both the researcher's political 
acceptance and the political actor have developed to 
defend their own policies. The capacity inability to 
respond to the capacity intensity of the political 
annihilation will be tried to be overcome in the open 
contribution of two basic assumptions connected with 
each other. The first assumption in this framework is 

that there is no impact on the match between the 
international political environment and the foreign 
policy objectives of the developments and the 
consequences of these objectives. In fact, this 
hypothesis is based on an inner rule of foreign policy 
rather than an analytical facilitation. This rule is the 
simplest; is based on the principle that foreign policy 
decision makers should observe the international 
conjuncture as an equation constant in the process of 
foreign policy making. By matureing this rule as a 
basic assumption for the analysis of success, contrary 
to many foreign policy studies, the shrinking 
approaches developed through international 
conjuncture against foreign policy success or failure 
will be excluded. The second hypothesis to be based 
on the analysis of success is that foreign policy 
decision-makers do not have any influence on target-
result matching of domestic policy issues such as 
character characteristics, ideologies or public opinion. 
Indeed, the ignorance of the relationship between 
internal politics and foreign policy; practice of 
different political values and assumptions; it may 
come to mean that it will create an impact on the 
analysis of success as history is torn off from its own 
context. 
 
The method thus determined is that the targets for 
Turkish foreign policy are periodically reduced to 
mottos and compared with their foreign policy 
outputs. "Lausanne Balance", "Effective Neutrality", 
"Unilateral Stamina", "Model Country" and 
"Regional Power" have been designated as the final 
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stops of the success analysis by matching the periodic 
sections.  
 
II. FOUNDATION PERIOD FOREIGN 
POLICY’S MOTTO: "LAUSANNE BALANCE" 
 
The period of 1923-1938 which was stereotyped as 
Atatürk period in the literature corresponds to a kind 
of establishment phase in which the basic identity is 
determined within the framework of foreign policy as 
well as in the context of the internal organization of 
the state. At this stage, the elements that characterize 
foreign policy are westernization, status quoism and 
secularism(Akutay, 2015: 80-93). Behind these three 
character elements that reveal the identity of the new 
state is the influence of two critical motivators: 
Western-style modernization and conservation of soil 
integrity. These two equation constants, which are 
based on the new foreign policy identity, can give an 
impression that the foreign policy of the new state is 
determined by the Ottoman inherited reflexes. Such a 
deduction is based on a justifiable right at first sight. 
However, the profound differences at the core and 
content level cause this inference to conceive with 
great misconception. Because from the very 
beginning; there is a fundamental distinction at the 
level of state form. While Ottoman Empire remains 
bound to tradition in some ways, Turkey literally 
wrapped in a Western identity, both formally 
spiritually(Sander, 1982: 107).The second and more 
profound point of separation between the Ottoman 
Empire and the Republic of Turkey is related to the 
objectives of the conception of territorial integrity. 
According to this, the Ottoman Empire aimed to 
protect the existing borders on the one hand while 
taking back the previously lost lands by following a 
balance policy between the important forces of the 
period such as England, France and Russia to a 
dangerous gambler until the late 19th 
century(Ahmad, 2004: 9-13). The conception of the 
new state's goal of territorial integrity will find its 
counterpart in the Lausanne Balance through a 
primitive and less dangerous method, contrary to the 
pragmatic orientation in the balance politics. 
When the balance of politics followed by the 
Ottomans ended in occupation in practice, the 
Lausanne Treaty signed after the national 
independence struggle against these occupations, and 
the status quo for the recognition of the existence and 
the boundaries of the new state were established. In 
the context of the status quo, it is possible to conceive 
the Treaty of Lausanne as the foundation and 
acceptance of the new state. From this stage onwards, 
all components associated with the identity of foreign 
policy have been coded to have an essential mission, 
such as the maintenance of the validity of the Treaty 
of Lausanne. The Lausanne Balance is a foreign 
policy target of covering the whole of this mission 
and has a depth corresponding to a semantic struggle 

for survival in this state, the Republic of Turkey(Ateş, 
2014: 45). 
Balance under the Lausanne political position of 
Turkey in the international arena has been determined 
in such a way will be among the western states. The 
security of the land is based on Ataturk's international 
peace and the status quo based on it, rather than 
taking refuge in the struggles of power and interests 
between the great powers as identified with the words 
"peace in the country, peace in the world." In this 
sense, the international status quo for Turkey, which 
is the guarantee of the status quo created by the 
Treaty of Lausanne(Aras, 2008: 73-76). In other 
words, Turkey assign each development has been 
singled out as threat to international peace and 
security threat to itself. 
 
