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Abstract - This research has 2 purposes which are to search   and analyze the knowledge level and understanding of    students 
on idea of citizen politic and to find the method to improve knowledge and understanding on citizen politic by using 
quantitative method with case study as survey research. This research used questionnaire to collect data along with random 
selection to spread out the questionnaire   to samples which are 256 SuanSunandhaRajabhat University students who registered 
in 2017 academic year from 6 faculties and colleges. When the data was collected, researcher used spss to find    the findings of 
this research.  The research found that knowledge about politics and political participation has 3 important issues. First, 104 
students can answer about present constitution that it is temporary since 2007 which equal 40.60%. Second, 96 students know 
that the current government (PriministerPrayuthJantraocha) which equal 37.50%. And last, citizen politics  happen only in 
democracy. For this issue, there are students   who answer both right and wrong in quite the same proportion. It is found that 
knowledge level and understanding of students towards idea of citizen politics is in moderate level. While the results of 
students’ behavior found that students follow the political news from social network in high level ( = 1.73) and receive political 
knowledge from classes ( = 1.54)  and their curriculum should have followed political news in high level too ( = 1.57). Thus, 
teaching by attaching the knowledge and understanding about political participation and citizen politic in class or manage the 
curriculum that include subjects according to it would be the great method to develop knowledge and understanding towards 
citizen politic for students. 
 
Index Terms - The Knowledge, The Understanding, The Citizen politics
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 
From past to present, every social around the globe 
aims at developing political system of each country. It 
all hopes for prosperous, security, and happiness for 
people and citizens including the protection of 
people’s right according to the democracy system. The 
democracy is counted as the most appropriate rule for 
nowadays society and for Thailand too. It is view 
favorably among Thais that they want democracy 
since there was the revolution from absolute monarchy 
to democracy in 1932. However, even Thailand has 
already been democratic for about 80 years which led 
to the strong attempt to improve political affairs into 
fully democracy but from many situations, it is found 
that the recent politics has made various instability 
political situations such as anti-ruler and ineffective 
government administration until there is the upcoming 
trend in significant political participation.[1] 

 
Source:https://www.prachachat.net/news_detail.php?
newsid=1444019622[2] 

 
It is widely accepted that democracy is a kind of 
political regime which concentrates on citizens to 
approach political authority as much as it could. Thus, 
when talking about the power of people or people as 
the owner of sovereignty, governance supremacy 
belongs to people and by people. To define ruler by 
starting from nomination, removal of the authority, or 
the authority’s use of the representative is portrayed 
through the election process. It must take into account 
for the interests of the general public as a democratic 
concept.  

 
Source :http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-8JFyLasD5i0/UDN
aZPaOr8I/AAAAAAAACC0/xfXk9hQD5ME/s1600/
voter-turnout.[3] 
 
However, when the population rises, problems and 
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obstacles also popped up gradually until the 
development of direct democracy cannot solve the 
social problem anymore. Therefore, there is the 
improvement to democratic representative and 
participatory democracy to the attempt to get people 
involved in political activities to be in line with the 
ideals of true democracy.[4]  

 

 
Source:http://www.radioparliament.net/parliament/vi
ewNews.php?nId=3811#.Wj3TqdJl9dg[5] 

 
From the conflict situation in Thai society, as a result, 
there is the phenomenon of citizen's movement, which 
is considered a political process that people are closely 
involved. For this reason, the democratic transition has 
been transformed to participatory democracy. 
Politician’s democracy becomes civic politics. With 
the role and importance of civic politics or citizen 
politics, there is more acceptance from citizen for 
social movement and political activities[6]. Good 
politics is indispensable. 
 
However The results of Phusit 's research indicate that 
people are not interested in politics at all, if not 
legally[7]. For the perfection of it, people should 
realize the value of life and their dignity along with the 
way of life. Potential people should be aware of their 
rights, civic duties, and equality in society, as said in 
Aristotle's philosophy. 
 
