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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Now a days, effective communication skills are 
mandatory for every professional aspirant in 
competitive technical era. Technological 
advancements are playing crucial role in obtaining 
efficient English language teaching and learning 
process.  Scientists and engineers may be technically 
brilliant but unless they can influence their 
colleagues, clients and superiors of their worth, their 
technical skills will be unnoticed. In a word, if 
technical people cannot communicate to others what 
they are doing and why it is important, their excellent 
technical skills will be redundant. In light of the 
above, this paper focuses on the efficient teaching 
learning approaches in English Language Teaching 
(ELT) such as CLL (Collaborative Language 
Learning) and TBLT (Task Based Language 
Learning) which play a predominant role in imparting 
effective communication skills. In fact, acquiring 
effective communication skills are not just handy 
unless aspirants put efforts on it. To meet the 
expectations of the industry and to survive in “Real 
Work Environment”, leaning is a mandatory. The 
researcher attempts to overview on the strategic use 
of CLL and TBLT approaches in order to accomplish 
effective communication skills. 
 
II. DEFINITION(S) 
 
Mc Innereney & Robert (2004) defines Collaborative 
Learning as “a method that implies working in a 
group of two or more to achieve a common goal, 
while respecting each individual’s contribution to the 
whole”. 
 
Richards (2005: 29) calls it as an ‘extension of the 
CLT movement’ with an aim to develop learners’ 
communicative competence. 
 
In this collaborative Learning the students are given 
freedom to enhance their language proficiency by 
various learning strategies. Besides, the learners gains 
knowledge by group learning and they are 
accountable for what they learn. In this context, 
Roshelle & Teaseley, (1955:70) advocates “…as the 
mutual engagement of participants in a coordinated 
effort to solve the problem together”. 

III. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
 

01. To enable the learners to learn individually 
with argumentative skills and to collaborate 
in group to develop solutions to the given 
tasks. 

02. To develop critical thinking skills and 
interpersonal communication abilities by 
presenting a task in collaboration. 

03. To develop team building, leadership skills 
with confidence. 

04. To enhance time management and 
managerial skills in the group activities. 

05.  To enhance problem solving skills through 
CLL and TBLT approaches. 

06. To create healthy competitive environment 
among the learners. 

 
IV. DESIGN 
 
This research is on the basis of observation study of 
the researcher with the peer group of forty five 
respondents as split into smaller groups during the 
activity sessions. Learners are from engineering 
stream, need to learn and practice problem solving 
and decision making skills in their professional 
careers. The learners need to apply these skills to 
cater the needs of industry as expected. 
 
V. COLLABORATIVE LEARNING 
 
The term ‘Collaborative Learning’ stands for an 
innovate approach in learning in groups with attempts 
by learners along with the teachers. Collaborative 
learning refers to approaches and methodologies in 
which students involve in which individual learners 
will be acquiring effective communicative 
competencies. It engages the use of small groups of 
learners who can make best use of their learning and 
that of their groups. It is a progression of shared 
conception: two or more learners interacting to create 
a shared understanding of a concept, discipline or 
area of practice that none had beforehand acquired or 
could have prepared their own. Collaborative learning 
activities can include collaborative listening, speaking 
reading and writing for group projects, and other 
activities. 
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The idea of collaborative learning is interrelated to 
co-operative learning as the concepts of learning in 
communities and organizations particularly in 
professional learning.  Learners as well as Teachers 
are also encouraged to collaborate with others to 
further their own learning. 
 
With the advancements accomplished with the 
emergence of ESP (English for The Specific Purpose) 
in early 1960s the approach of learning English has 
been changed drastically. There has been an 
evolutionary paradigm shift from TTT to STT which 
means Teacher Talk Time to Student Talk Time. Also 
has been witnessed that Teacher Centered to Learner 
Centered. 
 
VI. TASK BASED LANGUAGE TEACHING 
(TBLT) 
 
The term TBLT (Task-based language teaching) 
in task-based instruction (TBI) highlights on the use 
of reliable language and on probing the learners to do 
meaningful tasks using the target language L2. Those 
tasks can be included as formal talk to the teacher, 
attending an interview, visiting a doctor, at the 
counter clerk or customer care for help etc. TBLT is 
considered as a well known approach popular for 
developing target language fluency and student 
confidence. As such TBLT can be considered a 
branch of Communicative Language Teaching (CLT). 
Ellis (2003) profoundly says, “A task is a work plan 
that requires learners to process language 
pragmatically in order to achieve an outcome that can 
be evaluated in terms of whether the correct or 
appropriate propositional content has been conveyed. 
To this end, it requires them to give a primary 
attention to meaning and to make use of their own 
linguistic resources, although the design of the task 
may predispose them to choose particular forms. A 
task is intended to result in language use that bears a 
resemblance, direct or indirect; to the way language is 
used in the real-world… a task can engage productive 
or receptive, and oral or written skills, and also 
various cognitive processes”(p.16). 
 
The key elements of TBLT 
According to Ellis (2003), a task will incorporate 
some ‘gap’ which means information gap for learners 
to close it: 
 
1. Real-world processes of language use  
2. Involving any of the four language skills  
3. Clearly defined communicative outcome Weak or 
strong version. Task Based Language Learning 
requires a certain amount of previous knowledge and 
a clear planning. Before carrying out the task, it has 
to be well defined in addition to the suggestions and 
clues to perform the task.  
 
 

VII. Methodology 
 
The methodology of the study was based on the 
observation research through group discussion 
sessions conducted for the students of higher 
semester engineering in one of the reputed institutes 
in India. The number of students participated in the 
study were forty five, arranged themselves into small 
groups of their convenience. The objective of the 
collaboration in the task is to bring out ultimate 
decision making skill through agreeing and 
disagreeing with colleagues in the group. Equal time 
duration was distributed to all the groups.  
 