It is possible to talk about four foreign policy agendas 
to be used as a benchmark for the success analysis of 
a foreign policy target, both as to its own potential 
and to its real policy, as Lausanne Balance. Firstly; 
Turkey's admission to membership by the League of 
Nations Assembly on 18 July 1932 to ensure that 
protected the status quo and also to take a position as 
a state with a Western identity (taking part in an 
international organization, the western-centered) is 
the most concrete and most striking example(Aras, 
2008: 107). In this context, it is clear that Turkey, 
along with membership in the League of Nations has 
gained a foothold extremely critical for Lausanne 
Balance targets. Secondly; Turkey, bilateral relations 
smoothly with the early states of the Balkan policy 
will be a kind of protection of Lausanne balance and 
even on possible cooperation had developed. But 
threats to Turkey came from the Balkans. By the 
1930s the Balkans remained the target of Hitler's 
irredentist and revisionist policies on the one hand 
and Mussollini on the other. In order to overcome 
these threats by Turkey’s and Greece’s initiatives, 
Balkan Act was established in February 9th, 
1934.The third foreign policy enrollment has also 
developed on regional security and stability. Turkey, 
Iran, Iraq and Afghanistan, was founded Saadabad 
Pact on July 8, 1937 so possible border disputes will 
be brought under the status quo assurance on the 
front.The fourth and final foreign policy that offers 
the possibility of recording stability tests Lausanne is 
Montreaux Straits Agreement dated July 20, 1936. 
According to the provisions of the Treaty of 
Lausanne, the status of the Straits region was 
removed from Turkish troops and the conditions were 
transferred to an international commission. Taking 
steps to overcome the situation of the Straits, which 
contradicts national interests of Turkey, has not 
succeeded. The revisionist wave rising over Germany 
and Italy in the 1930s allowed the status quo states, 
particularly the UK, to move towards a change in 
attitudes towards critical regions such as the Straits. 
But in the world politics, the efforts of the revisionist 
states to act have brought the signing of the Montreux 
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Straits Convention. Thus straits issue has resulted in 
Turkey's favor. 
The Lozan Balance, which is the ultimate foreign 
policy target for the foundation period, is a perfect 
match for foreign policy success analysis when 
compared to four important foreign policy 
commitments in the period. This pairing has had such 
a profound impact on foreign policy decision-makers 
that an alternative foreign policy will not be discussed 
even for a very long time. 
 
III. TURKEY IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR: 
"ACTİVE NEUTRALİTY" 
 
The process leading to the Second World War and 
during the war with the Lausanne Balance of 
Turkey's main foreign policy targets and strategies 
identified in full compliance can say that. On the 
other hand, because of the determinants of 
international conditions are war conditions, it is 
necessary to update foreign policy to a more rhythmic 
and specific form. In this context, "active neutrality", 
Lausanne will follow Turkey's compliance during the 
war, the balance is defined as general foreign policy 
concept. 
According to the motto “Active Neutrality” 
Turkeyhas preferred to remain neutral in the Second 
World War; but in the event of an attack that would 
lead to its own territorial integrity despite this 
preference, the attack would be included in the war 
against the attacker(Deringil, 2009). Thus, Turkey 
has maintained its position by committing not to enter 
the war. This political assurance can be viewed as an 
unfavorable attitude towards the status quo attitude of 
the Lausanne balance when the revisionist forces are 
considering the block they formed during the war. 
However, it should be noted from the beginning that 
such a deduction would be extremely erroneous. 
Because Turkey, the war has become inevitable in 
October 1939 by signing the Tripartite Alliance 
Agreement with Britain and France on behalf of the 
security of the Mediterranean basin and the Balkans 
has committed to attend all military measures(Hale, 
2013: 56). However, the fall of France at the 
beginning of the war and the rapid progress of the 
revisionist forces in the Balkans have prevented this 
commitment from being fulfilled. 
The scope of practice of foreign policy will be data 
analysis for the success of Turkey's period, despite all 
the pressures and threats have actually managed to 
stay out of the war; on this page, both the protection 
of the destruction of war and the realization of the 
target of ensuring the integrity of the soil. On the 
other hand, the modernization of the army's 
deficiencies through weapons taken from Britain 
during the war period and the sale of chromium to 
Germany until 1943(Deringil, 2009: 161-163) were 
recorded as ripening developments. Thus, Turkey, 
during the war will be conducted at the highest level 
to satisfy the national interests. However, all of them 

more valuable in Turkey in February 1945, albeit in a 
symbolic format will be achieved by declaring war on 
Germany and Japan. Thus, Turkey has taken its place 
in providing new status quo will be established after 
the war. In other words, Turkey maintained Lausanne 
Balance, which he adopted during foundation 
period(Akutay, 2015: 81).  
 
