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Abstract- The article is devoted to the substantiation of expediency of the use of the epistemological approach to the 
definition of the essence of contradictions, disproportions and asymmetries in the development of rural areas in terms of 
obtaining true true knowledge. The specificity of the epistemological approach is analyzed. Modern economics is considered 
as an all-encompassing process and is always associated with contradictions, disproportions, and asymmetries in the 
development of society. In this context, it is crucial to get real true knowledge, to form a system of values, which will 
facilitate the development of a mechanism for the sustainable development of rural areas and the preservation of their vital 
resources, as well as the effectiveness of the leading mechanisms of correction (positive disintegration and secondary 
integration), from an understanding of the differences between subjective integration and its objective disintegration, and 
from the possibilities of helping the subject to objectively integrate it at a higher level of development. On this basis, it will 
be possible for any rural areas to identify in a timely manner the contradictions, disproportions and development 
asymmetries, which activity is right, rather than trying to more effectively perform predefined and known operations. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
The most important sign of peace in the third 
millennium is the growth of globalization processes, 
since globalization is a regularity of development in 
the twenty-first century. The global economic 
processes at the present stage are not characterized by 
orderliness, predictability and equilibrium, and the 
very structure of the world economy is so deformed 
that asymmetry is characteristic of its sign and 
increases with the degree of complexity of the 
system. Recent advances in economic relations 
determine the transformation of models of socio-
economic development of rural areas, necessitating 
the use of strategic principles for ensuring the long-
term trend of their socio-economic development. The 
complication of economic, social, market relations, 
the strengthening of turbulence both in the external 
environment and within the rural territory, causes a 
change in the place and role of rural areas in ensuring 
the economic security of the state as a whole. 
 
II. MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
The specificity of the methodology of the study is to 
use an epistemological approach to the study of 
contradictions, imbalances and asymmetries in the 
development of rural areas, in the set of methods and 
techniques of systematization and synthesis of 
existing scientific views on particular issues, as well 
as studying the peculiarities of solving problems and 
justifying the conceptual foundations for achieving 
research objectives. The main distinguishing feature 
is that not all cognitive problems are of interest to 
epistemology; Unlike epistemology, aimed at 

studying the cognitive process as a whole, 
epistemology is aimed at revealing only its own circle 
of problems. 
 
Modern challenges have led to awareness of the need 
for changes in economic methods of rural 
development management - from traditional ones, 
which are to support certain areas within the territory, 
to an active self-sufficiency strategy that forms the 
basis of long-term development of rural areas. The 
main distinctive feature of modern rural territory 
should be the ability to respond adequately to changes 
in the internal and external conditions, the threats 
arising from various sources, to develop and 
substantiate effective managerial decisions, to 
promote not only preservation but also improvement 
of positions in all spheres of life in the countryside. 
The modern civilization movement dictates the 
inevitability of strengthening the function of such 
functions of rural areas as harmonizing and protecting 
the interests of rural areas within the state and abroad, 
strengthening the competitive position of the rural 
territory through the scientific substantiation of its 
attractiveness in order to attract investors and 
improve the economic structure; creation of favorable 
conditions for the development of small and medium-
sized businesses in rural areas; accumulation of 
foreign economic potential and expansion of trade 
and economic relations of border rural areas. The 
development of rural areas is always associated with 
major contradictions, disproportions, and 
asymmetries in the development of society. The 
attempts of multiparameter synthesis of the 
characteristics of contradictions, disproportions, and 
asymmetries in the development of rural areas give 
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not a clear picture for assessing the peculiarities of 
knowledge due to the absence of any dominance in 
the perception of a whole set of parameters. For the 
study of theoretical and methodological principles 
and the existing state of development of rural areas, it 
is expedient to focus on the communicative 
integration of natural sciences, socio-humanities and 
technical knowledge. In order to explain the 
emergence of subjective contradictions, 
disproportions and asymmetries and the state of 
development of rural territories, our view, an 
epistemological approach will provide a system of 
values that will contribute to the development of a 
mechanism for the sustainable development of rural 
areas and the preservation of their vital resources, as 
well as the effectiveness of the leading mechanisms 
of correction (positive disintegration and secondary 
integration), from understanding the differences 
between subjective integration and its objective 
disintegration and from the possibilities of assisting 
the subject in the direction of objective integration at 
a higher level of development. 
 
