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Abstract- The social movement, Jama’atu Ahlus Sunnah Lidda’awati Wal Jihad, which translates as  “People Committed to 
the Prophet’s Teaching and Jihad  “, and commonly known as Boko Haram, could be likened to a social tsunami. Espousing 
Islamic fundamentalism as its ideology, it’s invariably born out of the grotesque socio-economic context of the Nigerian 
capitalist state. It  has all the trappings of a disenchanted and revolting group against a kleptomaniacal, oppressive and 
ruthless State and its agents. Vehemently anti-Western values, Boko Haram violently campaigns for the imposition of an 
Islamic State based on the Shari’a legal system in Nigeria. It argues that the socio-economic ills of corruption, 
marginalization, unemployment, excruciating poverty and many other forms of social inequalities in the Nigerian society are 
largely the outcome of warped Western economic, political, legal and social systems; maintaining that the fundamental 
solution to all these problems can be found in a theocratic Islamic State. The Marxist exposition provided a deeper and 
clearer understanding of the Boko Haram  insurgency in Nigeria. It argues that the Boko Haram scourge should be seen as a 
symptom of the horror and decay of the Nigerian State. Except of recent, the response of the Nigerian State had not been 
encouraging as Boko Haram had  continued with its relentless  and ferocious campaign that had  not only been creating 
devastating humanitarian disaster, but also threatened  the corporate viability of the nation. Bearing in mind that the 
nightmarish, militant and anarchical Boko Haram insurgency is a child of the Nigerian state system, the Paper strongly 
submits the panacea should not rest only on the military option but also  the pursuit of aggressive socioeconomic policies 
that addresses the issues of poverty, inequalities, corruption and underdevelopment that have come to personify the Nigerian 
nation. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
There is no doubt Nigeria is a satellite  capitalist State 
and plural society made up of different ethnic groups, 
religions, cultures, and social classes. Its  character 
and  subservient position in the global economic 
system has not been without dire consequences. After 
many years of military dictatorship, the nation 
reclaimed its right to democratic rule on May 29, 
1999. Since “independence” (October 1, 1960), 
Nigeria, like many of its peers elsewhere, has its own 
share of the challenges of nationhood, among which 
are the civil war (1967 – 1970), ethno – religious 
conflicts, political violence and the current Boko 
Haram insurgency. In attempting to unmask the Boko 
Haram phenomenon, the history and context of the 
insurgency within the Nigerian State shall be taken 
into consideration. Marxist Political Economy 
method of analysis which is structured on the 
Materialist Conception of History shall be employed. 
1The Marxist theoretical framework of the “economic 
basis” and the “superstructure” of society shall be 
employed.  Production relations  that  could be 
private or social constitute the economic basis  of 
society, while the political and legal views and the 
appropriate institutions make up its superstructure.2 
The superstructure is determined by, and acts on the 
economic basis, but the character, extent and effects 
of its reaction are also determined by the economic 
basis.3 The most important part of the superstructure 
is the state. Hence this approach studies the economic 

role of the state, its influence on the economic base, 
and the socioeconomic effects of this influence.4 In 
other words, to what extent have the interactions of 
the economic basis and the superstructure of the 
Nigerian society been instrumental to the Boko 
Haram phenomenon? In my attempts to show the 
linkages between the State and the Boko Haram 
movement, the unequal and repressive social relations 
which form the background to social crises in all 
class societies shall be highlighted. This framework 
provides critical analytical tools for a better 
understanding of the crisis  at hand. The 
internationalization of the crisis via the linkages 
between Boko Haram and some terrorist groups; and 
the intervention of the United States and some of its 
allies shall receive due attention. 
 
II. CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATION 
 
2.1. The State: There are mainly two contending 
theories of the State. Bourgeois scholars posit that the 
State in any society is a supernatural force imposed 
on man  by providence, and should be seen as an 
instrument of order, a neutral umpire for the 
resolution of conflicts that may arise among the 
different groups of people in society.5  Arguing 
within the same perspective, Jean Jacques Rousseau, 
acting on Thomas Hobbes’ observation that life in the 
State of Nature was  “solitary, nasty, brutish and 
short”, maintained the State emerged as a result of 
“the social contract”, where man in society 
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surrendered his freedom in exchange for the peace, 
law and order the State guarantees to save man from 
the state of anarchy he’s been engulfed in the State of 
nature.6 Elaborated by Frederick Engels, the Marxists 
view the State in historical perspective, hinging their 
analysis on dialectical and historical materialism. 
They argue the State is a product of class society 
brought into being by changes in material production 
and distribution. Far from being a neutral referee, it’s 
an institution that advances and protects the interests 
of the dominant class in society.7 I have chosen to 
align myself with the Marxist perspective as it 
provides better guides and analytical tools for the 
proper understanding of the Boko Haram insurgency 
in Nigeria. 
 
