
International Journal of Management and Applied Science, ISSN: 2394-7926                                                 Volume-4, Issue-4, Apr.-2018 
http://iraj.in 

Historical Habitation Vestiges of Diverse Ethnic Groups in Tourism Community Areas in Trat Province 
 

80 

HISTORICAL HABITATION VESTIGES OF DIVERSE ETHNIC 
GROUPS IN TOURISM COMMUNITY AREAS IN TRAT PROVINCE 

 
1WANDEE SUTTHINARAKORN, 2PATTARAWAT JEERAPATTANATORN, 3ARUNOTHAI 

SARIGAKHAM, 4RAMITA SUTTHINARAKORN 
 

Faculty of Education, 1,2Kasetsart University, 3,4Freelance Architect 
 
 
Abstract - Knowing the historical vestiges of ethnic diversity in the tourist destinations is crucial and beneficial to creating 
value narratives for the community tourism in Trat.  From the historical perspective, this study investigated the traces of 
diverse ethnic groups who migrated from other provinces of Thailand and its neighboring countries to settle in Trat for 
several reasons.  It was evident that the traces of diverse ethnicities in Trat were Chong and Kajong who were the 
nativetribes, trade with Chinese merchants, war-fled immigrants caused by the border dispute etc.  These facts have a great 
impact for promoting tourism in Tratas long as the party concerned could create positive narratives which affect good 
feelings of people in the diverse communities and relationship between Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Trat is one of the easternmost provinces of Thailand 
located along the Thai coast and is 315 kilometers 
away from Bangkok, the capital of Thailand.  It has 
boarders with Cambodia to the east and the Gulf of 
Thailand to the south. In fact, tourism management 
areas inTratare rich in historical and cultural 
background of diverse ethnicities, including the 
original settlers,Thai people moving in from other 
provinces and migrants from Cambodia and Vietnam. 
The reasons for their migration to Trat werevaried 
fromearning a living, seeking jobs, building kinship 
withpeople from the same lineage, living together 
with people from the same culture to fleeing from 
political turmoil and the previous boarder conflicts 
and wars in the region.   
 
Thus, the traces of geographical division and ancestry 
seemed faded away.  After the opening of country, 
those departed started to visit each other again.  
Travel by human nature came into life which opening 
cross-country tourists and visitors to Thailand.  In 
2016, the statistics showed that there were 1,978,489 
tourists coming to Trat consisting of 1,490,651 Thai 
tourists and 487,838 foreign tourists (Tourism and 
Sports Office, 2017). To sum up, investigating the 
historical vestigescan lead to understanding of root of 
lives and souls through the space of time developed 
until the present day.   
 
This means the rapport of people living together in 
the border areas based on trade and tourism relations.  
It is also important to create value for tourism 
resources and products (Nilson et al, 1992).  It is 
beneficial for enhancing cultural value meant to build 
the strong relationship between Thailand, Cambodia 
and Vietnam. 

II. OBJECTIVES 
 
To investigate the historical habitation vestiges of 
diverse ethnic groups in the travel community areas 
in Trat Province. 
 
III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
This qualitative research was carried out when the 
researcher first started analyzing the relevant 
documents and interviewing the historians as well as 
knowledgeable individuals in the communities in 
Trataltogether 35 people.Later, the researcher decided 
to stop the interview as soon as the information was 
saturated, and finally content analysis was used to 
scrutinize the qualitative data. 
 
IV. FINDINGS 
 
The historical traces of the tourist destinationsinTrat 
were linked to many ethnicities in the past.  Being 
rich in natural resources, Tratwas also well-known for 
its territory which was adjacent to the sea and 
connected to many neighboring countries.  In order to 
conceptualize the overall relationship with other 
nationalities and ethnicities including the historical 
vestiges and the existing way of life, the detailed 
information can be summarized as follows: 
 
