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Abstract- As America arrived with westernization during late Edo period also known as Bakumatsu period, Japan 
unwelcomed it. The arrival of America in Japan had initiated the ‘wind of change’ to new era towards Japan culture albeit its 
contribution to Japan proffers other values at all cost. The study aims to emphasize the importance of history in globalization 
era by learning Japan's process in accepting western culture. By learning historical occurrences, cultural conflicts can be 
avoided or minimized in global setting. The importance of awareness has accentuated an understanding of forbearance in 
cultural diversity perspectives and the significance of diplomatic relation for peace. Systematic literature review is applied as 
the method to analyze the advent of America, forming of treaty, Sakoku Policy, Diplomatic relationship, and Jesuit-
Franciscans conflict. The treaty formed between Japan and America served as the bridge for Japan to enter westernization. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Bakumatsu period or also known as Edo period, 
specifically in the year of 1854 in Capital of Kyoto, 
Japan, was when the conflict between Pro-Shogunate 
and Anti-Shogunate rose. During the time, America 
attempted to get a permit to land ships at Japan's port. 
However, due to the technology America possessed, 
the Japanese feared for war. At the same time, Japan 
did not want to violate the isolation policy and Japan 
did not have the budget for war. Men of high ranks, 
vessels to Tokugawa Shogun and to Emperor 
discussed among themselves upon the issue. It was 
the period when Japan encountered the decision to 
open or not to open their ports to westernization. 
Japan recognized clearly concerning their inferiority 
in the inability to afford a war economically due to 
severe inflation and technologically.  
During the conflict, factions formed and men started 
to wonder which side they were better siding, the 
Tokugawa Shogunate or the Imperial Court. Even 
after the treaty was signed, the westerners 
experienced arduous process in Japan. Conflicts 
occurred between Imperial Court, the Tokugawa 
Shogunate and the West. It is fundamental to note 
that the conflicts between Japanese and westerners 
rooted in the fact that Japan practiced Sakoku policy 
and the background of Sakoku policy being born was 
due to religion conflict caused by Jesuit-Franciscans 
dispute. 
 
Before Sakoku Policy was issued, Japan was open-
arms to foreign countries including China and Korea. 
Due to countless troubles, Japan did not give a good 
impression to both neighbouring countries. Japan had 
no alliance when the West came. Therefore, Japan 
had to accept the treaty offer. 
There were similar researches but they did not cover 
the same hypothesis as they were separated to just 
one topic either about Sakoku Policy, diplomatic 
relation or Japan’s transition from Edo period to 
Meiji period including America’s arrival. 

Analysing from the advent of America leads to 
Japan’s Sakoku Policy which took roots from a 
dispute caused by westerners when Japan was an 
open country. This paper provides educational values 
from historical occurrences. 
1.2. Research Hypothesis 
The treaty formed between Japan and America 
became the bridge of westernization for Japan. 
1.3. Research Questions 
This study aims to answer the following questions i.e. 
what factors support the forming of the treaty, why 
Japan was a secluded nation, and how Japanese 
regarded Westerners. 
1.4. Significance of Study 
Studying the encounters Japan had with America, 
cultural differences became conflicts. Researching 
deeper into the reason, Japan’s relation with western 
countries prove to be complicated. This study time-
travels further back to quest the main reason which 
shaped their complex interaction. The significance of 
this study shares an important message about how 
important tolerance in cultural differences and how 
important it is to form amiable diplomatic relations. 
1.5. Scope of Research 
The scope of this research takes place in Edo Period 
focusing on the arrival of America, Sakoku Policy, 
and Japan’s diplomatic relations. 
1.6. Methodology 
The method of this research is systematic literature 
review. This study perused the arrival of America 
along with the impact, reason to why Japan was a 
secluded country, diplomatic relationships Japan 
owned, collecting historical data and finally, 
analysing and concluding them. 
 
