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Abstract — The purposes of this article are to reveal how applying cultural wisdom promotes community economy and    to 
suggest the ways of community economy development based on the wisdom of Tai Lue culture. This can increase the 
capabilities of community members which are an important power to create economy and develop the country sustainably. In 
conclusion, it has pointed that developing and strengthening community economy to be self-sustainable has been generated 
by applying the capabilities of communities in Thailand. If Thailand, as a country which is rich of elaborate cultures and 
talented people, finds out the ways to have these potentialities connected to transform its cultural assets to create economic 
values correctly, its community economic development can be strengthened. This is by applying cultural wisdom to promote 
community economy to be sustainable development. 
 
Index Terms—Community economy, Cultural wisdom, Tai Lue culture
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
“Thailand” is a country that is rich of elaborate 
cultures and talented people. We, therefore, need to 
find out the ways to have these potentialities 
connected so as to transform cultural assets into 
economic worth and sustainable development.  The 
government has also promoted community economic 
development to be strengthened sustainably so that it 
could be an economic foundation of the country. The 
grassroots have gathered to manage existing local 
resources to be standardized quality products and 
services. The products and services that are locally 
unique can be a way to make a self-reliant power and 
to have community support each other. This can solve 
employment problems in these levels; individual, 
family, community, and sub-district, and the 
management can be done based on local or 
community cultures. However, the previous 
development generated social capitals and economic 
capitals which are the strengths of the country and 
can be applied for development. The Constitution of 
The Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540 laid the 
foundation to bring about essential reformation on 
society, politics, governmental administration, and 
decentralization. While theparticipatory methods of 
people and local or community power are being 
strengthened, media are having more freedom. This 
supports the growth of democracy, prevents 
corruptions, and strengthening good governance in 
Thai society because the strengths of Thai cultures 
are flexible and widely open. In addition, that is also 
because the local wisdoms have been accumulated 
firmly for a long time and Thailand has its key 
institute holding people’s heart together. When these 
strengths are included with the advantage on the 
country’s location that can connect to neighboring 
countries, they can become supportive factors to  

 
develop international cooperation and increase 
competitive abilities. Moreover, under the limits of 
governmental resources, do the next development 
need to rely on these existing economic strengths, 
both of the infrastructures spread thoroughly and the 
potentialities of economic areas invested for 
development. This is to apply the strengths as 
efficiently as possible.Having considered the 
problems, limits, opportunities for development, 
Thailand, whose cultures are flexible and widely 
open, have local wisdoms accumulated firmly and the 
main institution holding Thai people’s heart, together 
with, its good location. Therefore, to develop 
sustainably and consistently, it should not focus on 
only industrial development, but is should also 
strengthen and focus on community economic 
development. The purposes of this article are to study 
the methods of applying cultural wisdom to promote 
community economy and to increase the capabilities 
of community members which are an important 
power to create economy and develop the country 
sustainably. The details consisted of 4 parts: 
 Part 1: Community Economic Development 
 Part 2:  The concepts on Tai Lue woven textile 
wisdom 
 Part 3: The theories and the concepts used for 
community economic development. 
 Part 4:  The methods of community economic 
development based on Tai Lue woven textile wisdom 
  
Part 1 Community Economic evelopment 
The word, “community” consists of many families 
that live in the same area or set a community in the 
same area which is called neighborhood or house 
clusters or villages. Community is not limited by only 
the boundary of a village, but it can include the 
network whose relationships is wider; that is, they are 
supportive relationships or relative relationships. 

http://iraj.in
mailto:kru_supamorn@hotmail.com


International Journal of Management and Applied Science, ISSN: 2394-7926                                                 Volume-3, Issue-5, May-2017 
http://iraj.in 

The Community Economic Development Based on The Wisdom of Tai Lue Culture: The Pre-Conceptual Guideline 
 

