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Abstract- The education system in Malaysia put emphasis on the importance of English language and it was one of the 
students’ aspirations in the Malaysian Education Blueprint 2013-2025. Nevertheless the declining standard in English 
proficiency among learners leads to several interventions to help learners achieve the required proficiency. Each year the 
public examination results show low achievement in English subject especially in rural schools. Large part of the English 
paper requires learner to write essays nevertheless mostlearners having difficulty in their writing. Hence intervention is 
needed in that particular skill is essential. Creating writing learning-to-learn module is the researcher alternative to help 
learner to improve their writing skill. Prior to the implementation of the module, it is best to evaluate the module in terms of 
the usefulness, user friendliness and usability before the module being used for the whole Form One students. Data were 
collected from thirty Form One students in rural secondary school which selected through purposive sampling. A set of 
adapted questionnaire to explore the learners’ perceptions on the writing learning-to-learn module’s usefulness,user 
friendliness and usability was administered. The questionnaire used the four-point Likert alternatives. The results indicated 
that majority of the learners’ perceptions towards the writing learning-to-learn module were positive. The simple layout and 
simple instructions in the module contributed to the positive perceptions among learners towards the module. Findings of the 
study have important roles in learners’ English learning process which it can be used as a guide for curriculum planners. 
 
Index term - writing, learning-to-learn,module,  perceptions 
 
INTRODUCTION 

 
The education system in Malaysia has gone through 
vast changes over the years since the independence 
from British colonialism in 1957. Malaysian 
education has always been a multilingual during pre-
independence until the formation of Malaysia and it is 
still in the current time. This was inherited by the 
divide-and-rule system implemented by the British 
which consists of four mediums; English, Chinese, 
Tamil and Malay for primary schools in the 
beginning of the system but then the English medium 
was phased out after the race riot in 1969. With the 
achievement of independence in 1957 the Malaysia 
ministry of education changed the education system 
to development and national unity which education 
being viewed as the chief instrument in achieving 
these goals [1]. Bahasa Melayu or Malay language 
elected as the national language and as the national 
medium of instruction in Malaysian education 
system. Apart from the national language, other 
languages such as Tamil and Chinese are the medium 
of instruction in their respective vernacular schools. 
The Third Malaysian Plan states English is taught as 
a second language in all Malaysian schools. However 
the teaching of English was overlooked during the 
nationalization of school, thus English was treated as 
just another subject [2]. The declining of English 
proficiency among Malaysian caused the education 
policy switched to English as the medium of 
instructions for Mathematics and Science subjects. 
The critics voiced out their opinions caused the 
teaching and learning Science and Mathematics in 
English (PPSMI) was abolished then followed by the 
implementation a programme “To uphold bahasa  

 
Malaysia and to strengthen the English language” 
(MBMMBI).  
 
The MBMMBI was in line with the Education 
Blueprint which emphasized English Language as 
one of the eleven shifts for the education 
transformation in Malaysia. It is stated in the second 
shift of the Malaysian Education transformation 
system to ensure every child is proficient in Bahasa 
Malaysia and English language [1]. This policy 
steered the Malaysian education to focus on 
producing proficient users of Malay and English. 
Various programmes were conducted under the 
MBMMBI ensuring the vision of the policy will be 
achieved which creating human capital that able to 
compete in the competitive global era. Higher 
chances to compete in the economic globalization are 
for those who have the ability to communicate 
effectively in English. However, the declining 
standard of English in Malaysia affected the 
country’s capability in competing with other 
economics countries [3]. Hence English teachers need 
profound teaching and learning English skill to cope 
such situation. The educators face several obstacles 
including the position of English language as the 
second language to most Malaysian and for some it is 
the third or fourth language. Students coming from 
the rural school especially in Sabah may consider 
English as a foreign language where they have no or 
little amount of exposure of this language. Thus they 
are at disadvantage in learning the language and the 
teachers are having a hard time to teach them English. 
In learning English especially the productive 
language skills ; speaking and writing skills is crucial 
in mastering a language [4]. The inability to write in 
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the target language ;English, is the origin of the 
increasing number of learners who fail or unable to 
meet the minimum requirement of English language 
in the public examination. Reference [5] stated that 
learners able to function effectively in a target 
language the learners are expected to communicate 
through various forms of writing. The frequent 
problems faced by language learners are not able to 
write complex sentences and longer text. Learners 
who are lacking in writing skill will impede their 
ability in producing comprehensible written text [5]. 
Therefore, it is vital for language learners to find out 
more about how they are able to improve their 
writing skill through the use of appropriate writing 
strategies. Rural students face greater challenges in 
learning English since they have very little exposure 
to the language and they will not be using the 
language outside of their classroom as most come 
from farmer families. As for the sample school which 
is a rural school in Sabah the percentage of passing in 
English subject for the Malaysian Education 
Certificate (SPM) is below 70% which the number of 
students failed the English subject is more or less 
forty students every single year.  
 
