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Poverty has a structural form as there is a given transformation process that could not break the cycle of poverty. The 
research focused on the application of poverty transformation in fisherman families living in Kenjeran, Surabaya, Indonesia. 
We aimed to describe how the socialization was carried out in transforming poverty values, therefore this problem could not 
be lost and broken in the family tree. Oscar Lewis’ poverty culture theory was employed to analyze the phenomena occurred 
in the study. The data were taken from observation, participant observation, interview and literary review. The results 
showed unbreakable poverty cycles in the fisherman families since there was a socialization process that embodied 
transformed poverty values. Therefore, most children did not really care about education and had no strong ambition for 
future. Being able to eat everyday was enough for them, thus they did not expect anything beyond they could achieve, 
including having higher education and reaching their dreams. It was difficult for them to eliminate this poverty condition 
from environment or family tree. If parents work as fishermen, most children would follow them to be fishermen in the 
place. 
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I. BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 
 
The beauty of the city makes the villagers think that 
people who live in the city always experience a good 
life and away from poverty. However, this 
assumption is wrong. There are several problems also 
occurred in the city, such as poverty and economy 
imbalances. Poverty was occurred in suburban and 
dirty environments encountered in many big cities. 

 
The static condition of family’s economy is 
transformed to the other family members, so that 
poverty becomes more inflamed and entrenched. In 
fact, poverty is not only related to economic aspects, 
but also political access, social network, economy 
and all forms of access that support other life needs. 
These aspects underlie the poverty that hit the 
society.  
 
One of the interesting aspects is the awareness of the 
importance of education. Most of the people who 
have economic difficulties do not consider that 
education level is important. They assume that 
education must not be reached. Ironically, such 
understanding is mostly given to among the family’s 
members. So that few families are not only 
experiencing economic difficulties but also are 
having low levels of education. In their minds, 
education is something that must be striven for and 
requires a lot of cost so they prefer not to care about 
education. 
 
The desire to perform mobility vertically is not great. 
Most of them let poverty and deprivation be felt. 
Feelings of helplessness and inability keep them in 
that position. A sense of dependence on government 

aid is also one of the causes in increasing difficulty of  
 
suppressing poverty. Based on this condition, the 
level of society welfare still cannot be felt evenly. 
Poor condition also experienced by fishermen 
families who live on the outskirts of the Surabaya 
city. It is shown by unsupported residence with 
adequate facilities to support their life, such as 
building structures and cleanliness. In addition, most 
family livelihoods are fisherman; many children drop 
out and help their parent to work as fishermen. 
Regarding to the last level of education owned by the 
family, most of them do not finish Senior High 
School level. Fishermen occupation in the fisherman 
villages of Kenjeran was introduced from generation 
to generation. Not a few of the parents advocated 
fishermen occupation to their children. 
 
Sociologically, the introduction of work as described 
above is the transfer of knowledge that is done in the 
form of socialization. 1According to Charles Horton 
Cooley, human in socialization have the stage of 
looking glass self that is in every individual mind 
through stage of perception, inter-perception, 
definition, and response. George Ritzer divides 
human socialization cycle into 4 stages: children 
stage, adolescent stage, adult stage, and parent stage. 
While George Herbert Mead divides the socialization 
stage into three stages, those are play stage (imitate), 
game stage (taking the role), and generalized other 
(acceptance of the norm). In the behavior formation 
concerning on values and norms, the role of 
socialization is important and decisive. 
Therefore, from the problems above, researchers 

                                                             
1Bernard, Raho. 2007. Teorisosiologi 
Modern.Jakarta:PrestasiPustaka 
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interested in conducting research entitled '' Culture of 
Poverty in the Family of Urban Fishermen '' 
 
II. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
 
2.1. The Concept of Poverty 
There are some concepts of poverty according to 
experts. 2 Poverty is viewed from the aspect of needs 
then the poverty is divided into two, namely primary 
and secondary poverty. The primary poverty is the 
inability to meet the needs that include assets, 
organizations, knowledge and skills. While the 
secondary poverty is the inability to meet social needs 
as well as social networks, finance, and information. 
 