II. LITERARY REVIEW 
 
2.1. Definition Terms 
A. Edo period is the period from 1603-1868 
ruled by the Tokugawa Clan. 
B. Bakumatsu period represents the end of Edo 
period from 1853-1868. 
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C. Sengoku Period refers to the period between 
1493-1573. 
D. Shogunate was a government system worked 
under Tokugawa Clan's control. A shogun was often 
chosen from Tokugawa family. 
E. Daimyo refers to the feudal lords who were 
assigned to their respective lands to rule under the 
supervision of Shogunate and Imperial Court. 
F. Sakoku means "isolated country". 
 
2.2. Brief History of Japan 
The Shogunate had been ruling Japan for centuries, 
making Shogunate most familiar to the situations and 
conditions of Japan. At the contrary, the Imperial 
Court hadn't ruled for centuries. When America 
visited, Japan was divided into two factions based on 
two beliefs. Anti-Shogunate and Pro-Shogunate. 
Anti-Shogunate wanted to put the Emperor back as 
the ruler of Japan and expel the foreigners. Pro-
Shogunate thought that the shift of sovereignty was 
not necessary and that the way the Shogunate ruled 
would serve best for Japan. 
 
2.3. Contact with The West 
 

Table1: Chronological Occurrences. 

 

 

 
The rough relationship Japan had with the west was 
due to its trade with China which was never easy. The 
governors of China thought it was proper for 
foreigners to pay taxes when they entered but the rule 
seemed ridiculous to westerners. Eventually, the rule 
was even out through trades of opium which only 
lasted for a while before the government of China 
deemed it to be harmful and had it destroyed. Opium 
War commenced when a governor of Canton 
captured foreigners who snuck in opium and burned 
the opium. England conquered Hongkong, Chusan 
Island and they ceased war in Nanking. 
With Hongkong becoming England's colony and with 
China's ports opened, agreements were signed. Any 
customization or changes would be discussed among 
both sides. It formed what was called as "Treaty Port 
System". The system was spreading further to the 
north ports along the river of China and foreigners 
had diplomatic rights to live in Beijing. 
When Japan knew the contents of the Treaty, it was 
considered as a threat. The Dutch requested for the 
foreign laws to be loosened, however, Japan declined 
it as not to take risk. There were ships docking at 
their port but there were no significant changes; not 
until America arrived with Commodore Matthew 
Perry. 
America arrived in 1853 with black warships and 
asked Japan to open its ports for trades [4]. America 
had a meeting with Japan but there was no decision 
made except for America's promise to return with 
greater power. 
Matthew Perry reverted with more warships and 
arranged another meeting. It was a transition for 
Japan which had secluded itself for two centuries 
long without any western influences and for the first 
time in centuries, Japan was exposed to western 
influences [2]. The meeting did not contribute much. 
The spokesman, Nariaki Tokugawa from Mito Clan, 
head of Shogun's family branch, claimed that 
agreeing with the demand meant lowering their pride 
and dignity. He also contended that they must not 
oblige even if it meant war. Ii Naosuke, an influential 
land vassal of Tokugawa, thought it was wise to 
compromise with the demands in order to learn from 
their military technology, knowing that Japan was 
lacking in the field [1]. 
With America's demand to have access to Japan's 
ports put Japan on defensive mode. Japan did not 
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want to violate Sakoku Policy they had been faithful 
with but they could not afford war with America due 
to their technology disadvantage. With the arrival of 
westerners, Japan thought of them dangerously. Japan 
feared that its absolute political powers and economy 
would be at imminent risks [2]. 
  Abe Masahiro, Tokugawa's Senior Council, 
decided to agree with most of Perry's demands. In 
1854, a convention was signed and Shimoda and 
Hakodate were opened as safety ports. 
England and Russia, participants of Crimean War, at 
north Pacific received the same convention as Perry. 
England thought that their supplies were not enough 
so they went to settle the supposed agreement with 
Japan.  
At the end of Crimean War, Canton was taken over 
by England-France alliance. Using that as a reason, 
the Dutch and America convinced Japan that it 
needed their support. Japan signed an agreement with 
high taxes and government's direct involvement as 
conditions. Townsend Harris, America’s new council 
who arrive in Shimoda in 1856, believed it was unfair 
and sought for a 'proper' agreement which favor both 
sides. However, Japan kept refusing.  
The situation got worse when Shogunate required 
Emperor's seal to officially finish signing the treaty, 
Emperor Komei refused, claiming not to defy their 
Sakoku policy. During this time, the Emperor put 
down Hotta Masayoshi from his post and took Ii 
Naosuke as the representative of the Emperor [1]. Ii 
Naosuke later signed a treaty without giving any 
notice to the Imperial Court.  
Among the conflicts, there was also a political 
conflict about choosing the next Shogun, replacing 
the sickly Shogun Iesada.  
With the power in hand, Ii Naosuke opted Iemochi as 
the next Shogun. While at it, England and France 
chose to visit Japan to complete their agreement. 
Knowing the news, Townsend Harris informed Ii 
Naosuke that Japan had no choice but to sign an 
agreement with America otherwise crushed under 
England [1]. Ii Naosuke complied.  
Under the threat that England would send armies to 
attack. Nagasaki and Kanagawa were opened for 
America in 1859, Niigata was opened in 1860 and 
Hyogo was opened in 1863. Foreign merchants were 
allowed to enter Edo in 1862 and Osaka in 1863. 
Ii Naosuke did not care for the disagreements rising. 
Ii Naosuke also condemned Nariaki to house arrest 
which became the main reason why he was 
assassinated. Ii Naosuke was later assassinated in 
1860 by Imperial Forces [2]. 
When England came with the lead of Lord Elgin, it 
was peaceful and was not what Townsend Harris had 
described. The arrangement was completed in two 
days. 
The Japanese were angry at the foreigners and their 
manipulative method as well as the Shogunate who 
did not fulfil its promise to prevent such humiliation. 
Men took control on their own and raided the port, 

