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Abstract - Under a deal reached between China and Djibouti, the logistics facility at the Djibouti Port will help Chinese 
troops carry out international peacekeeping operations and perform humanitarian rescues - escorting of ships in the Gulf of 
Aden and waters off the Somali coast. These centers (Djibouti & Gwadar Ports), which the American defense officials 
termed as a military base, is aimed at providing better facilities to the personnel on Chinese vessels such as better rest and 
replenishments.  Furthermore, Gwadar port(Pakistan) is a deep-sea port next to the Strait of Hormuz, the key oil route in and 
out of the Persian Gulf, built with Chinese funding and operated by mainland firms.  Although the port is not home to any 
PLA installation, navy ships are expected to dock at the facility in the near future.  Gwadar also connects the $46 billion 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) through PoK with China's Xinjiang.  Reports from Pakistan said the country 
itself is setting up Special Security Division comprising 15,000 troops, including 9,000 Pakistan Army soldiers and 6,000 
para-military forces personnel to protect CPEC and Chinese personnel. China this year plans to increase its defense spending 
by about seven per cent to $152 billion. Much of it was expected to go to the navy as China plans to spread its influence far 
from its shores.   Chinese officials have insisted it is not a "base" citing their long-standing policy of not operating overseas 
military bases, but the facility will effectively function as one, catering to PLA navy vessels that are involved in anti-piracy 
operations in the Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
From Feb, 2016, China started constructing its first 
overseas logistics facility in the strategically-located 
Djibouti to support PLAs anti-piracy operations off 
the Somali coast, bolstering its presence in the Indian 
Ocean.  Under a deal reached between China and 
Djibouti, the logistics facility will help Chinese 
troops carry out international peacekeeping 
operations and perform humanitarian rescues - 
escorting of ships in the Gulf of Aden and waters off 
the Somali coast. These centers (Djibouti & Gwadar 
Ports), which the American defense officials termed 
as a military base, is aimed at providing better 
facilities to the personnel on Chinese vessels such as 
better rest and replenishments.  China uses Indian 
Ocean island nation of Seychelles where Chinese 
escort ships halt for supply and rest facilities and 
invested in two major ports, Hambathota and 
Colombo in Sri Lanka. In the Arabian Sea, China has 
taken over the Pakistan port of Gwadar as part of its 
development of the USD 46 billion China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor.  According to China, it has so far 
dispatched over 60 vessels in 21 missions to Gulf of 
Aden and waters off Somalia coast to carry out escort 
missions to counter piracy.  
 
Furthermore, Gwadar port(Pakistan) is a deep-sea 
port next to the Strait of Hormuz, the key oil route in 
and out of the Persian Gulf, built with Chinese 
funding and operated by mainland firms.  Although 
the port is not home to any PLA installation, navy 

ships are expected to dock at the facility in the near 
future.  Gwadar also connects the $46 billion China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) through PoK 
with China's Xinjiang.  Reports from Pakistan said 
the country itself is setting up Special Security 
Division comprising 15,000 troops, including 9,000 
Pakistan Army soldiers and 6,000 para-military 
forces personnel to protect CPEC and Chinese 
personnel.  
 
China this year plans to increase its defense spending 
by about seven per cent to $152 billion. Much of it 
was expected to go to the navy as China plans to 
spread its influence far from its shores.  Traditionally, 
marines have mostly operated only in China's coastal 
areas, as their role was limited by their relatively 
small numbers and basic equipment. China in the past 
consistently denied building military bases out of its 
territory. But with its first refurbished aircraft carrier 
in operation and with two more under construction, 
analysts said China is on the lookout of bigger port 
facilities in Asia and Africa.  Chinese officials have 
insisted it is not a "base" citing their long-standing 
policy of not operating overseas military bases, but 
the facility will effectively function as one, catering 
to PLA navy vessels that are involved in anti-piracy 
operations in the Gulf of Aden and Indian Ocean. 
 
II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
 
(1) K.J.M. Varma(2016): Beijing, Feb 25 (PTI) 
China today said it has started constructing its first 
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overseas logistics facility in the strategically-located 
Djibouti to support PLAs anti-piracy operations off 
the Somali coast, bolstering its presence in the Indian 
Ocean.  Under a deal reached between China and 
Djibouti, the logistics facility will help Chinese 
troops carry out international peacekeeping 
operations and perform humanitarian rescues, Wu 
Qian, spokesperson for Chinas Ministry of National 
Defence, told a media briefing here today. Qian said 
China has begun construction of logistics facility in 
Djibouti in the Horn of Africa to support Peoples 
Liberation Armys escorting of ships in the Gulf of 
Aden and waters off the Somali coast.  Djibouti is 
strategically located near the worlds busiest shipping 
lanes, controlling access to the Red Sea and Indian 
Ocean. It serves as a key refuelling and transshipment 
centre, and is the principal maritime port for imports 
to and exports from neighbouring Ethiopia. 
 
