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Abstract— People in their movements are influenced and directed by three-dimensional confines and by the structural lines 
of such confines; in other words, the general tension becomes a specifically “directed” dynamic tension. If these confines are 
architectural structures, their volumes and their scale exert pressure and resistance and stimulate and direct our reaction to 
the space around us. What begins as undifferentiated space becomes place as we get to know it better and endow it with 
value. 
Expanding on the concept of place and space, Dovey stated that place encompasses the idea of the interaction between 
people and physical setting together with a set of meanings that both emerge from and inform this experience and interaction 
[1]. Great cities boast squares of every size, style and purpose demonstrating the varied ways in which space can be 
contained and manipulated. Reduced to basics, a public square can be as simple as a child’s drawing,. An outdoor room, with 
walls to enclose space, doors to admit traffic, the sky as ceiling. The walls can be strait or bowed, high or low, continuous or 
fragmented. 
Space can be defined without walls; trees or railing will do the job, as will a central point of focus like a fountain, column or 
equestrian statue. The point of entry can be concealed by an arcade, perhaps, or establish a bold axis, a cord upon which the 
square is strung. The surface may be paved or planted, left open or filled with trees. 
Is the stage upon which the drama of communal life unfolds: the streets, squares, and parks of a city give form to the ebb and 
flow of human exchange. City planners have been primarily concerned with such problems as the use of land, the 
improvement of traffic and general communication, the relationship between residential and industrial areas, these 
considerations have somewhat overshadowed the fundamental importance of the square as a basic factor in town planning, 
as the very heart of the city. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Space can be defined without walls; trees or railing 
will do the job, as will a central point of focus like a 
fountain, column or equestrian statue. The point of 
entry can be concealed by an arcade, perhaps, or 
establish a bold axis, a cord upon which the square is 
strung. The surface may be paved or planted, left 
open or filled with trees. 
These dynamic spaces are an essential counterpart to 
the more settled places and routines of work and 
home life, providing: 
- The channels for movement, 
- The nodes of communication, 
- The common grounds for play and relaxation. 
 
Public space is open publicly accessible place where 
people go for group or individual activities. While 
public spaces can take many forms and may assume 
various names such as plazas, malls, and 
playgrounds, they all share common ingredients. 
Public spaces generally contain public amenities such 
as walkways, benches and water; physical and visual 
elements such as paving or lawn, and vegetation that 
supports activities. Whether planned or found, they 
are usually open and accessible to the public [2]. 
The physical structure of places can strongly affect 
their public-private balance and the nature of public 
life. This is especially apparent in looking at cities. 
For example, streets are components of the urban 
communication system – the means of moving 

objects, people, and information from one sector to 
another [2].  
As arteries of the city they enable contacts, both 
planned and serendipitous ones, that can draw people 
together. Because streets, also, are the context for 
crime and fear, both the positive and negative 
functions are written in urban history.  
Urban open spaces can provide a refreshing escape 
from the tedium of big city monotony. Their benefits, 
however, are universally beneficial only if open 
spaces are accessible to and usable by all people, 
including handicapped individuals. Open spaces can 
and should be available for enjoyment by everyone, 
even if experienced with diminished or lost sight or 
hearing. 
Open space in the urban environment is a rare and 
precious commodity, a valued amenity existing in any 
community, that is to be preserved, respected, and 
celebrated. 
 
II. URBAN OPEN SPACE THEORIES 
 
Public spaces generally contain public amenities such 
as walkways, benches and water; physical and visual 
elements such as paving or lawn, and vegetation that 
supports activities. Whether planned or found, they 
are usually open and accessible to the public [2] . 
Public space should be ; responsive, democratic, 
meaningful. Responsive spaces are those that are 
designed and managed to serve the needs of their 
users. The primary needs that people seek to satisfy in 
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public space are those for comfort, relaxation, active 
and passive engagement and discovery. Relaxation 
provides relief from the stresses of daily life and both 
active and passive engagement with others promotes 
individual well-being and community. Public space 
can also be a setting for physically and mentally 
rewarding activity, such as exercise, gardening or 
conversation. It can be a place for discovery of self or 
others; a step into the larger world of visual and 
physical contact with nature and plants can also result 
in important health and restorative benefits for 
people. 
Democratic spaces; protect the rights of user groups; 
they are accessible to all groups and provide for 
freedom of action but also for temporary claim and 
ownership. A public space can be a place to act more 
freely than when under constraint of home or 
workplace. In most settings one can temporarily lay 
claim to a piece of turf even when one does not own 
it. Ultimately, public space can be changed by public 
action; because it is owned by all it can offer a sense 
of power and control limited only by the rights of 
others. In public space people can learn to live 
together. 
Meaningful spaces; are those that allow people to 
make strong connections between the place, their 
personal lives, and the larger world. They relate to 
their physical and social context [2]. 
These connections may be to one’s own history or 
future, to a valued group, to one’s culture or relevant 
history, to biological and psychological realities, or 
even to other worlds. 
A continuously used public space with its many 
memories can help anchor one’s sense of personal 
continuity in a rapidly changing world. By the build- 
up of overlapping memories of individual and shared 
experience, a place becomes sacred to a community. 
Canter’s place definition is the result of relationships 
between actions, conceptions and physical attributes 
[3]. It follows that we have not fully identified the 
place until we know: 