Therefore the school needs to put an act to help 
learners to achieve the minimum proficiency level in 
English subject in thepublic examination. The 
students mostly have problem in their writing thus 
teacher needs to be creative and innovative in gaining 
students interest to learn English especially the 
writing skill which is the major issue in this particular 
rural school. The sources provided by the ministry 
such as the textbooks and syllabus assigned to the 
teachers to be completed within the year are not 
learners’ friendly enough for the language learners 
especially for poor and intermediate learner. The 
textbooks designed do no suit the 21st century 
learning and require learners to be dependent on 
teachers or being facilitated in their learning.  
Therefore most educators rarely use the textbook as 
their material in their English lessons.  
Since the nature of language learning is very complex 
as can be seen in the numerous teaching methods and 
the language learning strategy itself linguists 
suggested it is more effective for the learners to be 
introduced to language learning strategies 
[5].Students learning styles are differ depending on 
various aspects including gender, social status, 
education level, previous knowledge and their belief. 
Most educators are unaware on how their learners 
learn the target language and they may use different 
strategy which the opposite to the students’ strategy. 
This situation should be avoided for the sake of a 
successful teaching and learning process. Since 
writing is a vital part of learning a language, 
researcher decided to study on how students can be 
helped in mastering the skill better thus improve their 
English language proficiency.  The objectives of this 
study are to evaluate learmers’ perception on the 

writing module in terms of its usefulness, user 
friendliness and usability among students.    
 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
A. Language Learning Strategies(LLS) 

LLS defines as techniques or devices used by 
learner in acquiring second language 
knowledge,when learners exploit available 
information to improve in the second language, 
when learners apply some general approaches of 
learning which govern specific techniques the 
learners actions to learn and regulate their 
learning [6]. LLS also defined as specific actions, 
behavior, steps, or techniques used by learners 
subconsciously or consciously to improve their 
progress in apprehending, internalizing and using 
the second language [6]. LLS is when plans or 
actions that learners take to enhance the process 
of learning a language [7]and the use of LLS 
make learners’ learning be more effective and 
increase their independence and autonomy as 
learners [8].      
 

B. LLS Taxonomy 
i) O’Malley and Chamot’s LLS Model 

O’Malley and Chamot suggested that LLS used 
by learners can be categorized into three; 
metacognitive , cognitive and socio-effective. The 
metacognitive strategies are when the learners 
plan for learning, think about the learning process, 
monitor the results and understanding, evaluate 
the learning after a language task is completed. 
Metacognitive strategies make learning efficient 
and successful [6]. The activities such as making a 
timetable, practicing with native speaker and 
improving language skills are the examples of 
metacognitive strategies. Cognitive learning is 
focusing on the learning itself which includes the 
strategies to manage resources, making 
arrangement, making summary, elaborating, 
labeling, transferring information and many more. 
Both metacognitive and cognitive strategies 
complement one another [10] which makes 
learning become more effective. Metacognitive 
strategies will strengthen cognitive skills [9]. The 
social affective strategies are related to social 
activities and interacting with other people. The 
activities such as asking for clarification and 
cooperation considered as social affective 
strategies. Learners who employ social affective 
strategies will cooperate with peers to solve 
problem, pooling information, checking a learning 
task and getting feedback on a learning activity.          