China uses Indian Ocean island nation of Seychelles 
where Chinese escort ships halt for supply and rest 
facilities and invested in two major ports, 
Hambathota and Colombo in Sri Lanka. In the 
Arabian Sea, China has taken over the Pakistan port 
of Gwadar as part of its development of the USD 46 
billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor.According 
to China, it has so far dispatched over 60 vessels in 
21 missions to Gulf of Aden and waters off Somalia 
coast to carry out escort missions to counter piracy. 
"During these operations, we find they meet 
difficulties in getting rest and replenishment and 
supplies. Therefore we need to provide better service 
in this regard. China and Djibouti are friendly 
countries. "Now we are having consultations in 
having building up these logistics facilities," Chinese 
Foreign Ministry official Hong Lei had said.  
 
(2) Ananth Krishnan & Dianne Nongrum (2017) 
China's navy plans to expand its marine corps and 
may station new marine brigades in Gwadar, Pakistan 
and in Djibouti near the Gulf of Aden, Chinese 
military insiders have said.  Two brigades of "special 
combat soldiers" had already been moved to the 
People's Liberation Army (PLA) navy marine corps 
and further additions would be made. The PLA navy 
plans to more than double the strength of its marine 
corps to around 1 lakh, the report said, with brigades 
to be stationed at overseas ports China is operating in 
Gwadar in Pakistan and Djibouti in the Horn of 
Africa.  China has constructed a deep-sea port on the 
Arabian Sea in Gwadar which it is also operating and 
developing into a key fulcrum of its "Belt and Road" 
Initiative.  In Djibouti, the PLA is setting up its first 
overseas facility 
 
"Besides its original missions of a possible war with 
Taiwan, maritime defence in the East and South 
China seas, it's also foreseeable that the PLA navy's 
mission will expand overseas, including protection of 
China's national security in the Korean peninsula, the 

country's maritime lifelines, as well as offshore 
supply deports like in Djibouti and Gwadar port in 
Pakistan," he said.  Moreover, Beijing's second 
carrier set for sea trials by 2019. PLA Navy Rear 
Admiral Yin Zhuo who is also a member of 
parliament said China "needs two carrier strike 
groups in the West Pacific Ocean and two in the 
Indian Ocean. So we need at least five to six aircraft 
carriers." 
 
(3) Ananth Krishnan & Sanjay Nirala (2017) A 
Chinese military strategist at a People's Liberation 
Army Navy think-tank has dubbed India's aircraft 
carrier strategy a failure, calling for China to expand 
its own carrier programme as the PLA Navy readies 
its aircraft second carrier. Liu Kui, of the Naval 
Equipment Research Institute of the PLA Navy, said 
that the recent decommissioning of INS Viraat, which 
left India with one aircraft carrier, had shown that 
India's long-time strategy to dominate the Indian 
Ocean with three aircraft carriers was "falling flat". 
"The Indian Navy's dream of having three aircraft 
carriers has fallen flat because it overestimated its 
R&D capability and the country's overall strength, 
and undertook an excessively massive strategy that 
eventually got stranded," said Liu, in an article 
published on the PLA's official website, in Chinese 
and in English.  To achieve the goal of three aircraft 
carriers, India, while extending the INS Viraat's 
service time, invested a lot of money to modify the 
INS Vikramaditya and carried on with the INS 
Vikrant development, but the seemingly efficient 
'three-pronged' approach didn't go as successfully as 
expected," he said.  "The INS Vikramaditya has cost 
so much money that the new INS Vikrant that should 
have been commissioned in 2014 won't be completed 
until 2018, and whether India can meet that deadline 
is still uncertain."  
 
He said there were "lessons" for China from India's 
experience, and that it should carry on with its aircraft 
carrier programme as well as enhance civilian-
military integration to boost capabilities.  His 
comments came as Chinese military officials 
signalled that China's second aircraft carrier - its first 
home-grown one after the refitted Liaoning - would 
be ready for sea trials by 2019. At the on-going 
session of China's National People's Congress or 
Parliament, which announced a 7 per cent hike in 
defence spending, several military experts have called 
for a boost to the Navy's funding and to expand the 
aircraft carrier programme. 
 
