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Abstract - Days after the United Nations voted to condemn Israeli settlements in the West Bank and east Jerusalem, 
Donald Trump questioned its effectiveness, saying it's just a club for people to "have a good time." He wrote on Twitter that 
the UN has "such great potential," but it has become "just a club for people to get together, talk and have a good time. So 
sad!".  Keeping in mind the series of events that have took place during the last few decades, it shows UN’s ineffectiveness.  
But UN itself and alone need not to be blamed for this mess.  In fact, it is the arrogant attitude of the member nations, 
especially the powerful nations with veto powers or nuclear arms at their disposal, have rendered this premier international 
organization ineffective.  Israel-Palestinian crises has been going on for the last five decades with no possible solution in the 
sight.  Every time there is a resolution to restrict Israeli settlements, it is vetoed by US, Israel’s strongest ally.  There was a 
vote in the UN Security Council, convened in March 2014 at the request of the interim government in Kiev, on the draft 
resolution condemning the referendum in Crimea that saw it leaving Ukraine and joining Russia. The resolution was - 
surprise, surprise - vetoed by Russia, with China abstaining. There are many such cases where UN has been found 
ineffective in checking and controlling the activities of the Aggressors. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
The President of USA, Donald Trump has questioned 
the effectiveness of UNO, saying it's just a club for 
people to "have a good time." He wrote on Twitter 
that the UN has "such great potential," but it has 
become "just a club for people to get together, talk 
and have a good time. So sad!".  Keeping in mind the 
series of events that have took place during the last 
few decades, it shows UN’s ineffectiveness.  But UN 
itself and alone need not to be blamed for this mess.  
In fact, it is the arrogant attitude of the member 
nations, especially the powerful nations with veto 
powers or nuclear arms at their disposal, have 
rendered this premier international organization 
ineffective.  Israel-Palestinian crises has been going 
on for the last five decades with no possible solution 
in the sight.  Every time there is a resolution to 
restrict Israeli settlements, it is vetoed by US, Israel’s 
strongest ally.  Up to now, the UN has come up with 
two "major" moves on Ukraine: First, there was a 
vote in the UN Security Council, convened in March 
2014 at the request of the interim government in 
Kiev, on the draft resolution condemning the 
referendum in Crimea that saw it leaving Ukraine and 
joining Russia. The resolution was - surprise, surprise 
- vetoed by Russia, with China abstaining.  
 
On UN Tribunal verdict on South China Sea, the 
Chinese president, Xi Jinping, said China’s 
“territorial sovereignty and marine rights” in the seas 
would not be affected by the ruling, which declared 
large areas of the sea to be neutral international 
waters or the exclusive economic zones of other 
countries. He insisted China was still “committed to 
resolving disputes” with its neighbors.   

 
On JeM Chief, Masood Azhar, India strongly 
criticized an "unresponsive" Security Council on 05th 
October, 2016, for being indecisive on sanctioning 
leaders of organizations it itself designates as terrorist 
entities after China extended its "technical hold" on 
India's bid for a UN ban against JeM chief Masood 
Azhar. The United Nations has imposed sanctions 
on North Korea since 2006 for its nuclear tests and 
rocket launches. "The sanction resolutions of the UN 
Security Council are illegal criminal documents," 
Pang Kwang Hyok, vice director of the department of 
international organizations at the North Korean 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, told the APTN crew in 
Pyongyang. The North's mission to the UN issued a 
similar statement that was distributed by North 
Korean state media on Monday. "These resolutions 
determined that our nuclear tests and satellite 
launches pose threats to international peace and 
security, but then the problem is why has the UN 
Security Council never taken issue with the nuclear 
tests and satellite launches conducted by other 
countries?" Pang said.   
 
