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Abstract - This research analyzed the validity and the reliability of the English Summative Test for the first-year students at 
MA Madani Alauddin Paopao for each item by dividing the validity and the reliability analysis for the two kinds of test, they 
are; short-answer test and completion test. The researcher applied the quantitative descriptive method in which the data was 
obtained from the teacher-made test. The subject of this research was the English summative test designed to test the 
students who were registered grade X in the academic year of 2014-2015 at MA Madani Paopao. Furthermore, the test was 
tried out to students and the researcher analyzed the validity and the reliability of each kind of test.In terms of validity, the 
researcher revealed that, the short-answer test has 8 items (80%) were valid, as they showed the standard of validity of a 
good test and 2 items (20%) were unable to deal with the standard of validity index required by a trustworthy test item. On 
the contrary, 5 items (100%) of the completion test were found reliable, as the validity indexes were higher than the table of 
critical value of product moment (0.297) with the level of significance 95 percent. Furthermore, the reliability of English 
summative test designed by the teacher was also found different. The short-answer test was reliable because the reliability 
index was 0.808 which was higher than the table of critical value of product moment (0.297) with the level of significance 
95 %. However, the reliability of completion test was found to be not reliable as the reliability index was 0.140 which was 
lower than the table of critical value of product moment (0.297) with the level of significance 95 %.In connection with the 
result of this research, the researcher provided the following suggestions: (1) to construct an ideal test, the teachers should 
master the knowledge of language testing and make time for constructing the test items; (2) the item which was found not 
valid and the kind of test which was not reliable should be revised or even removed; and (3) as many students of university 
conducted teaching practice at MA Madani Paopao, the teachers of each subject especially for English subject should guide 
and monitor the process of students’ teaching until test designing. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Test is the most important part in learning process. In 
fact, most teachers do not concern to the quality 
standard in designing test. They only do their 
obligations in designing the test, applying it and 
scoring. Actually, by giving test, teachers can obtain 
information about students’ achievement being 
measured.However, the accuracy of the information 
can only be obtained by the precision of the 
measurements by means of a good test. Based on the 
information obtained informally on November 2014 
by interviewing some students of university who 
were conducting teaching practice at some schools, 
they were required to design final test even though 
that should be teachers’ obligation. The test made by 
them was given to the teachers without executing 
depth study of each item of the test. Related to the 
researcher preliminary study as stated previously, the 
researcher found that some teachers rarely conduct 
analysis and revision of their test items.That was 
why, the confidence level of teacher-made tests were 
often low. In this case, it was not knowncertaintly 
because rarely done assay reliability of the assay, 
particularly by the teacher concerned. If the analysis 
activity had been applied, teachers would have 
conducted revision of the test and the confidence 
level had fulfilled the standard of qualified test. Such 
conditions were actually unfortunate. There were 

several things affecting  the weaknesses of the tests 
made by the teacher that are a matter of time, 
teacher’s opportunity, energy, and cost. However, the 
main factor of the failure was the teacher's own 
ability to analyze the test items. It was undeniable 
that there weresome teachers who did not understand 
how to analyze and revise each question that they 
designed.Analyzing test item was a set of learning 
activities that could not be abandoned. It was very 
important for teachers to determine which test was 
flawed and useless. Teachers needed to improve the 
quality of test item by analyzing the main 
components of each item. However, essentially a test 
tool must keep its validity, reliability and usability 
(Gronlund, 1985: 55). Based on the previous 
explanation, the researcher was interested in 
conducting item analysis of the validity and reliability 
of the test in the end of semester designed at MA 
Madani Pao-Pao. In this case,the researcher intended 
to take up the problem, through her paper entitled: 
“Item Analysis on the Validity and the Reliability of 
English Summative Test. 
 
II. LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
Validity 
S. B Anderson (Cited in Arikunto, 2006: 65) argues 
that a test is valid if it measures what its purpose to 
measure. The most simplistic definition was also 
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formulated by Gay (1981: 110) that validity is the 
degree to which a test measures what it is supposed to 
measure and, consequently, permits appropriate 
interpretation of scores. In line with both statements, 
Gronlund (1985: 57) states that validity refers to the 
proper interpretation made based on scores of test 
result related to specific use and not talking about the 
instrument. 
 
Reliability 
Luzerne County Community College (2002: 1) 
affirms that reliability is the level of internal 
consistency or stability of the test over time, or the 
ability of the test to obtain the same score from the 
same student at different administrations (given the 
same conditions). It is completely in same assumption 
with Heaton’s point of view (1988: 162) that 
reliability is the extent to which the same marks or 
grades are awarded if the same test papers are marked 
by two or more different examiners or the same 
examiner on different occasion. According to 
Arikunto (2013: 221), reliability points on a 
definition than an instrument is trusted to be used as 
data collecting tool because the instrument has been 
good. As a result, the researcher assumes shortly that 
reliability is a process of instrument examination to 
result data which is trustworthy. 
 
English Summative Test 
Summative test is conducted after finishing all 
learning activities or planned program. It is usually 
given at the end of semester.The information obtained 
is used to determine the students’ achievement. In 
this case, English summative test is limited to 
measure students’ achievement on English subject.  

 
III. RESEARCH METHOD 
 
The researcher applied quantitative descriptive 
research. It described the validity and the reliability 
of the items of the English summative test used at 
MA Madani Pao-Pao.The variables of the research 
were (1) item validity and (2) item reliability. The 
subject of this research was the English test items 
used to test the first year students in the academic 
year of 2014-2015 at MA Madani Pao-Pao.The 
instrument of the research was teacher-made test. 
There were 15 numbers which consist of two kinds of 
test; 10 numbers short-answer test and 5 numbers 
completion test. 
  
To collect data needed by the researcher, the 
researcher carried out some procedures. First, 
collecting all items of the English test designed by the 
teachers for the first-year student in the academic 
year of 2014-2015. Second, retesting the collected 
item tests to the same students. Third, analyzing and 
writing the result of the test.Before applying the 
technique in analyzing the validity and the reliability 
of the test, the researcher scored each item by using 

the measurement indicator and measurement rubric 
on the kind of the test, as follows: 
 

Table 1. Indicator of Measurement 

No. 
of 
Item 

Kinds of 
Test 

Tota
l 
Item
s 

Scor
e  

Total 
Score 

1-10 Short-
Answer 10 6 10x6=6

0 
11-
15 

Completi
on 5 4 5x4=20 

Tota
l   15  80 

  
The validity could be found out by the classification 
of validity index as follows: 

 
Table 2.Validity Index (Adopted from Arikunto, 2003: 76) 

The Amount of 
Validity Interpretation 

0.800-1.00 Excellent 
0.600-0.800 Good 
0.400-0.600 Satisfactory 
0.200-0.400 Poor 
0.00-0.200 Very Poor 

 
Table 3.ReliabilityIndex (Adopted from Guilford, 1956: 145) 
The Amount of 
Reliability Interpretation 

0.800<ʳ11<1.00 Excellent 
0.600<ʳ11<0.800 Good 
0.400<ʳ11<0.600 Satisfactory 
0.200<ʳ11<0.400 Poor 

-1.00<ʳ11<0.200 Very Poor 

 
To accomplish this data analysis, the researcher used 
the descriptive analysisand the quantitative research 
method.  
 