PLA Navy Rear Admiral Yin Zhuo, who is also a 
member of parliament, said China "needs two carrier 
strike groups in the West Pacific Ocean and two in 
the Indian Ocean. So, we need at least five to six 
aircraft carriers."  In the article, the PLA Navy expert, 
Liu Kui, said that Indian navy strategists had 
envisaged "two aircraft carriers in order to 'dominate' 
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the Indian Ocean and control the Bay of Bengal east 
of India and the Arabian Sea" and "a third aircraft 
carrier as a mobile force to provide quick aid or sail 
to other sea areas critical for its interests." 
 
"However, in comparison to India's ocean strategy, its 
aircraft carrier development hasn't been a plain 
sailing," he said. "First, India isn't capable of 
independent ship R&D and modification. Second, 
India's strategic layout isn't consistent with its overall 
national strength." He also said India had a "carrier 
complex" and "mistook the deterrence of aircraft 
carrier for combat capability". "It is imperative to 
develop aircraft carriers, but it cannot be hurried 
through. Not all carrier-borne aircraft can be put into 
combat, but India insisted on increasing the number 
of aircraft carriers under such circumstances."  He 
concluded there were lessons for China, starting with 
providing "continuous support to the development of 
aircraft carriers." 
"Although no large-scale warfare broke out in the 
Indian Ocean in the past few decades, the Indian 
Navy is continuously growing in strength, and the 
existence of aircraft carrier especially deters other 
countries along the Indian Ocean from violating 
India's marginal islands. In peacetime, an aircraft 
carrier is an effective naval vessel that displays 
deterrence and protects regional and world peace."He 
said China should also "continue to reinforce its 
innovation and R&D capability" rather than, as in 
India's case, rely on imports, and also "make steady 
progress with combat capability as the top priority" 
rather than "in haste".  He also called for further 
civilian-military integration, which has enabled China 
to build a domestic military industrial complex. "A 
major obstacle in India's development of aircraft 
carriers is the inadequate overall national strength, 
which makes it unable to afford the operation and 
R&D of three aircraft carriers all at once," he 
concluded.  "The future war isn't just about the 
military, but concerns the whole nation. China should 
promote and implement the military-civilian strategy 
in depth and advance national and military 
development in parallel. 
 
(4) China to deploy 1 lakh marines at ports in 
Gwadar and Djibouti:  China is set to increase the 
number of its marine corps from 20,000 to one lakh 
as part of plans to deploy them overseas for the first 
time, including at the strategic Gwadar port in 
Pakistan and military logistics base in Djibouti in the 
Indian Ocean.  The expansion is planned to protect 
China's maritime lifelines and its growing interests 
overseas, Hong-Kong based South China Morning 
Post reported. Some members would be stationed at 
ports China operates in Djibouti and Gwadar in 
southwest Pakistan, Chinese military insiders and 
experts were quoted as saying.  
 

Gwadar port is a deep-sea port next to the Strait of 
Hormuz, the key oil route in and out of the Persian 
Gulf, built with Chinese funding and operated by 
mainland firms.  Gwadar also connects the $46 
billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
through PoK with China's Xinjiang.  Reports from 
Pakistan said the country itself is setting up Special 
Security Division comprising 15,000 troops, 
including 9,000 Pakistan Army soldiers and 6,000 
para-military forces personnel to protect CPEC and 
Chinese personnel.  The expanded Chinese marine 
corps is part of a wider push to refocus the world's 
largest army away from winning a land war based on 
sheer numbers and towards meeting a range of 
security scenarios using highly specialised units, the 
report said.  Towards that end, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping is reducing the size of the People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) by three lakh, with nearly all of the cuts 
coming from the land forces, it said.  For this, two 
brigades of special combat soldiers had already been 
moved to the marines, nearly doubling its size to 
20,000, and more brigades would be added, the report 
said.  "The PLA marines will be increased to 
100,000, consisting of six brigades in the coming 
future to fulfil   new missions of our country," it 
quoted a source as saying.   The size of the navy 
would also grow 15 per cent from its current 
estimated size of 2.35 lakh personnel.  China this year 
plans to increase its defence spending by about seven 
per cent to $152 billion. Much of it was expected to 
go to the navy as China plans to spread its influence 
far from its shores.  Traditionally, marines have 
mostly operated only in China's coastal areas, as their 
role was limited by their relatively small numbers and 
basic equipment, Beijing-based naval expert Li Jie 
said.    
 
III. FINDINGS 
 
 Feb 25th 2016 China started constructing its first 

overseas logistics facility in the strategically-
located Djibouti to support PLAs anti-piracy 
operations off the Somali coast, bolstering its 
presence in the Indian Ocean.  Under a deal 
reached between China and Djibouti, the 
logistics facility will help Chinese troops carry 
out international peacekeeping operations and 
perform humanitarian rescues.   

