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Abstract: The main objectives of this article are to 1) To study the role and freedom of the press regarding communications 
and opinion expression. 2) To study the problems and difficulties of communication and information revelation of press after 
military revolution by making documentary research derived from articles and other researches regarding role, right and 
freedom of the press in Thailand and other countries. The research sources are also from website and many sources of 
information about laws that limit or restrict freedom of the press.The research result indicates the methods on conduct for the 
press after Military Revolution 2014 regarding right and freedom of the press during revolution era as following points; 
1. The military government restricts right and freedom of the press in various aspects because government believes that the 
communications and opinion expression of the press including online media may cause the division among people in the 

country. 
2. The government controls and bans various platforms of press dissemination especially when there are any facts or 
information that may affect the peace and public order. 
3. The government always cultivates people to believe and have positive attitude towards government. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 
Due to the political conflict among 2 major groups of 

people in Thailand, including government side and 

the opposition, both sides had made the protest and 

acted the violence against each other. They illegally 

possessed weapons such as M79 Grenade Launcher 

which had caused 23 people killed, over hundred 

injured and some were disabled. From that severe 

protest, the military could not ignore since the severe 

damage might occur in the country if the protest still 

continued.    

One of main reason behind the protest are press and 

journalists who motivated people of their own side by 
cultivating bias, sharing fault information through 

various platforms of media such as LINE, Facebook, 

or broadcasting media. These motivations had leaded 

to the hatred and the disharmony among people. 

The first group who organized the protest was the 

opposition. They opposed to government’s policy and 

working process in which they joined together to 

make a protest about 6 months before the revolution. 

The second group had gathered to support the 

government at that time just a several weeks before 

the revolution.  And when 2 groups of people had 
joined together at the same time, the soldiers who are 

responsible for national peace and order presumed 

that the confrontation between 2 sides would cause 

huge damage and loss to the nation and people in the 

country. 

From that strained situation, the military declared the 

Martial Law on 20 May 2014. They took control of 

the government and suspended the constitution 2 days 

after the martial law declaration. The soldiers have 

moved to many areas to preserve capital city and took 

over many government offices and major 

organizations by using various types of emergency 

measures which mainly related to press and 

journalism. They started to control all information, 
fact and news. The suppression of press and news 

arose unprecedentedly and the online media started to 

be intervened. 

After the revolution in May 2014, Thai army had a 

major force on press and journalism and started to get 

rid of press freedom by censoring, threatening, 

domestic and international press intervention and 

especially by dictatorial law which could be 

considered as Thailand had entered into 

totalitarianism regarding freedom of the press and 

information access. 

Under the tense situation, social and government 
pressure grew on Thai press. Besides, the political 

conflict which has penetrated deeply in people mind 

which is the main factor of the revolution has divided 

press into 2 sides, one was the opposition and another 

one was the press who have tried to conquer all 

conflicts. 

From the mentioned introduction, it can be assumed 

that press and journalism who have main role to 

report news, reveal facts and provide information to 

people in the country for the prompt communications 

and people’s entertainment has been intervened, 
controlled and unable to work rightly. The researcher 

believes that if all press could be able to reveal true 

information without any bias or distortion which 

leaded to the hatred, the protest might not be 

happened neither the Military revolution nor the 

restriction of press freedom. 

 

II. DETAILS EXPERIMENTAL  

 

2.1. Literature Review 

This research derives from at least 2 theories which 

are 
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1) Public communications theory 

2) The mediation of journalism as well as researches 
which are related to domestic and international mass 

communications. 

 

2.2. Research Methodology 

This research is based on the study and information 

gathering from all related and reliable sources by 

studying from academic articles and textbooks and by 

studying from previous researches regarding the 

information communications and technology in 

Thailand and other countries, websites and other 

sources of information related to the revolution as 

well as law and regulation of Thailand and also from 
secondary research by conducting In Depth Interview 

with people who work in public communications 

fields. 

From literature review, the relationship and factors 

related to research objectives can be divided into; 

 

 

 

 
 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

The Suppression of Press: After the military 

revolution, the military government had invited 

editors from 18 leading media companies including 

major daily newspaper, both Thai and English. The 

main objective behind the invitation was to convince 

all journalists not to publish or criticize the revolution 

or the military government in which most of the 

conversation happened within army camps. From 

military government point of view, they have thought 
that some journalists are the serious threats to the 

army and military government image. They also 

called for the suppression of broadcasting from 

satellite and cable television networks which were the 

affiliates of any of both sides. 

