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Abstract: English has been taught as the second language in all Malaysian schools.  It is important for the students to 
acquire the four skills which are reading, listening, speaking and writing in order to be proficient in the language. However, 
students find that writing is the most difficult skill to master and acquire.  The study aims to investigate students’ evaluation 
on the development of learning-to-learn writing module. The participants of this study were 30 students consist of 8 male 
students and 22 female students of Form Four in rural secondary school. Data were collected through questionnaire survey of 
Four Likert Scale related to their evaluation on the implementation of writing module in terms of suitability, usefulness and 
user friendliness. The results suggested that the participants showed positive evaluation on the writing module to facilitate 
them in writing. It was also showed that the respondents strongly agreed the used of the learning-to learn writing module was 
suitable, useful and user friendly in learning writing with the mean score of 3.25, 3.27 and 3.19 (high level of agreement).  
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
In line with the objectives of the Razak Report (1956) 
which was to form schools with a Malaysian flavor, 
the report recommended Bahasa Malaysia as the 
national language while English language was made 
compulsory for all primary and secondary school [1]. 
Thus, English is a compulsory subject to learn in 
primary, secondary and higher education and 
becomes the core subject.   The aim of English 
Language instruction in Malaysia is to enable the 
learners to communicate effectively and efficiently in 
English in social and professional situations [2]. The 
Education Ministry has also introduced the ‘To 
uphold Bahasa Malaysia and to Strengthen the 
English language’ (MBMMBI) policy in 2012. By 
implementing MBMMBI in education system, they 
try to improve the proficiency in English to facilitate 
students to compete and discover new knowledge. 
English plays a vital role in today’s development. 
English is the lingua franca of verbal communication 
and the importance of the language cannot be denied. 
It is an advantage for an individual that acquire the 
language successfully. Students are necessary to 
master the language because it is widely used to 
communicate with others. 
In mastering the language, students need to be 
proficient in the four skills, reading, listening, writing 
and speaking. Writing is one of the four skills to be 
developed in language learning among the students 
and an essential tool to support other skills. Writing is 
a system for interpersonal communication using 
visible signs or graphic symbols on a flat surface such 
as paper, cloth or even stone slabs [2]. Writing is the 
creative process because it is a process reaching out 
for one’s though and discovering them. It is a vital for 
every student to develop this part because as part of 
academic training, a college student is required to 
write a research papers, summarize articles, and write 

book reports, movie reviews and other related 
activities which need the ability to write accurately 
and clearly [7]. A student that has a good writing 
ability will help them to speak and read more 
effectively. Thus, it is a need for every student to 
develop their writing skill proficiently.  
According to Mohamed Amin Embi [8], language 
learning strategies are plans and/or actions that 
learners take to improve their process of language 
learning. In addition, language learning strategies are 
steps taken by students to enhance their learning. The 
used of the language learning strategies assist the 
students to become proficient and fluent in the 
language. Strategies are especially important for 
language learning because they are tools for active, 
self-directed involvement, which is essential for 
developing communicative competence [13]. It is 
important to look on the strategies used by the 
students in language learning to give important 
insight into the importance of the different strategies 
used and factors that influence the strategy use. 
Language learning strategies influenced the students 
to improve their language learning and develop their 
own learning. It plays a vital role in L2 learning and 
assists students in mastering the language skills. The 
use of appropriate language learning strategies 
enabled students to take charge of their own learning 
and improved proficiency.  
Moreover, English has been taught as the compulsory 
subject in all schools. The Ministry of education also 
set a high hope in the students’ achievement in 
acquiring and mastering the language. However, for 
the students in rural areas they would see the 
language as the difficult subject to learn in school. 
Apart from that, English is not the second language 
for majority of students in rural area but them treating 
English as their foreign language. They rarely speak 
English in their daily communication. Thus, they 
unable acquire the language successfully and lack of 
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interest in learning the language. Students face many 
obstacles in learning the language and need to put a 
lot of effort to be proficient in the language. 
In order to be competence in the language, the 
students need to develop the four skills and writing is 
really important skill among the four macro-skills in 
learning.  However, writing has always been the 
difficult skill, challenging and an anxiety for students 
especially for students in rural areas. Writing is often 
considered a difficult skill to acquire due to its 
complex characteristics which involve not only 
knowledge of linguistics but also sociolinguistics [1].  
Students find a lot of difficulties in their writing tasks 
and lack of exposure to the language is one of the 
main cause they unable to acquire the language 
effectively. Moreover, they live in an environment 
that only speaks their mother tongue even in the 
school. This causes many students have limited words 
of the language and face difficulties in writing 350 
words essay. Students are not interested in writing 
even it is an essential skill. In addition, they are not 
aware of the importance of writing skill in learning. 
Thus, this study aims to evaluate the learning-to learn 
writing module in terms of usability, usefulness and 
user friendliness among students. The module was 
designed to facilitate students in learning writing. 