killing foreigners and even Townsend Harris became 
victim to the action. It was to force the Shogunate to 
take actions against the foreigners in hopes that the 
treaties could be cancelled [1]. 
In 1862, samurai of Satsuma Clan attacked C.L. 
Richardson, a British merchant, along with his 
companions in Yokohama. The incident was known 
as ‘Richardson Affair’ or ‘Namamugi Jiken’. The 
reason was because Satsuma Clan was escorting a 
feudal lord and the westerners did not dismount their 
horses to pay respect. England demanded the culprits 
to surrender but Satsuma Clan declined.  A warship 
was sent from England to ask for justice from 
Satsuma Clan only to get Satsuma's ships firing 
cannons at it. As the result, a part of Kagoshima was 
burnt. Upon the disadvantages, the England ship 
retreated. Satsuma Clan requested peace a few weeks 
later. 
Emperor Komei was angry over what he saw as 
disrespect towards the court. He and the Imperial 
House pressed for the foreigners' expulsion and the 
closing of the treaty ports [2]. In 1863, the Shogunate 
came out with a decree which said to expel the 
foreigners. The decree itself was a bait so that they 
could reform the agreement between Japan and 
America to close Yokohama [1]. However, samurai 
of Chosu clan perceived the decree literally and 
assaulted American ship in Shimonoseki. 
Upon what Chosu had done, the Shogunate labelled 
them as rebels and banned them from entering Capital 
of Kyoto. Eventually, Shogunate fell and Japan 
entered reformation under Emperor Meiji. That was 
when Japan accepted westernization wholly and kept 
them updated to the west [3]. 
 At another side, there were those who 
thought that education was highly necessary in order 
to expel the foreigners. They chose to learn western 
military technology. Between 1863 and 1864, Japan 
allowed its people to visit the western countries to 
seek for education with passport.  
In 1863, five students from Chosu were accepted in 
University College London. Two of them returned to 
Japan, Inoue Kaoru and Ito Hirobumi, in 1864 to play 
the roles of negotiating between Chosu and countries 
of treaties before Shimonoseki was bombed. 
Although they did not play a significant role other 
than being translators, they later rose to high position 
and became famous political figures during Meiji 
Period in 1868 after Shogunate's fall. 
 