a. What behaviour is associated with, or it is 
anticipated will be housed in, a given locus? 

b.  What are the physical partners of that 
setting? 

c.  The description or conception which people 
hold of that behaviour in that physical 
environment. 

We can proceed with the identification of places 
starting with any of the major constituents. If no 
physical structure exists, during the design stage then 
we may begin by identifying the groupings of 
activities to be housed in the proposed design. 
Once identified we may move on the conceptions of 
the links these activities have to given physical forms, 
for example, that small group discussions should take 
place in a quiet, private area, separated from other 
activities. Out of this may grow proposals for specific 
physical structures which may then be checked 
against the activities they will house. 

If the physical form already exists, when urban 
redevelopment is in progress, the first stage may be 
an account of the major physical attributes of the area 
to be redeveloped. 
The next stage could be to identify the conceptions 
associated with each of the groupings of physical 
attributes to emerge, and then to identify the activities 
which are tied to each of the groupings emerging 
from the first two stages. 
What is meant by physical attributes? In the abstract, 
independently of any conceptual framework, there is 
an infinity of ways of dividing up and measuring 
physical parameters; light, size, shape, form, texture, 
or the combination of any or all of these and many 
others, at any scale, are feasible. So researchers have 
either selected one which caught their fancy with 
disappointing results, or gave up because they had too 
many choices. With the three component model it is 
possible to look for those aspects of physical 
attributes which have the greatest likelihood of 
linking to the other components of the place in 
question; those which facilitate the identification of 
place. 
Behaviour: the third major category of procedures for 
identifying places is that based upon information 
concerning what happens where. 
 
III. SPATIAL EXPERIENCE 
 
History shows us that the square is a place where 
changes are rapidly felt. In fact, public open space 
was always in permanent change; in different periods 
of the history and under specific conditions, space 
changed. Learning about the historical development 
of public open space was of prime interest, because it 
led to making a connection between changes that 
occurred on the space and the factors responsible for 
that change. 
In the beginning urban open space was used for 
community meetings, whether religious, commercial 
or governmental. There was little interest in setting 
aside separate spaces: one space did triple duty. The 
pre-historic urban space, which had many uses, as a 
prototype that still survives in simple communities 
everywhere. 
In the Mesopotamian cities of 4000 years ago, the 
temple square and the market square were separated 
physically as well as functionally. The sense of public 
space and public life was more enlightened in Greek 
civilization; Public life flourished around the agora; 
people come together as individual or in groups, to 
discuss, to shop or only to relax [4]. 
With respect to the difference between Greek and 
Roman conceptions of space, Roman had succeeded 
in creating a well organised and zoned forum, but 
they failed in keeping the outdoor activities lively, as 
it was in the Greek agora. The Roman forum gave a 
way to localise activities; more and more activities 
transferred from outdoors to indoors, and that was 
because of taking extra muro activities inside the city, 
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at the forum. During the Roman empire the forum 
assumed lots of change, but at the end of the empire 
the public life decreased to be replaced by the estate 
scene. 
In the Middle Ages religion helped in revitalizing 
public life: it was around a church or a mosque that 
people traded, commuted and relaxed. The great 
plazas of the Renaissance, carefully planned and 
formally designed, were a departure from the more 
organic, naturally evolving public space of the middle 
ages.  
In Renaissance cities, wheeled traffic combined with 
the idea of powerful national sovereignty to stimulate 
the development of dramatic and dynamic urban open 
space. Trade and maritime transportation had given 
opportunities to Renaissance open space to prosper. 
The discovery of the new world had brought wealth 
and richness to open space in Europe. The shape of 
Baroque and Classicistic squares is in both instances 
based on the experience of progression in time. 
A square in Seljuk and Ottoman cities is an urban 
space serving the whole city in terms of civic, 
ceremonial, religious, social, educational-cultural, 
commercial, residential and transportation functions. 
Seljuk and Ottoman squares act as distributing nodes 
serving the masses moving in and out of the major 
buildings to and from the neighbouring paths. Many 
types of squares which used to exist in Ottoman times 
were no longer used during Republican times[4]. 
Today, city centers face real challenges.; they must 
respond to the changing needs and demands of 
modern-day living; squares need to prosper in order 
to survive. They must compete effectively with the 
advances in the means of technological 
communication.  
Human beings’ needs for open space was the reason 
for creating those kind of spaces; in general, public 
places are as old as history, but green playgrounds 
and sea- side walkways are a bit more recent. With 
the progression of urban planning, the green park was 
generated, as well as playgrounds. 
Those places form the city fabric with its 
surroundings; they are mostly driven by site 
topography, surrounding buildings and the existing 
fabric. They have come to serve for relaxation, play, 
walks, and much other street life. 
The different types of open public space, that is 
known today are the result of historical development 
of the space, needs of new spaces, and changes in 
usage. These changes suggest an emerging form of 
public space, and physical elements appropriate to 
each type of space. 
Among the different type, city square is the favori 
place for everyday use. People pass by, take a rest 
there. 
In a comprehensive review, Sime, stated that term of 
place, as opposed to space, implies a strong emotional 
tie, temporary or more long-lasting, between a person 
and particular physical location [5].  

