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Abstract - This theoretical paper studies the influence of parents’ socio-economic status and environmental background on 
their children private tuition education in Mauritius. The discussion in the paper is based on the theoretical framework of 
Bronfenbrenner`s ecological system theory and the theory of human motivation (Abraham Maslow; 1943) theory. These 
theories are appropriate for the study because they allow the reader to understand how children’s private tuition education is 
significantly affected by the socio-economic statusand environment factors in the Mauritian case. Conclusions were drawn 
and the paper proposes some recommendations to curb private tuition in Mauritius 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Introduction (literature review): Private tuition has 
been operating parallel the mainstream free education 
system in Mauritius for decades. Various studies have 
whistle blown the severity of the issue in Mauritius 
(UNESCO, 1976; Foondun, 1992; Foondun, 2002; 
Bray, 1999; Bray, 2003). With time it has shown no 
sign of slowing down. Indeed, in Mauritius, as the 
mainstream education system has expanded, so has 
this shadow education system (Bray, 2009). Although 
private tuition can have certain positive effects on 
academic performance, it defeats the purpose of the 
free education system in Mauritius. It undermines the 
value of the mainstream free education system (Kwo 
and Bray, 2014; Yung, 2015), exacerbates 
educational and social inequality (Dang and Rogers, 
2008) and puts an additional burden on the lives of 
both students and parents (Cayubit et al., 2014; Park 
et al., 2011). Despite multiple attempts to remediate 
the situation, the measures have all proved to be 
ineffective (Bray and Bunly, 2005).  The motivation 
for taking private tuition as a means to improve 
academic performance is still unclear. While in some 
cases, private tuition has proved to be effective 
(Suleiman and Hussein, 2014;Tansel and Berberoglu, 
2014), some studies also found it to be ineffective. 
For instance, the study of Guill and Bos (2014) found 
that even when school grades and test results did not 
improve as a result of private tutoring, students and 
their parents are generally satisfied with the 
effectiveness of private tutoring. It is thus important 
to fully understand the motivation for private tuition 
to guide policy-makers in solving or at least limiting 
the current abuse of private tuition.  
 
Motivation: Motivation involves the biological, 
emotional, social and cognitive forces that activate 
behavior. The term motivation is frequently used to 

describe why a person does something and the factors 
that activate, direct, and sustain goal-directed 
behaviour (Nevid, 2013).  
 
Components of Motivation:  The major (Three) 
components of motivation are,  
 Activation, the decision to initiate a behaviour. 
 Persistence, the continued effort towards a goal 

even regardless of obstacles.  
 Intensity, is the concentration and vigor that goes 

into pursuing a goal.  
Some of the most important theories of motivation 
are as follows:  
1. Maslow’s Need Hierarchy Theory  
2. Herzberg’s Motivation Hygiene Theory  
3. McClelland’s Need Theory  
4. McGregor’s Participation Theory  
5. Urwick’s Theory Z  
6. Argyris’s Theory  
7. Vroom’s Expectancy Theory  
8. Porter and Lawler’s Expectancy Theory. 
  
For the purpose of this study, the author has 
considered the basic theory on motivation by Maslow 
and related this for the students’ and parents’ 
motivation to go for private tuitions. Generally, 
humans are powered by a desire to achieve goals, 
which gives them satisfaction.  Maslow (1943) has 
categorized the human needs into a hierarchy, for 
sure certain needs must be met before satisfying 
others.  i.e, lower needs must be satisfied before 
higher-order needs.  The figure below explains the 
order of needs in order to be met starting from the 
bottom of the diagram. The first basic needs (Starting 
from Bottom of the pyramid) Physiological needs 
such as food, shelter and clothing.  These are most 
important which motivated an human being to act to 
satisfy them. The next needs are the Safety needs, 
which are generally concerned with the environment 
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(home, school, office), which motivates the human 
being to learn how to adjust to the environment. The 
third motivators are, Love and belongingness needs 
play a role as motivators. The sense of belongingness 
will thrive an individual to move towards preserving 
a strong bondage within the groups.  Self-esteem, is 
the level confidence, achievement, deserving respect 
from society as a unique personality. These needs are 
considered as deprivation needs, which are 
motivators for an individual to perform. The last 
need, Self-actualization (the desire for self 
fulfilment), is the desire for one to become everything 
that one is capable of achieving.  This is not 
motivated by deficiency, rather, by desire for 
personal growth.  According to Maslow, very few 
percentage of people will reach this level. 
    

   
Fig.1. Maslow Theory of Motivation 

Source: Maslow, A. H. (1943). A Theory of Human Motivation 
Psychological Review,0(4), 370-96. 