64 

([1]The word,, “economy”, is about production, 
consumption, and product distribution through 
product exchange method and through other mean. 
Therefore, the word, “community economy” means 
economic system in the local level, or holistic 
community. This is not only the economic dimension 
which is like the figures of incomes, expenses, 
productions, and consumptions, but it is also the one 
which is a part of society and cultures relating to the 
lifestyles of people living in the community. A 
worthy system is also added in too. The outstanding 
characteristics of community economy are that it does 
not focus on competition, instead it gives priority to 
participation of the people in the community and 
there is no monopoly. That is because the community 
are the owner together. Therefore, in the community 
economy, the problem on richness in only one 
specific group will not happen. However, when the 
problem on poverty occurs in the community 
economy, such poverty will spread throughout the 
community. Thus the community economic indicator 
can not depend on only presenting the figures, it can 
be a mixture between economic figures and social 
indicators and the happiness of the people living in 
that community. As a matter of fact, the community 
economy is often considered as just an informal 
economy. Actually, is should be regarded that it is 
important and is a foundation of a national economic 
system. If it is considered closer, it will be found that 
the ratio of the number of labors in the community 
economy is more than half of that of labors in the 
country. However, if the income generated in 
community economy is considered, it is found that it 
is less than that in a capitalism which is clustered 
only in the city or a center of development. The 
capitalism draws the people in the communities in the 
rural areas to be labors driving development for the 
center. The community economy concept is very 
important to develop the country because if the 
community economy is prosperous and strong, it can 
affect the national economic system to be stable and 
strong too.  
It is known that developing national economy 
according to the flow of capitalism which focuses 
mainly on industrial development and does not pay 
much attention, as it should be, on developing 
community one can cause many problems later. For 
example, income distribution is unfair, society is 
weak, farmers lacked fields to make a living, natural 
resources and environment deteriorate, farmer’s 
produces contaminate with toxin, and other problems. 
Therefore, in the future, a better way of economic 
development of Thailand should be a community 
economic development  first so that it will be stable 
and strong. The next question is how? Some people 
don’t have knowledge and understanding on 
community economic development at all, but they 
might want to be a part of this development method, 
so what should they do first and last? [2] 
Besides the methods of the above practices can 

promote community economy development, the 
developers must devote themselves both physically 
and mentally. Their souls are truly to promote and 
develop those communities without other benefits 
hidden. Self-reliance ability of each community must 
also be considered for its consistency of development. 
If not, after the developers remove themselves from 
the communities, they might not be able to develop 
their community economy by themselves and finally 
the groups that are set to promote community 
economy will also be stopped and this might cause a 
problem for people due to their separation.[3] 
 
