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Abstract- It is a general observable phenomenon that the speaker communicates with the listener more than what s/he is 
saying which is indispensable in human language to have certain motives. Speakers usually don’t always say exactly what 
they mean. Indirectness is the vital part of human language irrespective of gender either they are males or females they use 
indirectness in their conversation. It is now widely accepted mostly women prefer to hint at their meanings rather than 
stating them directly.  American women use more indirectness, and are therefore sensitive to its use by others (Tannen, 
1994). It may be further said that whether women living in west or east more or less their nature is same.  This observation 
has been tested through the quantitative method by applying a Scale i.e. Discourse Completion Test by Blum-Kulka and 
Olhstein.  Indirectness plays a vital role in indirectness of speech of Pakistani women as well, in which different factors are 
involved e.g. age, qualification, profession and social status as well.  The focus of this research was to examine how much 
role is played by age in indirectness of women’s speech. The results show that age plays definitely a vital role in indirectness 
of women’s speech and when they get authority they start using direct language. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
It is common in all human societies that the speakers 
don’t always say exactly what they mean. Tannen 
(2003) says, in indirect speech there is more than 
saying what is actually said. In conversation, we 
usually understand what others are saying even when 
people do not express their intentions 
straightforwardly. The increase in age of women 
leads them towards their social power due to which 
their indirectness decreases.  Men are Direct and 
Women are Indirect, Men are more Boasting and 
Women are more Retiring, Men apologize less than 
Women (Laura, 2007). In our social interactions 
power plays a vital role, which is measured as an 
ability to control the surrounding environment which 
includes other’s behavior. Fiske & Fowler (1994) are 
of the opinion, our words can never be neutral which 
even carry power, which shows the interest of us. So, 
having all this in mind the concern is to find out the 
influence of age involved in indirectness of women 
speech. 
 
II. LITERATURE REVIEW  
 
There is variation among people in expressing their 
meanings whether they speaker directly or indirectly. 
They vary in communication style, which leads them 
to share their communicative intention either directly 
or indirectly. There are multiple factors which play an 
important role of our being direct or indirect i.e. 
gender, profession, qualification, context in which 
age plays a vital role. The speakers communicate, in 
indirect speech acts, more than what they actually say 
by having certain mutually shared linguistics and 
non-linguistic background (Searle, 1975). 

Women ask more questions and particularly 
sharing more emotions and feelings with other people 

(Tannen, 1992). They are usually doting of 
expressive style, sensitivity towards others feeling, 
have negative feelings during conflicts with 
manipulation and verbal attacks (Tannen, 2007).   

According to Coates (1986) women discuss 
their private or personal issues while dealing with 
other people, in which an important role is played by 
the society in which they are born, because they are 
taught to observe the norms of society to survive in it. 
In order to establish a sound relation with others 
women reveal information about themselves (Regan, 
1993). 
 Lakoff confesses her marginal role in the 
society  as she is of the opinion that men and women 
have different style of speaking in which women are 
taken as having marginal role, which is reflect by 
their peripheral position in society. According to her, 
women’s life carries more formalities which is shown 
by their use of mitigators e.g. sort of, I think, 
inessential qualifiers such as really happy, so 
beautiful. This aspect of their language gives a 
marginal role to women in society which shows their 
disqualification from the high pedestal of the so 
called norms of society. This debate shows language 
itself as a tool of oppression, which is learnt as how 
behave like a woman in society. These so called 
standards are imposed on women by societal norms to 
keep them in their place.  Having all this in mind the 
focus of this research is to find out if there is any 
relationship between age and indirectness with 
reference to women’s speech? 
 
III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
The present study has used quantitative method to  
make analysis of the influence of age in indirectness 
of their speech. The subjected population, for the 
research, is the women of different ages of Lahore. 
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There was random sampling of three hundred and 
fifteen women of different ages; then this sample was 
divided into three groups from 21 to 30, 31 to 40 and 
from 41 to 50. The data were analyzed according to 
Discourse Completion Test. In DCT seven situations 
were created and the participants were asked to 
provide their responses against each of these 
statements. From this material the evidence of 
influence of age in women speech was brought into 

focus.  Data were analyzed through quantitative 
method. 
 