2.4. Financial Status. 
 During the Bakumatsu period inflation was 
particularly severe across Japan. Expenses went out 
of bound and tax was not handled well. The 
Tokugawa Shogunate attempted to reform the system 
but it failed to meet their target income even with 
reduction of manpower and vassals’ expenses. In 
addition, the conflict Chosu and Satsuma caused also 
cost pennies from the Shogunate. Reasons varied 
from troops, castles’ defense, and post-war repairs. 
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Upon the case, the Emperor ordered for the prices to 
stop rising. 
The average amount of annual tax was 800,000 ryo of 
money and 600,000 koku of harvest. The estimate 
income in 1864 was 1,440,000 ryo and 865,000 koku 
but the actual income only reached 466,000 ryo and 
380,000 koku [5]. About 58,25% and 63% less from 
the average annual income. 
 
2.5. Sakoku Policy. 
 

Table2: Chronological Occurrences. 

 
Sakoku policy was what kept Japan in peace for 
centuries under the sovereignty of Tokugawa 
Shogunate in the 1630s [4]. The Sakoku policy kept 
the Japanese inside and refused visitors from outside 
without any pre-arranged agreement. Only one 
country was allowed to trade in Japan and it was the 
Dutch who occupied Dejima Island under tight 
surveillance [4]. 
Adopting the Sakoku policy was not practiced only 
by Japan but also to other countries such as China and 
Korea. They had the same purpose and it was to limit 
western influences. It proved to be effective only for 
a period before the West came again and the Sakoku 
policy lost its effects. 
  Although they had the same purpose 
generally, Japan had another reason. The Sakoku 
policy was one of the means to prevent Christianity to 
spread in Japan back in the late Sengoku Period 
during Toyotomi Hideyoshi's reign because the 
Christianity concept contradicted with Japan's 
traditional social order and cultural beliefs. 
  Before Japan adopted the Sakoku Policy, 
Japan was open to western countries. Portuguese and 
Spain were particularly approachable. Similarly, they 
both sent missionaries to spread Christianity. 
Portuguese supported Jesuit Missionary while Spain 
supported Franciscans. Jesuit Missionary prided 
themselves in spreading beliefs to the elites, while 
Franciscans to the lower castes [4]. 
  However, the situation did not last 
peacefully when a Spanish ship was found 
shipwrecked near Shikoku Island. The pilot was 
angry by the fact that the Japanese government had 
the cargo taken away and warned that a war would 
ensue upon what Franciscans spies had informed. It 
was said that the information was false and 
everything was a strategy pulled by the Jesuit 
Missionary to get rid of Franciscans. Regardless of 
the truth, Toyotomi Hideyoshi ordered for 
Franciscans to be executed [4]. 

Even after the death of Toyotomi Hideyoshi, 
persecutions of Christians continued. The conflict 
surfaced again in 1614 and it was highly probable 
that the Dutch and English Protestants reported about 
Catholic Missionaries attempting to overthrow the 
government which led to the persecutions of 
Europeans and Japanese Christians as well as banning 
of Christianity [4]. The persecution subsided in 1640. 
 
2.6. Japan’s Relation with China and Korea 
 

Table3: Chronological Occurrences. 

 
Japan's first relation with foreign country started 
through China and mostly for the sake of trades. 
Japan traded its raw materials and handicrafts such as 
fans, swords and iron armours to the capital of Ming 
Dynasty. If they were rejected, they changed their 
course to the commoners and sold coppers, sulphurs 
and camphor [1]. 
China and Japan shared the same problem and it was 
the pirates which came from Japan and Korea. They 
attempted to solve the problem but it ended up with 
China putting a stop to its visit to Japan after 1549. 
China banned its citizens from making trades with 
Japan, although it still existed illegally. 
Korea was once a target of Hideyoshi, Japan's 
conqueror, as a shortcut to the conquest of China. In 
1592 Hideyoshi issued an order to prepare for the 
conquest of Korea.  However, amidst the conquest, 
China came to send reinforcement to Korea, pushing 
Japan's forces back to Seoul in 1593.  
The forces requested for peace. Hideyoshi agreed 
only if several conditions were fulfilled; trades 
recovery, diplomatic marriage, and 4 provinces of 
south Korea. Such conditions were never agreeable. 
One of the generals who was sent to conquer Korea, 
Konishi Yukinaga, on behalf of Hideyoshi agreed 
upon the title of ‘China's vassal' temporarily.  
When China sent another messenger in 1596, 
Hideyoshi found out of the fake agreement and raged 
for war. However, Korea had prepared for it. The 
conquest stopped when Hideyoshi died in 1598. Their 
economic relation still proceeded upon a peaceful 
agreement in 1636. 
2.7. Japan’s Relation with Western Countries 
(England, Spain, Portuguese and Dutch). 
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Table4: Chronological Occurrences. 

