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Abstract: This research studies on the factors influencing university students to choose to study Japanese by using Suan 
Sunandha Rajabhat University's students who registered for Japanese language in Academic Year 2016 as the samples with 
the objectives to study on the differences of motivations among students who choose to study Japanese language, and to 
study on the differences of motivations among students who choose to study Japanese language as major subject and elective 
subject, and then adapt it for the teaching and learning in order to make it in accordance with the target audience, as well as 
to promote the motivation on studying for students. From the study, it is found for the intrinsic motivation that the highest 
average among Japanese major students is to travel to Japan. For the extrinsic motivation, they have their intentions to 
develop their Japanese language skill in order to be more skillful. For the elective students, the intrinsic motivation is to 
travel to Japan, but for the extrinsic motivation, they think that Japanese language can be used for benefits in the future. 
From this result of study, the motivation of each student is acknowledged. With this reason, the instructor can apply it to 
promote motivation and attitude, and it can be used to create activities for teaching and learning which are consistent with 
students' motivations to get attention. Additionally, it can be used to encourage students for effective language learning in 
order to improve language learning achievement. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
At present, technological advances in the world of 
globalization has progressed. English, the second 
language, is very necessaryin an education. It is 
evident from the fact that English is taught to children 
in the basic level of education. And in many 
institutions, a third language is added for students 
from junior high school. For example; Chinese etc. 
Moreover, in the future, there will be additional 
countries joining ASEAN together; China, Japan and 
Korea. Hence, the third language is a lot more 
interesting since the difference in social, culture and 
business competition. Aside from Chinese language 
which is very famous among students, Japanese 
language is also at the same spot. Many Japanese’s 
tourist attractions, food and culture attract Thais to 
study their language. Educational institutions 
nowadays have a tendency to teach the Japanese as a 
third language much more from the past. 
According to the survey’s result from the Japan 
Foundation Bangkok in 2016 about the studying 
Japanese in Thailand, the result shows that 606 
Japanese institutions and the students over 173,817 
lives. There increased from the 2012 survey to 34.1 
percent. It clearly indicates that there are many 
people who interesting in learning Japanese as a third 
language. In recent years, the focus on teaching has 
shifted from the teacher to the learner.(Suwaree 2014) 
Thailand is affected from Japanese’s social and 
culture in many ways, for example, traveling in Japan, 
Japanese company doing business in Thailand and 
entertainments such as Cartoon and Movie, etc. 
Therefore, There are more and more students in each 
year and also many variations between the students in 
the same segment. Researcher interests in studying 

the students’ motivation in learning Japanese in order 
to use the result of the research to apply with the 
lesson planning. The students will enjoy and pay 
more attention to the class since the classroom serves 
what they really want which is to learn Japanese as a 
third language. Studying efficiency will improve 
greatly, this will allow the students to be able to 
utilize their skills in future jobs among all the 
business competitions. 

 
1.1. The Objective of the Research 
1.1.1 To compare the motivation of Japanese major 

students and non-major-in Japanese student’s 
in learning Japanese language. 

1.1.2 To develop the teachingstrategies that could 
enhancethe motivation to learn Japanese 
language. 

 
1.2. Materials and Procedures 
1.2.1The target group was students who enrolled in 

Japanese language course of the Humanities 
and social science at 
SuanSunandhaRajabhatuniversity during the 
first semester of the academic year 2016. 

1.2.2 The group of students who enrolled in Japanese 
language course are Japanese major, English 
major and Tourism management major. 

 
II. LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
Motivation of Learning Foreign Language 
Motivation and learning international language is a 
Social Dynamics. There are almost always changes in 
many ways such as social, business and politics. 
Technological progression affects the daily life to 
become more complex than the past. New generations 
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interact with others better. There are various 
categories from before, such as paying attention to 
information from online media, using the internet and 
using the modern communication tools, all of these 
widen out the visions further. The old-school teaching 
may not be enough to serve the students’ need, 
especially learning a third language. Teachers must 
have a teaching strategy to be able to create the 
motivation for the students in order to get the full 
potential from the learning process. Motivation has 
been recognized from the academic circle long time 
ago, that it is the important psychological element for 
learning. The motivated people are enthusiastic and 
struggle to get the job done.  Masgoret& Gardner 
(2003) said that, having a good motivation in learning 
language helps the learners to be an enthusiasm and 
endeavor person; they will learn the language 
intentionally and willingly. Moreover, the learners’ 
motivation is the key that helps finding the suitable 
strategy for learning language. This will lead to the 
better grade which is very different for the low 
motivated person. It can be said that if the learners 
have high motivation in learning such as always 
paying attention and is willing to success, they will 
most likely have a high grade. According to Gardner 
(1985), the important of having a motivation in 
learning language will help build the good attitudes 
which leads to the better grade. The qualities of the 
learner that has a good motivation are 1) be 
enthusiastic in learning language. 2) be willing to 
attempt in learning activities. 3) be glad to support the 
learning activities. And also the learners must work 
hard to success in learning language.    
 