2.2. Social Movements: Social movements are large 
group of people who share common aspirations. It’s a 
form of political association based on perceived 
grievances against a particular authority. They are 
mostly critical of the State, those in power, the broad 
range of the entire political class or elites that control 
the State. Solidarity is built around an interest which 
could be religious fundamentalism, security, land, 
gender equity, environment, injustice, corruption, 
child abuse, etc.8 Formal or informal, most social 
movements do not set to use violence but peaceful 
protests, demonstrations, petitions, and dialogue to 
pass their message to the appropriate quarters. Most 
of them embark on the use of violence as strategy 
when the authorities concerned employ repressive or 
violent measures to tame or destroy them. Some 
social movements disappear  after sometimes but 
some transmute into political parties, and even form 
government.9 The African National Congress (ANC) 
in South Africa, South West African Peoples’ 
Organization (SWAPO) in Namibia, are relevant 
examples. Essentially, social movements are pressure 
or interest groups. 
2.3. Boko Haram: Jama’atu Ahlus Sunnah 
Lida’awati Wal Jihad, which translates as:  “People 
Committed to the Prophet’s Teachings and Jihad”; 
and, commonly known as “Boko Haram”, is a radical 
Islamic fundamentalist movement in Nigeria.10 It 
dates back to 2002 but became widely known in 2009 
after its founder and leader, Mohammed Yusuf was 
killed by the Nigerian State.11 This marked a 
watershed in its militant and bloody campaign via 
guerrilla warfare.12 The term  “Boko Haram” is the 
amalgamation of the Hausa word  “boko” and the 
Arabic word  “haram”. The word  “boko” became a 
linguistic category of the Hausa language when the 
then British colonial authority began to introduce 
their educational system by suppressing and 
supplanting the Hausa and Arabic languages hitherto 
used as mediums of education in Hausa land.13 The 
Hausa traditional rulers and elites perceived it as a 
ervasion of their religion and culture; hence they sent 
their slaves rather than their children to those schools. 
This perception which denotes actions or things 

bordering on fraudulence, sham or deception was 
described as “boko”, hence,  “ilimin boko”, which 
means Western education. It was seen as a ploy to 
brainwash its people and contaminate the Hausa 
culture by a  “conquering European force”.14 On the 
other hand, “haram” means something forbidden or 
unlawful especially when it runs counter to the 
teachings of the Holy Qur’an and the Hadith.15. 
 
III. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF SOCIAL 
MOVEMENTS IN NIGERIA 
 
Nigeria is home to over 160 million people, leading 
crude oil producer in Africa and, sixth in the world. 
However, this human and material resources colossus 
is one of the leading paradoxes on the globe. Majority 
of its citizens suffer  excruciating poverty in the midst 
of affluence.16 Crisis of confidence run through the 
veins of many of the ethnic nationalities. Apart from 
the civil war, Nigeria has been in the throes of social 
movements and conflicts bordering on ethnic, 
political and  religious dimensions. The avalanche of 
social movements such as the Niger Delta Volunteer 
Force of the 1960s, whose appeal was for the 
sovereignty of the Niger Delta region17, the 
Maitatsine Islamic sectarian crisis of the 1980s, 
which pushed for the imposition of the shari’ah legal 
system on the country, the Oodua People’s Congress 
which called for the sovereignty of the predominantly 
Yoruba speaking group of the Western region, the 
Movement for the Actualization of the Sovereign 
States of Biafra, which for  long has been clamoring 
for a sovereign State of Biafra for the Igbo ethnic 
group, the current Boko Haram insurgency which 
predicates its activities on the imposition of an 
Islamic State system, and many more other groups 
dotted all over the country. The preponderance of 
these social movements, particularly in the present 
Fourth Republic, is indicative of how deeply divided 
and fractured the Nigerian society is, and exposes the 
weakness and inability of the State and its ruling 
classes to satisfactorily address the National 
Question. 
 