IV. FOREIGN POLICY PASSIVITY IN THE 
COLD WAR: "UNILATERALSTAMİNATION" 
 
At the end of the Second World War Turkey who 
declared war against the revisionist power and which 
has received political moves being a founding 
member of the United Nations the provisions of title 
and thus gained a significant satisfy point for foreign 
policy targets such as westernization and the status 
quo. Turkey, in terms of foreign policy as a 
fundamental existential link to this international 
position and continuity on the more robust internal 
organization in order to deliver a form that has 
developed a number of complementary policies; 
inspired by the image of the "victory of democracies" 
in the final stage of the Second World War, the work-
as a countervailing democracy- has decided to move 
to multiparty politics. These developments, which 
were recorded immediately after the Second World 
War, seem to be in a clear consensus with the foreign 
policy identities and targets set in the foundation 
period, but the later phases of the cold war will be in 
a challenging course in terms of foreign policy 
identity and targets. 
USSR cold start to put pressure right at the beginning 
in terms of changing the status of the straitsand to 
demand land from the Eastern Black Sea region, has 
been a major source of threats on Turkey(Erkin, 
1968: 251-294). The Turkish foreign policy decision-
makers, who grasped the bipolar world order as a 
threat, saw the remedy taking place in the western 
block (especially under the US’s protective shield) 
(Leffler, 1989: 809-813). But Turkey's bargaining 
power weakened and moved away from princibility 
with this orientation. But an identity that draws this 
orientation is far away from understanding of 
westernization. Already for this reason the term 
"Unilateral Stamina" has been summarized by motto. 
According this motto Turkey’s military defense 
requirements will satisfied by Western block. The 
effects of polarization on the basis of political 
ideology will be overcomed by integrating Western 
block and major economic development initiative in 
Turkey that it needs will perform again leaning on the 
western block.This is the most efficient way to access 
the corresponding practice of foreign policy targets, 
Turkey and NATO and the EEC (EC) is to focus on 
the relationship between. Turkey, as a necessary 
requirement of the foreign policy identity from both 
the USSR as a result of the pressures and threats 
directed toward inclusion in NATO, the western 
military and political block roof had developed a 
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persistent willpower. In contrast, the UK is a 
founding member of NATO has sought to address 
Turkey in the Middle East Forces Command. In order 
to overcome this tough obstacle to Turkey, evaluated 
the Korean War as an opportunity and join a brigade 
of soldiers to the international peacekeeping forces 
gathered at the UN decided. Thus, Turkey has shown 
that it is a Western country to other states(Türkmen, 
2012: 65-78). As a result of this move, Turkey has 
resulted in the acceptance into NATO in 1952. But it 
has also demonstrated how critical NATO Turkey. 
Later in the period of the Cold War between NATO 
and Turkey on the basis of the problems to live in 
Turkey, there is no doubt this altruistic attitude. To 
analyze the periodic success in the context of 
Turkey's NATO membership is a big mistake to focus 
only on the USSR. Together with pressures from the 
USSR already eliminated after Turkey become a 
member of NATO. In this context, it is necessary to 
inquire for a more robust analysis of the success of 
NATO and Turkey-Turkey-US relations that will 
arise in this context table contains a full analysis of 
the results in the opposite direction to success. 
 
It is possible to justify the five fundamental 
developments on this negative picture. The first 
development that would itself present a summary of 
the period was recorded during the Cuban crisis of 
1962. In this process, the United States, has acted 
contrary to the spirit of the alliance between NATO 
and Turkey in order to protect its own national 
security; Turkey has to use it as a bargaining chip 
against the USSR(Bernstein, 1980). Second, the US 
has to block Turkey's intervention in Cyprus in 1964. 
Even in this process, Turkey has threatened to not 
protection against the USSR(Adamson, 2001: 286). 
The third development was again on the Cyprus 
issue. US applied embargo to Turkey after Turkey's 
intervention in Cyprus in 1974 and this has caused to 
be faced with a clear security threat of 
Turkey(Adamson, 2001: 295-296). Fourth, the United 
States, has targeted the poppy cultivation in Turkey 
as an extension of their own domestic political 
considerations. Finally, Greece's military wing in the 
process of being included again separated from 
NATO's military wing Turkey was confronted with 
an intense American pressure. As a result, it had to 
accept this development without any political-
military achievement. The negative statement 
observed on relations with NATO and the United 
States also applies in relation to the EEC (EC). 
Unlike all insists and efforts, Turkey was excluded 
from the membership. In economic relations, even to 
support Turkey's development targets, course pursued 
to one side against Turkey. All these developments 
can be clearly expressed in the context of the foreign 
policy pursued during the cold war period, which is 
limited to a concept that the target-result match is 
extremely weak, and has therefore corresponded to 
the most unsuccessful turn. 