 
II. LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
A. Definition of Language Learning Strategies (LLS)  
Many experts and researchers have defined LLS from 
different perspectives. According to Rubin (1970), 
LLS are techniques or specific strategy used by the 
learners to gain knowledge [5].   Then, Wenden 
(1987) defined LLS as the aspects of learning 
behaviours, cognitive theory and the affective view 
[3]. It is argued that these three aspects can improve 
language learning. While O’Malley, Chamot and their 
colleague [3] claimed that LLS were divided into 
three categories. There are metacognitive, cognitive 
and social affective. Oxford (1989) claimed that LLS 
are refer to learners’ actions that use to make 
language learning more become successful, 
autonomous and [9]. Weinstein and Mayer [9] 
defined LLS as the participation of learners 
behaviours and idea in learning activities which affect 
the process of encoding information or skill into the 
memory. Weinstein and Mayer have group LLS to 
their functions according to O’Malley and Chamot 
three categorization.  According to Ellis (1994) LLS 
is a mental activity and behaviours which related to 
language acquisition and language use [8] 
Meanwhile, Byrnes (1996) defined LLS as a set of 
actions undertaken to achieve the target [9]. Brynes 
divided learning strategies into cognitive and 
cognitive-control strategies. The various definitions 
showed clear meaning of LLS and the important role 
in second language acquisition. It gives a better 
insight and understanding of LLS in language 
learning from different points of view. It can be 

concluded that, LLS are steps or specific action taken 
by students to facilitate them in language acquisition 
and language learning that make the process of 
learning the language becomes interactive and 
efficient. It included the mental and communication 
to learn and use the language in developing learners’ 
language proficiency. 
 
B. Categorization on Language Learning Strategies 
According to O’Malley and Chamot, [10], LLS can 
be categorized into three main categories. There are 
metacognitive, cognitive and socioaffective. 
Metacognitive are strategies that require preparation 
for learning, thinking about the learning process as it 
is taking place, monitoring of one’s production or 
understanding and evaluating learning after an 
activity is accomplished [17]. Cognitive strategies are 
more limited on specific learning tasks and engage 
more direct manipulation of the learning materials 
itself. Repetition, resourcing, translation, grouping, 
note taking, deduction, recombination, imagery, 
auditory representation, key word, contextualization, 
explanation, transfer, inferencing is among the most 
important in cognitive strategies. Socioaffective 
strategies are related to the social-mediating activity 
and transacting with others [17]. The main 
socioaffective strategies are collaboration and 
question for clarification. 
In Malaysia, Mohamed Amin Embi (1996) in his 
study on learners in a mixed setting, proposed three 
categories of language learning strategies which are 
classroom language learning strategies, out-of-class 
language learning strategies and exam language 
learning strategies [14]. The choice of strategies 
among the students are influence based on the 
environment, the setting and the atmosphere of the 
language learning. 
 