IV. ORIGIN, IDEOLOGY AND MILITANT 
CAMPAIGN OF THE BOKO HARAM 
MOVEMENT 
 
Many scholars agree that Boko Haram’s origin can be 
traced to some radical Islamist youths who 
worshipped at the Mohammed Ndimi mosque in 
Maiduguri; North East of Nigeria.18 Founded in 2002 
by Mohammed Yusuf on Sunni Islamic 
Fundamentalism, but later transmuted to Salafist 
Jihad ( ahabism} ideology. It’s strongly opposed to 
Western education and culture because it attributes 
the socioeconomic crisis in the Nigerian society to 
it.19 The Salafi ideology is highly puritanical and 
insists on purging Islam of foreign influences. Boko 
Haram group is composed of mainly Qur’anic 
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students, commonly known as “Almajirai” (or 
disciples), schools dropouts, unemployed university 
graduates and other excluded elements in the 
Nigerian society.20  It  strongly  argues that only a 
theocratic Islamic State can heal the nation of these 
ills.21 Until the extra-judicial killing of its leader and 
other notable members by the State in 2009, Boko 
Haram engaged in peaceful massive membership 
drive,  preaching and indoctrinating  its members.22 
Members were told  “their state of hopelessness was 
caused by government which imposed Western 
education on them and failed to manage the resources 
of the country to their benefits.” 23 This marked a 
turning point in the Boko Haram insurgency that has 
become one of the major sores of the nation in recent 
times.  In Nigeria today, especially the three North-
Eastern states of Borno, Yobe and Adamawa, the 
nightmarish insurgent group, Boko Haram, has 
become a household name. Before the June 16, 2011, 
bombing of the Nigeria Police Force Headquarters in 
Abuja, Boko Haram conducted and restricted its 
terror campaign to the North-Eastern part of the 
country.24 Violent attacks were targeted at the Army, 
Police, Prisons, and other security agencies. Later the 
theatre of the campaign was expanded to include 
Gombe, Bauchi, Kano, Jos, Kaduna, and many other 
northern and central states of the country. As the Sect 
widened the scope of its insurgency, villages, towns, 
cities, educational institutions, restaurants, hotels and 
lodgings, motor parks, petrol filling stations, liquor 
houses, churches and mosques, and many other spots 
especially in the most affected North Eastern states 
were gradually reduced to platforms of terror and 
bloodbath. Mass attacks, abductions, suicide 
bombing, through the use of guerrilla warfare, and 
many other terrorist strategies have been employed. 
One of the palpable and high profile brutal campaigns 
of the sect was the abduction of about three hundred 
Chibok school girls. This is one singular act that has 
attracted global outrage against the sect and 
government of President Goodluck Jonathan.25 Apart 
from the few of the girls that managed to escape, over 
two hundred of them are yet to regain their freedom, 
and no one can really tell whether they are dead or 
alive. Even though the insurgents have been able to 
successfully carry out violent attacks in different 
parts of the country, especially  in the Northern states, 
the states of Borno, Yobe and Adamawa have 
literally remained the epicenter of the Boko Haram 
terrorism and brutality.26 According to Borno State 
governor, Alhaji Kashim Ibrahim, all of the 27 Local 
Government Areas in the state have experienced 
militants attacks. He further maintained that “At a 
point, 20 local government areas were seized by 
Boko Haram…….”27 Apart from the death of 
thousands of people, the insurgency has grossly 
disrupted economic, educational and other social 
activities. Millions of people have been uprooted 
from their towns and villages. Some have found 
themselves in countries like Cameroun, Niger and 

Chad as refugees; others at Internally Displaced 
Persons’ (IDP) camps located in almost all the 
Northeast states and even beyond. At a point, 
especially in 2014, Boko Haram constituted a state 
within a state. In the face of this, quagmire, what has 
been the response of the Nigerian State in tackling the 
challenges posed by the Boko Haram terror 
campaign? 
 
