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Abstract- The main goal of this study is to have a deep look at the growing popularity of English Language in Uzbekistan in 
recent years. Moreover, the study compares the trends and statistics in the first year of the country’s independence with the 
current circumstances in the country. Further, there will be discussed and analyzed what factors forced the language increase 
in demand and popularity. Besides, we will have a look at the periods of fluctuation and slowdowns. Moreover, there will be 
highlighted the various steps the language has overcome, from being one of the foreign languages to claiming of being the 
second language.   
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Just after collapsing Soviet Union Uzbekistan, among 
other neighbor countries, got its independence. And 
that meant the end of socialistic regime and the 
introduction of capitalistic form of society. Therefore, 
English as a world’s business language stepped into 
the country along with capitalism and its investments 
in the first years of independence back to mid-1990s. 
And that was the first invasion wave of English into 
newly reconstructed country. This period will be 
discussed in details during the study. Secondly, there 
will be discussed fluctuation period within the early 
2000s. However, the language continued gaining its 
popularity among the learners, despite the fact that it 
passed its early bloom period. Finally, there will be 
studied the recent boom and surprisingly increased 
demand in language. 
 
II. MAIN PART 
 
A. Need for professionals 
Just after the independence got from USSR 
Uzbekistan felt a great demand in International 
language speakers. Even though there used to be 
enough number of professionals during the Soviet 
period, after 1991 Uzbekistan government started 
establishing political relationships with many western 
countries which gave an even bigger need for western 
language speakers, especially for English. Moreover, 
Uzbekistan being newly established open country 
attracted foreign investors from all major business 
sectors. On the other hand, first wave of curious 
tourists came and many people from all around the 
globe decided to come and discover the country 
which was extremely hard to visit for the last 75 years 
(during the Soviet Union period).  And all this 
growing interest for the country needed professional 
response from the country itself.  Moreover, the 
Government set major and minor regulations in 
several spheres, especially in education. The most 
radical step made [1] (Country studies. 1997)in 

September 1993, Uzbekistan announced plans to 
switch its alphabet from Cyrillic, which by that time 
had been in use for more than fifty years, to a script 
based on a modified Latin alphabet similar to that 
used in Turkey. According to plans, the transition 
would be complete by the year 2000. The primary 
reason for the short deadline is the urgent need to 
communicate with the outside world using a more 
universally understood alphabet. Another fact that 
determines the situation at those times is that several 
foreign oriented schools were founded, such as [2] 
“French school in Uzbekistan” which was opened in 
1997 by French parents in Tashkent. And several 
languages are chosen to teach including English.  [3] 
In addition, Tashkent Ulugbek International School 
(TUIS) which was a member of the European Council 
of International Schools was opened in 1995.The 
main goal of TUIS is to supply the highest standards 
of international education the children of accredited 
diplomats, foreign businessmen, and children of 
citizens of Uzbekistan. The task of TUIS is to create 
an international academic program, which allows the 
children of diplomats, who often move from one 
country to another, easier access to the educational 
processes beyond Uzbekistan, and also to continue 
their education in the universities of Uzbekistan. Just 
after the independence Government established 
national universities oriented to foreign languages, 
especially English. Most of them established in the 
early 1990s. [4] “Uzbekistan State University of 
World Languages was first established by the Decree 
of President of Republic of Uzbekistan Islam 
Karimov in the year of 1992 on 12 May.”  [5] “The 
University of World Economy and Diplomacy was 
established by the initiative of the President of 
Uzbekistan on September 23, 1992 as the first higher 
educational institution of independent Uzbekistan”  
Despite the fact that English was gaining popularity 
in the country, overall image of the language was as 
one of the foreign languages among French, German 
and etc. And on this basis the first part of the journey 
has ended for English language. 
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B. Years of steady grow 
During the 90s English hoped to gain extreme 
popularity in the country. This conclusion made by 
various sources and experts, for example Library of 
Congress’s Country Study project over Uzbekistan 
noted: “Uzbekistan's linguistic policies also were 
moving toward the West. In the early 1990s, the 
study of English has become increasingly common, 
and many policy makers expressed the hope that 
English will replace Russian as the language of 
international communication in Uzbekistan.” 
However, it didn’t happen so soon as it was expected. 
In the second half of 90s and the beginning of 2000s 
another trend came. Local business sectors opened up 
so called education centers focusing on several school 
programs and IT technology, but still English as a 
subject turn out to be the most popular among all 
other subjects. 
 
C. Trend in recent years 
[6] During the mid-2000s more and more attention 
paid on development of infrastructure of learning the 
language. So the hours English learned at schools 
also increased from averagely 40 hours in early 1990s 
to 120 hours in mid-2000s per study year. And 
changes could be seen not only in numbers but in the 
approach of “People’s education ministry of 
Uzbekistan”. In the educational regulation made in 
2004 PE ministry set its main goals to learn English: 
During the learning of foreign language (English in 
this case) pupil should gain knowledge regarding 
learning language’s country, its culture and history. 
So, by having a knowledge and deep notion about 
cultural identity and lifestyle of these countries (UK, 
The USA, Australia, Canada and etc.) a pupil will 
find it easy to communicate with the outside world. 
These reforms have been giving its results in the 
country. Besides the image of the country has been 
improved for outside world and professionals seeking 
an opportunity in Uzbekistan. One international 
source determines the educational image of 
Uzbekistan as follows: [7] since gaining 
independence from the Soviet Union in 1991, 
Uzbekistan has worked towards strengthening its 
economic relations with many western powers, and 
consequently has invested heavily in English 
language training.  Recently there has been a major 
shift from Russian to English with all teachers and 
students having English lessons. It used to be that 
Russian was a second language but this status is 
being eroded by English as the leadership move for 
closer ties with the West with, for example, more 
English programs on television than before. And 
finally during the past 5 years it was witnessed how 
English language became extremely popular among 

youth and attractive sphere for business running. 
From 2012 to 2016 there was a burst increase in 
numbers of Education Centers established. And this 
phenomenon can be explained by huge increase in 
demand for the language.  
 
 The table of Education System in Uzbekistan 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
As conclusion it can be highlighted that during the 
first years of independence there were small number 
of business sectors or opportunities which could 
demand English speakers, so English was among 
other foreign languages in terms of their importance. 
However, over the years Uzbekistan and its economy 
became more and more open for foreign inter-
beneficial long term deals, which gave a room for 
more English speaking professionals. And as a chain 
reaction it needed more educational institutions to 
prepare those professionals, at first government sector 
was quite enough to capture the volume of people 
willing to study English. As time went by, more non-
governmental education institutions known as 
education centers has been dealing with the great 
number of students.  
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