C. Effects of Language Learning Strategies on  
     Learners Language Learning 
Hao Yana and Nai Ying conducted a study among 82 
students and focused on the intermediate level to 
investigate whether learning strategies had an impact 
on learners’ achievement and to identify whether 
there is a correlation between learning motivation and 
learning strategies. The study revealed that motivated 
learners have a better desire to look for more other 
strategies to gain new information. The study also 
showed that each learner is different in their learning 
styles and learning strategies have positive impact 
toward learners’ achievement. [18]. 
A study was conducted by Xiuyan Xu (2011) on 300 
Chinese graduates to investigate the relationship 
between language learning motivation and the choice 
of language learning strategies. The study showed 
that there was significant correlation between the 
students’ motivation and their learning strategies. The 
most strategies affect the students’ motivations were 
cognitive strategies and metacognitive strategies. 
Students were motivated in learning because of the 
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direct influence of language learning strategies. 
Therefore, learning strategies are able to facilitate 
students to get better results in learning. 
Kamarul, Mohamed Amin, Nik & Zamri (2009) 
concluded from their study that the students’ strategy 
use was strongly correlated with language learning 
motivation. The study was conducted on thirteen 
religious secondary schools in Terengganu. The study 
showed that there was a significant relationship 
between the language learning motivations and the 
use of language learning strategies. Learners with 
higher motivation take more range of strategies and 
utilize more frequent compared to less motivated 
language learners. It showed that motivation is the 
most important factors in learning and is determined 
by the types of strategy use. The study also stated that 
the used of learning strategies can increase learner 
motivation. 
 
Kayaoglu (2014) conducted a study on good and poor 
language learners’ belief and their language strategy 
use. The result indicated that good language learners 
used various strategies compared to poor language 
learners. This study also stated that students with 
good achievement in language learning used the 
metacognitive strategies more often. 
Most of the studies had shown strong relationship 
between language learning strategies and learners’ 
language proficiency. The uses of LLS are able to 
motivate learners in learning and lead to a better 
achievement in learning. The studies also proved that 
learners’ motivation in language learning are 
influence by the various strategies use in the learning. 
LLS play a vital role in language learning and can 
influence the learning outcomes. LLS can also 
contribute to toward language mastery. In addition, 
good language learners possess more range of 
language strategy compare to the poor language 
learner. Therefore, studies on LLS should be 
increased to facilitate learners in language learning 
and enhances learners’ language proficiency. 
 
D. Language Learning Strategy Instruction 
O’Malley and Chamot (1990) have introduced a 
framework for direct language learning strategies 
instruction called Academic Language Learning 
Approach (CALLA).  CALLA is designed for 
students that spoke and wrote limited English. 
Learners are taught to use strategies derived from 
cognitive model of learning to facilitate them in 
language learning and become successful learners.   
CALLA involves five phases of recursive cycle 
which are preparation, presentation, practice, self-
evaluation and expansion. CALLA helps teachers to 
identify the ways to implement learning strategies in 
order to help students grasp the concepts easier and 
faster. Moreover, the main focus of CALLA is to 
provide opportunity to students to learn new language 
independently and become self-regulated as learners 
will always dominating the variety of strategies in a 

classroom. In using CALLA might help learners to 
become more proficient and able to take part in 
language learning more active.  
 
III. METHODOLOGY 
 
This study aimed to evaluate the learning-to-learn 
writing module. A total of 30 students consists of 
eight male students and twenty-two female students 
of Form Four were selected in this study with the 
same level of English proficiency. They were selected 
based on their result in examination where the 
participants scored of 30 to 60 marks and carried low 
marks in writing paper.  
 
The instrument used in this study was set of 
questionnaire consist of fifteen questions on students’ 
evaluation on the writing module in terms of 
suitability, usability and user friendliness. The 
questionnaire was adapted from Embi (2004) 
“Development and Evaluation of an ESL Website on 
Learning to Learn English”. Only the statements in 
terms of user friendliness, suitability and usability 
were selected for this study. The questionnaire 
provided a good insight and information of the 
writing module. The use of Four Likert Scale in the 
instrument was used; 4 = strongly agree, 3 = agree, 2 
= disagree and 1 = strongly disagree to state the 
students’ evaluation towards the module.  Pilot study 
was administrated to check the validity and reliability 
of the questionnaire.  
 