IV. INDIRECT SCALE BY BLUM-KULKA  
 
The DCT is made on the model formed by Blum 
Kulka & Olshtain (1984, p. 202) having five 
responses i.e.  

 

 
Note:  Adapted from Blum-Kulka & Olshtain, 1984, p. 202 

 
V. DATA ANALYSIS OF DISCOURSE 
COMPLETION TEST 
 
There were seven situations about which the 
respondents were requested to reply according to 
their own perceptions. Data were collected from three 
hundred and fifteen participants having different 
ages, from 21-30, 31-40 and from 41-50. Then the 
same collected data were put into SPSS to have 
results.  

The group from 21 to 30 who preferred 
Mood Derivable / Performatives the percentage was 
11.2%.  The second group of having age 31 to 40 
(want statement) had the percentage of 33.7% and the 
last group 41 to 50 age has the percentage of 55.1%.  
The ratio of younger group towards Mood Derivable / 
Performatives is less which clearly indicates they are 
indirect as compared to other groups. Look in the 
following table:  
 

 
 

There are two variables X (Directness) and Y (Age), 
between them X is Independent variable and Y is 
Dependent variable.  We have three groups of age i.e. 

21 to 30, then 31 to 40 and 41 to 50 having  an 
average of their ages 25.5, 35.5 and 45.5, and their 
responses according to their ages 10, 30 and 49. 

 

 
Having constructed the fraction Y = α +βX we get 
correlation which is r= 0.99.  We have the value of α 
= 20.4 and the value of β = 0.51.  This value of 
correlation shows that there is strong interdependence 
of both variables, and there is absolute positive 
relationship (as X increases, Y Increases). So, it may 
be concluded that Directness (X) increases when age 
(Y) increases, in other words when age increases then 
Directness also increases. 

 

(X)
 Dire
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CONCLUSION 
 
There is strong correlation between indirectness and 
age i.e. when age increases there is decrease of 
indirectness. There is interdependence between age 
and indirectness which means indirectness increases 
when age decreases. From the collection of the data 
we see it is the youngest group (group I) who 
preferred to hint the demand.  For example, when 
they need something, instead of stating openly, they 
request in approximation and the reason is their 
powerlessness. If they request openly there may be 
denial, so according to them it is better to use 
indirectness as a beneficial tool to achieve their goal.  
The data reveal that the first group is more indirect in 
speech, e.g. when women of less age need something 
instead of asking directly they prefer to intimate their 
demand. Because the youngest group which does not 
have social power be indirect in communication.  In 
other words when age decreases there is also increase 
of indirectness in women speech.  There are many 
reasons behind this fact in which one factor which 
plays its vital role, is age. When women are less in 
age they are not socially powerful that is why they are 
indirect in most of their conversation. The major 
portion of women agrees that opinion should be 
suggested. Once again we see that they suggest their 
opinion instead of imposing their opinion. The issue 
is, if they do not do so they may be rejected or the 
reply may be in the form of denial.  So, when women 
are less in age, they do not expose themselves 
suddenly and instead of saying abruptly they prefer to 
imply and keep their thoughts secret.  Further, we see 
if they want to convince others they imply because 
they have to be polite and indirect if they want to 
convince others. If they don’t do so there may be 
chances of their disappointment in convincing others. 
And we see their remarks can be interpreted in many 
ways i.e. there are dual meanings in their 
conversation to safe their side.  In most of the time 
what they say there may be multiple meanings of 
their talk.  Rather, their multiplicity of meaning 
makes them complex in their conversation.  For 
example, if one takes time in understanding their 
original intentions, it means there is indirectness in 
their conversation.     
In Discourse Completion Test, where Mood 
Derivable / Performatives show directness and Strong 
hints / Mild hints show indirectness, the calculation 
shows when women are less in age they don’t have 
power so they are indirect. Whereas the older group 
who has social power that is why they are direct in 
communication. In other words when age increases 
there is also increase of directness in women speech. 
They become straight forward in their conversation 

due to gaining more social prestige. When they are 
less is age they cannot exercise their power in straight 
way because they are dependent and after becoming 
independent they become direct in their conversation.   
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