 
ii) Oxford’s LLS Model 

Oxford taxonomy devised a comprehensive LLS 
system that closely tied to the four main language 
skills. The Oxford’s LLS Model classifies 
language learning behaviors depending on their 
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purpose and use which not merely based on 
metacognitive and cognitive aspect. Furthermore 
it also employs the use of cognitive, emotion and 
physical resources. It is divided into two main 
categories which are direct and indirect strategies. 
Under the two categories, LLS further divided 
into six main groups. Memory, cognitive and 
compensation strategies are under direct strategies 
while metacognitive, affective and social 
strategies are categorized as indirect strategies. 
These are further subdivided into 19 different 
strategies that are based on further 62 specific 
strategies. Direct LLS have direct impact on the 
target language and require mental processing. 
The memory strategies are used to store and 
retrieve information, transform information in the 
form of facts to skills. Cognitive strategies are 
used to manipulate language and allow learners 
making sense of their learning. Compensation 
strategies assist learners tackling loopholes in 
their knowledge to sustain communication. The 
indirect strategies provide indirect support to 
language learning through concentration, 
planning, evaluation and many more. 
Metacognitive strategies would help learners to 
manage their learning through planning and 
evaluation. Affective strategies deal with learners’ 
affective domains like managing emotion, 
attitude, and motivation, making positive 
statements after making a mistake. Social 
strategies encourage learning through interactions 
with other people. It is considered as a 
comprehensive and advance LLS nevertheless 
there is no consensus how many strategies there 
are, how the LLS could be defined and 
categorized. Based on her LLS classification, a 
LLS servey was developedthat is well known as 
Strategy Inventory of Language Learning (SILL) 
[6].      
 

iii) Mohamed Amin’s LLS Model 
Learners’ choice of LLS would largely influenced 
by the learners’ environment, the setting and the 
atmosphere of learning the language[7]. Thus,  
LLS should be analyzed based on the various 
settings and atmospheres as LLS domains should 
not be rigidly tied to the stereotypical 
classification based on cognitive learning theories 
only. Certain categories in Oxford’s taxonomy are 
inapt for second or foreign language learning [7]. 
Therefore, Mohamed Amin developed a 
taxonomy based on [11] second language 
acquisition model. The model outlines that 
individual differences, social factors and 
situations influence the choice and use of 
language learning. The frequency and the type of 
LLS used determine the success level in learning 
and acquiring the target language. The dominant 
factors in determining the readiness of learning a 
target language are environment and setting. The 

classification made has brought a new dimension 
in the LLS field [6].  

A study was conducted to describe the development 
and evaluation of interactive Multimedia Software 
that serve as a tutorial for the Smart Solat Module in 
the j-QAF curriculum in Malaysia. It was created to 
provide an exciting and motivating learning 
environment. It was created accordance to the 
syallabus of the year one j-QAF curriculum. It was 
developed based on the ADDIE design Model then 
evaluated the software. Using questionnaire which 
administered to thirty Year One students, the findings 
showed that the Multimedia Software can help 
students understand the curriculum easily and clearly. 
The software also can be used as a teaching aid in the 
classroom and making the learning process more 
interesting[12]. A Webquest for the Science subject 
was conducted among 32 Form One students of 
Sekolah Menengah Bandar Baru Bangi were 
evaluated. This research used a set of adapated 
questionnaire which contained 62 items. The 
evaluation is on the content, pedagogy, techniques, 
inquiry and constructivist learning theory of the 
WebQuest. The results revealed that WebQuest was a 
suitable web inquiry-based teaching strategy to be 
practiced by science teacher [13].    
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
This study aimed to evaluate the learning-to-learn 
writing module among Form One students in a rural 
school. This module was developed to enable learners 
to learn how to learn writing by introducing five sets 
of strategies throughout the study. The sample 
consists of eighteen female students and twelve male 
students which selected through purposive sampling. 
The students were chosen because of their English 
proficiency level is low. The research instrument used 
in this particular research other than the module was a 
set of fifteen items questionnaire adapted from 
previous research.  Pilot study was conducted before 
the actual study can be carried out to avoid ambiguity 
and misinterpretation during the data collection 
process. Thus, based on the pilot test, the 
questionnaire was refined to ensure that the 
statements are understandable, appropriate with the 
learners’ proficiency and valid.  
 