Part 2: The concepts on Tai Lue woven textile 
wisdom 
  “Lue” is a a group of ethnicity whose people speak a 
language in a group of Thai; that is, “Thai Lue” or 
“Tai Lue”. Their origins is in Sib Song Punna 
District. Tai Lue people like to set their houses at the 
low plain near the river and the plain between 
mountains. Khong River is an important river which 
they call “Nam Khong”. Chinese people call this 
river, “Lan Chang” and Tai Lue also call this river 
“Li” or “Sui Pai Ei”.   In Vietnam, the community of 
Tai Lue people is in Bin Luh city and at the west area 
of Black River which is a border to China.   In Laos, 
Tai Lue people settle in the north of Sing City, in 
Nam Ta main sub-district in Long City, North Au, 
South Au, North Ngai, South Ngai, North Boon, 
South Boon in Phong Sali sub-district, Sai, Bang, 
Hook, Hongsa, in Udomsai sub-district, Ngern, 
Chiang Hon, and Hongsan in Chaiyaburi sub-district. 
Besides living in these cities, they also settle around 
Luang Phra Bang City and dispersedly along the 
basin of Au River and Khong River in Luang Phra 
Bang sub-district and in many villages in Bor Kaew 
sub-district.  In Thailand, Tai Lue immigrated and 
settled in some provinces in the upper north in 
Chiangrai, Phayao, Nan, Phrae, Lampang, Lampoon, 
and Chiangmai since a long time ago. The governors 
in the past moved a great number of Tai Lue people 
from Sib Song Panna forcibly to be there. Some of 
them moved later to do commerce, to follow their 
relatives, to marry, and look for a proper place to 
make a living, escape war, even be in religion, and 
make a pilgrimage.  This might be reasons for Tai 
Lue people having cultures, traditions, belief, and 
lifestyles which are similar to Lanna Thai people. 
This can tell an outstanding uniqueness of ethnicity 
that they have their unique pronunciation of their 
language and have their own alphabets. Tai Lue 
alphabets were developed from Dhamma Bali 
alphabets in Buddhism and they are like those of Tai 
Khern in Myanmar and Tai Yuan in Thailand.         
The ways Tai Lue dress are specifically traditional. 
Tai Lue women have long hair gathered up in the 
middle of their head and at the end of their hair is 
pulled like a hoop and this hair gathering style is 
called “Muay Wong”. Tai Lue woman puts on a long 
sleeve blouse with one front part covering the other 
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called “Seua Pad” and a sarong featuring horizontal 
stripes with two-seam sewing and beautiful and 
colorful patterns. The techniques use for weaving are 
various called “Sin Ta” or “Sin Ta Lue”. A Tai Lue 
man puts on a long-sleeved shirt with no part 
covering the other or with part covering the other, and 
wears a loose pants. Men’s clothes are made from 
Sida clothe or blue-dyed clothes. Tai Lue men and 
women often wrap their heads by clothes when they 
leaves for work, go out, or formal dressing on special 
occasions .[4]All of textile used for making clothes 
for men and women are woven by Tai Lue women.  
Tai Lue woven textile play a role in lifestyles of Tai 
Lue people since they are born until they die. In the 
past, clothes for newborns like sheets for baby or 
baby mattress were woven by their mothers. Sheets 
for baby are made from mother’s old sarong because 
its texture is mild and soft and suitable for baby skin. 
Weaving is a sort of work that all of Tai Lue women 
can do because textiles are necessary for all family 
members’ wears and their customs are set to do that. 
How people in Lanna Kingdom dressed appeared on 
wall painting in ubosots and temples.  Tai Lue 
women are specially capable of weaving both for 
household wears such as Sali (mattress), Pha Lob 
(bed sheet), blankets, pillows, and especially sarongs 
which are put on to obviously show their ethnicity.   
“Tai Lue woven textile is life and belief”, in this 
statement, reveals a social dimension as well as a 
religion and belief dimension.   Buddhism is a mind 
restraint for Tai Lue people like other Tai people. 
Women can’t be ordained, so they store their merits 
by weaving textile as offerings to Buddha and offer it 
to monks for their wears. A woman who are also a 
mother will offer textile and weave textile for her son 
when he is ordained.   Most of Tai Lue’s beliefs relate 
to religion and mystery. This affects their rituals 
which relate to religion and beliefs on ghosts or 
spirits. They use clothes with patterns to be one 
element of their rituals because they themselves 
believe that the textiles and their patterns on each one 
are typical and related to their beliefs that those 
patterns can protect them form evils and protect the 
spirit of the person wearing. This is a reason why 
textile is one element of Tai Lue rituals.  “Tung” is a 
long woven colorful textile called “Thor Khid” or 
“Thor Jok”. It is woven with bamboo inserts and 
geometric patterns or animal figures like an elephant, 
a horse, a serpent, a hastilinga, 12 constellations. The 
most popular patterns are elephant figures and horse 
figures. After Tai Lue people offer Tung, they always 
hang it in a temple in front of principle Buddha 
image. Names and statement of dedication are tagged 
with it. Offering Tung is to provide merits for next 
life of the person offering and this kind of offering is 
often done on Songkran Festival and other religious 
ceremonies.  “Pha Ched Noi” is a small square woven 
textile with no patterns. It is offered with other 
offerings to Buddha.   “Pha Ched Luang” is also 
called “Pha Khid” which has the same patterns at 