Each group consists with ideal number of six 
participants. Initially the case based topic was 
presented before them to unfold the reasons. The 
learners will have to apply relevant oratorial and 
logical skills they have procured to find the 
discussion in smooth flow. 
 
The tool for this study is a pre- test and post–test and 
these were administered to the all the individual 
groups as initially intra group activity was performed. 
 
VIII. TBL PROCEDURE DEVICE 
 

 The initial step of the task is to design and 
allocate required inputs to the learners and 
execute. 

 The teacher enlightens the task to the 
students by giving clues to implement the 
task systematically.  

 The tasks can be confirmed either by teacher 
of with the AV demonstrator for better 
understanding. 

 The teacher has to play a crucial role to 
explain the expected outcome of the task to 
enable the student work in the right 
direction. 

 The students can be given the task according 
to its design into individual activity, pair 
activity or group activity. 
 

Task Stage can be implemented in three stages. 
1. Pre-Task Stage 
2. Task Stage 
3. Post-Task Stage 

 
Pre-Task Stage 
Planning a Task progression 
This requires a strategic preparation for list of tasks 
essential in common to any TBLT situation in a class.  
This is initiated by announcing a topic by the teacher 
to the peer group. For this imminent requirement is 
the need analysis .in general, a TBLT class session 
can be split into three major stages namely opening 
(pre task stage), performance (task stage), and ending 
(post task stage). 
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According to Ellis (2004) in this stage four substitutes 
are at teacher’s choices. First, a task similar to the 
main task can be done. In this trial performance the 
teacher leads this “smaller version” of the main task 
so that learners` performance during the main task 
can be scaffolded. This is believed to pave the way 
for “self-regulation” through “other-regulation” 
(Ellis, 2004: 24). 

 The task stage consists of the learners 
performing the task according to the 
previous stage. The teacher plays a decisive 
role here to observe and perform as catalyst 
and counselor for the students. 

 The students enact the tasks to achieve 
outcome as per the guidelines and strategies 
of the given task.  

 The students work out the strategies for 
presentation of the result in the form of 
presentation, report or discussion.  

 
Post-Task Stage 

 The outcome of the task is expected in this 
stage. 

 Task can be repeated if the mistakes are 
identified and finally rectifying them.  

 The teacher gives feedback and evaluates the 
performance. 

 The teacher discusses effectiveness of the 
task, mistakes or problems. 

 
IX. FINDINGS  
 
From the analysis on the observatory study of the 
event series conducted, one may conclude that CLL 
TBLT do have an impact on the way the students 
develop communicative abilities though strategic 
measures adopted through agreeing and disagreeing 
with the other members in a group. It can also be 
found that logical framework of argumentative skills 
have been enhanced. Advantage of Time 
management i.e. to allocate and utilize time schedules 
for the prescribed event has been consciously 
developed. This observation study has also proved 
that the learners have been developed eventually 
confidence and commitment. However, they proved 
themselves as effective team members of their 
respective teams. Eventually, the learners could be 
able to develop spontaneity in fluency and effective 
through processing with reasoning skills in these 
focused CLL and TBLT events. 
 
Tasks that can be Conducted on LSRW 
LISTENING 

 Accent and Pronunciation 
 Comprehension 
 Plays 
 Narratives 

 
SPEAKING  

 Impromptu/ Extempore / JAM 

 Situational dialogues/ Role-plays 
 Group Discussions/ Debate/Seminars 
 Public speaking 
 Interview 

 
READING 

 Newspapers/Magazines/Articles/Journals 
 Critical appreciation of the Novel 
 Stories and one act plays  
 Related literature from library and e sources. 

 
WRITING  

 Short Narratives 
 Curriculum vitae/Tenders/Quotations 
 Letters 
 Technical Reports 
 E-mails 

 
The topics of the TBLT has the tasks need to be 
performed in the ELCS Lab should be close to 
professional life of the students to develop their 
careers. They perform the tasks quite enjoyably 
without much difficulty.  
 
X. GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS / 
SUGGESTIONS  
 
Here are some suggestions presented by the 
researcher to enhance the use and significance of 
CLL and TBLT approaches for effective teaching and 
learning sessions in the activity labs 
It is suggested that several measures can be taken to 
make effective use of CLL and TBLT in the activity 
labs for all engineering students. 
 
1. To be prescribed as the part of curriculum 

especially on CLL and TBLT as academic 
projects for engineering students  

2. Exchanging of the groups for better learning 
opportunities.  

3. The project should be made compulsory for 
English language Activity labs. 

4. Providing opportunity for inter college/institute 
participation for encouraging CLL and TBLT 
group activity presentations for ELCS project 
students. 

5. Encourage the faculty for more creative and 
innovation methods to implement CLL and 
TBLT by providing training and orientation 
programs. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
This paper focuses on the efficient teaching learning 
approaches in English Language Teaching (ELT) 
such as CLL (Collaborative Language Learning) and 
TBLT (Task Based Language Learning) which play a 
predominant role in imparting effective 
communication skills. In fact, acquiring effective 
communication skills are not just handy unless 
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aspirants put efforts on it. To meet the expectations of 
the industry and to survive in “Real Work 
Environment”, leaning is a mandatory. This paper is a 
humble endeavor to highlight the role and 
significance of advanced methods and innovative 
approaches such as CLL and TBLT to sustain the 
effective communication skills among the learners to 
meet the requirement of the industry and to prepare 
them ready for that. 
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