In this regard, in order to determine the degree of 
homogeneity of manifestations, the leading in our 
time is an epistemological approach to the study of 
the existing state of development of rural areas. 
Epistemology is a philosophical doctrine aimed at 
establishing knowledge about reality and the logical 
conditions of their truth (Philosophical Encyclopedic 
Dictionary, 1983). Epistemology is not interested in 
all cognitive problems; unlike gnoceology, aimed at 
studying the cognitive process as a whole, 
epistemology is aimed at revealing only its own circle 
of problems. The impossibility of full detachment 
from the influence of the subject on the results of 
scientific knowledge was pondered in his works by 
D. Berkeley, D. Hume, and later - I. Kant. The task of 
his philosophy, Kant formulated in the metaphor of 
the "Copernican turn": to consider the problem of the 
ratio of the contemplator (subject) and the 
contemplated (object) as a problem observer 
(transcendental subject) (Kant I., 1904). Kant 
considers thinking as the basis of the subject-object 
form, focusing on the systematic order of the subject-
object communication. Among the ideas of I. Kant, 
especially valuable in the context of our observations, 
is the idea of "systemic aphorism", an analysis of the 
specifics of judgments (analytical and roriori - the 
result of the analysis of communication between 
concepts, synthetic a posteriori - ordered sensory 
data, synthetic judgments a priori - the causality that 
establishes the necessary connection between 
phenomena) (Kant I. 1904). But only at the end of the 
twentieth century, these reflections received empirical 
and logical confirmation. The researchers of this 
problem made a conclusion about the need to take 
into account the role and influence of the subject on 
the results of scientific knowledge. An 
epistemological approach makes it possible to 

investigate contradictions, imbalances and 
asymmetries in the development of rural areas in 
terms of obtaining true true knowledge. For 
epistemology, the "object-knowledge" position is 
basical. It allows to abstract from the objectivity of 
knowledge and the concrete historical 
implementation of it and makes it possible to evaluate 
it from the metaphysical positions. An 
epistemological approach to investigating 
contradictions, imbalances and asymmetries in the 
development of rural areas should have a two-way 
character: not only from the object to the 
knowledgeable subject, but, on the contrary, from the 
subject to the object. This will ensure not only the 
expansion of the classifications of rural development, 
the identification of reserves for increasing the 
reproductive potential of rural areas on the basis of 
improving the infrastructure and the spread of 
convergent processes and outline the perspective 
directions of the functioning of the various structural 
linkages of the development of rural territories in the 
near and long-term. 
 
The development of rural areas is a process of 
uneven, asynchronous and disproportionate. The 
defining feature of rural areas is asymmetry. The 
concept of "disproportion" is closely related to the 
notion of "asymmetry", which characterizes the 
phenomenon with the absence or violation of 
symmetry. Definition of the essence of the concept of 
"disproportion" means incompatibility, discrepancy 
of parts, lack of proportionality in the whole object, 
separate units of the economy. The term 
"unevenness" is also closely associated with the 
notion of "asymmetry" and may be supplemented by 
synonyms "non-rigidity" and "inequality". Often this 
concept can be found when considering the problems 
of uneven placement of labor resources and uneven 
economic development. When seeking solutions to 
the problem of overcoming the imbalances in the 
development of rural areas it is expedient to use the 
concept of "asymmetry", since it means lack of 
harmony in the system, and rural territory is an open 
socio-economic system, the main function of which is 
the maximum production of material goods and 
services to meet the growing needs. not only its 
territory, but also other economic, social systems. 
"Asymmetry" is best suited to the current conditions 
of development of rural areas and more fully covers 
the essence of various socio-economic processes, 
their dynamics in rural areas under the influence of 
various factors that have some peculiarities. 
 