1. Historical traces of the community and the history 
of Chong and Ka Jong werefound atthree 
communities: Changtoon, KlongSaeng and Huay 
Rang.  Chong tribes normally live in the jungle. They 
possessed their spoken language but not the written 
language. Generally originated in Bo Rai and 
KhaoSaming districts, they believed in Buddhism and 
worshiped ghosts and spirits at the same time.  
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Table 1 Historical traces of the community and the history of Chong and Ka Jong 
Chong and Ka Jong 
Ch1 (Changtoon community) Cultural traces and traditional way of life of Chong people 
Ch2 (Klongsang community) Traces of Kaejong language used 

Ch3 (Huay Rang community) Ethnic people from Chong generation 

 
2. For the historical traces of the community and 
Cambodian history, there were signs of relationship 
with Cambodia found because of the territory 
adjacent to Trat.  In this area, Yai Mom community 
was the dwelling place of Muslims of Cham lineage 
who migrated from Cambodia 200 years ago. 
Likewise, Lam Klat community was found in the 
area. There were traces of Cambodian immigration 
from the Khmer Rouge war including Chai Nern 
community where there was the trace of migration of 

Thai people from Koh Kong of Cambodia found. In 
the area of Ta Kang community, it used to be 
Cambodian battle of war in 1977. For Huay Rang 
area, however, native people in the community were 
from Chong tribe. They migrated to Huay Rang 
district for about 150 years ago. Some settled in Koh 
Kong in Cambodia before it was colonized by France.  
So they migrated to settle in Huay Rang to make a 
living while some were still in Koh Kong until France 
occupied Trat. 

 
Table 2 Historical traces of the community and Cambodian history 

Cambodia 
C1 (Yai Mom Community) Muslim community of Cham descent migrated from Cambodia 200 years ago. 
C2 (Chai Nern community) Traces of Thai-Koh Kong migration 
C3 (Lam Klat community) Cambodian immigration from the Khmer Rouge war 
C4 (Huay Rang community) Indigenous people were originally from Chong tribe who settled in Huay Rang 

community about 150 years ago. Some of them settled in Koh Kong, 
Cambodia before becoming French colony.  They migrated to settle in the 
community and Huay Rang district to make a living, while some still settled in 
Koh Kong until the French occupied Trat. 

C5 (Ta Kang community) Cambodia's war zone in 1977 
 
3. Regarding the historical traces of the community 
and the Chinese history, there wastheclear evidence 
found in the Reign of King Taksin to meet Chinese 
merchants.   During the reign of King Rama III, there 

were Chinese immigrantsto Trat due tothe Yuan war.  
These traces were found at Bang Phra community, 
Nam Chio Community, ThaRanae community and 
NongSamet community. 

 
Table 3 Historical traces of community and Chinese history 

China 
Chi1 (Bang Phra community) Sea trade destination with Chinese merchants 
Chi2 (Nam Chio community) Sea trade destination with Chinese merchants 
Chi3 (ThaRanae community) Sea trade destination with Chinese merchants 
Chi4 (NongSamet community) Sea trade destination with Chinese merchants 

 
4. For the historical traces of the community and the 
history of Thai monarchy, it was evident when King 
Naresuan was rebelling in Ayutthaya to fight with 
enemy at AoYai community. Traces of the stay and 
gathering point to recover the nation of King Taksin 
the Great at Wat Bot community including the visit of 

King Rama III at Laem Makham community 
gunpoint, the visit of King Rama IV royal motherat 
ThaRanae community and the visit of King Rama V 
at Tha Rue Jang community and RukKlong Bang 
Phra community.  

 
Table 4 Historical traces of the community and the history of Thai monarchy 

Thailand 
Th1 (RukKlong Bang Phra community) The visiting place of King Rama V 
Th2 (Wat Bot community) Traces of the stay and gathering point to recover the nation of 

King Taksin the Great 
Th3 (AoYai community) King Naresuan was rebelling at Ayutthaya to fight with enemy. 
Th4 (ThaRanae community) The visiting place of King Rama IV royal mother  
Th5 (Tha Rue Jang community) The visiting place of King Rama V 
Th6 (Laem Makham community) Gunpoint in the Reign of King Rama III 
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5. The historical traces of the community and French 
history reflected the vestiges of the French 
occupation during the colonial period (1904-1906), 
including traces of the dispute in Trat – France in the 

reign of King Rama V at Laem Makham community, 
and Chong people who had settled in Huay Rang 
community before France’s occupation of Trat. 