V. A FOREIGN POLICY DREAM IN THE NEW 
WORLD ORDER: "MODEL COUNTRY" 
 
With the end of the cold war the bipolar structure has 
turned into a unipolar structure. Turkey has attempted 
to take place in the new World order which in 
proclaimed the end of history because there was no 
an alternative system. In this context, the United 
States has developed in the period after 1980 "model 
country" approach and Turkey has developed a new 
concept related it. This foreign policy concept, along 
with the collapse of the USSR, Balkans, Central Asia-
Caucasus and the Middle East in the power void that 
carries the target of Turkey to create its own sphere of 
influence(Akutay, 2015: 86). It is necessary to 
examine the target regions one by one in order to see 
the practical countermeasure of this foreign policy 
concept -that the US clearly supports(Karpat, 2012: 
167). Regarding Central Asia and the Caucasus 
region, the situation was in favor of Russia despite 
the support of the United States. Because the vast 
majority of industrial investments and energy 
transmission lines remain within Russia's borders. 
Because of after 10 yearsnew energy transmission 
lines will be builted and insufficiency of Turkey's 
economyTurkey’s promiseshave led to fail. Indeed, 
the enthusiasm created by the recent acquisition of 
the political independence of the countries of the 
region has led to the limitation of such a political 
target. Finally in 1993 declerationof Russia that these 
regions are its on political effect, it has provided more 
careful to act in Turkey's regional policy(Tuncer, 
2000). 
 
Turkey, although the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation as Middle East politics for critical 
institution if it has, the ability to influence the 
region's leading actors belonging identities, the 
discourse in Turkey a model country and its 
hinterland is an extremely serious obstacle to the 
creation targets. Indeed, Iran found its existential self 
in the western opposition; The Baath dictatorship in 
Iraq and Syria identifies itself with the entire system 
in such a way that it does not allow any newness; 
Saudi Arabia, on the other hand, dominated the whole 
state aritmetics from the inner organization to the 
foreign policy. All these identity elements in addition 
to the Iran-Iraq tension, the Arab-Israeli impasse and 
fundamental and chronic problems such as sectarian 
division in Turkey's foreign policy transcends of 
incomparable ability. 
 
Turkey's post-cold war period, try to be active in the 
region, the scene of the most depressing table was 
undoubtedly the Balkans. One time; the state of civil 
war that started with the disintegration of Yugoslavia 
is in itself a sufficient reason for this negative picture. 
Moreover, Russia's active position in the region's 
politics over the Serbs and Germany over the Croats 
has made the regional equations even more complex. 
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In addition to all these is being in the United States to 
a reluctant attitude towards the Balkans, and Turkey's 
quest limited the effectiveness of cultural policy. 
Three of the resulting table to be examined in their 
context, in an open format adopted in the aftermath of 
the cold war, Turkey is in an uncompromising foreign 
policy concept for the inconvenience. However, what 
is even more negative, with their promise of Turkey's 
model is a mismatch between their countries out of 
the discourse practice. First of all, the model country 
is for westernization; ie non-Western of Western 
values such as democracy and the free market is a 
kind of vehicle position in delivering world. 
However, Turkey was unable to complete its 
development and economy, a country's image is 
always in the grip of the crisis. In political terms, a 
constant threat of reflexes from the cold war period 
appears in paranoia. Since the security threat that is 
installed parallel to the freedom-security dilemma 

that has a practical policies apply. This practice does 
not carry any convincing elements in the name of 
being a democracy. Turkey discrepancy between their 
practice and regional equations with post-cold war 
era themed model adopted by the country's foreign 
policy concept, beyond the graded as failing the 
period and even the failure of the unrealistic policy 
leads to defined concept. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Throughout the text, it will be a major contribution to 
a tablature that will present a clear assessment of the 
historical performance of the Turkish foreign policy 
in its historical context and present the target-result 
pair in a self-explanatory manner in order to reach 
final conclusions. 
 