V. THE STATE AND COUNTER-INSURGENCY 
MEASURES IN NIGERIA 
 
5.1. The Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan 
Administration. 
As panacea to the Boko Haram insurgency,  the  
government  of former President Goodluck Jonathan 
imposed State of Emergency on the Islamists 
strongholds and most affected three North Eastern 
states of the country.28 Rather than abate, Boko 
Haram had  continued to sustain the tempo of its 
relentless and ferocious attacks  against the State. The 
humanitarian disaster that followed was  
immeasurable. The morale of the military and other 
security operatives was so low owing to shortages of 
sophisticated modern equipments / operational 
materials, and endemic corruption among the top 
echelon of the security forces gave Boko Haram 
upper  hand  against the military.29  Apart from the 
state of emergency, government had imposed curfew, 
mounted check points on major roads in the affected 
areas, established local Civilian Joint Task Force and 
International Joint Task Force with the republics of 
Chad, Niger and Cameroun. Government had also 
granted amnesty to the insurgents but was rejected as 
according to them, they had done nothing wrong 
against the Nigerian State, hence accepting the 
amnesty offer implied culpability.30. Furthermore, 
government instituted an administrative panel to 
dialogue with the Sect but was rejected by the sect 
too.31 October 22, 2014, a dialogue between 
government and Boko Haram which was brokered by 
the Chadian President, Idriss Derby, in the Chadian 
Capital, didn’t yield any  fruitful outcome.  In a 
communiqué issued after the meeting, government 
announced a cease fire agreement but Boko Haram 
leader denied it, saying Boko Haram will never 
accept any cease fire.32  This really embarrassed the 
government and further damaged its sagging 
reputation among Nigerians and the international 
community.  In reaction to criticisms the President 
maintained the security operatives have been 
overhauled. That the security collaboration with 
friendly countries have yielded positive results.33 In 
spite of all these elaborate measures and hundreds of 
millions of naira spent, the general consensus among 
Nigerians regarding the State’s response to the 
seeming intractable and vicious Boko Haram 
campaign is rather weak,  reactive, rather than 
proactive.34  The only visible and positive result is in 
the significant reduction of the scope of the 
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insurgency which has been restricted to the three 
North-Eastern states and, at worse to the Northern 
states of the country.35 Generally the response have 
been that of carrot and stick methods but hardly the 
former. Nigerians live under serious security threat 
and psychological trauma, especially those of us from 
the North- Eastern states of the federation. 
 
5.2. The Muhammadu Buhari Administration.  
The new All Progressives Congress (APC)  
government  of President Muhammadu Buhari  seems 
to be addressing the problem head – on. Security has 
been one of the major priorities of the administration. 
On assumption of office, the President visited four 
African countries  - Chad, Niger, Cameroun and 
Benin Republics. He also visited the US and some 
European countries in order to galvanize international 
support and tackle the insurgency.36 All the Service 
Chiefs, National Security Adviser (NSA) and the 
Director - General of the State Security Service (SSS) 
were removed and new ones appointed. The 
government also created a new military Division (7th 
Division) with its Headquarters in Maiduguri, the 
Borno state capital, and the operational base of Boko 
Haram. All the Service Chiefs and other military top 
brass have been directed to relocate from Abuja to 
Maiduguri. Among other reasons, this would boost 
the morale of the fighting force which had drastically 
ebbed during the Jonathan administration. One of the 
important policies of the administration’s 
commitments towards the fight against the insurgents 
is the formation of 8,700 strong military 
Multinational Joint Task Force (MJTF) with its 
Headquarters in the Chadian capital, N’Djamena. The 
MJTF is composed of Nigeria, Niger, Chad and 
Cameroun Republics.37  Apart from agreeing to 
contribute ammunitions, military personnel, all 
member  –  States have also agreed  “this operation 
will not recognize international boundaries – 
wherever terrorists are they will be chased to these 
locations……”.38 The army and other security 
personnel have been equipped and as a fighting force, 
their morale has continued to be boosted.39 To 
demonstrate their commitments towards the 
termination of the insurgency, the new Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS), Lt. General Yusuf Buratai, has since 
changed the military’s operational mantra / code 
name from Operation Zaman Lafiya (Operation 
Peaceful Coexistence) to Operation Zaman Lafiya 
Dole (Operation Peaceful Coexistence by All 
Means).The relentless offensive against the Boko 
Haram insurgents have led to the dislodgement of 
their operational bases and hideouts. In a Press 
Release, President Buhari disclosed that “….the 
intensified onslaught by the military on terrorists’ 
strongholds has led to significant seizures of weapons 
and vehicles , a blockade of their sources of arms and 
ammunition and a decimation of their fighting 
men.”40 Apart from the cutting of the Boko Haram 
supply routes, the Nigerian Airforce (NAF) 

spokesman, Air Commodore Dele Alonge disclosed 
they have “….intercepted 4,000 drums and jerry cans 
of petroleum products and other smuggled items.”41  
Currently, no local government area is under the 
control of Boko Haram. Some displaced persons have 
started returning their homes / villages. There is no 
doubt  that the ongoing campaign against the Boko 
Haram insurgency has rekindled the hope of many 
Nigerians that the dreaded Boko Haram insurgency 
shall soon become history. 
 