The notion of "asymmetry" of ancient Greek origin, 
which characterizes inequality, unevenness, 
discrepancy (Kolchkov, V., 2012). . Thus, the 
category "asymmetry" means the discrepancy, the 
deviation of a certain phenomenon from the 
established parameters, the absence or violation of 
harmony, the dimension of the placement of points or 
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parts of an object in space, when one half is like a 
mirror image of the second. Unlike other, almost 
identical concepts, asymmetry is not only a general 
form of economic development, but also a driving 
force of social progress, since it simultaneously acts 
as an instrument for identifying and resolving its 
contradictions. Asymmetry is characteristic of the 
development of any social or economic system, 
which manifests itself in imbalance, violation of 
equilibrium, discrepancy between elements of the 
system. It is precisely this situation that holds true for 
the rural areas of Ukraine. 
 
It should be noted that the asymmetry of the 
development of rural areas is common and 
widespread phenomenon. Asymmetry in the 
development of rural territories is due to the action of 
its various material and material factors, and the 
collision of interests of subjects of the agrarian 
economy. The main causes of rural development 
asymmetry are excessive centralization, over-
regulation of the business environment and 
insufficient support for small forms of management. 
The problem of asymmetric distribution of benefits 
and benefits requires the adoption of collective 
measures in rural areas aimed at a more equitable 
distribution of the effect. 
 
Precisely, the epistemological approach allows us to 
systematize approaches to the definition of the 
essence of the development of rural areas in 
accordance with the principles set forth in Fig. 1 

 

 
Fig. 1. Principles for systematization of the definition of the 

essence of contradictions, disproportions and asymmetries in 
the development of rural areas on the basis of the 
epistomological approach (compiled by authors) 

 
In fact, any territory has the potential for a significant 
number of activities, and for the correct use and 

additional support (investment, financial, 
infrastructure, information) it can develop into a self-
sufficient complex, where the emergence and 
development of certain types of entrepreneurship will 
lead to the creation of others, thus creating 
prerequisites for sustainable socio-economic 
evolution of the area. At the same time, overcoming 
of imbalances and asymmetries is one of the priority 
directions of development of rural territories. 
 
III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
The results of the study indicate that the formation of 
the information society led to the introduction of 
modern science in a qualitatively new stage of its 
development - the post-classical one. The most 
significant feature of this stage is the interdisciplinary 
nature of modern scientific research. Researchers 
emphasize the orientation towards the communicative 
integration of natural sciences, socio-humanitarian 
and technical knowledge. 
Among other specific features of the development of 
modern science, one of the most characteristic 
tendencies is the desire to use alternative research 
programs. Science faced a new reality - with its new 
being, which became much more complex and 
requires new means of its analysis and research. Such 
is, for example, an epistemological approach to the 
definition of the essence of contradictions, 
disproportions and asymmetries in the development 
of rural areas in terms of obtaining true true 
knowledge. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
Modern challenges have led to awareness of the need 
for changes in economic methods of rural 
development management - from traditional ones, 
which are to support certain areas within the territory, 
to an active self-sufficiency strategy that forms the 
basis of long-term development of rural areas. 
Therefore, in order to investigate the essence of 
contradictions, disproportions and asymmetries in the 
development of rural areas, it is advisable to focus on 
the principles of system analysis of reality, taking 
into account the specifics of the model of "included 
observer." The value of this approach lies in the 
possibility of reproducing the procedural model of 
reality, since modern reality acquires a 
"informational" image, different from its materialistic 
understanding. An alternative to obtaining true true 
knowledge is an epistemological approach. An 
epistemological approach to investigating 
contradictions, imbalances and asymmetries in the 
development of rural areas should have a two-way 
character: not only from the object to the 
knowledgeable subject, but, on the contrary, from the 
subject to the object. This will ensure not only the 
expansion of the range of classification features of the 
development of rural areas, the identification of 
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reserves to increase the reproductive potential of rural 
areas on the basis of infrastructure improvement and 
the dissemination of convergent processes and outline 
the perspective directions of the functioning of the 
various structuring parts of rural development in the 
near and long-term perspective. 
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