Gardner (1985) suggested that, although, motivation 
is a complex factor, it is able to develop the learning 
for the learners in order to success in learning 
language. Since, the motivation is combined from the 
effort and the demand to reach the goal. He suggested 
that, there are two kinds of motivation, first is the 
Integrative Motivation; learners who want to learn the 
language because they want to get to know the people 
who speak that language, and also interested in the 
culture associated with that language. Second is the 
Instrumental Motivation; learners who want to learn 
the language to progress such as having a job, having 
a high salary and getting the better score from the 
tests, etc. Many researchers consider that the 
Integrative Motivation is the Intrinsic Motivation; 
learners study language because they want or satisfy 
to learn the language without thinking about the 
benefit in return. On the other hand, the Instrumental 
Motivation is similar to the Extrinsic Motivation; 
learners study language because they want something 
in return such as the price, or they study because of 
their friend invite them to. (YuppakaFugushima et al., 
2013) The research has also found that the 
Instrumental Motivation is the main factor which is 
the direct impact for the international language 

learning, and also is an important power that helps 
learning achieve the success.  
Falk (1978) and Finegan (1999) explained their 
understanding about the Intrinsic Motivation as 
follows, it assists the learners achieve what they want 
since they like and admire the people and their 
culture, and have a desire to become familiar with or 
even integrate into the society in which the language 
is used. It is the advantage for having a social 
interaction and to success in the operation in target 
social. As for the Extrinsic Motivation, Hudson 
(2002) said that, it assists the learners to obtain 
something substantial which is able to use in learning 
second language such as, meeting the requirement for 
school or university graduation, applying for a job, 
requesting higher pay based on language ability, 
reading technical material and translation work or 
achieving the higher social status. 
From what has mentioned above about the type of 
Intrinsic Motivation and Extrinsic Motivation. Both 
of them affect the learner’s attempt in learning 
language differently, which also affect the learner’s 
behavior in learning language diversely. 
 
III. RESEARCH METHOD 
 
This research is a survey and conducted by 
questionnaire to study the Intrinsic and extrinsic 
motivation in learning Japanese languageof students 
majoring in Japanese and non-major-in Japanese. 

 
3.1. Population and samples are used in the 
research 
The population of this research was 353 students of 
the Humanities and social science at 
SuanSunandhaRajabhatUniversity who enrolled in 
Japanese language course in the first semester 2016. 
The students are majoring in Japanese, English, and 
Tourism Management. 

 
3.2. Instrument for research 
The instrument used was a questionnaire of rating 
scale, closed-ended questions, created to collect data 
of intrinsic and extrinsicmotivation inlearning 
Japanese language. 
3.3. Analysis information 
The collected data were analyzed by using the SPSS 
for Windows program as follows: 
 

1. Mean and Percentage used in analyzing the 
demographics of the respondents included of 
sex, education status (year of study) and major. 

2. Mean and Standard Deviation for calculating 
the data on intrinsic motivation and extrinsic 
motivation. 

3. 3.Statistics of One-way ANOVA used in 
analyzing the comparison of Japanese-major 
and Non-Japanese-major student’s learning 
motivation. 
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IV. RESEARCH  RESULTS 
 
4.1 Intrinsic Motivation  in learning Japanese. 

Intrinsic Motivation x̅ 

x̅ x̅ 
sig. major Non-

major 

Studying Japanese helps me to understand Japanese TV shows, movies etc. 4.22 4.49 4.04 .000* 
I am interested in Japan and its culture. 4.42 4.52 4.35 .031* 
I want to be able to read the Japanese magazines or manga.  4.24 4.50 4.06 .000* 
I want to be able to read Japanese newspapers or appreciate literature. 4.04 4.29 3.86 .000* 
I want to sing Japanese songs correctly. 3.81 4.20 3.53 .000* 

I want to understand Japanese lyrics. 4.06 4.38 3.83 .000* 

I want to communicate with Japanese friends by direct conversation or in 
social media.  4.31 4.58 4.11 .000* 

I want to have Japanese friends. 4.19 4.48 3.98 .000* 
I learn Japanese because I like the Japanese anime and games. 3.56 3.58 3.55 .794 
I am interested in Japanese entertainers. 3.21 3.28 3.17 .370 

I want to go to study in Japan. 3.95 4.28 3.72  
I want to go for work in Japan.  4.09 4.17 4.04 .208 
I want to travel in Japan 4.69 4.69 4.69 .949 
I am interested in learning Japanese Language. 4.33 4.45 4.24 .010* 