II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
 
(1) Alexander Nekrassov (2014): As the interim 
President of Ukraine, Oleksandr Turchinov, appeals 
to the United Nations to send UN peacekeepers to his 
beleaguered nation, the question that raises its ugly 
head, and not for the first time, is this: What is it 
exactly that the "international community" is doing 
about Ukraine, which is slipping into total chaos and 
skating close to a possible civil war?   
Not much, is the answer. We don't really hear about 
the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon - the most 
powerful politician in the world, as the joke says, 
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after Sarah Palin - and his lieutenants working their 
socks off, travelling between Washington, Brussels, 
Kiev and Moscow, as they try to work out some sort 
of solution to the crisis. 
Up to now, the UN has come up with two "major" 
moves on Ukraine: First, there was a vote in the UN 
Security Council, convened in March 2014 at the 
request of the interim government in Kiev, on the 
draft resolution condemning the referendum in 
Crimea that saw it leaving Ukraine and joining 
Russia. The resolution was - surprise, surprise - 
vetoed by Russia, with China abstaining and the rest, 
including Chad, supporting it wholeheartedly. (By the 
way, I had suggested to the now exiled President 
Viktor Yanukovych's people to ask the UN Security 
Council to hold an emergency meeting when anti-
government protesters in Kiev got really violent back 
in February, and started shooting and killing 
policemen on the streets of Kiev, but Yanukovych 
refused for some unknown reason.) 
 
And secondly, the UN General Assembly resolution 
on March 27 which called on nations not to accept the 
Crimean referendum and was approved by 100 
countries, rejected by 11, with 58 abstaining. To 
listen to some UN officials, it was a huge diplomatic 
achievement that showed Russia that the international 
community was not going to tolerate all that nonsense 
with Crimea changing its status.   
 
(2) Tom Phillips, Oliver Holmes and Owen 
Bowcott (2016):  China has said it will not accept a 
ruling against it in a key international legal case over 
strategic reefs and atolls that Beijing claims would 
give it control over disputed waters of the South 
China Sea.   The judgment by an international 
tribunal in The Hague came down overwhelmingly in 
favour of claims by the Philippines and is likely to 
increase global diplomatic pressure on Beijing to 
scale back military expansion in the area. By 
depriving certain outcrops of territorial-generating 
status, the ruling from the permanent court of 
arbitration effectively punches holes in China’s all-
encompassing “nine-dash” line that stretches deep 
into the South China Sea. 
The Chinese president, Xi Jinping, said China’s 
“territorial sovereignty and marine rights” in the seas 
would not be affected by the ruling, which declared 
large areas of the sea to be neutral international 
waters or the exclusive economic zones of other 
countries. He insisted China was still “committed to 
resolving disputes” with its neighbours.  Chinese state 
media reacted angrily to the verdict. Xinhua, the 
country’s official news agency, hit out at what it 
described as an “ill-founded” ruling that was 
“naturally null and void”. The Communist party 
mouthpiece newspaper the People’s Daily said in an 
editorial that the tribunal had ignored “basic truths” 
and “trampled” on international laws and norms. 
 

(3) Donald Trump says UN just a club for people 
to 'have a good time'(2016): Days after the United 
Nations voted to condemn Israeli settlements in the 
West Bank and east Jerusalem, Donald Trump 
questioned its effectiveness on Monday, saying it's 
just a club for people to "have a good time." sident-
elect wrote on Twitter that the UN has "such great 
potential," but it has become "just a club for people to 
get together, talk and have a good time. So sad!"- 
On Friday, Trump warned, "As to the UN, things will 
be different after January 20th," referring to the day 
he takes office.  The decision by the Obama 
administration to abstain from (23.12.2016) Friday's 
UN vote brushed aside Trump's demands that the US 
exercise its veto  and provided a climax to years of 
icy relations with Israel's leadership.  Trump told The 
Associated Press last December that he wanted to be 
"very neutral" on Israel-Palestinian issues. But his 
tone became decidedly more pro-Israel as the 
presidential campaign progressed. He has spoken 
disparagingly of Palestinians, saying they have been 
"taken over" by or are condoning militant groups. 
Trump's tweet Monday about the UN ignores much 
of the work that goes on in the 193-member global 
organization.  This year the UN Security Council has 
approved over 70 legally binding resolutions, 
including new sanctions on North Korea and 
measures tackling conflicts and authorizing the UN's 
far-flung peacekeeping operations around the world. 
The General Assembly has also approved dozens of 
resolutions on issues, like the role of diamonds in 
fueling conflicts; condemned human rights abuses in 
Iran and North Korea; and authorized an investigation 
of alleged war crimes in Syria. 
 
