
International Journal of Management and Applied Science, ISSN: 2394-7926                                         Volume-3, Issue-3, Mar.-2017 
http://iraj.in 

US – Russian Relations at the Lowest Point now – Causes & Impact 
 

92 

US – RUSSIAN RELATIONS AT THE LOWEST POINT NOW – 
CAUSES & IMPACT 

 
ANAND SAGAR 

 
Adjunct Faculty & Research Guide for Ph.D. Programs, Shri JJT University, Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan, India 

E-mail: anandsagar1973@gmail.com 
 
 
Abstract - US today feels that there is no role for Assad in Syria's future, given that he had lost legitimacy.  The way the 
Assad Administration is behaving, it is unclear if Russia is taking its obligation seriously to rid Syria of chemical weapons. 
As the war is no solution to the problem, the negotiations between the warring factions is the only way forward. For this, 
while the sufferings of the Syrian people should be relieved forthwith, Russia should be allowed to play an important role to 
decide upon their future of Syria and continue to be its strongest ally.  On the other side, China, should persuade its ally 
North Korea to resist from continuing with its missile program and should immediately come on the negotiation table. 
Moreover, Washington should resist itself from launching a unilateral strike on North Korea,  like the one on Syria.   It is a 
fact that the reckless nuclear missile actions of Pyongyang has violated the UN resolutions, but that does not mean that US 
break international law.  The crisis should rather be resolved through diplomatic routes and multilateral dialogues.  
Moreover, as the Chinese companies are being accused of acting as enablers of North Korea's nuclear missile program, 
China should come clean and persuade its ally North Korea to resist from future test firing of conventional or nuclear 
missiles.   
 
Keywords - Syrian Crisis, Chemical Weapons, US Airstrikes, North Korea, Missile Program, Nuclear Arms and Missiles.  
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Since the US launched airstrikes against Assad's 
forces in retaliation for a chemical attack on civilians 
in April, 2017, Trump administration officials have 
offered mixed messages about whether Washington 
believes Assad definitely must surrender power, and 
when. US today feels that there is no role for Assad in 
Syria's future, given that he had lost legitimacy.  The 
way the Assad Administration is behaving, it is 
unclear if Russia is taking its obligation seriously to 
rid Syria of chemical weapons. As the war is no 
solution to the problem, the negotiations between the 
warring factions is the only way forward. For this, 
while the sufferings of the Syrian people should be 
relieved forthwith, Russia should be allowed to play 
an important role to decide upon their future of Syria 
and continue to be its strongest ally.   
 
China, should persuade its ally North Korea to resist 
from continuing with its missile program and should 
immediately come on the negotiation table. 
Moreover,  Washington should resist itself from 
launching a unilateral strike on North Korea,  like the 
one on Syria.   It is a fact that the reckless nuclear 
missile actions of Pyongyang has violated the 
UN resolutions, but that does not mean that US break 
international law.  The crisis should rather be 
resolved through diplomatic routes and multilateral 
dialogues.  Moreover, as the Chinese companies are 
being accused of acting as enablers of North Korea's 
nuclear missile program, China should come clean 
and persuade its ally North Korea to resist from 
future test firing of conventional or nuclear missiles.   
 
Having gone through the preceding paragraphs, it is 
evident that American foreign policy is returning to 

customary, well-worn tracks  and Russia and China 
are again emerging as familiar US adversaries, with 
President Donald Trump resuming Washington's 
embrace of Nato on 12th April, 2017  after calling it 
''obsolete'' during his election campaign - while 
warning Moscow and Beijing about backing their 
client states Syria and North Korea, respectively.  
 
 
II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
 
(1) Russia must choose between Assad and the US:  
US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson issued an 
ultimatum to Russia on 11th April, 2017  saying, "Side 
with the US and like-minded countries on Syria, or 
embrace Iran, militant group Hezbollah and 
embattled Syrian leader Bashar Assad."  As he 
embarked on a trip to Moscow following urgent 
meetings in Italy with top diplomats, Tillerson said it 
was unclear whether Russia had failed to take 
seriously its obligation to rid Syria of chemical 
weapons, or had merely been incompetent. But he 
said the distinction "doesn't much matter to the dead".  
"We cannot let this happen again," the secretary of 
state said. 
 