Period Target Result Success 
Status Plus Benefits 

Establishment Period (1923-
1938) 

Lausanne 
Balance 

Membership of 
League of Nations-

Sadabad Pact 
Successful Montreux Straits 

Convention 

Period of Second World War 
(1939-1945) 

Active 
Neutrality 

Turkey has 
managed to stay out 
of the war and take 

place in the new 
statusquo which 

established after the 
war. 

Successful 

During the war 
chrome was sold to 

Germany and 
weapons were 
supplied from 

England. 

Cold War Period (1945-1990) 

National 
interests 

which are 
adherent 

to 
Western 

Bloc 

Crises over NATO 
ally the US based 

on national interests 
and unrealized EEC 
(EC) membership 

Unsuccessful 
 
 

------------------------ 

After Cold War Period(1990-
2000) 

Model 
Country 

The effect of 
regional powers was 
recognized in three 
nearby land basins. 

Unsuccessful  
------------------------ 

Foundation period and Second World War period has 
a successful profile, Cold War period defined as 
failing.So looking these history Turkey should have 
three golden principles for foreign policy in order to 
create a successful concept that has clearly seen an 
indispensable position. According to this; Turkish 
foreign policy decision-makers must first adopt 
westernism as an indispensable principle, rather than 
perceiving it as a vital prescription to solve military-
political-economic problems, but rather a pioneering 
foreign policy identity-adhered to mutual recognition 
and respect. Secondly Turkey, need is a global need 
to create the image of an actor can receive and 
convincing results in the context of regional 
equations must act with that perception of their 
current and potential. Finally, the political reality of 

new foreign policy developments that will dictate the 
decisiveness of conjunctural developments should 
have a place in front of every romantic enthusiasm. 
The ongoing AK Party period since 2002 provides 
sufficient data for at least one preliminary analysis, 
although it has not been completed in terms of 
historical adequacy. In this context, the process that 
the AKP governments set foreign policy can be 
examined by making two sub-turns through the main 
aims and discourses. The main foreign policy goal of 
the first period that can be observed from the 2002-
2010 period, Turkey was designated as enhancing the 
credibility in the international arena(Ateş, 2008). In 
this way, Turkey will become a member of the EU 
that year is expected at the gate; the provision of a 
credible country image, which is a prerequisite for 
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modern economy-politics, would increase the 
effectiveness of the regional equations in attracting 
interest of the international capital, which would have 
gained momentum for the economic development 
needed and finally included as an extension of them 
all. Elements such as the prime minister's foreign 
policy character, political and economic cooperations 
and peaceful foreign policy discourse have been 
identified as the ultimate foundations for this purpose. 
It would not be wrong to say that the course of 
foreign policy has been shaped in full accordance 
with these aims and bearers. Middle East rhythmic 
diplomacy followed for peace, the event provided by 
international organizations before 2008 Russia-
Georgia War during the whole alliance and interests 
quest despite international legal obligations enshrined 
in the light principled stance and similar foreign 
policy developments result in Turkey began full 
membership negotiations with the EU and 2009 
Turkey was elected to the interim membership of the 
UN Security Council for the 2010 period(Akutay, 
2015: 103-105). 
 
The ruling AK Party has made the desire to be a 
"Central Country / Regional Power" after 2010 as a 
final foreign policy target. This foreign policy goal 
and the crises experienced with Israel in connection 
with it, and the ambiguity and tense atmosphere that 
finally emerged with the Arab Spring, caused one of 
the achievements of the period of 2002-2010 one by 
one. As a practical outcome of post-2010 turnaround; 
Middle East peace, and that will be derived in 
regional activities on behalf of an extremely critical 
point of contact position to come to the breaking 
point with Israel, insecurity state, which generally 
dominates the relations between Turkey and the USA, 
bilateral relations deteriorated with influential 
countries in the EU such as Germany, France and the 
Netherlands last Syrian civil war as a result of 
unilateral policies adopted in the context of Turkey, 
which has fallen into a deep loneliness in the regional 
and global implications. The fact that this loneliness 
in practice, in theory, matches with the goal of being 
a central country / regional power, leads to the 
formation of an ironic painting. The necessity and 
validity of the three golden principals for success in 
foreign policy proves itself even in a lean comparison 
of the two previous periods in the AK Party 
determinism. To express once more for this cause 

Turkey, not pragmatic, principled; in the 
consciousness of self and potential; it has no other 
alternative than the concept of foreign policy away 
from romantic enthusiasm. Moreover, the tension-
laden atmosphere observed at the regional and global 
level, foreign policy concepts. 
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