(4) UN Security Council has become unresponsive 
(2016): On 05th October, 2016, India strongly 
criticized an "unresponsive" Security Council for 
being indecisive on sanctioning leaders of 
organizations it itself designates as terrorist entities 
after China extended its "technical hold" on India's 
bid for a UN ban against JeM chief Masood Azhar. 
India's Permanent Representative to the UN 
Ambassador Syed Akbaruddin told the UN General 
Assembly that the 15-nation Security Council, the 
"principal organ" tasked with the maintenance of 
peace and security, has in a variety of ways become 
"unresponsive to the needs of our time and ineffective 
to meeting the challenges it is confronted with". 
Without naming China, Akbaruddin referred to its 
technical hold on India's bid against Jaish-e-
Mohammed chief Masood Azhar, saying the Council 
is a body that "ponders for six months on whether to 
sanction leaders of organisations it has itself 
designated as terrorist entities".  "Then, unable to 
decide, it gives itself three more months to further 
consider this issue. One has to expectantly wait for 
nine months before the process is completed to know 
if Council members have decided on a single issue," 
he said in the General Assembly debate on the Report 
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of the Secretary General on the Work of the 
Organisation here.  On March 31 this year, China - a 
veto-wielding permanent member of the Security 
Council - had blocked India's move to put a ban on 
Azhar under the al-Qaida Sanctions Committee of the 
Council. China was the sole member in the 15-nation 
UN organ to put a hold on India's application with all 
other 14 members of the Council supporting New 
Delhi's bid to place Azhar on the 1267 sanctions list 
that would subject him to an assets freeze and travel 
ban.   
 
(5) North Korea lashes out at threat of more UN 
sanctions (2016):  North Korean officials lashed out 
on Monday at efforts in the United Nations to 
strengthen sanctions following the North's latest 
missile launches and nuclear test in September.  The 
officials told an Associated Press Television crew in 
Pyongyang that sanctions targeting the nuclear and 
missile tests are "criminal documents" and accused 
the United States of orchestrating the condemnation. 
 
 
The United Nations has imposed sanctions on North 
Korea since 2006 for its nuclear tests and rocket 
launches. Last week, the UN Security Council called 
on members to "redouble their sanction efforts."   
"The sanction resolutions of the UN Security Council 
are illegal criminal documents," Pang Kwang Hyok, 
vice director of the department of international 
organizations at the North Korean Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, told the APTN crew in Pyongyang. 
The North's mission to the UN issued a similar 
statement that was distributed by North Korean state 
media on Monday. 
"These resolutions determined that our nuclear tests 
and satellite launches pose threats to international 
peace and security, but then the problem is why has 
the UN Security Council never taken issue with the 
nuclear tests and satellite launches conducted by 
other countries?" Pang said.   
 
III. FINDINGS  
 
 Annexation of Crimea by Russia:  In effect, the 

UN has not offered any proposal on the 
resolution on the Ukrainian crisis that might have 
been considered even remotely workable. Total 
silence really - more of a "we are working hard 
behind the scenes" thing.    But honestly, what is 
wrong with the UN? We have just been reminded 
of how useless it is in times of conflict: The 20th 
anniversary of the Rwandan genocide was 
marked in a sombre mood in Kigali, with Ban 
attending the events and even saying that the UN 
had done a lot to prevent the slaughter of 
hundreds of thousands of Tutsis but, wait for it, 
"could have done much more". 

 Arab-Israeli Conflict:  Not to mention that the 
UN should have been more effective in 

responding to the challenges of the Arab Spring 
altogether and showing its caring and competent 
side in Haiti, the Philippines and in many other 
places that have been hit by natural disasters.Yes, 
it could have done more to prevent the war in 
Iraq as well, if we follow this path, and it could 
have made an Effort to prevent Libya from 
turning into a hellhole and could have been more 
enthusiastic, if this is the right word, in doing 
something about ending the civil war in Syria. 
The UN is not fit for its purpose any more. 
What's more, its main headquarters are located in 
the wrong country altogether. The US is not the 
right place for it, for all sorts of reasons. It would 
look much better if it were housed, say, in Sudan, 
Somalia or Ethiopia, so as to be closer to the 
global problems that it purports to be solving. 
But New York is too close to Washington, if you 
know what I mean, and too far from the real 
action. 

