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Abstract - This research aim to explain the comparison to build ASEAN community identity as a regional organization in 
Southeast Asia especially in Indonesia and Thailand. The common problem in region is to solve of this research base on 
ASEAN many of racial and ethnic especially in Indonesia and Thailand. Indonesia and Thailand have difference 
characteristic such as Indonesia have a democracy system to make a common perspective then Indonesia can build the 
common identity in country and region. But Thailand as a constitutional monarchy system that people is obey what king 
said. To face ASEAN community, Country have to prepare everything to make a good perception in community then 
community can build common identity as a ASEAN community. This is a part of ASEAN Socio-Culture Community 
(ASCC) that the point is make common identity in ASEAN. In carrying of this research, researcher apply the social 
constructivism theory that how ASEAN and country can construct the community to have common identity in regional.  
 
Keywords - Southeast Asia, Indonesia, Thailand, Regional Identity, ASEAN Community, Identity-building, ASEAN, Non-
Intervention. 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is 
a regional organization in Southeast Asia. This 
organization was initiated by five countries including 
Indonesia and Thailand were established in Bangkok 
on August 8, 1967 or call the Bangkok Declaration. 
In the course of ASEAN has a goal to strengthen the 
identity of communities to be integrated between the 
member countries with other member Countries. 
 
8th ASEAN Summit is the first step of ASEAN to 
establish the ASEAN Community by the approval of 
the Bali Concord II. ASEAN Community comprising 
three pillars, namely political-security community 
(APSC), Economic Community (AEC), and socio-
cultural Community (APSC) at the end of 2015 to 
achieve its goal of One Vision, One Identity and One 
Community.  
 
Construction of identity to do ASEAN to the people 
through the state, namely the construction of 
identities that are regional approach which this 
approach is built on their ownership of regional 
organizations and their sense of ownership that will 
arise pride in the region itself as what is happening in 
the EU, where communities of the country EU 
members have formed a common identity as a people 
belonging to the regional organizations in Europe and 
there is a sense of pride that they have for the region 
organization. 
 
Indonesia as one of the founding members of ASEAN 
have various challenges to build an identity in his 
country as a regional identity that can be seen by 
other countries. It is a result of the unequal 
distribution of public knowledge about ASEAN, 
especially in urban areas. It is an obstacle facing 
Indonesia's leading community organizations 
integrated region in Southeast Asia because of 
obstacles mentioned before. 

In contrast to Thailand existence of many military 
coup against his government as if it is not a 
significant obstacle for Thailand as communities in 
South East Asia to be integrated with the ASEAN 
Community. But it also needs to be seen from the 
other side as disobedience by Thai people with his 
king. 
 
However, when compared both the identity 
development in ASEAN authors can take conclusion 
to the problems that are happening in every country 
because of her difference in the political situation and 
the readiness of people to be able to terintegritas 
between one with other countries in the region in the 
southeast Asian organization. 
 
After seeing the explanation above it can be seen that 
there are problems, namely the desire to become 
common identity development in the Southeast Asian 
regional identity of the region, namely the ASEAN 
organization then it is that you want to see the author 
in his research and was appointed as the problem in 
this research. The formulation of the problem to be in 
the lift in this study is: "How Identity building of the 
ASEAN Community in Indonesia and Thailand". 
2015 is the first year enacted ASEAN Community by 
determining for author of the year and two years in 
the future to be a reference time that will be discussed 
in this research. 
 
II. METHOD 
 
Constructivism 
In completing this research the authors will examine 
with the social constructivism prespective. This is in 
accordance with this study because in establishing the 
identity of the ASEAN region seeks to construct a 
society in each member countries in assuring the 
importance of regional identity that is built in a 
regional organization in Southeast Asia. In particular 
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the authors focus on the country of Indonesia and 
Thailand. 
 
Constructivism is very relevant for use in this 
research as one of the Nations Building between the 
two countries studied by the author everything can be 
studied with the theory of Constructivism and 
facilitate researchers in completing this research. The 
same thing can be seen from both the standpoint of 
the state, if we look at Indonesia as an example, 
Indonesia build its identity with a government that 
managed to construct thinking people that the need 
for nationalist sentiment against the invaders in the 
pre-independence Indonesia. 
 
