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Abstracts: Political ecology is the discipline aims to at study of the relationships among political, economic, social and 
cultural factors wrapping up with environmental issues and changes. Political Economy and Ecological analysis are the two 
major theoretical areas of political ecology. Sri Lanka is facing environmental issues such as: deforestation; soil erosion; 
coastal degradation; air pollution etc., and due to these issues, it faces number of problems such as Tsunami, flood, land 
slide, earth quake, cyclones etc. Therefore it is necessary to have a dialogue, concrete based policies and practices to cater 
the environmental issues in future. Main objective of this study is to critically analysis the University students’ opinion on 
the necessity of political ecology nominations in the Sri Lankan parliament. According to the results originated by this 
research, majority 76% expected the necessity, 21% expected not necessity and 3% not answered for political ecology 
party nomination.  Even though the university students don’t have much aware about this new concept they are willing to 
welcome new political concept in future. Also there is yet another blind area this is because of frustration about current 
political scenario or to achieve sustainable development of the country. Hence finally Researchers’ concluded there is a 
positive feedback from university students about the new concept: political ecology nomination” for the betterment of 
Sri Lanka’s future in achieving sustainable goals and becoming a middle income country within the region. According to the 
high potential shown through the results for forming a green political party, it is recommended to form a party, do a vast 
publicity campaign with the collaboration of interesting parties through public private partnership and include as a part of a 
subject in the school curriculum.      
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
The Sri Lankan vision of sustainable development is 
an advanced, prosperous, equitable, peaceful, and 
healthy nation. Initial actions has been taken to work 
towards a people friendly and open economic system, 
which is based on independent and pluralistic 
institutions, able to protect our unique values and 
heritage and built on respect for freedom and human 
rights. This will require the balanced and integrated 
consideration of the three key dimensions of 
sustainable development i.e. Economic, Social and 
Environmental. Therefore, all three dimensions are 
been treated with equal importance and priority. In 
this context, it is accepted that sound environmental 
management through a balanced decision making is a 
very important necessity in achieving sustainable 
development goals. Since environment cuts through 
almost all the development sectors, we all have to 
accept the fact that sound environment management 
cannot be materialized by single Institution alone but 
by the joint effort by all sectors. Therefore, achieving 
sustainability through best practices, better decision 
making and sound environment management and care 
is the responsibility of all sectors.  
Environmental concerns in Sri Lanka include 
deforestation; soil erosion; wildlife populations 
threatened by poaching and urbanization; coastal 
degradation from mining activities and increased 
pollution; freshwater resources being polluted by 

industrial waste and sewage runoff; waste disposal; 
and air pollution in Colombo and other cities due to 
emissions from motor vehicles and factories and 
other industrial establishments. In order to overcome 
these environmental issues, there should be an 
ecological voice within the parliament. Parliament is 
the place where take development policy approval for 
the coming year. With this back ground, the objective 
of this study is to evaluate university students’ 
opinion for necessity of political ecology nominations 
within the Sri Lankan parliament.    
 
II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 
1.1 What is Green Politics? 
 
Green politics is a political ideology with a main 
objective of establishing a sustainable and 
environmentally aware society. Common 
misunderstanding about Green politics is, it is only 
about environmentalism. But it has more than 
environmental concern. Ecology may be the one 
pillar of the green politics but it has another three 
pillars; social justice, grassroots democracy and 
nonviolence. Contributing some philosophies and 
shares many ideas with the movements to Green 
politics and now it is a global phenomenon. The 
origins of green politics are in general can be found to 
the late 1960s and early 1970s. The first ecological 
political party is the Australia’s United Tasmania 
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Group and was created in March 1972 with the aim to 
campaign against a big dam and to preserve the 
rainforests but unable to achieve their goal (Wall, 
2010). They encouraged to the creation of Green 
parties in Western Europe and North America during 
early 21stcentury. Green politics is first and foremost 
the politics of ecology; a campaign to safeguard the 
planet from corporate greed, so we can act as good 
ancestors to future generations. The main rule of 
green politics is that people cannot separate the 
economic system and human values from the health 
of the planet (Barnett, 2015).  
 