 
Upon China's absence, Portuguese found its chance to 
create an access between China and Japan. 
Portuguese sent its ship to China in 1514. After it 
gained a diplomatic residence in Macao in 1557 and 
after a feudal lord put Nagasaki under the authority of 
Jesuit in 1571, Portuguese finally succeeded in 
making a visit to Japan. From then, Portuguese fixed 
the trades between China and Japan. 
However, Portuguese was not given a long-lasting 
prosperity with Spain conquering Manila in 1571 and 
aimed for trades as well in Japan, followed by 
Dutch's arrival in Japan in 1600 and its establishment 
of a trade office at Hirado, northwest Kyushu in 
1609. England imitated Dutch and arrived at Hirado 
in 1613. Unfortunately, England failed in competing 
with Dutch by 1623. 
By 1639 Japan forbid Spain from entering due to a 
conflict in 1624 while merchants of Portuguese 
became victims to anti-Christian movement in 1640. 
The Protestant Dutch in the eyes of Japan was 
different. They restricted their relation strictly to 
business only. The Dutch was eventually removed to 
Dejima from Hirado. The items that they sold and the 
number of the items were carefully watched and 
controlled [1]. In 1714-1715, Japan restricted the 
number of foreign merchants. 
 
III. ANALYSIS 
 
3.1. What are the supporting factors to the 
forming of the treaty? 
The supporting factors to the forming of the Treaty 
included bad diplomatic relations, Sakoku Policy as 
well as their severe economy state. 
Japan's relation with China was filled with the 
conflicts of demands and the pirates. China ended up 

taking the choice of banning trades to Japan and 
Japan chose to legalize the pirates by giving them a 
red seal and thus, putting an end to pirating. 
Japan's Shogun, Toyotomi Hideyoshi was once very 
ambitious in conquering Korea. While at the 
conquest, China sent reinforcements to help Korea. It 
did not leave a good impression to Japan. With such 
relationship, Japan had no allies when the west came. 
When the western countries came to form an 
agreement with Japan, Japan had Sakoku Policy 
active. The Sakoku Policy worked at first but when 
America came again, they realized that Sakoku Policy 
would not help and that they were inferior. With 
Sakoku Policy, Japan did not have any connection 
through outside. In addition, America was forcing 
Japan to open the country. If Japan chose to reject the 
offer to form a treaty, it was a matter of time that 
Japan would fall into the hands of America or 
England-France through war.  
To conclude, Japan had no positive diplomatic 
relationship and when the western countries came, 
Japan had no chance in forming alliances. When 
America came and threatened Japan to open its ports, 
Japan was in the isolation and therefore, lacking a lot 
in military technology. Japan also suffered from 
severe inflation and debt. With no alliances, no 
financial support, and no sufficient technology in 
military, Japan had no other option but to accept the 
offer to form a treaty. 
 
3.2. Why was Japan a secluded nation? 
When Japan opened itself to Portuguese and Spain, a 
political religion conflict happened. The Portuguese 
sided with Jesuit while Spain sided with Franciscans. 
Jesuit focused itself with the conversion of elite 
Japanese while Franciscans focused itself on 
spreading the religion to the commoners. 
When the incident of shipwrecked Spanish galleon 
turned up along with the rumor that there were 
foreign spies ready to request armies to overthrow the 
Shogunate, the Shogunate feared for coup d'état 
through the disguise of teaching religion. The 
Shogunate took Anti-Christian movement by 
annihilating the believers. 
The Shogunate did not only fear of losing its power 
but they also feared that their culture might vanish. 
Using the beliefs, the Shogunate secured its power 
and position by expelling the foreigners. It was why 
they issued Sakoku Policy to protect their power from 
foreigners. 
 