VI. TOWARDS UNDERSTANDING THE BOKO 
HARAM PHENOMENON IN NIGERIA 
 
Just as diverse the backgrounds of writers, scholars or 
commentators are on the understanding of the birth / 
berth  of the Boko Haram movement  on our shores, 
so are the theories. Though theories such as the 
socioeconomic, theocratic, political, conspiracy, etc., 
do contribute to the understanding of the Boko Haram 
phenomenon, the Marxist perspective of the 
‘economic basis’ and the ‘superstructure’ of society 
goes beyond the analysis of effects / symptoms but  
critically examines phenomenon. 
 
The Marxist Perspective. 
The  perspective is woven around the objective nature 
of the State and the socioeconomic  system it 
operates. As Marx noted centuries ago, the mode of 
production of material life conditions the social, 
political, economic and intellectual life process in 
general; hence, the objective existence of man is not a 
product his consciousness, but rather  his social being 
determines his consciousness.42 This perspective 
argues that by virtue of the dependent capitalist 
character of the Nigerian State and its ruling classes 
and consequent contradictions, the emergence of  
social movements such as Boko Haram becomes 
inevitable..43 The class character of the State in 
which the dominant class forces control and direct its 
affairs  to the detriment of the oppressed classes of 
the majority is bound to produce class conflicts and 
resistance. Hence, the history of hitherto existing 
class societies is the history of class struggles.44 As 
long as the national or global system is predicated on 
exploitative, oppressive and hierarchical relationship, 
conflicts becomes inevitable and peace will continue 
to elude us.45  The theory believes  Boko Haram 
primarily grew out of the socioeconomic context of 
the Nigerian State and that terrorism is an unending 
struggle implicit in the hidden structures and 
structured contradictions of global capitalism 46. All 
the State apparatuses, i.e., the bureaucracy, the legal 
system, the Army, Police, and other  social 
institutions largely serve the interests of the dominant 
class of people. The social classes that make up the 
structure of the Nigerian state  are diametrically 
opposed  not because nature made them so but 
because of the historically determined social relations 
of production. Historical Materialism furnishes us 
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with this knowledge which began with the  slave 
mode of production. 47 The incorporation of the 
Nigerian State into the orbit of international capitalist 
system in the 19th Century ensures the subordination 
of the State to the reflex and insatiable requirement  
of imperialists’ interests  in league with the local / 
comprador bourgeoisie.  Such leads  to the 
dislocation of the  economy and  the  creation of 
poverty and underdevelopment  for the larger section  
of the population.  Nigeria’s socioeconomic indices 
which ”ranked Nigeria 156 out of 186”  as reported 
by the Human Development Index Trend in 2011, 
lends credence to this perspective 48. The neocolonial 
State acts  like an army of occupation, with little or 
no regard for  accountability and  transparency.49  
Abject poverty,  unemployment,  alienation, violence 
and insecurity have been the bane of the State since 
independence. To  buttress this position, the study 
conducted by a former Governor of the Central Bank 
of Nigeria, Professor Charles Soludo, reveals the 
three Northern geopolitical zones of North-East, 
North-Central and North-West, made up of 19 out of 
the 36 states of Nigeria, have an average of poverty 
incidence of 70.1% compared to the three Southern 
geopolitical zones of South-East, South-South and 
South-West, made up of 17 out of the 36 states , 
which has 34.9%.50 This shows 70% of the 
population of the 19 Northern states live on less than 
USD1 per day, which was equivalent to less than 
#129.00 per day.51 This study clearly demonstrates 
the strong linkage between poverty, unemployment, 
ignorance and the Boko Haram insurgency as the 
three Northern geopolitical zones, particularly the 
North – East, which had higher incidence of poverty, 
is not only the birth place and headquarters of Boko 
Haram, but largely make up the population of the 
insurgents. Indeed, when the economy of a people is 
weak, or even when it is buoyant but dominated by a 
clique of parasitic elements to the detriment of the 
majority, such a society becomes fertile ground for 
the breeding of militant groups like Boko Haram. 
Nigerian politics is highly predatory  and largely 
characterized by the culture  of acquisition.52 Such    
theory    associates  the Boko Haram insurgency with 
the power struggle of the Nigerian power elites who 
lack strong power base and  usually resorts to the 
manipulation of ethnic, religious, regional or, 
sectarian fault lines as means to ends.  All these play 
key roles in determining the distribution of political 
power and resources in Nigeria.53  It should be 
understood that the ‘ends’ referred to here, are largely 
and ultimately economic / material ends, as power 
and property may be temporarily separated by “force 
or fraud – but divorced never. For as soon as the pang 
of separation is felt……property will take over power 
or power will take over property. And either way, 
there must be an end to free government.”54 The 
second angle, Hagopian, Joachim 55  argued 
imperialist powers led by the US may be behind the 
establishment and sponsorship of the Boko Haram 