 
The author tried to apply these hierarchy to 
understand how these motivators are influencing the 
students and parents to opt for private tuitions.  It is to 
be noted here, if the student and the parent are not 
able to meet the basic needs like, physiological needs, 
they may not be motivated to go for the private 
tuitions. Likewise, the safety needs. But love and 
belongingness, self-esteem needs can have a positive 
impact on the students and parents to prefer the 
private tuitions. But, this is possible only after 
satisfying the first two needs in the hierarchy 
(physiological and safety needs).  The esteem plays 
last role of something very extraordinary to achieve, 
like, having a good ranking at HSC level or get 
admission in a good university. Bronfenbrenner's 
Ecological System theory: This theory 
(Bronfenbrenner, 1979) is adopted in contour with 
Maslow theory to have more accuracy in 
understanding the motivators that can influence the 
private tuitions in Mauritius.  The figure 2 explains 
the ecological system as a motivator for an individual 
to act and achieve. The author observes, 
Bronfenbrenner’s theory is well suited for this 
understanding socio-economic and environmental 
factors influencing the private tuitions.  Especially, it 
allows reconstructing the different ecological systems 
relevant to private tutoring as well as the relations 
between these systems. The application of 

Bronfenbrenner’s terminology reveals, which systems 
and relations deserve greater consideration in further 
research. 

 
Figure2: Bronfenbrenner's Ecological System theory 

Source: Bronfenbrenner, U. (1979). The Ecology of Human 
Development: Experiments by Nature and Design. Cambridge, 

MA: Harvard University Press 
 
According to this theory, the individual with 
cognitive (e.g., knowledge, pre-concepts), 
motivational (e.g., goal orientations), emotional and 
volitional competences will perform to achieve 
something different from others.   Similar to Maslow 
theory, the Micro system, Messosystem, ecosystem 
and macro system will  affect the parent and student 
decision to go for private tuitions. 
Based on the above theories, the below diagram is 
computed to check and review the important 
motivators for the tuitions.  

 
Figure 3: Maslow Need Hierarchy in combination with 

Bronfenbrenner`s Ecological System. 
Source: Authors computation. 

 
Parents and students based their decisions towards 
private tuition based on the motivation which can be 
explained by the maslow hierarchy of needs. 
However, different students have different 
environment. The theory of ecological system depicts 
the environment around a students. These ecological 
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systems impacts the motivation of students to take 
private tuition.  
 
Macrosystem and Ecosystem  
The macrosystem and ecosystem indirectly influences 
the student’s motivation towards private tuition. For 
instance, there is a well-grounded culture of 
comparing and competing with peer group, relatives 
and kin group in the Mauritian society.  Bray (2003) 
also reported a few studies which claimed that asian 
cultures influenced by confucian traditions place a 
stronger emphasis on effort when compared to 
western societies which place stronger emphasis on 
ability. In Mauritius, it is well known that students 
from Chinese origin have been better performers 
academically. It could be that the other ethnic groups 
got into the system of private tuition by  imitating 
them.  Private tuition is an established norm in the 
society. Parents who don’t send their children for 
private tuition are considered to be neglecting their 
children or they are considered to be poor. Moreover, 
sending one’s child to a good private tutor is a matter 
of social prestige that confers a feeling of exclusivity. 
 
Microsystem and Mesosystem 
In the microsystem and mesosystem, the parents, 
school teachers, school system and peers have 
significant impact on student motivation towards 
private tuition.  As per the resource dilution model 
(Downey, 2001) siblings are competitors for parents' 
financial resources and so the fewer the better. With 
falling total fertility rate in Mauritius (Statistics 
Mauritius, 2016), families have less children on 
average.  Parent can invest more in private tuition 
where there is a perception of individual attention.  
Both parents tend to work in the modern Mauritian 
household. They now have two income but less time 
for their children. There is a growing feeling of 
inability to academically guide their children. They 
prefer to invest the additional income in their 
children’s education in the form of investment in 
private tuition to succeed well in examinations. 
Examinations are gateway to future educational and 
labour market opportunities under the current system. 
Some teachers on purpose delay the syllabus 
completion in order to persuade students to come for 
private tuition. Other teachers assume that students 
are already taking private tuition and they are well-
versed into the lesson. Consequently, they do not 
teach well. Moreover, students who take private 
tuition often disturbs the classroom environment. 
Thus, students not taking private tuition are penalized 
and in turn, are obliged to go for private tuition. Most 
schools in Mauritius are single gender Private tuition 
provides an opportunity for adolescents to meet their 
peers, especially from the other gender. For most 
students, taking tuitions gives them freedom of 
movement during weekends that they would not have 
otherwise. 
 