Density, compactness, and traffic define the streets as 
backdrop for urban life. Relative calm in plazas and 
parks and in enclosed urban space, such as arenas and 
theatres, plays against that multiplicity in the streets. 
Together, these two sorts of urban open space define 
the city. 
The meaning of the square as a spatial experience can 
be grasped only by those who are aware of the 
phenomenon that the human reaction toward the form 
and dimensions of shaped and modelled space 
changes continuously. This change happens not only 
from century to century, from country to country, but 
even within one period and one nation; and it means 
more than a mere alteration of taste. It is not 
dependent on contemporary abstract doctrines and 
philosophies, although it is certainly influenced by 
them. It is elemental. It grows from a specific and 
characteristic mode of human behaviour and attitude, 
articulated in specific forms by the creative process 
either of an anonymous collective. 
The spatial impression of the square depends 
furthermore on differences in scale of the individual 
units, on the contrasts of higher and lower structures, 
on the relationships to the width and breadth of 
horizontal area, on the location of monuments, 
fountains and finally on variations in architectural 
decoration. Within this organization the spatial 
balance of the square will always be achieved by the 
equation of horizontal and vertical forces. Open 
public space is divided into ten main types, taking in 
consideration historical development of the space and 
activities that could be provided there. 
 
IV. URBAN OPEN SPACE FOR PROTESTS 
 
Urban open space since being public propriety, 
civilian either been in group or individual come to 
express their feelings, happiness and disagreement. 
Wherever the public open space’s location , protest 
way and action is almost close in term of land use, 
occupying urban open space for protest purpose, 
ideologically means that the city life is powered by 
civic decision, making possession on a public space is 
as controlling the speed of city movement. 
These last years, space control emerge in event, some 
country get their government turned down from urban 
open space, in others civilian disobedience forced 
their government to return back on some decision. 
People consciously or no, from urban space are 
getting in up down relation with their administrators.  
Experiencing urban open space for protest purpose 
reveals another dimension that we weren’t aware, 
urban public space formally considered as common 
state, but in fact is public possession. During protest 
days protesters behaved as if they were at home, they 
lived and slept out, cooked and ate , simply they 
demonstrated they are in full possession of the space.  
Place occupation takes different forms, differs 
according the subject and the goal to achieve, 
occupation may be brief for few hour or it may 
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extend for weeks, or months. Space occupation may 
be conducted with varying degrees of physical force 
to obtain and defend the place occupied. Although 
space occupation often connotes illegal use of space 
without permission of governmental authority, 
international opinion and mass media support it and 
get it legalised.  
 

 
Fig.1. Hong Kong yellow umbrella protest 

 

 
Fig.2. Hong Kong street occupation for protest purpose 

 
Forms and ways of space occupation are strongly 
recorded in human memories, and space subjected to 
occupation became symbol of liberty. Unforgotten 
historical events return to emerge, to confirm human 
being addiction to the urban open space, and show 
that man in his space occupation is normally natural, 
when he made of the public space his home, where 
the ceiling is the sky and the ground is the sitting.  
A sit-in or sit-down is a form of direct action that 
involves one or more people occupying an area for a 
protest , often to claim political, social or economic 
change, protesters seat pacifically on the ground , 
they remain until they are evicted, usually by force or 
arrested or until their requests get agreed. 