There are some kinds of poverty. 3Poverty is basically 
divided into two, namely relative poverty and 
absolute poverty. Relative poverty is the inability of 
individuals to meet their needs and income below the 
normal line of society in the environment while 
absolute poverty is a poverty that causes the inability 
to meet primary needs and also below minimum 
income. Poverty is an individual inability to extend 
life choices which means no participation at all about 
public policy makers.4 Poverty is the lack of goods 
needed to achieve a decent standard of living. It 
means that a person cannot meet of both primary and 
secondary social needs. Poverty is the inability of 
individuals to meet their basic needs. In the sense 
expressed by Furchman and Marcelino, this is more 
directed to the fulfillment of basic or primary needs 
(clothing, food, and place). Poverty is a 
multidimensional indication that can be analyzed 
through economy, social and politic. The purpose of 
this phrase that is poverty can be reviewed from the 
economic conditions, social, and politic. It means it 
refers to the individual interaction in society or the 
environment. Poverty is a low standard of living in 
which there is a lack of material occurred in people 
life. Low living standards here indicate the inequality 
of individual living conditions in the midst of society 
 
Poverty is someone inability to meet his needs, both 
material and non-material. It means that poverty 
indicates that it will not be fulfilled the material needs 
that include (money, houses, etc.) and also inability to 
meet the non-material needs. Poverty is an inequality 
in the formulation of power-based that includes land, 
houses, equipment, and health. Furthermore, it is also 
inability to build social aspect based on social-
political organization in which there are aspects in the 
social networks formation that can change the person 
status in society. Basically the concept of poverty can 
be viewed from various aspects including the 

                                                             
2Bayo Ali (1981) 
3Sri,H.2010’Pendekatanskalekuevalenuntukmengukurkemiskinan’,
Pusat sosialekonomidanpertanian 
4Reymelinda.2012’Pengertian kemiskinanmenurutbeberapaahli’. 
(www.pengertiankemiskinan.comdiakses14-09-2016) 

subsistence which is the income obtained just enough 
to meet food needs. The second, in terms of 
inequality, it is to look at the relative position of each 
class which is seen from income and position. Third, 
the external aspect is an increasingly long poverty 
and unchanging. It means that poverty is protracted 
which then it can give a big social impact. 

 
There are so many definitions of poverty problem. 
Almost every social theorist has a view on the 
problem of poverty. Poverty is one of the most 
complex and endless problems. Therefore, until now 
every country has its own policy in minimizing 
poverty based on the regional context. 

 
2.2. Oscar Lewis 
The culture of5 poverty is the adaptation or reaction 
of the poor people to their marginal position which 
tends to be perpetuated from generation to generation. 
There are some of the characteristics of Lewis's 
poverty culture. First, it is the lack of participation 
and integration of the existing institutions in society. 
Second, at the community level, found a ramshackle 
house, clustered, and shabby. Third, at the family 
level, the childhood is not completed. Fourth, there 
are each individual strong level of worthless fatalism) 
According to Lewis, the culture of poverty is the 
poverty that occurred in the view of structural 
poverty, the poverty that occurred is not because of 
the unwillingness but the inability of the social 
structural system to provide opportunities exist. In 
Lewis's view this sub-poverty culture is a culture of 
capitalism in which social and economic systems 
only contribute wealth into the hands of a relatively 
small group of people so that there is obviously 
widespread public pressure against the society and 
their own structures 
 
III. RESEARCH METHOD 
 
This research used qualitative research methods. This 
method departs from a data to know the phenomenon 
that occurred. In qualitative research, the researchers 
try to conduct the research activity objectively to the 
subjective reality of the studied. The research aims to 
determine how the culture of poverty that exists in 
this fisherman’s family is common and perpetuated. 
This research used phenomenology approach. 

 
IV. ANALYSIS  
 
The environmental condition of the fisherman's 
family is very far from feasibility. Some fishermen 
families have shelter that is only with wooden walls, 
when exposed to rain water then almost entirely leak. 

                                                             
5http://www.rahmatullah.net/2013/08/kebudayaan-kemiskin-dan-
kemiskinan.html(diakese 15-12-2017) 
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In addition, most of the people living in the 
settlement are about 80% of the dwelling without 
having a lavatory or toilet. They do defecate directly 
in the sea without using any cover. Most people do it 
at night or dawn because at that time the atmosphere 
was dark. One of the fishermen who live in that place 
is Kardi, he is a fisherman who has lived for long 
time in Kenjeran and has learned the behavior of 
fishermen since he was child. In daily life, the family 
life of Mr.Kardi is classified as a simple life. Mr. 
Kardi has been worked as a fisherman since 
elementary school. In the beginning, Mr. Kardi 
learned with his family about the way of working as a 
fisherman. All members of Mr. Kardi's family have 
the same profession as fisherman. When they are still 
in Elementary School, they are able to get fish in the 
sea. Arriving at a point where those who work as 
fishermen are eager to have a tool, then the parent 
buys a boat engine. It is done in the hope that 
teenager can work and meet their own needs. This is 
one form of socialization conducted by the family. 
The child who was bought a boat machine will 
imitate the work of parents. In addition, the lack of 
education awareness, those who work as fishermen 
do not complete education up to the minimum limit 
of 9 years. Some of them are dropping out from 
elementary school. There are also those who study up 
to third grade of elementary school. However, there 
are also some of them who go to junior high school. 
In Lewis's view, it shows one of the factors of sub-
culture poverty that is the lack of participation level 
at the institution. The phenomenon indicates that the 
family does not have a high awareness of educational 
institutions. 
 