 
Table 5 Historical traces of the community and French history 

France 
F1 (Laem Makham community)  Traces of the dispute in Trat – France in the reign of King Rama V 
F2 (Huay Rang community ) Settlement of Chong people in Huay Rang community before Trat 

was occupied 

 
6. The historical vestiges of the community and the 
history of Cambodia and Vietnam were traced from 
the history of Vietnam-Cambodia war. Cambodian 
people immigrated to Thailand to inhabit and had a 

trade in Nam Chio community, while Ong Siang Lue 
moved intoAoYai community to gather their army for 
national recovery. 

 
Table 6 Historical traces of the community and the history of Cambodia -Vietnam war 

Cambodia and Vietnam 
V1 (Nam Chio community) Cambodian people immigrated for inhabitation and trade. 
V2 (AoYai community) Ong Siang Lue moved into AoYai community to gather for the national 

recovery.  
 
7. The historical traces of the community andthe 
history of Malayu or Khakrefered to the Thai 
Muslims being ransomed during the reign of King 

Rama III in Yuan war.  In the reign of King Rama V, 
Thai Muslims travelledby boat through Trat to 
Bangkok, and some settled in Nam Chio community. 

 
Table 7 Historical traces of the community and thehistory Malayuor Khak 

Malayu /Khak 

M1 (Nam Chio community) Cham people who were from Malayu or Khak lineage. 

 
8. The historical traces of the community and the 
history of Yuan were evident in the reign of King 
Rama I.  It started when the King of Yuan known as 
Chiang Suefled in Thailand under the royal mercy 
and planned to fight for his national recovery when 
leaving Bangkok.  He first visited Trat before 

entering Yuan.  This historical trace was found in 
ThaRanae community as some Yuan people migrated 
to settle in CherngKhao Wat Yuan community and 
Cham Rak community.  Meanwhile, the group of 
people who were ransomed during the reign of King 
Rama III in Yuan war settled in AoYai community.  

 
Table 8 Historical traces of community and the history of Yuan 

Yuan 

Y1 (ThaRanae community) Yuan war 

Y2 (Cham Rak community) Yuan people migrated to settle in CherngKhao Wat Yuan community. 

Y3 (AoYai community) Ransomed group migrated during the reign of King Rama III in Yuan 
war. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
1. When considering the findings, the historical traces 
of the settlement of many ethnic groups indicate the 
cultural diversity of Trat. This information is useful 
for creating valuable narratives for tourism (Nilson et 
al, 1992). Rojroongsat (2010) pointed out that the 
historical value is important as itcan enhance 
community tourism management. However, the 
displacement of a multitude of races comes from the 
reasons of war and warfare. Creating a story from a 
historical tragedy should be very careful when 

opening a wound of memories. This may affect the 
cracks of the feelings between the races. To create a 
narrative, one should seek knowledge of the 
dimensions of culture that overlap in historical 
narratives so as to make the story more positive than 
negative, which will rather create a good feeling 
between peoples. 
2. The positive narrative should come from the 
historical traces of Thai-Chinese trade and the 
original wisdom of Chong or Ka Jong who did not 
have any black spot of war in their historical myth.  
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Figure 1The relation of historical vestiges with other ethnicities of Trat Province 

 
SUGGESTIONS 
 
1. There should be a cultural discovery highlighted 
from historical traces to use as value creation 
information for local community tourism services. 
2. Positive stories should be conveyed to create 
stories tied to community products to support 
community-based tourism.  This can be in the form of 
food or non food products such as artwork, as well as 
products that are a type of service.  
3. In the dimension of the historical traces of the 
wars, there should be a creation of new stories based 

on original knowledge in a more creative way such as 
creating love stories that take place during the wars. 
This may result in the production of printed media or 
community products by collaborating with experts to 
create new products and services which are 
meaningful to attract tourists to buy or access services 
or those willing to pay for the value of the intangible 
or tangible products or services of the communities. 
The result will be economically productive in terms 
of relationships which can create good feelings 
between service providers and service recipients. 
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