 
 Main focus will be on escorting of ships in the 

Gulf of Aden and waters off the Somali coast.  
Djibouti is strategically located near the world’s 
busiest shipping lanes, controlling access to the 
Red Sea and Indian Ocean. It serves as a key 
refueling and transshipment centre, and is the 
principal maritime port for imports to and 
exports from neighboring Ethiopia. 

 
 China uses Indian Ocean island nation of 

Seychelles where Chinese escort ships halt for 
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supply and rest facilities and invested in two 
major ports, Hambathota and Colombo in Sri 
Lanka. In the Arabian Sea, China has taken over 
the Pakistan port of Gwadar as part of its 
development of the USD 46 billion China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor.   

 
 China's navy plans to expand its marine corps 

and may station new marine brigades in Gwadar, 
Pakistan and in Djibouti near the Gulf of Aden.  
Two brigades of "special combat soldiers" had 
already been moved to the People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) navy marine corps and further 
additions would be made. The PLA navy plans to 
more than double the strength of its marine corps 
to around 1 lakh, the report said, with brigades to 
be stationed at overseas ports.  

 
 "Besides its original missions of a possible war 

with Taiwan, maritime defence in the East and 
South China seas, it's also foreseeable that the 
PLA navy's mission will expand overseas, 
including protection of China's national security 
in the Korean peninsula, the country's maritime 
lifelines, as well as offshore supply deports like 
in Djibouti and Gwadar port in Pakistan," he 
said.  Moreover, Beijing's second carrier set for 
sea trials by 2019. PLA Navy Rear Admiral Yin 
Zhuo who is also a member of parliament said 
China "needs two carrier strike groups in the 
West Pacific Ocean and two in the Indian Ocean. 
So we need at least five to six aircraft carriers." 

 
 A Chinese military strategist at a People's 

Liberation Army Navy think-tank has dubbed 
India's aircraft carrier strategy a failure, calling 
for China to expand its own carrier programme 
as the PLA Navy readies its aircraft second 
carrier. The recent decommissioning of INS 
Viraat, which left India with one aircraft carrier, 
had shown that India's long-time strategy to 
dominate the Indian Ocean with three aircraft 
carriers was "falling flat". "The Indian Navy's 
dream of having three aircraft carriers has fallen 
flat because it overestimated its R&D capability 
and the country's overall strength, and undertook 
an excessively massive strategy that eventually 
got stranded.   To achieve the goal of three 
aircraft carriers, India, while extending the INS 
Viraat's service time, invested a lot of money to 
modify the INS Vikramaditya and carried on 
with the INS Vikrant development, but the 
seemingly efficient 'three-pronged' approach 
didn't go as successfully as expected.  "The INS 
Vikramaditya has cost so much money that the 
new INS Vikrant that should have been 
commissioned in 2014 won't be completed until 
2018, and whether India can meet that deadline is 
still uncertain."  

 

 He said there were "lessons" for China from 
India's experience, and that it should carry on 
with its aircraft carrier programme as well as 
enhance civilian-military integration to boost 
capabilities.  His comments came as Chinese 
military officials signalled that China's second 
aircraft carrier - its first home-grown one after 
the refitted Liaoning - would be ready for sea 
trials by 2019. At the on-going session of China's 
National People's Congress or Parliament, which 
announced a 7 per cent hike in defence spending, 
several military experts have called for a boost to 
the Navy's funding and to expand the aircraft 
carrier programme. 

 
 PLA said China "needs two carrier strike groups 

in the West Pacific Ocean and two in the Indian 
Ocean. So, we need at least five to six aircraft 
carriers." Indian navy strategists had envisaged 
"two aircraft carriers in order to 'dominate' the 
Indian Ocean and control the Bay of Bengal east 
of India and the Arabian Sea" and "a third 
aircraft carrier as a mobile force to provide quick 
aid or sail to other sea areas critical for its 
interests." 

 
 "However, in comparison to India's ocean 

strategy, its aircraft carrier development hasn't 
been a plain sailing," he said. "First, India isn't 
capable of independent ship R&D and 
modification. Second, India's strategic layout 
isn't consistent with its overall national strength." 
He also said India had a "carrier complex" and 
"mistook the deterrence of aircraft carrier for 
combat capability". "It is imperative to develop 
aircraft carriers, but it cannot be hurried through. 
Not all carrier-borne aircraft can be put into 
combat, but India insisted on increasing the 
number of aircraft carriers under such 
circumstances."  He concluded there were 
lessons for China, starting with providing 
"continuous support to the development of 
aircraft carriers."  