I want to try learning other languages besides English. 4.33 4.24 4.39 .086 
I am interested in the difference between Thai and Japanese language. 3.98 3.96 3.99 .737 

I am interested in Japanese advanced technology. 4.08 4.03 4.11 .368 

I want to understand about the different culture. 4.12 4.12 4.12 .959 
I think Japanese is one of the important languages of the world. 3.89 3.94 3.86 .407 

I want to understand the sentiment of Japanese people. 3.85 3.86 3.84 .811 

I enjoy coming to Japanese class. 3.92 3.95 3.90 .553 

Total 4.06 4.19 3.97  
Table1: Intrinsic Motivation in learning Japanese and Comparing between groups 

 
The table shows the mean of the Intrinsic Motivation 
affects the motivation in learning Japanese. The first 
blank is the overall motivation of the sample of group. 
The top 5 of mean are, 1) I want to travel in Japan, 2) 
I am interested in Japan and its culture, 3) I am 
interested in learning Japanese and other languages 
besides English, 4) I want to communicate with 
Japanese friend by direct question or social media, 5) 
I want to be able to read the Japanese magazines and 
manga. 
When compare the Major students with the Non-
Major students, the top 5 of motivations are quite 
different. The first mean that both groups have the 
same is,  
1) I want to travel in Japanese. Next below for the 

Major students are,  
2) I want to communicate with Japanese friend by 

Face to face or social media,  
3) I am interested in Japanese and its culture.  
4) I want to be able to read the Japanese 

magazines and manga.  

5) I want to have a Japanese friend. 
 
In the meantime, Miner students want to travel in 
Japanese the most, next below, wants to learn other 
language than English. 3) I am interested in Japanese 
and its culture, 4) I am interested in learning Japanese 
language, and 5) I want to understand the different 
culture.  
 
Metaphorical consideration from the statistic found 
that the Intrinsic Motivation that affects the different 
motivation between groups, according to the statistic 
at 0.05 are as follow: Studying Japanese helps me to 
understand Japanese TV shows, movies etc., I want to 
read the magazines or manga, I want to read the 
Japanese newspaper or appreciate the literature, I 
want to sing a Japanese song correctly, I want to 
understand the Japanese lyrics, I want to 
communicate with Japanese friend by face to face or 
social media and I want to have a Japanese friend.

 
4.2Extrinsic Motivation  in learning Japanese. 

Extrinsic Motivation x̅ 
x̅ x̅ 

sig. major Non-
major 

Someone in my family wants me to do well in Japanese class. 3.18 3.16 3.20 .772 

Friends invite me to learn Japanese. 2.26 2.05 2.41 .005* 
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Extrinsic Motivation x̅ 
x̅ x̅ 

sig. major Non-
major 

I think Japan is a country with economic power. 4.09 4.07 3.99 .334 
Japanese is valuable in the future. 4.53 4.58 4.49 .229 

I think the Japanese learners have advantage over the others 4.31 4.36 4.28 .348 

Learning Japanese is easy, that makes me get a good grade. 2.98 2.87 3.06 .111 
Japanese is useful in getting a good job. 4.45 4.52 4.40 .133 

Japanese is necessary for further study or is the basic for the advanced 
education. 4.15 4.27 4.06 .018* 

Japanese is useful in daily life. 3.88 3.95 3.83 .205 

I am willing to improve my Japanese skills. 4.44 4.61 4.32 .000* 

I am interested in University’s Japanese courses. 3.50 3.41 3.57 .106 
Japanese Curriculum is suitable for my requirements. 3.94 3.85 4.01 .062 
Being proficient in Japanese makes other people compliment me. 2.88 2.82 2.93 .385 

Total 3.74 3.73 3.74  
Table2: Extrinsic Motivation in learning Japanese and Comparing between groups 

 
The Extrinsic Motivation affects the motivation in 
learning Japanese from the sample group, the top 5 is, 
1.) Japanese is valuable in the future, 2) Japanese is 
useful in getting a good job, 3.) I am willing to 
improve Japanese skills, 4) I think the Japanese 
learners have advantage over the others in social, 5.) 
Japanese is necessary for further study or is the basic 
for the advanced education.  The Major students’ 
Extrinsic Motivations are, 1) I am willing to improve 
Japanese skills, 2) Japanese is valuable in the future, 
3) Japanese is useful in getting a good job, 4) I think 
the Japanese learners have an advantage over others 
in social, 5) Japanese is necessary for further study or 
is the basic for the advanced education. The Non-
Major students’ Extrinsic Motivations are, 1)  
Japanese is valuable in the future, 2) Japanese is 
useful in getting a good job, 3) I am willing to 
improve Japanese skills, 4) I think Japanese learners 
have an advantage over others in social, 5) Japanese 
is necessary for further study or is the basic for the 
advanced education, which is the same way as the 
overall Extrinsic Motivation of sample group. 
Metaphorical consideration from the statistic found 
that the Extrinsic Motivation that affects the different 
motivation between groups, according to the statistic 
at 0.05 is as follow: Friends invite me to learn 
Japanese and I am willing to improve Japanese skills. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
From The study shows that the mean of the Intrinsic 
Motivation or Integrative Motivation is more than the 
mean level of the Extrinsic Motivation or the 
Instrumental Motivation. Anyway, the highest level 
of the motivation is “I want to travel in Japan”. 
Nevertheless, the two group of students (Major and 
Non-Major students) were analyzed which shows that 
the motivation is different between groups. The 
Major students’ priorities are about the Japan; want to 
communicate with Japanese people and having a 
Japanese friend which is obviously an Intrinsic 