 UN Tribunal verdict on South China Sea:-  
The Chinese president, Xi Jinping, said China’s 
“territorial sovereignty and marine rights” in the 
seas would not be affected by the ruling, which 
declared large areas of the sea to be neutral 
international waters or the exclusive economic 
zones of other countries. He insisted China was 
still “committed to resolving disputes” with its 
neighbours.  Chinese state media reacted angrily 
to the verdict. Xinhua, the country’s official 
news agency, hit out at what it described as an 
“ill-founded” ruling that was “naturally null and 
void”. The Communist party mouthpiece 
newspaper the People’s Daily said in an 
editorial that the tribunal had ignored “basic 
truths” and “trampled” on international laws and 
norms. 

 JeM Chief, Masood Azhar:  On 05th October, 
2016, India strongly criticized an "unresponsive" 
Security Council for being indecisive on 
sanctioning leaders of organizations it itself 
designates as terrorist entities after China 
extended its "technical hold" on India's bid for a 
UN ban against JeM chief Masood Azhar. India's 
Permanent Representative to the UN 
Ambassador Syed Akbaruddin told the UN 
General Assembly that the 15-nation Security 
Council, the "principal organ" tasked with the 
maintenance of peace and security, has in a 
variety of ways become "unresponsive to the 
needs of our time and ineffective to meeting the 
challenges it is confronted with". In April, India 
said it finds it "incomprehensible" that while the 
Pakistan-based JeM was listed in the UN 
Security Council Committee as far back as 2001 
for its known terror activities and links to the al-
Qaida, the designation of the group's main 
leader, financier and motivator has been put on a 
technical hold.  India had also submitted detailed 
dossier on Azhar and moved the UNSC 1267 
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committee following the January 2 Pathankot 
attack. 

 North Korea:  The United Nations has imposed 
sanctions on North Korea since 2006 for its 
nuclear tests and rocket launches. Last week, 
the UN Security Council called on members to 
"redouble their sanction efforts."   "The sanction 
resolutions of the UN Security Council are illegal 
criminal documents," Pang Kwang Hyok, vice 
director of the department of international 
organizations at the North Korean Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, told the APTN crew in 
Pyongyang. The North's mission to the UN 
issued a similar statement that was distributed by 
North Korean state media on Monday. "These 
resolutions determined that our nuclear tests and 
satellite launches pose threats to international 
peace and security, but then the problem is why 
has the UN Security Council never taken issue 
with the nuclear tests and satellite launches 
conducted by other countries?" Pang said.   

 
CONCLUSION 
 
The United Nations Organization was created in 
1945, and the whole idea of basing it in US was good 
keeping in mind the aftermaths of World War II when 
the Europe was still trying to get its act together and 
no other country was not able to afford to host such a 
vast institution.  But the things have undergone the 
radical changes since then.  Apart from US, there are 
many other countries contributing to its various 
funds.  Therefore, it needs to be more accountable 
than ever before for its finances and selection system.  
In fact the people who have no experience in how to 
resolve issues are being appointed without any merits 
but just because they enjoy good clout with 
influential people in international politics or 
recommended by business houses. Moreover, the 
organization has been accused by some Western 
governments of being inefficient and frivolous, while 
developing nations have said it is overly influenced 
by wealthier nations.   
In fact, keeping in mind the series of defiance by the 
member nations noticed during the last few decades, 

it shows that UN is gradually losing its 
ineffectiveness and control over its own members.  
But UN alone is not to be blamed for this mess.  In 
fact, it is the arrogant attitude of the member nations, 
especially the powerful veto powers and a few more 
wealthier western countries, that have rendered this 
premier international organization practically 
ineffective in resolving the disputes. For example, 
Israel-Palestinian crises has been going on for the last 
five decades with no possible solution in the sight.  
Every time there is a resolution to restrict Israeli 
settlements, it is vetoed by US, Israel’s strongest ally.  
There was a vote in the UN Security Council, 
convened in March 2014 at the request of the interim 
government in Kiev, on the draft resolution 
condemning the referendum in Crimea that saw it 
leaving Ukraine and joining Russia. The resolution 
was vetoed by Russia, with China abstaining. There 
are many such cases where UN has been found 
ineffective in checking and controlling the activities 
of the Aggressors.  Even the smaller and not very 
wealthier countries like Korea is not taking the 
sanctions imposed by UN seriously and continuing 
with its nuclear program.  Keeping in mind the 
circumstances mentioned above and the fact that 
almost none of the nations is ready to follow its 
charter (the code of conduct) and comply with the 
sanctions imposed, one can draw an inference as to 
how effective is the UNO remains today.    
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