insurgency in order to balkanize Nigeria into different 
countries because of its perceived interests. This 
feeling was echoed in a symposium by the 
Association of Muslim Brotherhood of Nigeria when 
it noted that the peace and security of Nigeria were 
being threatened by the West for its economic 
interests.56 The experience of  Arab states notably 
Iraq, Libya and now Syria strongly validate this 
thinking. According to Joachim Hagopian, the 
motivation for economic resources makes the 
promotion of terrorism by imperialist powers like the 
U.S. attractive, explaining that “In Africa, Obama’s 
exceptionalism manifests in the form of Special 
Operations on the ground busily training and 
militarizing the entire continent so the Empire can 
outmaneuver and undercut surging China’s economic 
power as the continent’s leading trading partner. 
Training death squads in so called counterinsurgency 
operations has become the special ops modus 
operandi: The U.S. is spending 1.2 billion dollars to 
build and expand an outpost into a major military 
base housing 4,000 soldiers at Camp Lemonnier in 
Djibouti.”57 The U.S. took advantage of the 
abduction of the Chibok school girls “to ensure its 
military presence including drone operations to 
secure an even stronger foothold in Nigeria”.58 
Corroborating this position, Professor Michel 
Chossudovsky et al, argued that imperialist powers in 
the pursuit of their hegemonic interests use covert 
operations to weaken countries that have fallen prey 
to their ambition. A good example is Libya where the  
“Pro  – democracy” rebels were  actually led by Al 
Qaeda affiliated paramilitary brigades coordinated 
and supervised by NATO Special Forces.59 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The State has become instrumental to terrorism.   
Peaceful protests by workers, peasants, students and 
other social groups are meted with Army or Police 
brutality. Democracy has failed the people. Politics 
has become a metaphor for self-  aggrandizement 
where political  office has  become means  of looting 
the treasury blind! Accountability remains a hoax. 
With a bleak future in the horizon, the youths, the 
children of “The Wretched of the Earth”  60, are 
preyed upon by politicians and some criminal gangs, 
who recruit them as hired killers / political  thugs. 
These militia groups engage in violent and terrorist 
activities. All these have led to the emergence of 
violent groups like Boko Haram, who employ pseudo 
religious themes or any fault line ideology  to wreck 
havoc on society. In this context, Marxism argues that 
while Boko Haram arises within the context of the 
socioeconomic system of the State, the State itself is 
compelled to behave the way it does due of the 
intrinsic motivations of capitalism. As much as there 
is the persistence of wider economic chasm between 
the dominant and dominated classes, the dominated 
will have no other option than to band together to 
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resist their oppressors. Boko Haram membership are 
largely made up the unemployed, the pauperized,  the 
schools dropouts,  the ignorant and other excluded 
elements in the Nigerian society. The Boko Haram 
insurgency is not a natural disaster but symptom of 
the contradictions borne out of the oppressive, 
mindlessly corrupt, insensitive and kleptomaniacal 
elites and other kleptoparasites that embed the 
Nigerian society. It  is  a  replica  of previous social 
movements  differing to some in the areas of 
philosophy, geographical location, timing, ethnic 
affiliation  and social class cleavages. Apart from the 
military option, government should embark on 
aggressive policies tailored towards the improvement 
of the socioeconomic status of the people.  But as 
capitalism is a system of inequalities, this suggestion 
remains fundamentally palliative. To ignore  the 
Marxist perspective in the understanding of the Boko 
Haram phenomenon in Nigeria will not only go 
against the grains of critical discourse but give 
sanctuary to bad scholarship. “He that would make 
his own liberty secure must guard even his enemy 
from oppression;      for if he violates this duty, he 
establishes a precedent which will reach himself.  - 
Thomas Paine (1737-1809)61 
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