The questionnaire was administered to the 
respondents to evaluate the usefulness, user 
friendliness and usability of the Form One learning-
to-learn writing module. All items were developed 
based on four Likert scales where the respondents 
need to choose between strongly agree = 4, agree = 3, 
disagree = 2 and strongly disagree = 1 on the items 
that have been listed. Table 1 shows the respondents 
level of agreement. The findings were presented were 
analyzed using mean interpretation which presented 
in form of a table. Table 1 shows the participants 
level of agreement.  
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Table 1. Frequency ratings of level of agreement 
Frequency of use Mean scores 
High 2.8 – 4.00 
Moderate  1.4  - 2.7 
Low 0 – 1.3 

 
FINDINGS 
 
Student Evaluation on the Form One Writing 
Learning to Learn Module   
The evaluation of the Form One Science writing 
module has been obtained from the questionnaire 
distributed to thirty Form One students of SMK 
Tambulion, Kota Belud. The evaluation features 
include suitability, usability and user friendliness. 
Table 2 to 4 show the findings of the evaluated 
features. 

Table 2 : Students’ summative evaluation on suitability of the 
module 

 
In this study, Form One students’ evaluation towards 
the Writing Learning to Learn Module is positive in 
terms of the module suitability. The respondent of 
this study indicated that the Writing Learning to 
Learn Module is suitable and appropriate to their 
level of English proficiency where majority of the 
learners agree that they are able to understand the 
words used in the module easily as shown in Table 1. 
Large number of the respondents agreed that the steps 
on how to use the module suit the low proficiency 
learners. The learning to learn module content is 
suitable to learn writing skill strategies. The learners 
indicated that the Learning to Learn writing module 
content is suitable to the thirteen year old teenagers 
where majority of them agree to the statement.    The 
majority of the respondents agree that the module was 
suitable for them which they are able to use it without 
facing much problems.  The contents of the module 
suit the learners because it was created by referring 
the standard curriculum for English Form One and 
the latest PT3 writing questions format.      

Table 3 :  Students’ summative evaluation on usability of the module 
No Item Mean  

interpretation 
Frequency  

6 The information 
presented in the module is 
useful to learn essay 
writing. 

3.33 High 

7 The module introduces 
the strategies in a 
meaningful way.  

3.36 High 

8 The module is free from 
language error. 

3.30 High 

9 The module would help 
an ESL learner master 
writing skill better. 

3.06 High  

10 The module strategies can 
be used in any type of 
writing format.   

2.43 Moderate 

In terms of the usability of the Learning to Learn 
Writing module, majority of the learners shows 
significant positive evaluation on the module. 
Majority of the learners agree the module is useful in 
learning writing skill.  Learners also indicated that the 
strategies in the module were introduced in a 
meaningful way. Learners agree the usability of the 
module as they did not found any language error in 
the module and they also agree that the module would 
help a low proficiency ESL learner master writing 
skill better. Nevertheless, the learners disagreed on 
the strategies introduced in the module is applicable 
in any form of writing format.   
 

Table 4 : Students’ summative evaluation on user friendliness of 
the module 

No Item Mean  
interpretation 

Frequency  

11 The instructions in the 
module are clear help me 
to use it easily. 

2.6 Moderate 

12 The layout of the module 
is well-designed help me 
to use it better.  

3.13 High 

13 The systematic 
classification of the 
content helps me to 
understand the strategies.  

3.2 High  

14 The examples given make 
it easier for me to 
understand. 

3.03 High  

15 The module is user 
friendly.  

3.13 High 

 
Table 4 shows the summative evaluation on the 
module user friendliness. According to the results 
shown in the table the learners find the instructions in 
the module were not clear enough to help them to use 
the module easily. For the design which consists of 
diagrams and pictures the respondents agree that it 
help them to use the module better. Overall the 
respondents agree that the learning to learn writing 
module is a user friendly module that they find 
suitable, usable and user friendly.  
 