Motivation. However, the Non-Major students, next 
below from the want to travel in Japanese, they 
interest in Japan, its cultureand the Japanese language 
as a third language besides English. It can be said 
that, they are motivated by the desire of learning 
language and culture more than desiring to interact 
with the Japanese. When consider the different from 
the statistic found that, both groups had a mean 
difference of 4.19 and 3.97, with statistical 
significance at 0.05.  There are about the desire to be 
able to read  Japanese book, magazine or singing, 
listening Japanese song, watch movie in Japanese 
which is all about the Japan’s entertainment. Also, the 
other point is, to interact with the Japanese, the desire 
to communicate with Japanese friend by face to face 
or social media and want to have a Japanese friend. 
The Extrinsic Motivation in learning language. Both 
groups are alike which is, assuming that Japanese can 
be valuable to the job and the education in the future. 
When going out to the outside world, they will have 
an advantage over others. However, the Major 
students have the motivation to be better at Japanese 
more than hoping to use it in the future. In the 
researcher’s opinion that, since they, Major students, 
choose it to be a Major, they need to have a lot of 
effort to be able to learn and meet the requirement for 
the test before thinking about the future job. Compare 
with the Non-major students which they choose 
Japanese because they, themselves interest it. 
Metaphorical consideration from the statistic, there 
are only two motivations that is different from the 
statistic, firstly, learning Japanese because invited by 
friend and be willing to get better at Japanese. When 
all motivational topics were combined to see the 
average, the top three of the majors were consists of 
Intrinsic Motivation and e Extrinsic Motivation.There 
are  “I want to travel in Japan”, “I am willing to 
improve Japanese skills” and  “hoping to use it in the 
future”.and The non-major students, In addition to the 
Japanese tourism is the first. It will be of use in the 
future. And want to learn other languages other than 
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English. However, Motivation in language learning 
determines the extent to which learning is involved 
and promotes learning of foreign languages. Highly 
motivated language instruction encourages students 
to interact with native speakers. This will improve the 
language abilities for the learner. And Learners in 
different contexts have different motivations for 
learning a language. (Broady, 2005 cited Tiratawat, 
2009). The result shows that, both the Major students 
and the Non-Major students were mainly motivated 
by Intrinsic Motivation or Integrative Motivation. 
Nowadays, travel in Japan is extremely famous in 
Thailand. Culture, products and food are easily 
accessible because many companies or incorporations 
invest in Thailand. Moreover, the information about 
Japanese is conveniently access by the technology 
which is one of the factors motivates the students to 
choose Japanese. Labor market is currently high 
competitive beside from English skill, having a third 
language knowledge is an advantage in finding a job. 
Both Intrinsic Motivation and Extrinsic Motivation of 
the sample groups are in the high level. In the 
researcher view, having such high motivation like this 
affects the students’ effort in learning Japanese very 
well. Hence, from the research’s result that shows the 
students’ motivation, researcher can apply them into 
strengthening the motivation, attitude and create the 
learning activities match with the students’ 
motivation such as, giving the Major students a 
chance to communicate with the Japanese aside from 
learning with the Japanese teacher in order to practice 
the skill in daily life. For the Non-Major students that 
were motivated by Language and culture, researcher 
can apply into the classroom by adding the student 
interested culture, to attract the learner to pay more 
attention in Japanese class or bringing the Japanese 
media such as, food, dress and traveling into the 
classroom. Including the Extrinsic Motivation, the 
teachers can teach and practice language skill for the 
future job. Hosting the language event for the 
students for them to apply in further education or 
compete in the Labor market. 
 
SUGGESTIONS 
 
1) There should be study of motivation of Japanese 

learners in other institutions to compare 
different attitudes and motives in curriculum 
and educational environment. In order to 
understand and research the right motivational 
approach. 

2) There should be study ofanalyze how 
Themotivation correlate with student 
achievement. 
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