II. METHODOLOGY 
 
To conduct this research on The Knowledge and 
Understanding about The Citizen politics: A case 
study of SuanSunandhaRajabhat  University students, 
there are 2 objectives which are  

1. To find and analyze knowledge levels and 
understanding of students towards citizen politics  

2. To find ways to promote knowledge and 
understanding towards citizen politics. This is a 
Survey Research that randomly selected the 256 
samples who are SuanSunandhaRajabhat University 
students and uses questionnaire as the tool to collect 
data. 

 

 
Source:https://i.ytimg.com/vi/hJdP_w-qlZQ/hqdefaul
t.jpg [8] 

 
The instrument used in this research is questionnaire 
which divided into 3 parts as follows 1. Questionnaire 
about personal factors of SuanSunandhaRajabhat 
University students 2.Questionnaire about political 
knowledge and political participation and 
3.Questionnaire about political awareness and 
political participation behavior. The created 
questionnaire was passed validity and reliability test 
before the actual data collection. When collecting data 
and checking the completeness of the questionnaire. 
The researcher will perform the analysis by collecting 
the complete questionnaires and processing by using 
computer with Statistical Program. 
 
III. RESULTS 
 
Based on the complete results from 256 samples and 
data analysis found that most of the samples were 
female with 65.60% and most of them are sophomore 
with 60.90%. Many of the are studying in Faculty of 
Humanities and Social Sciences with 71.90% while 
15.60% are from Faculty of Science and Technology. 
Many of the students’ birth place is in central district 
and Bangkok numbered 34.40% and 31.30% in 
sequent. Lastly, social media is the most popular 
source for students to gain social perception with 
46.90% and there is 3.10% of students who do not 
interest in politics.  
For the political knowledge and political participation, 
there are 3 interesting results which are  

 
1. Recent constitution is temporary constitution 

of 2007, 104 students can answer correctly 
which counted as 40.60%.  

2. Recent constitution (Prime Minister General 
Prayuth Chan-ocha) is from appointment, 96 
students which equal 37.50% can answer this 
question.  

3. Civic politic happens only in democratic 
social, there are quite similar amount of 
students who answer this question in both 
ways. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
Political knowledge and political participation 
The information used to measure political knowledge, 
researcher uses questions that are based on political 
knowledge and political in present situation to ask and 
divide the possible into right or wrong so the results of 
the questionnaire found that most of the respondents 
answered incorrectly about the current constitution 
and the origin of current government. Those 2 issues 
are used to measure the knowledge in nowadays 
political situation if students are interested in seeking 
knowledge and understand in politics or not. 
 
For the question that used to measure knowledge and 
understanding towards civic politic found that most of 
the students can answer it right such as the question: 
civic politics are politics with different sectors in the 
social participation not only in government sector. 
Furthermore, students have the understand that civic 
politic is also a part of performance in the 
development of politic too. 
 
SUGGESTION 
 
Researcher has suggestion that maybe useful for 
educating about political knowledge and political 
participation as follows 
 
In family, father, mother, or adult in the family should 
talk, discuss, and exchange idea on politics or on going 
situation in the society so that the students would be 
perceive, understand, interest, and be aware of the 
political significance. 
 

 
Source:http://www.bkkfeed.com/wp-content/uploads/
2017/08/aa01170.jpg[9] 
 
 For education, there should be curriculum or subjects 
relates to the teaching of basic understanding towards 
politic. It may be added on the basic course for the 
freshmen or general subjects because politics is for 
everyone to understand and participate in to improve 
their own society. 

 

 
http://kanchanapisek.or.th/kp6/pictures32/l32-118.jpg
[10] 
As social media is easy to access nowadays. Everyone 
can access it from everywhere and every time so the 
intake of the media or any information should be 
aware at all time. The media recipients have to use 
their judgement carefully. Moreover, in class teacher 
should be the part to help building the accurate 
understanding towards students while they receive 
news and information. The authors thank 
SuanSunandhaRajabhat University for their support 
since the research. To support this presentation. 

 
Source:http://redistributionfund.org/wp-content/uploa
ds/2017/02/nhso2.jpg 
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