each end of the textile. It is like Pha Ched of men but 
it is bigger and longer. It is different from Tung 
because Tung has only one edge of its strip. Pha Ched 
Luang is offered to a temple. It can is an offer to 
Buddha, but it’s not for actual usage.   “Pha Hor 
Kampi or Pha Hor Dharma”: Tai Lue people have a 
tradition of making merit by offering Dharma which 
is written on palm leaves. It is believed that it brings 
many merits. Because Dharma is precious, so it needs 
closely and beautifully wrapping. Tai Lue women 
weave by alternating bamboo strips with other 
colorful threads elaborately and they offer this kind of 
woven textile together with Dharma or others 
offerings to Buddha. Weaving textile is an indicator 
showing the readiness of being a noble woman in 
society in the past. Weaving can’t be separated from 
women’s lives. The girls begin to weave when they 
are teenagers by having their mother, grandmothers, 
and other members in their families impart 
knowledge and skills on doing houseworks, planting 
cottons and mulberries, feeding silk worms, and 
taking flosses for weaving. Woven textiles are made 
for blankets, bags, hiding clothes, skirts, sarongs, Pha 
Toy, mattresses, pillows, mosquito nets, front 
mosquito net clothe, etc. Moreover, woven textiles 
are prepared in advance before the end time of life 
such as sheets covering coffin etc. From all of the 
above stories, weaving is a kind of productions reflect 
creative thinking, wisdom, traditions, and beliefs such 
as belief on ghosts, belief that there is a hell and a 
heaven, or belief about being born, old, suffered, and 
died etc. From the principles of Buddhism, making 
merits influencing next life, this kind of beliefs has 
brought women to keep weaving textiles with 
different patterns. Because of their powerful merits, 
Tai Lue woven textile is still existing with beautiful 
patterns imparted until present.  In addition, “Tai Lue 
Women” is very important because they impart their 
cultural heritage and they are also textile producers, 
users, and wisdom instructors from generation to 
generation like a Laotian proverb said “A women 
weaves, a man forges”. This makes lifestyle of Tai 
Lue women not be different from other Tai groups 
whose entire lives relate to weaving and as a result, 
Tai Lue women are capable of weaving and are 
master on it.  It appears on various patterns of Tai 
Lue woven textiles which are beautifully decorated 
by different techniques. These figures and patterns 
have been imparted for a long long time and it 
outstanding reveals the uniqueness of Tai Lue woven 
textile.   From the above statements, it reflects the 
roles and duties of Tai Lue women who have to be 
capable of weaving and it also mirrors how they think 
and believe and the values that Tai Lue people are 
holding are also shown on their textile.   Therefore, 
“each woven textile” does not mean only it is being a  
textile but it also means a powerful culture that is 
lively. This reflects the importance of wisdom of Tai 
Lue woven textile affecting lifestyles of Tai Lue 
people, their understanding. It can connect to the fact 
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that “Tai Lue woven textile” is developed based on 
local wisdom and community culture.  “Wisdom” is a 
reflection of post modern concept. During last five 
decades, Thai society was focusing on making its 
country to be modern and this made Thai society 
change from traditional society to be modern society 
of industrial world by duplicating what the west 
succeeded that focused on the industrial growth. 
Therefore, developing the country was mainly laid on 
economic concept which has prioritized on capital 
flow and economic growth and that has become an 
important factor and condition determine social 
relationships. Not only that, it is also convinced that 
this kind of development is the best way to produce a 
good life quality and society. Wisdom is knowledge 
or experience that a person contains by being 
imparted by their ancestors in community, family, 
belief, and religion that link to accumulating 
experiences, careers, and learning for natural 
environments. Wisdom is a development of 
knowledge and intelligence of people in the society 
and becomes skills in living practices.  If wisdom is 
mentioned on revealing the dependence on nature, 
“Tai Lue woven textile” is considered as a 
representative of local wisdom which creates 
common usage benefits together with its beauty 
shown on its patterns, colors, and elaboration. Thus, it 
is categorized as a craft indicating the foundation of 
wisdom based on natural reliance and generated by 
elaborately thinking along with imagination and 
spirits of Tai Lue women who produce Tai Lue 
woven textile which is valuable, priceless, and 
meaningful.  “Tai Lue woven textile” is regarded as a 
representative of Tai Lue ethnic. It becomes the ways 
of living and cultures that are developed to serve 
people’s lifestyles. The cultures that can be imparted 
and communicated to local people to apply with 
understanding. It becomes a tool, a technique, a 
material production, and others relating. The method 
of Tai Lue woven textile production is called for in 
some specific groups of Tai Lue people and this 
knowledge can not be generated or practiced in 
industrial society or scientific process, but it is the 
intelligence of people who apply nature around them 
creatively.  The government has applied its policy on 
income generation for people by using local wisdom 
to develop products for local development process 
and strengthen community self-reliance and people’s 
participatory method to generate work and income. 
The resources on local wisdom are developed to be 
quality products and services by maintaining the 
wisdom of each locality and produce outstanding 
quality products that can be a selling point that is 
known broadly throughout the country and 
worldwide. “Tai Lue woven textile” is culture 
reproduction and there are some changes to be 
sustainable not only for generating income but also 
for sustaining morality revealed in cultural wisdom 
which is worthy and valuable in economy.[5] 
 