When they drop out from school and choose a job as 
a fisherman, it is done because there is support from 
parents. When children want to work, parents do not 
ask them to migrate or work elsewhere. But parents 
will buy them fishing equipment or take them to go 
fishing in order to help in becoming as fisherman. 
According to Lewis's view, it is being a strong factor 
in the creation of sub-culture of poverty where 
families perpetuate the condition of marginality from 
generation to generation. Parents do not give their 
children the freedom to choose and expose their 
aspirations in action. Parents become fishermen 
because their heredity, so it makes parents continuing 
this culture to their children in the form of equal 
value. 
 
Families do not have a strong drive or priority in 
education. This is because the existing family 
environment does not have a strong priority to 
education and it is also supported by limited costs. It 
happened in the family of fishermen whose life is 
completely simple even sometimes less in meeting 
the daily needs, then in meeting the cost of school is 
no longer an important thing. Therefore in the life of 
fishermen as much as 85% are only graduated from 

elementary school. They assume that elementary 
school is enough to face this life, whereas in fact, 
elementary school graduates in the current condition 
are highly marginalized. In the fishermen's family, 
many children get incomplete growth period because 
the growth period in education and playing with their 
friends cannot be fully felt. They prefer to work and 
follow the parents to sail. When they do not sail, they 
help parents to sell fish or give the fish to the 
middleman. They do not know life other than 
fishermen life. The children in Kenjeran are busy in 
working, helping parents, and selling fish by the 
roadside. The period of education which  should be 
earned as their right is no longer felt because of  the 
conditions of economic constraints and difficulties in 
access to welfare. 
 
This phenomenon in Lewis's view is one form of the 
sub-culture of poverty. Children who cannot enjoy 
the perfect growth period and are not educated well 
and properly. Many children should get the form of 
learning and transformation of true values and norms, 
but they get transformation form of poverty and 
apathy values. Caring of children in guiding and 
assisting in growth is also minimum experienced  by 
fishermen families. Father went out to sea at 4 pm 
and then back at 2:00 am. While mothers at home 
work to tidy up fish nets owned by middlemen, then 
there are also some of them who work as a fish seller. 
So their role in character formation is not fully 
obtained from parents. According to Lewis, the low 
level of caring the development children and despair 
is one of the influential factors in the sub-culture of 
poverty.  
 
Fishermen's families in Kenjeran Surabaya do not 
have a good concern on government policy. They felt 
that the government treats them as  a "stepchildren" 
and has no great concern for their fate. They do not 
care about any government policy such as Direct 
Cash Transfer (BLT). Government policy aimed to 
solve poverty for them is only on the beginning, 
because for them the assistance of 300,000 rupiahs 
per month does not provide a change in their 
economic conditions that are bound by middlemen. 
Therefore, when there is a new policy regarding the 
help of fishermen's family in Kenjeran, they do not 
really care. Because the average policy provided by 
the government does not provide significant changes 
to their economy. Not only policy, in terms of 
political conditions that occurred in government, they 
also do not want to know and do not care. How they 
survive and  and not starve is the more important for 
them. In Lewis's view, it is one of the forms of apathy 
and despair experienced by poor families. Attitudes 
like that make them cannot be separated from the 
chain of poverty that ensnare. Despair and apathy 
towards government policy and political participation 
make them unable to grow and think openly so they 
will remain static in their condition.  
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Lewis said that the form of apathy and pessimism on 
the ability, make the condition of the family will not 
be able to move and dynamic from the poverty. 
Families will not be able to mobilize condition of the 
family to be better. According to Lewis, the culture of 
poverty can also be caused by policy inequality. The 
perception of fishermen families is that they feel the 
government does not fully provide policies that help 
their life so that it becomes one of the reasons for 
their ignorance to government policy. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Poverty is a classic problem that is not easily solved. 
Factors of poverty can vary; one of those factors is a 
cultural factor. Culture which derived from the 
environment or family and lack of access to welfare 
are gained. In the phenomenon that exists in the 
family of fishermen illustrates that there is 
socialization of poverty value received by the child. 
Those values are the lack of awareness of the 

education gained, the high apathy towards new 
things, and the low level of participation towards the 
existing institutions. The living conditions of 
fishermen’s families who provide support and 
facilitate children to work as fishermen illustrate that 
there is a strong impetus to the sub-culture of poverty. 
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