The non-violent way of sit-in protest, attract 
attention, and arouse sympathy from the public, 
especially when governmental authorities try to break 
down protest by using force and violence.  
Other way of space occupation appeared as earlier as 
human being presence, is camp, or protest camp, 
protesters set up a base for their claims, in term of 
organisation takes the form of village, where all 
facility life is provided. Psychologically camp protest 
is protesters world against the other world, it is a self-
isolation decision, by which disagreement is 
physically and verbally shown. Usually protest camp 
settle in strategic point in the city, like squares, open 
urban space and in front of governmental buildings, 
occupying strategic location in the city fabric let the 
protest getting more public attention. These last years 
we get more and more well organised protest camp, 
each service is located in adequate location, the camp 
is organised like a little village, with main grouping 
place , street with names, tent for information, others 
for pharmacy , food , and even tent for net connection 
is found.  
Functionally today protest camps are thought to resist 
for longer time, possibility of self controlling is 
getting insured, tools and volunteer labour are 
available on place, life needs are relatively easy to 
get, other thing that worth to be stated at this stage is 
waste collection, group of volunteers take in charge 
the task of collecting waste and even went further in 
sorting of rubbish. The idea behind that organisation 
is to don’t struggle the life cycle of those who are not 
in protest, willing to earn support and sympathy of 
those in out camp. 
Space occupation may be linear or spread on 
unlimited surface, some times for shorter time, the 
protest takes the form of march (figure1,2); is a type 
of protest or demonstration that generally involves a 
group of people walking from an assembly point to a 
predetermined destination. Usually protest march is 
characterized by pacifism and civic sense, space is 
used as usual, behavioural act would be interpreted in 
three essential scenes, passing by walking and 
waiting for a while.  
Some meaningful example about protest camp has 
been experienced recently, and need to be spot 
lighted, the case of Hong Kong protest in September 
2014 is unique in sense of methods applied to show 
civic disobedience; protest form took many ways, 
range from space occupation, sit-ins , mobile street 
protests, internet activism, hunger strikes and 
hacking. 
From urban architectural point of view, Hong Kong 
camp protest was remarkable in the way in which the 
camp was set up, the camp looked like a real village, 
with specific gates, used to filter coming in and going 
out civilian, camp protest of Hong Kong in the four 
location; Admiralty, Causeway Bay, Mong Kok and 
Tsim Sha Tsui ( figure 3), had taken a linear space 
occupation , for the four location , camp had a centre 
land marked by the highest building . 
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Fig.3. Hong Kong protest location 

 
Concerning organisation system adopted for 
installing tent, is rigorously inspired from the existing 
city fabric, tents were organized in row form, 
between tents rows corridors were left for mobility, 
tents were numbered and named ( figure 4 ), task that 
facilitate identifying place from other , two sort of 
tent were used , smallest closed ones were served for 
sleeping and relaxing , others relatively tallest and 
open were used for service provision (figure 5).  
 

 
Fig. 4.  Protest camp arrangement 

 
 

 
Fig. 5.  Protest camp tents distinction 

Urban art also was present and animated camp life, 
stairs wall was occupied and served as sticking board, 
protesters come and stick on the board their requests 
as if there were a wishes, street music had its specific 
location ( figure 6 ) close to camp centre, usually in 
open location visually accessible. 
All those elements made of the protest camp , 
somewhere liveable and pleasant to stay in, in term of 
functionality and sustainability meaningful lesson is 
given, and we had to think about them for city 
planning process (figure 7).  
 

 
Fig.6. Camp urban art and music show 

 

 
Fig.7. Camp food service 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
Psychological function of the public space is a true 
for the present and future as it has been for the past. 
As a matter of fact, the city planner of the past faced 
the same kind of problems as does the city planner of 
today. Physical and psychological function of the 
space does not depend on size or scale, needs and 
demands decide what, where and how it may be 
happen. Space specific potentialities determine the 
degree of space use, and the way in which the space 
may be occupied. The spatial impressionism fulfils 
psychological use of the space, the fact of being 
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belonging to a space, permit more flexibility with 
space use, therefore a dual interaction is conducted in 
up down direction. 
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