Pilot study is need before the final form of the 
questionnaire is constructed and it is useful to 
conduct a pilot study to determine if the items are 
yielding the kind of information that is needed 
(Simon, 2011).  The 10 students selected for the pilot 
study has the same level of proficiency with the target 
participants. The students were introduced with the 
strategies and required to answer the questionnaire. 
Students were encouraged to give any comment and 
feedback regarding to the questionnaire. Descriptive 
statistics was used to analyze the data collected. The 
items in the questionnaire were analyzed using 
frequencies, percentages and mean. Table 1 shows 
the level of agreement. 

 
Table 1 Frequency ratings of level of agreement 

 
Frequency of use  Mean scores 

        High       2.8 – 4.00 
  Moderate   1.4 – 2.7 

   Low              0.0 - 1.3 
  
IV. FINDINGS 
 
A. Students’ Evaluation on the Learning to Learn 

Writing Module in terms of Suitability, Usefulness 
and User-friendlines 
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Table 2 : Learners’ Evaluation on Writing Module 
in terms of Suitability 

 
 

Table 3: Learners’ Evaluation on Writing Module 
in terms of Usefulness 

 
 
Table 4 : Learners’ Evaluation on Writing Module 

in terms of User Friendliness 

 

V. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 
 
In this study, form four students’ evaluation towards 
the developed learning to learn writing module was 
significant in every feature. The total mean recorded 
above 3.00 showed that the respondents have positive 
evaluation on the writing module in terms of 
suitability, usefulness and user friendliness. It was 
also revealed that the writing module was able to help 
students in writing skill. In general, it can be revealed 
that the Writing Module developed was suitable, 
useful and user friendly to be used as an effective 
teaching and learning aids among the students. It 
gives opportunities to students to learn on their own 
pace and in a meaningful way. The module provides 
the students with 5 strategies to be used in writing in 
order to plan, organize and expand their ideas. In 
addition, the writing module provides students on 
language learning strategies and they become more 
motivated in learning writing.  
Thus, the result of the study can be used by teachers 
to determine the effect of learning to learn writing 
module in classroom setting in Malaysia among 
students in rural area in order to improve the 
students’ writing proficiency and competency. 
Students might learn the language based on their own 
level and various strategies to help them in writing 
tasks. They are able to use the language in classroom. 
Moreover, this study may provide a useful feedback 
and a deep insight into the use of this module in 
English language teaching in Malaysian Education.  
This study hoped that this would provide useful data 
for planning and designing writing module to suit the 
students’ proficiency level and identify language 
learning strategies among the students. Furthermore, 
every student is unique and they have different 
strategies and styles in learning and become a good 
language learner.  
In addition, it is a better initiative for teacher in 
helping the students to learn the language. The 
students’ learning is well facilitated when the teacher 
is on the right pace of teaching the students. To look 
upon this matter, the needs of language learning 
strategies need to be stressed and it is important to 
help the students in language learning. Thus to 
improve writing requires an effort from both teachers 
and students. Teachers can empower students, help 
them to write and find strategies that able to facilitate 
them in learning by designing a module that suit the 
students’ level and they can adapt with all the 
strategies in the learning process. 
It also provides an insight for educators to use variety 
of writing tasks that enables students to learn the 
language at their own pace and level. The need for 
preparing effective learning materials among 
educators provide the opportunity for students to 
learn the language using module that design to assist 
them in learning. It helps students to acquire basics 
skill especially for the weak students in order to learn 
the language. For that reason, the teachers play the 
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vital role to cope with all these problems. They have 
the responsibility for the students’ development in 
writing.  
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