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION  
 
Based on the results of the evaluation of the Writing 
Learning to Learn module the respondents shows it is 
suitable, useable and user friendly for them as a rural 
students. The strategies used for writing exercises in 
the module help learners organizeand plan their 
writing. The strategies in the module were created in 
diagram where learners need to plan their writing 
before proceeding to write the essay. All the exercises 
in the module employ the same strategies which they 
have to fill in the main ideas in the diagram provided 
before writing it into a whole paragraph. As they use 
the strategy consciously for the whole module, they 
will employ the same strategy unconsciously in the 
future. Previous studies suggested language learning 
strategies can be taught [6],[10],[14]. Thus, as 
learners employ the same strategies for a period of 
time it will be internalized and they will 
subconsciously use the strategies when they 
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encounter similar question in the future. This 
Learning to Learn Writing module allow learner to 
have control over their own learning. A learner 
should be given control of their own learning as when 
they have the authority to control their own learning 
the possibility of mastering the target language is 
higher [15]. The nature of this particular module is 
allowing learner to have control in their learning. 
Learners can use their schemata or new information 
in completing the task depending on learners’ ability. 
The use of LLS make learners’ learning be more 
effective and increase their independence and 
autonomy as learners [8]. When learners are allowed 
to have control on their own learning they have the 
sense of responsibility thus they will try to complete 
the task assigned to them. Learners perceptions on the 
module are positive thus it is a good sign for educator 
to provide a learning to learn module to the learner as 
it will increase their motivation in learning [16]. The 
learning to learn module allow them to see their own 
progress by setting their own goal in completing the 
task. At the end of every strategy learner will evaluate 
the strategy whether they like it or not. Subsequently 
learner will learn which strategy suit themselves for 
them to employ in their future writing task. Being 
able to evaluate the strategies helps learners to be 
aware of the usage of strategies in writing.  
 
The contributions of this study would be of interest to 
scholars in Education, as well as to practicing 
educators particularly in ESL. This study may be a 
great aid to help ESL learners in learning writing 
skill. As shown by researchers who has done similar 
study believes that it is vital for language learners to 
find out more about how they are able to improve 
their writing skill through the use of appropriate 
writing strategies.Having a learning-to-learn module 
might help the teacher to lead the students in 
identifying the suitable strategy to successfully 
learning the target language. In addition, this study 
may contribute in terms of developing a writing 
module.  
It could be a source of information to the textbook 
and syllabus designers in planning for the future 
textbook and syllabus. The results of this study could 
be the one of the references for the syllabus designers 
as this particular study able to represent the rural 
students community. The planning and design of 
English textbook in the future will take into account 
the changes needed to be made in the syllabus. 
Additionally the Ministry could benefit from this 
study as the results will shows the needs in 
incorporating Language Learning Strategies (LLS) 
becoming one of the module in the teachers 
institutions and any education faculty. Students-
Teachers should learn this skill as their preparation in 
the working world. Although this research was 
carefully prepared, there are some unavoidable 
limitations.  One month is not enough for the 
researcher to evaluate or observe all the students’ 

performances and achievements. It would be better if 
it was done in a longer time.  Secondly, the 
population of the sample group is small; it involve 30 
students only and might not represent the majority of 
the low proficiency students. The sample’s   
perception towards the use of the module learning-to-
learn writing may not accurately represent the 
majority of the population. It seems not to provide 
enough evidence of the students’ actual perception of 
the module 
 
All in all, the students were very positive about the 
use of learning to Learn writing module. Among all 
the skills learned in English language lesson, writing 
considered as the most challenging skill face by the 
educators. It is known as the most difficult skill a 
language learner have to learn because they have to 
produce the words themselves. As an educator it is 
our responsibility to do the best possible in helping 
the learners to achieve their goal which is learning the 
language successfully. Teaching the language is not 
enough but when learners are taught the strategies in 
learning the language the learners became an 
autonomous learners thus the learning will be more 
meaningful to the learners.To increase the scope of 
this study, future research can embark on a 
quasiexperimental approach by comparing two 
groups of students where one group using writing 
module, while the other group  does not. This can 
perhaps yield better results in terms of the impact of 
the tools on the learners.  
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