"We want to relieve the suffering of the Syrian 
people. Russia can be a part of that future and play an 
important role," Tillerson added in remarks to 
reporters. "Or Russia can maintain its alliance with 
this group, which we believe is not going to serve 
Russia's interests longer term."  Russia's foreign 
ministry said in a statement that it hoped for 
"productive talks". It said the outcome of the 
discussions is important not only for the Russia-US 
relationship, but "for the overall atmosphere on the 
world stage".  Tillerson is travelling to Russia several 
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days after a chemical attack in Syria and a US 
airstrike on a Syrian government base that Moscow 
today dismissed as "an act of aggression". Moscow is 
a staunch ally of President Bashar Assad whom 
the United States blamed for the chemical attack. 
Since the US launched airstrikes against Assad's 
forces in retaliation for a chemical attack on civilians 
last week, Trump administration officials have 
offered mixed messages about whether Washington 
believes Assad definitely must surrender power, and 
when. Tillerson said it was clear the US saw no role 
for Assad in Syria's future, given that he had lost 
legitimacy. 
 
(2)  Russia-US relations have 'worsened' under 
Trump: Putin:  President Vladimir Putin said ties 
between Russia and the United States appear to have 
deteriorated under Donald Trump in an interview 
released on Wednesday (12.04.2017)  as the 
countries' top diplomats met in Moscow.  "You can 
say that the level of trust on a working level, 
especially on the military side, has not improved but 
most likely worsened," Putin said in a transcript from 
an interview with Mir television posted by the 
Kremlin. The comments came out as US Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson and Russian counterpart Sergei 
Lavrov held tense talks following an alleged Syrian 
chemical attack and subsequent missile strike by 
Washington.  Moscow and Washington are trying to 
figure each other out during the first visit by a senior 
member of Donald Trump's administration to Russia.  
The US has blamed Moscow's ally and Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad of the deadly attack that 
killed scores of civilians and launched missile strikes 
against one of the regime's airbases in retribution. 
Putin has angrily rejected the accusations against 
Damascus and slammed the US bombing as "a 
violation of international law". 
 
(3) Trump declares US-Russia relations may be at 
'all-time low':  Laying bare deep and dangerous 
divisions on Syria and other issues, US 
President Donald Trump declared on Wednesday 
(12.04.2017) that US relations with Russia "may be at 
an all-time low." His top diplomat offered a similarly 
grim assessment from the other side of the globe after 
meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin in 
Moscow. 
 
"Right now we're not getting along with Russia at 
all," Trump said flatly during a White House news 
conference. It was stark evidence that the president is 
moving ever further from his campaign promises to 
establish better ties with Moscow.  Only weeks ago, it 
appeared that Trump, who praised Putin throughout 
the US election campaign, was poised for a 
potentially historic rapprochement with Russia. But 
any such expectations have crashed into reality amid 
the nasty back-and-forth over Syria and ongoing US 
investigations into Russia's alleged interference in 

America's US presidential election. "It'd be a fantastic 
thing if we got along with Putin and if we got along 
with Russia," Trump said. But he clearly wasn't 
counting on it. "That could happen, and it may not 
happen," he said. "It may be just the opposite." Not 
long before Trump spoke in Washington, Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson struck a similar tone after an 
almost two-hour meeting with Putin, saying the two 
countries had reached a "low point" in relations. 
 
(4)  Russia warns US against unilateral strike on 
North Korea:  Russia on 16th April, 2017 
warned Washington against launching a unilateral 
strike on North Korea, after US Vice President Mike 
Pence said the era of "strategic patience" 
with Pyongyang was over. "This is a very risky path," 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said at a 
news conference in Moscow. "We do not accept the 
reckless nuclear missile actions of Pyongyang that 
breach UN resolutions, but that does not mean that 
you can break international law," he said."I hope that 
there will not be any unilateral actions like the one we 
saw recently in Syria." 
 
On the other hand, Pence on Monday warned North 
Korea not to test President Donald Trump's resolve, 
declaring that "all options are on the table" for 
curbing its missile and nuclear weapons programmes. 
Defying international pressure, the North on Sunday 
tried to test-fire another missile in an attempt that 
failed, but which fuelled fears that it may be 
preparing for its sixth atomic weapons test. Pence 
said that the era of US "strategic patience" in dealing 
with the North was over, after more than two 
decades.   
"In the past two weeks, the world witnessed the 
strength and resolve of our new president in actions 
taken in Syria and Afghanistan," Pence said. "North 
Korea would do well not to test his resolve, or the 
strength of the armed forces of the United States." 
 