3.3. How did the Japanese regard the Westerners? 
The Japanese did not regard Westerners well. There 
was a mixture of hate and shame. It all came to the 
Jesuit-Franciscan conflict that put the Japanese on 
guard towards westerners first. It caused a stigma in 
which they feared they would be taken over and their 
power, culture and traditions would be lost forever. 
 They remained curious of western 
technology. Foreign items they got from trading with 
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the Dutch let them learn new things and it did not 
inflict any fear in them. When America visited, the 
Japanese were frightened due to their neighbour, a 
part of China being taken over by England-France 
alliance. Their fear was also confirmed from their 
attitude towards America's threat of war. Knowing 
that they had no advantages in defeating America 
who had better military technology, Japanese 
pretended to welcome the foreigners. The better they 
knew their opponent, Japan found no chances at all to 
expel the foreigners thus Shogunate decided to sign 
the treaty. Ports were opened to foreigners and the 
Japanese were definitely uncertain and uncomfortable 
with culture shock, especially those who had to work 
alongside the foreigners. Western culture and 
Japanese culture were two opposites and when the 
treaty was signed based on the conditions from Japan, 
Townsend Harris claimed it to be unfair. Equality did 
not apply to Japan who had castes and thus it 
appeared unfair to Townsend Harris. To deal with 
that, Townsend Harris resorted to lie to Ii Naosuke 
into signing the agreement, saying that England-
France alliance was going to wage war with Japan 
and Japan had no choice but to sign the treaty. After 
the assassination of Ii Naosuke and after England 
came with no threat, the Imperial Court must have 
found out that Townsend Harris forced Ii Naosuke 
into signing the treaty and ordered for the expulsion 
of foreigners. With the order of expulsion, it can be 
concluded that the Japanese indeed were frightened 
of western people. 
 While at another side, some of them viewed 
the foreigners curiously. They pursued their curiosity 
to learn the western technology when Japan allowed 
its people to visit the western countries with passport. 
 The Japanese regarded the foreigners as 
threat and thus the men of Satsuma clan attacked C. 
L. Richardson and his merchant companions in 
Yokohama for not giving respects. Men of Satsuma 
Clan continued the assault by firing cannons at 
American ships. To western people, courtesy was 
different and vice-versa to the Japanese.  
 Due to their different cultural backgrounds, 
the Japanese often regarded the westerners as 
barbaric because they did not understand their social 
cultures and norms. The westerners regarded the 
Japanese as old-fashioned for their stubborn behavior 
of sticking with their old policy. 
 In conclusion, the Japanese did not regard 
the Westerners well in the terms of cultural norms 
and political matters. Due the differences, both sides 
thought of each other as barbaric while politically, 
they both wanted the advantage with the Japanese 
wanting to hold the power and the Westerners 
wanting to manage their business. 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 
The treaty was the bridge for Japan to reach 
westernization. Japan was a caste-based society with 
complicated social-cultural norms but they were 
fairly open-minded towards indifference. Portuguese, 
Spain and even England were welcomed for trades. 
However, the Jesuit-Franciscan conflict gave an 
impression that westerners were there to conquer 
Japan through the façade of spreading religion. 
Eventually, those who purposely came to spread 
religion were expelled. 
 After the conflict, Japan chose to close itself. 
They believed it was the ultimate choice for a safe 
country. When a part of China was conquered by 
England-France alliance, they were proved wrong. 
They convinced themselves to stay the same until 
America arrived and gave them a big realization that 
isolation could not protect them. 
 
Japan signed the treaty with the purpose of biding 
time for them to fight back but they knew they could 
not afford a war with inflation and debt. The climax 
was when Townsend Harris deceived Ii Naosuke into 
signing treaty. After Ii Naosuke was assassinated, the 
Imperial Court sent out order to expel the foreigners 
and while at it, it fought with the Shogunate over 
power. Tokugawa Shogunate fell and The Imperial 
Court took over. 
 
Without America’s arrival, there was no significant 
bridge or way for Japan to reach westernization. The 
Dutch was their only window to westernization but 
due to strict surveillance, the Dutch could not spread 
any influence. The treaty opened their eyes to face 
new era and total reformation of the country. The 
treaty became the obvious bridge for Japan to reform 
itself into greater power. 
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