In contrast to the Thai king who is the leader of the 
country managed to construct its people to love the 
king. This is because the kingdom in Thailand is very 
well respected and thought of the Thai people follow 
it so that people develop a sense of his love for his 
king and obey all the commands of kings and 
kingdoms in Thailand. and it will facilitate thailand in 
building identity in the ASEAN region. 
 
III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
ASEAN Community as Regional Identity 
Identities are to be built by ASEAN through the 
ASEAN Community in particular on all three pillars 
of the ASEAN Community, namely the ASEAN 
socio-cultural community. These pillars are placed in 
pillar three because there are two pillars of previous 
pillars of the ASEAN economic community and a 
pillar of political security community in ASEAN  
because if the two pillars are already performing well 
then it will be a sense of ownership of regional and it 
is the collective identity in South East Asia 
particularly in ASEAN as a regional organization that 
in southeast Asia. 
 
ASEAN identity building in Thailand can be 
perceived with great enthusiasm there. It is seen from 
the promotion of Thailand in promoting ASEAN 
Community to the community so that it can reach up 
to the elements of these formations down there in that 
country. What has been done by the government of 
Thailand is a concrete effort to prepare the 
community in facing the ASEAN Community and 
establish a regional identity 
 
In contrast to Indonesia, as a democratic country 
Indonesia do anything differently in the promotion of 
ASEAN Community in it. Most people only know the 
first pillar of the ASEAN Community, namely the 
ASEAN economic community. And it can not be 
seen with the price because many elements of society 
who do not know about it. Promotions that sanggat 
intensively conducted by Indonesia in big cities like 
the capital and other major cities in Indonesia. 
Whether it will be an obstacle Indonesia to be able to 

integrate people into a community with the same 
identity  
 
Norms in ASEAN 
In the construction of the ASEAN identity should 
their tolerance between the norms prevailing in it 
either the applicable legal norms, norms highly 
visible example is the principle of non-intervention of 
the member countries of ASEAN to domestic 
problems. Overview writers that matter, is going to 
hamper the integrity of the people in ASEAN because 
of the principle of non intervention of the Southeast 
Asian region. 
 
If we look from the prespective of Indonesia in the 
ASEAN Community as an effort to establish a 
common identity in the region will be difficult for 
their principles. There will be obstacles to solve the 
problem together if the principles contained therein. 
Researchers are still people of Indonesia strongly 
deplore the level of knowledge of Indonesian people 
against it and that it can be a barrier also to the 
formation of regional identity, namely the ASEAN 
Community.  
  
Therefore government interference in Indonesian 
society dedicated haruh greatly enhanced so that a 
common understanding of the principle of non-
intervention. in fact there are many people who know 
only the first pillar of the ASEAN Community, 
namely the ASEAN Economic communty and forget 
two pillars which is considered very important that 
the research findings to people who live far from the 
capital and major cities in Indonesia. 
 
But different things can be found in Thailand. the 
research findings at the time of the interview, 
researchers found difficult to understand the Thai 
people for different language levels of the countries 
studied previously. It makes Thailand one of the 
challenges in shaping the identity of the region where 
the many differences that exist between one country 
and another. Visible in Thai people have a better 
insight in knowing ASEAN for promotion in their 
countries large and terjngkau sanggat almost all 
elements of society. Besides the previously 
mentioned obstacles perceived their findings may 
facilitate Thailand in integrating the country in 
ASEAN. in addition to the many differences seen 
directly or indirectly compared to other ASEAN 
Countries. 
 
CONCLUSION  
 
In this research it can be concluded that the difference 
is very noticeable in the construction of identity as 
the ASEAN community in Indonesia and Thailand. 
Indonesia faces many obstacles due to the 
geographical location of the country is large and 
difficult communities outside major cities to 
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determine the ASEAN community as a whole 
because the majority of Indonesian people who know 
about it just glued to the first pillar, namely the 
ASEAN Economic Community 
 
Thailand with various limitations in understanding 
other countries in ASEAN was more ready to build a 
common identity as compared to Indonesia. This is 
evident from the research findings that have been 
mentioned above. But it is also felt by Thailand in the 
ASEAN Community information access because of 
the promotion of Thailand for ASEAN Community 
only reach the majority of Thai people but there are 
also people who do not know about it. The principle 
of non-intervention which was mentioned by the 
researchers also one very big obstacle in the 
menginegrasikan ASEAN as an identity in the 
Southeast Asian region. 
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