Part 3: The theories and the concepts used for 
community economic development 
In general, the concept on community economy are 
from two sources:  The first concept is from 
Gandhian that supports community economy, village 
economy by focusing on production instead of 
importing and purchasing from markets, on 
decreasing household expenses which equals to 
increasing invisible income for household. Moreover, 
it focuses on being self-reliant community that people 
learn to produce for eating and using among 
themselves.   The other concept is from Russia. It was 
a participatory development from the community 
level and became a political party finally. This 
development is called “Social Revolutionary”. This 
concept was from A. V. Chayanov (1888-1939) who 
thought that community economy is one economic 
system that can be organized to be self-reliant and be 
an important foundation for national economic 
system. In Thailand, there was an attempt to propose 
the concept of community economic development 
after changing the ruling in 1932 by Mr. Preedee 
Phanomyong. Mr. Phanomyong tried to propose the 
concept to divide economic development into 2 parts: 
the economic development of the government and the 
economic development based on co-operatives 
system. His idea was written in  the “Economic 
Project Draft” document or is well-known on “the 
Yellow Cover Notebook”. However, his idea was 
viewed by the opposite party that it belonged to 
Communism, so it was extremely opposed and it was 
not taken in any action. While Capitalism and 
Marxism pointed that community economic system 
was a way that waits for failure and also believed that 
finally the community economy would mix in the 
capitalism. It meant that the community economy 
would be phased out. Family labors would become 
hiring on job labors. Human resources would become 
one of production factors in the capitalism. In the 
history of developing countries, it has not been 
confirmed or approved if this concept is true or not.  
However, Italy is an example of the country which 
drives its community economic system. It represents 
that family economy or community economy and 
agricultural business and family industry can promote 
the economy growth. The community economic 
development has expanded to become small and 
medium enterprises at the end. This is such a good 
example that Italy become a model of the country 
relying on community economic development to 
drive its national economy. Another example is 
Taiwan which applies community economy to drive 
national economy by focusing on promoting 
education, community learning,  small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs), and co-operatives, so its 
community economy is stable and becomes a strong 
foundation to drive its national one.    Likewise, Israel 
is another good example emphasizing on community 
economy development; for example, KIBBUTZ’ 
community economy development or MOSHAV’s 
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one that drive the economy of Israel by constructing 
agricultural system to produce food which is an 
important factor under the environment that is 
surrounded by rock sea and dessert. Agricultural 
community system is applied with only one plain 
water source in the north of the country; that is, 
Galilee Lake. Under the deterioration and lack of 
natural resources does Israel turn its rock sea and 
dessert to become a place producing rich food and are 
always green in each community. This si a foundation 
of community economic development that is self-
reliant. Moreover, Israel can export its food to Europe 
and America. Israel improves its agricultural 
community to be a strategy for army security to 
protect its country during the war too.   From these 
three examples in three countries, it can be said that 
these countries give priority mainly on community 
economic development. When a community economy 
which is small units in the country has been 
strengthened and strong, this community economy 
will become an essential basis for all economy 
development in the country. Finally, the economy in 
these countries become strong and are able to be in 
the front role of other countries well.[6] 
 
Part 4 The methods of community economic 
development based on Tai Lue woven textile 
wisdom 
After studying on community economic development, 
it is possible to apply the strengths of Thai cultures 
that is flexible and open to develop the country. We 
have local wisdom, Tai Lue woven textile, 
accumulated firmly for a long time. Therefore, the 
community economic development should be 
emphasized and strengthened for sustainable 
development. The methods of community economic 
development based on the wisdom of Tai Lue 
cultures should be done as follows:  1) Analyze the 
conditions of community economy in Phrae Province 
by using the concept and the theory of TOWS Matrix. 
2) Analyze community potentialities and capabilities 
in Phrae Province first. Then see how ready the 
community is. If that community is not potential or 
ready, it will be difficult to develop it and the 
opportunity of achieving the goals is almost rare. On 
the other hand, if that community is potential and 
ready, it is much more possible to develop its 
community economy successfully. 3) Choose Ban 
Thin Community in Mueang Phrae District, Phrae 
Province because it is ready and likely to become a 
successful community on community economic 
development  highly. Ban Thin Community has 
interesting wisdom and its original ethnicity is Tai Lue.4) 
Study cultural wisdom of Ban Thin community 
whose cultural wisdom is Tai Lue woven textile 
which is potentially raise community economy to be 
better.  5) Analyze the conditions of cultural wisdom 
of Tai Lue woven textile to find out the ways to 
increase more values on Tai Lue textile so as to 
increase community economy value.   6) Find ways 