(5)  Chidanand Rajghatta (2017):  US returns to 
embrace Nato, bash Russia, China:  American foreign 
policy may be returning to customary, well-worn 
tracks. 
Russia and China are again emerging as familiar US 
adversaries, with President Donald Trump resuming 
Washington's embrace of Nato on Wednesday - after 
calling it ''obsolete'' during his election campaign -- 
while warning Moscow and Beijing about backing 
their client states Syria and North Korea, 
respectively.  ''I have great confidence that China will 
properly deal with North Korea. If they are unable to 
do so, the US, with its allies, will!'' Trump tweeted on 
Thursday morning, hours after he reversed coursed on 
Nato and said ''It's no longer obsolete.''  ''I complained 
about that a long time ago, and they made a change -- 
and now they do fight terrorism,'' Trump said during 
a joint news conference Wednesday afternoon with 
Nato Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg. ''I said it 
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was obsolete. It's no longer obsolete.''  A few hours 
later, he tweeted: ''Great meeting w/ Nato Secretary 
General We agreed on the importance of getting 
countries to pay their fair share & focus on the threat 
of terrorism.''  
 
The course correction -- or restoration -- appeared to 
stem from assessments that outreach to Russia and 
China, both long distrusted by the Washington 
establishment, should not be at the expense of the 
long-serving Nato alliance where the primary 
differences were about spending money on defense 
and a more stringent immigration policy that US 
wants to pursue while tying it to terrorism.  The old 
Washington establishment thinking also appeared to 
have prevailed over Trump's random foreign policy 
digressions. 
 
 
III. FINDINGS 
 
On Syrian Crisis: 
 After a chemical attack in Syria and a US 

airstrike on a Syrian government base in April, 
2017, Moscow dismissed as "an act of 
aggression". Moscow is a staunch ally of 
President Bashar Assad whom the United 
States blamed for the chemical attack. Since the 
US launched airstrikes against Assad's forces in 
retaliation for a chemical attack on civilians last 
week, Trump administration officials have 
offered mixed messages about whether 
Washington believes Assad definitely must 
surrender power, and when. Tillerson said it was 
clear the US saw no role for Assad in Syria's 
future, given that he had lost legitimacy. "It is 
clear to all of us that the reign of the Assad 
family is coming to an end," he said.  

 
 A key focus since the chemical attack has been 

on increasing pressure on Russia, Assad's 
strongest ally, which has used its own military to 
keep Assad in power. The US and others have 
said that Russia bears responsibility for the 
deaths of civilians at the hands of Assad given 
Moscow's role in guaranteeing the 2013 deal in 
which Assad was supposed to have given up his 
chemical weapons arsenal.  The US raised the 
stakes significantly  when a senior US official 
said Washington has made a preliminary 
conclusion that Russia knew in advance of 
Syria's chemical weapons attack. Yet the US has 
no proof of Moscow's involvement.   

 
 President Vladimir Putin said on 12th April, 2017 

that ties between Russia and the United 
States appear to have deteriorated under Donald 
Trump.  The US has blamed Moscow's ally and 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad of the deadly 
attack that killed scores of civilians and launched 

missile strikes against one of the regime's 
airbases in retribution. Putin has angrily rejected 
the accusations against Damascus and slammed 
the US bombing as "a violation of international 
law".  Despite hopes of an improvement in 
Russia-US ties under Trump, the Tillerson-
Lavrov talks look set to be dominated by the split 
over Syria, where more than 320,000 people 
have died in six years of war.  Washington has 
said it is hoping to pry Russia away from its 
support for Assad, but the Kremlin on 
Wednesday decried any calls to drop the Syrian 
leader as "pretty absurd".Prior to Tillerson's 
arrival, hopes in Moscow had already dimmed 
that Trump would make good on his pledge to 
improve ties with Russia, as relations with the 
Kremlin have become politically toxic on the 
back of claims that Putin conspired to get Trump 
elected. 

 
 Laying bare deep and dangerous divisions 

on Syria and other issues, US President Donald 
Trump declared on 12.04.2017 that US relations 
with Russia "may be at an all-time low." His top 
diplomat offered a similarly grim assessment 
from the other side of the globe after meeting 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin in 
Moscow.  Only weeks ago, it appeared that 
Trump, who praised Putin throughout the US 
election campaign, was poised for a potentially 
historic rapprochement with Russia. But any 
such expectations have crashed into reality amid 
the nasty back-and-forth over Syria and ongoing 
US investigations into Russia's alleged 
interference in America's US presidential 
election. Not long before Trump spoke in 
Washington, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
struck a similar tone after an almost two-hour 
meeting with Putin, saying the two countries had 
reached a "low point" in relations.  