IV. FINDINGS 
 
Validity 
Based on the researcher’s statistical calculation, the 
data of the final result of short-answer test 
demonstrated that there were 8 valid items of the test, 
namely 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 as their validity 
indexes were higher than the indexes in the table of 
critical value of product moment as stated in Arikunto 
(2003: 77). On the contrary, the other 2 items that are 
2 and 4 were invalid for the data showed that their 
validity was lower than the indexes in the table of 
critical value of product moment. On the other case, 
the data of the final result of completion test proudly 
showed that all 5 items were determined valid as their 
validity indexes were higher than the indexes in the 
table of critical value of product moment. The data of 
the final result of short-answer test presented that 8 
from 10 (80 %) of the test items showed the standard 
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of validity of a good test. On the other hand, 2 out of 
10 (20 %) of those items were unable to deal with the 
standard of validity index required by trustworthy 
item of a test.  Besides, the data of the final result of 
completion test emphasized that 5 out of 5 (100 %) of 
the test items showed the standard of validity of a 
good test. 
 
Reliability 
The reliability of the English test items for both kinds 
of test was different. The short-answer test was found 
to be good and trustworthy, since the reliability index 
was 0,808.However, the completion test was found 
not reliable, since the reliability index was 0,140.  
 
V. DISCUSSION 
 
Validity 
Based on the findings, the outcome of the existing 
data of short-answer test reported that 8 items of the 
test were valid and 3 items were invalid. On the other 
hand, the researcher’s statistical calculation of the 
final outcome of completion test revealed that all 5 
items were valid.Arikunto (2003: 76) points out that 
an item is stated valid if the coefficient correlation of 
each item is higher or equal to the table of critical 
value of product moment with the level of 
significance 95 %. Hence, the invalid items need to 
be eliminated or revised and the activity should be 
truly conducted by the teacher in order to be suitable 
with normal validity index of a high-quality test. This 
information should let the test constructor to master 
the item analysis of the validity with the aim of 
creating the test items which work on the ability of 
those items to measure what are supposed to measure. 
 
Reliability 
Referring to the score result, the English test items for 
both kinds of test were different. The short-answer 
test was reliable and the completion test was not 
reliable.This fact simply tells us that the English 
summative test for the first-year student at MA 
Madani Paopao should be revised before applied to 
the students because both kinds of test did not show 
the same level of reliability. It is strengthened by Gay 
(1981: 116) who assumes the reliability as the 
dependability or trustworthiness. Basically, it is the 
degree to which a test consistently measures whatever 
it is measuring. It is completely in same assumption 
with Heaton’s point of view (1988: 162) that 
reliability is the extent to which the same marks or 
grades are awarded if the same test papers are marked 
by two or more different examiners or the same 
examiner on different occasion. Shortly, to be 
reliable, a test must be consistent in its measurement. 
 
RESULT 
 
Based on the findings and discussion, the researcher 
concludes that the validity of English summative test 

designed by the teacher of MA Madani Paopao for 
the first-year student was different for the two kinds 
of test. First, the short-answer test was invalid as 2 
out of 10 items (20%) were unable to deal with the 
standard of validity index required by at trustworthy 
test item; the ability of this item to measure what is 
supposed to measure. On the contrary, 8 out of 10 
items (80%) were valid for they showed the validity 
standard of a good test. Besides, the completion test 
was valid as 5 out of 5 items (100%) were able to 
deal with the standard of validity index and the result 
is higher than critical value of product moment. 
 
Second, the Reliability of English summative test 
designed by the teacher of MA Madani Paopao did 
not show the same result. The short-answer test was 
found good and trustworthy because the reliability 
index was 0.808 which was higher than the table of 
critical value of product moment (0.297) with the 
level of significance 95 %. However, the reliability of 
completion test was found to be not reliable as the 
reliability index was 0.140 which was lower than the 
table of critical value of product moment (0.297) with 
the level of significance 95 %. 
 
SUGGESTIONS 
 
Concerning with the result of this research, the 
researcher would like to give the following 
suggestions. The teachers at MA Madani Paopao 
must give more concern in designing test in order that 
the function of test to measure what should be 
measured can run as well. To construct an ideal test, 
the teachers at MA Madani Paopao should master the 
knowledge of language testing and make time for 
constructing the test items; 
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