 
 "Although no large-scale warfare broke out in 

the Indian Ocean in the past few decades, the 
Indian Navy is continuously growing in strength, 
and the existence of aircraft carrier especially 
deters other countries along the Indian Ocean 
from violating India's marginal islands. In 
peacetime, an aircraft carrier is an effective naval 
vessel that displays deterrence and protects 
regional and world peace."He said China should 
also "continue to reinforce its innovation and 
R&D capability" rather than, as in India's case, 
rely on imports, and also "make steady progress 
with combat capability as the top priority" rather 
than "in haste".  He also called for further 
civilian-military integration, which has enabled 
China to build a domestic military industrial 
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complex. "A major obstacle in India's 
development of aircraft carriers is the inadequate 
overall national strength, which makes it unable 
to afford the operation and R&D of three aircraft 
carriers all at once," he concluded.  "The future 
war isn't just about the military, but concerns the 
whole nation. China should promote and 
implement the military-civilian strategy in depth 
and advance national and military development 
in parallel. 

 
 China is set to increase the number of its marine 

corps from 20,000 to one lakh as part of plans to 
deploy them overseas for the first time, including 
at the strategic Gwadar port in Pakistan and 
military logistics base in Djibouti in the Indian 
Ocean.  The expansion is planned to protect 
China's maritime lifelines and its growing 
interests overseas, Hong-Kong based South 
China Morning Post reported. Some members 
would be stationed at ports China operates in 
Djibouti and Gwadar in southwest Pakistan, 
Chinese military insiders and experts were 
quoted as saying.  

 
 At Gwadar port Pakistan, itself is setting up 

Special Security Division comprising 15,000 
troops, including 9,000 Pakistan Army soldiers 
and 6,000 para-military forces personnel to 
protect CPEC and Chinese personnel.  The 
expanded Chinese marine corps is part of a wider 
push to refocus the world's largest army away 
from winning a land war based on sheer numbers 
and towards meeting a range of security 
scenarios using highly specialised units.  
Towards that end, Chinese President Xi Jinping 
is reducing the size of the People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) by three lakh, with nearly all of the 
cuts coming from the land forces, it said.  For 
this, two brigades of special combat soldiers had 
already been moved to the marines, nearly 
doubling its size to 20,000, and more brigades 
would be added, the report said.  "The PLA 
marines will be increased to 100,000, consisting 
of six brigades in the coming future to fulfil   
new missions of our country," it quoted a source 
as saying.    

 
CONCLUSION 
  
 China’s argument is that the logistics facility at 

the Djibouti Port will help Chinese troops carry 
out international peacekeeping operations and 
perform humanitarian rescues - escorting of ships 
in the Gulf of Aden and waters off the Somali 
coast. These centers (Djibouti & Gwadar Ports), 
are aimed at providing better facilities to the 

personnel on Chinese vessels such as better rest 
and replenishments.  Furthermore, Gwadar port 
(Pakistan) is a deep-sea port next to the Strait of 
Hormuz, the key oil route in and out of the 
Persian Gulf, built with Chinese funding and 
operated by mainland firms.  Gwadar also 
connects the $46 billion China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) through PoK with 
China's Xinjiang.   

 
 But contrary to the Chinese version as stated 

above, American defense officials, time and 
again have termed these two centers (Djibouti & 
Gwadar ports) as military bases.  Their 
arguments are that although these ports are not 
home to any PLA (People’s Liberation Army) 
installation as of now, yet Chinese navy ships are 
expected to dock at these facilities in the near 
future.  Chinese officials have further clarified 
that these are not military "bases" citing their 
long-standing policy of not operating overseas 
military bases, but the American analysts feel 
that the facilities will effectively function as one, 
catering to PLA navy vessels that are involved in 
anti-piracy operations in the Gulf of Aden and 
Indian Ocean. Reports from Pakistan also 
confirmed that the country (Pakistan) itself is 
setting up Special Security Division comprising 
15,000 troops, including 9,000 Pakistan Army 
soldiers and 6,000 para-military forces personnel 
to protect CPEC and Chinese 
personnel. Moreover, China this year plans to 
increase its defense spending by about seven per 
cent to $152 billion. Much of it was expected to 
go to the navy as China plans to spread its 
influence far from its shores – especially the 
Indian Ocean. One can therefore draw an 
inference that although these ports have not yet 
been openly declared as Chinese Military bases, 
but one the one hand practically they are 
functioning as the one and on the other hand 
there is no guarantee that in future also they will 
continue functioning as facilities for better rest 
and replenishment to the personnel on Chinese 
vessels alone.   
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