Socio-Economic Status  
Due to limited income, children from low socio-
economic status families cannot afford private tuition. 
They concentrate on physiological needs and safety 
needs in life.  Children from lower middle socio-
economic status, go for private tuition to have a 
change to get out of poverty (safety needs). When 
they move to better socioeconomic status, they feel 
for integrated in society (social belongingness needs). 
They take private tuition for genuine reasons to 
improve their academic performance to keep up with 
mainstream academic expectations. Parent from this 
group invest in private tuition because they believe 
that the current education system is not fully effective 
in improving the academic performance of their 
children given that disadvantaged students needs 
more personal attention which students do not benefit 
from in formal public schools.  
 
Children from upper middle socio-economic status 
with good socioeconomics background go for private 
tuition to maintain competitive educational advantage 
and social status (esteem needs). Parent send their 
children to private tuition to maintain social 
dominance. They also choose private tuition for 
belongingness needs. At private tuition they can 
socialize with other friends and students from 
different genders. Very high ability students take 
private tuition because of the competitive education 
system and laureate system. They want to maximize 
their own potential (self-actualization). However, 
most students from high socio-economic status 
choose fully private school where they find no need 
to take private tuition. The overall observation of this 
study gives rise to the assumption that, parental belief 
about the achievement is generally influenced by 
socio-economic and environmental factors. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Private tuition is social disease embedded in 
Mauritian Education system. In spite of all its 
implications, legally restricting private tuition sounds 
implausible. In addition to the grumble of parents 
which is considered to be politically unwise, banning 
or limiting private tuition can go against the spirit of 
the Article 26 of the Universal Declaration (United 
Nations 1948) which states that “parents have a prior 
right to choose the kind of education that shall be 
given to their children”. Restricting private tuition 
can also entails legal implications. In 2000 for 
example, the South Korean Constitutional Court ruled 
the law prohibiting private tutoring to be 
unconstitutional, on the grounds that it “restricts the 
learning children’s and juvenile’s right to free 
development of personality, parents’ right to educate 
children, and the occupational freedom and the right 
to pursue happiness of the person who wishes to 
provide extracurricular lessons (Constitutional Court 
of Korea: 2000).  Indeed, various countries has been 
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adopting different strategies to damper the situation, 
but the measures have hardly proved to be effective 
(Bray, 2009). For example, in Egypt, in spite of the 
prohibition, private tuition “is widely practiced 
because of the low, almost nonexistent legal risk 
associated with it”. It is difficult to enforce the 
restriction given that the motives for private tuition is 
strongly affected by cultural and social factors 
(perception as effective in providing physiological 
and safety needs in the future and esteem needs for 
status attainment,) anchored as a norm in the 
Mauritian society, it is not easy to find solutions to 
social problems. Parents perceive private tuition so 
useful to the extent that in Mauritius they send their 
children for private tuition in Standard 4 even though 
it is illegal.   
 
There is a cry for change in the education paradigm. 
As per Obeegadoo (2001) the high prevalence of 
private tuition is a symptom of ineffectiveness of the 
main stream education system. The problem of 
underperforming teachers should be tackled with 
more visits by “educational inspectors” since due to 
asymmetric information it is difficult to cope with 
moral hazard in recruiting educators. Surely, the 
inefficiency of teachers in schools represents the 
inefficiency of inspectors who are responsible to 
ensure a proper teaching-learning process in formal 
schools. A more rigid teacher evaluation system 
should be set up.  
 
The nine years schooling is one of the policies 
proposed by the government to reduce the abuse of 
private tuition which involves lowering the “race” for 
excellent secondary institutions at CPE. However, the 
nine years schooling will only postpone the 
competition to Grade 9. Educationalists have even 
argued that the proposed system will only exacerbate 
the demand for private tuition, where students in 
addition to Grade 5 and 6, will take private tuition at 
lower secondary level (Grade 7,8 and 9) also. An 
alternative system with less competition and the 
streaming system should be adopted to increase 
satisfaction in the mainstream system and reduce 
need for private tuition. When students are able to 
learn (through private tuition) beyond school hours 
and even during the holiday, it high time to question 
the actual schooling hours and length of school terms 
in the current education system. The normal school 
hours could be extended and school holidays could be 
reduced in order to include more extracurricular 
activities where students can socialize with friends.   
To conclude, as a remedy this socio-cultural problem, 
policy-makers should aim at educating the population 
on the cost and benefits associated with private 
tuition. It is probable that the negative effects can 
overweight the positive. 
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