 

By having announcement from government that “The 

public dissemination and the media distribution 

which would affect national order was strictly 

prohibited.” The prohibition also included the 

dissemination of the distorted information, the 
content that might lead to the disharmony within 

kingdom or the message which might cause fright and 

national disorder. “Any actions which are in defiance 
of the government and National Council for Peace 

and Order are also prohibited.” The military 

government also put all journalists not to interview 

any government officers who were taking position at 

that time in order, since it might lead to the conflict, 

distortion or confusion in the country. The immediate 

shutdown had taken place if there were any 

disobedience. 

The suppression of press also includes the 

information expression via internet and digital 

platforms by commanding all internet servers to stop 

dissemination of any information which can distort, 
motivate and incite people to reject military 

government. They are also forced to report 

themselves to the Office of The National 

Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commissions. 

News and Information Restriction: On the revolution 

date, the military government issued many notices to 

restrict the operation of press. They impede the 

freedom of information and news reporting by issuing 

many announcements targeting on press and online 

media and applying one main reason in almost every 

announcement that “To protect the dissemination of 
distorting information to public which will lead to the 

misunderstanding and the disharmony within 

kingdom.” 

All announcements were in regard to freedom of the 

press. There were many warning regarding the 

prohibition of publishing, distribution and 

dissemination of news and information that might 

lead to the conflict and national order. The 

prohibition also included the libel and the criticism 

towards National Council for Peace and Order, the 

officers of National Council for Peace and Order and 

related people. 
The restriction was very excessive when the army 

ordered all broadcasting networks to immediately 

stop broadcasting on 20 May 2014 as well as the 

invasion of soldiers into at least 10 television stations 

to ban the broadcasting. Many soldiers were also sent 

to temporarily stationed at many television stations. 

In addition to the shutdown order of many radio and 

television stations, the announcement on prohibition 

of the publishing of news and information which 

might affect the operation of the coup was also issued 

since then. 
Believes and Attitude Cultivation: The main reason 

behind every shutdown order of broadcasting stations 

was “to disseminate the right information to people 

without any distortion which will lead to the 

misunderstanding of people and affect the national 

order”, by sending soldiers to temporarily site at 

broadcasting stations. Moreover, many network 

servers and satellite stations were commanded to stop 

broadcasting with the same reason which was to 

protect the fault or distorting information to spread 

out in the country which would cause 

misunderstanding and major conflict. 

 

Role and Freedom of the Press 

 

1) The suppression of 

press 

2) News and information 

restriction 

3) Believes and attitude 

cultivation 
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During the media shutdown period, instead of 

allowing the television to run the test card or release 
the empty signal (black screen), the army forced all 

televisions to broadcast the announcements of 

National Council for Peace and Order in which the 

broadcasting of other programs and announcements 

which were not from the council are prohibited. This 

situation had been happened for many days since the 

army wanted to ensure people in the country that 

there would not be any multiple revolution.  

On the date of Martial Law announcement, the army 

and the military government used Facebook as the 

main communication channel. After that, General 

Prayuth Chan-ocha, the leader of National Council 
for Peace and Order started to appear on television in 

the weekly program called “Bring back happiness to 

Thailand”. Every television and radio stations is 

forced to broadcast this program in which Gen. 

Prayuth had given speech regarding the working 

process of military government in every week. The 

first tape of this program was broadcasted on 22 May 

2014 in which the main content was the reason 

behind the revolution. 

This program was like a propaganda to cultivate 

positive attitude towards the revolution. There were 
many television content creators were ordered to 

write script to build positive image towards the 

country. There were many TV dramas were produced 

in which the scripts were written to convince people 

to believe that the military revolution is the normal 

situation and create positive effects to the country. 

Logo of the Thai Royal Army was also tied in every 

program that broadcasted during that period. And 

This program like a Corporate Social Responsibility 

or CSR encourages more social and environmental 

responsibility from the corporate sector at a time 

when the crisis has damaged consumer confidence 
and the levels of trust in business. 

(KijpokinKasemsap) 

Though the military government had strictly 

restricted the operation of press, there were many 

journalists, columnists and editors who used social 

media or private website as the tools to share facts or 

information which could not be expressed through 

their affiliating station. And even those journalists 

had declared that their private posts or opinions were 
not the responsibility of the station in which they 

were employed, the military still forced the media 

stations to limit or restrict the private posts from their 

own journalists or employees even in private 

channels.And in summary, the important function of 

media and press is to keep up a surveillance of all the 

happenings, and to act as a correlation of parts of 

society (Laswell, 1948, 1960) as well as to entertain 

and create a mean of escape from the stress of 

everyday life. (Wright, 1959).And it can be seen that 

abundant of pressure always grows on press and 

media and mostly from economic power, political 
factor, law and other institutions rather than from 

audiences and public. 
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