 
 As the FBI and multiple congressional 

committees investigate possible collusion 
between Russia and Trump's campaign, the 
president and his aides can now point to his hard-
line stance on Syrian President Bashar Assad as 
evidence he's willing to stand up to Putin.  More 
than 80 people were killed in what the US has 
described as a nerve gas attack that Assad's 
forces undoubtedly carried out. Russia says 
rebels were responsible for whatever chemical 
agent was used, which the Trump administration 
calls a disinformation campaign.  Not long 
before Trump spoke, Russia vetoed a Western-
backed U.N. resolution that would have 
condemned the chemical weapons attack and 
demanded a speedy investigation.   
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 Until the chemical attack, the Trump 
administration had sought to step back from the 
US position that Assad should leave power. But 
Tillerson repeated the administration's new belief 
that "the reign of the Assad family is coming to 
an end."  US believe that Syria's government had 
committed more than 50 attacks using chlorine or 
other chemical weapons over the duration of the 
conflict and possible war crimes charges could 
be levied against the Syrian leader. Russia has 
never publicly acknowledged any such attacks by 
Assad's forces and has tried for the past 18 
months to help him expand his authority in Syria.  

 
 Beyond Syria, Russia's alleged meddling in the 

US presidential election also hovered over what 
was the first face-to-face encounter between 
Putin and any Trump administration Cabinet 
member.  Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov blasted US claims that it has "irrefutable 
evidence" of election interference.   

 
On North Korean crisis: 
 On the other hand US has warned North Korea 

not to test President Donald Trump's resolve, 
declaring that all options were on the table for 
curbing its missile and nuclear weapons 
programmes. Defying international pressure, 
however, the North again tried to test-fire 
another missile in an attempt that failed, but 
which fuelled fears that it may be preparing for 
its sixth atomic weapons test.  

 
 
 On 13th April, 2017, the mainstream US media 

was replete with stories of tough American 
posturing against Russia and China over 
developments in Syria and North Korea. Chinese 
companies were accused of acting as enablers of 
North Korea's nuclear missile program, and 
Russia was publicly chastised for its role in 
Syria, even as Moscow and Damascus have both 
said US intervention is helping the terrorists they 
are fighting.   

 
 So it was back to a lot of saber-rattling, although 

the US President, author of "The Art of the 
Deal,'' held out the hope that things would soon 
settled down.  ''Things will work out fine 
between the USA and Russia. At the right time 
everyone will come to their senses & there will 
be lasting peace!'' he tweeted on Thursday 
morning. 

 
CONCLUSION  
 
Having gone through the preceding paragraphs, it is 
evident that American foreign policy is returning to 
customary, well-worn tracks  and Russia and China 
are again emerging as familiar US adversaries, with 

President Donald Trump resuming Washington's 
embrace of Nato on 12th April, 2017  after calling it 
''obsolete'' during his election campaign - while 
warning Moscow and Beijing about backing their 
client states Syria and North Korea, respectively.  
 
Moscow is a staunch ally of President Bashar Assad 
whom the United States blamed for the recent 
chemical attack. Since the US launched airstrikes 
against Assad's forces in retaliation for a chemical 
attack on civilians in April, 2017, Trump 
administration officials have offered mixed messages 
about whether Washington believes Assad definitely 
must surrender power, and when. US today feels that 
there is no role for Assad in Syria's future, given that 
he had lost legitimacy.  The way the Assad 
Administration is behaving, it is unclear if Russia is 
taking its obligation seriously to rid Syria of chemical 
weapons. As the war is no solution to the problem, 
the negotiations between the warring factions is the 
only way forward. For this, while the sufferings of 
the Syrian people should be relieved forthwith, 
Russia should be allowed to play an important role to 
decide upon their future of Syria and continue to be 
its strongest ally.   
When it comes to North Korea, its main ally China, 
which is engaged in 90% of the North Korean Trade, 
should persuade its ally North Korea to resist from 
continuing with its missile program and should 
immediately come on the negotiation table. 
Moreover,  Washington should resist itself from 
launching a unilateral strike on North Korea,  like the 
one on Syria.   It is a fact that the reckless nuclear 
missile actions of Pyongyang has violated the 
UN resolutions, but that does not mean that US break 
international law.  The crisis should rather be 
resolved through diplomatic routes and multilateral 
dialogues.  Moreover, as the Chinese companies are 
being accused of acting as enablers of North Korea's 
nuclear missile program, China should come clean 
and persuade its ally North Korea to resist from 
future test firing of conventional or nuclear missiles.   
Finally, as the US-Russian relations are at the lowest 
point after the takeover of US reigns by Trump, 
effective working groups should soon established to 
improve US-Russian ties and identify lasting solution 
to the problems. The two sides should also discuss 
disagreements on Syria and how to end the country's 
six-year civil war.   
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