for community economic development by applying 
Tai Lue cultural wisdom and meeting with all of 
those who are concerned for community economic 
development based of the wisdom of Tai Lue 
cultures. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
After studying on community economic development, 
it is possible to apply the strengths of Thai cultures 
that is flexible and open to develop the country. We 
have local wisdom, Tai Lue woven textile, 
accumulated firmly for a long time. Therefore, the 
community economic development should be 
emphasized and strengthened for sustainable 
development. Thailand economy should be driven by 
giving priority mainly on community economic 
development. When a community economy which is 
small units in the country has been strengthened and 
strong, this community economy will become an 
essential basis for all economy development in the 
country. Finally, the economy in these countries 
become strong and are able to be in the front role of 
other countries well.The community economic 
development based on the wisdom of Tai Lue 
cultures is the development that takes cultural 
wisdom to be a tool to improve the community 
economic development which leads to sustain 
Thailand economic development.  According to the 
purposes of this article, this is to express the methods 
applying cultural wisdom to improve community 
economy and to propose a method of community 
economic development based on cultural wisdom 
especially on Tai Lue woven textile. This can 
increase capabilities of community members which is 
important power to build and sustain national 
economy and development. The details are presented 
in four parts. Part 1 is on community economic 
development. The meaning of “community economy” 
was presented and it meant an economic system at 
local level or in the holistic community. It is not only 
in the economic dimension which is like the figures 
of incomes, expenses, productions, and 
consumptions, but it is also the one which is a part of 
society and cultures relating to the lifestyles of people 
living in the community. A worthy system is added in 
too. In Part 2, the concepts on Tai Lue woven textile 
wisdom are presented. “Tai Lue woven textile” is 
regarded as a representative of Tai Lue ethnicity. It 
becomes the ways of living and cultures that are 
developed to serve people’s lifestyles. The cultures 
that can be imparted and communicated to local 
people to apply with understanding. It becomes a 
tool, a technique, a material production, and others 
relating. The method of Tai Lue woven textile 
production is called for in some specific groups of 
Tai Lue people and this knowledge can not be 
generated or practiced in industrial society or 
scientific process, but it is the intelligence of people 
who apply nature around them creatively. In part 3, 
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the theories and concepts applied on community 
economic development are presented. Firstly, 
Gandhian’s concept supports community economy, 
village economy by focusing on production instead of 
importing and purchasing from markets, on 
decreasing household expenses which equals to 
increasing invisible income for household. Moreover, 
it focuses on being self-reliant community that people 
learn to produce for eating and using among 
themselves. Secondly, another concept is from 
Russia. It was a participatory development from the 
community level and became a political party finally. 
Another concept of community economic 
development after changing the ruling in 1932  was 
proposed by Mr. Preedee Phanomyong. He tried to 
propose the concept to divide economic development 
into 2 parts: the economic development of the 
government and the economic development based on 
co-operatives system. In Part 4, the methods of 
community economic development based on Tai Lue 
woven textile wisdom were suggested: 1) Analyze the 
conditions of community economy in Phrae Province, 
2) Analyze community potentialities and capabilities 
in Phrae Province first, 3) Choose a community for 
the development and Ban Thin Community in 
Mueang Phrae District, Phrae Province was chosen 
because it is ready and likely to become a successful 
community on community economic development 

highly, 4) Study cultural wisdom of Ban Thin 
community whose cultural wisdom is Tai Lue woven 
textile,5) Analyze the conditions of cultural wisdom 
of Tai Lue woven textile to find out the ways to 
increase more values on Tai Lue textile, and 6) Find 
ways for community economic development by 
applying Tai Lue cultural wisdom.[7] 
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