1.2 Political Ecology 
 
Political ecology viewed in its bio-cultural-political 
complexity, and a significantly humanized nature.  
Two major theoretical thrusts that have most 
influenced the formation of political ecology are 
political economy, with its insistence on the need to 
link the distribution of power with productive activity 
and ecological analysis, with its broader vision of 
bio-environmental relationships. (Greenberg & Park, 
1994). Ecology originated as a type of geography 
with general and green discussions of the role of 
climate, temperature, or altitude on biological 
systems. Ecological ideas had major influences in the 
fields of health, environmental history, and cultural 
ecology, cybernetic analysis of social and economic 
systems, human geography, and development theory. 
In each case ecological ideas have had to be extended 
in line with social science understandings of the 
mutual interaction between human society, human 
productive activity, and the environment. (Greenberg 
& Park, 1994) 
 
III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
Both Qualitative and quantitative methods were used 
to gather information. Mainly qualitative data were 
collected from secondary sources such as published 
and unpublished records, books, journals, 
newspapers, internet articles and other relevant 
documents. Since the study is essentially an in-depth 
study to explore unique insights on the Sri Lankan 
University Students’ opinion on political ecology 
nominations within the parliament, a quantitative 
approach is suitably chosen. Primary data were 
collected according to the simple random method. 
Sample is consists of totaling 1725 University 
Students from 15 government Universities and was 
selected as follows. 
 

 

IV. FINDINGS 
 
Main objective of this study is critically analysis the 
University students’ opinion for necessity of political 
ecology nominations within the Sri Lankan 
parliament. Therefore research question was 
formulated as how far University Students consider 
that necessity of political ecology. Accordingly, a 
result shows that 73% of the Engineering and 86% 
Medical students’ were consider political ecology 
nomination is necessary within the parliament. And 
77% Management students, 81% of Social Science 
students were think necessary. 67% of Science and 
68% of Agricultural students consider that this party 
is necessary within the parliament. Considering the 
total sample; 76% and 21% were respectively said 
that necessary and not necessary political ecology 
party within the Sri Lankan parliament where as 3% 
was not answered.    

 
Second research question was whether university 
students ready to nominate political ecology members 
to nominate the parliament.  

 
Among the 233 and 198 students from Engineering 
and Medical faculty respectively said that political 
ecology nominations are necessary within the 
parliament. 162 and 292 of Science and Agriculture 
faculty students respectively were expected necessity 
of such nominations within the parliament. Very 
interestingly, 390 of the Social Science Students 
ready to nominate whereas 210 Management students 
were ready. According to the total sample 86% were 
agreed to nominate where as 14% not. 
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CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS  
 
Results showed that majority of university students 
are aware about this concept and the expected 
necessity of political ecology nominations within the 
parliament in Sri Lanka.  It is interesting to note that 
many were frustrated about current political scenario, 
environmental damages and on the other hand 
support to the progress of sustainable development 
achievements of the country. They as the 

knowledgeable workforce within the country are very 
much willing to vote for ecology political 
nominations in future. Hence finally Researchers’ 
concluded there is a positive opinion within the 
university students for the betterment of Sri Lanka’s 
future in achieving sustainable goals and becoming a 
middle income country within the region. Also 
suggested that, opening platform for ecology 
dialogue, encourage social movement for ecological 
party through different networks of political and 
social, vast publicity campaign and include in the 
school, university curricular. 
 
REFERENCE 
 

[1] Barnett, P. (2015, January 16). What is Green Politics? 
Retrieved January 9, 2017, from www.greenworld.org.uk: 
http://www.greenworld.org.uk/article/what-green-politics 

[2] Greenberg, J. B., & Park, T. K. (1994). Political Ecology. 
Journal of Political Ecology , 1. 

[3] Wall, D. (2010). The No-Nonsense Guide to Green Politics. 
United Kindom: New Internationallist Publications Ltd.  

 

 

 

 

 


