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Abstract- This paper aims to analyze the main elements of the reform on copyright in Albania and arguments about the level 
of intellectual property protection. Domestic  and foreign legal frameworks  have a major importance in adapting to the 
challenges of this field in the digital economy. The high cost of losses due to the informality and piracy on the economy 
makes it necessary to normative the regulation and to take measures on enforcement of intellectual property in our country. 
We believe that is urgently needed dumping concrete steps to monitor the intellectual prorpriety  market as also an obligation 
towards national actors but also as obligation arising from international agreements in which Albania is a  partie. 
Institutional interaction, strengthening of human resources have a key role in the technological development under the motto 
of fair use of intellectual creativity. What is the actual situation of copyright and industrial property in our country? How 
much and in which way  our institutions operate in ensuring the promotion of this ownership? How important is the 
economic aspect of the interest groups and the general public to use creative works? The first step of a "creative economy" is 
to develop appropriate legal arrangements followed by state regulatory concept to steer the economy as part of a global and 
European market. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
The rapid growth of the intellectuall property is 
associated with the provision of national and 
international governance institutions, legal 
procedures regulating this field in the cultural, social 
and economic dimension. In generaly the  term of 
intellectual property includes on itself copyrights, 
patents, trademarks, industrial designs, trade secrets , 
models et . . Each of them in the whole, constitutes a 
kind of ownership resulting from the fruits of mental 
and intellectual creation. 
The rights and protective aspects to their owners or 
possesses stemming from laws and other applicable 
in a particular territory and time. The importance of 
the implementation of the legal framework for such 
ownerships is very important if we measure in 
nominal economic value. 
Intellectual property apart from the financial benefits 
to the creators or inventors directly affects innovative 
environment, science and technological development 
in a society. This vision was estabilished in the Paris 
Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property 
in 1883 and the Convention of Bern for the protection 
of copyright in 1886, and is today very actual and 
important if we consider the digital developments and 
the role of technology in the economy. 
Effective institutional cooperation is crucial for the 
role it has and may have intellectual property in 
Albania in order to maximize benefits taking into 
account our future as part of a wider European market 
and patterns of countries with similar capacities with 
our country. 
In this papper  will be addressed two main categories 
on copyrights and patents in our market, the role of 
public and private bodies in this complex interaction 
between them and international interaction. 

II. CHAPTER-I 
 
THE COPYRIGHTS  IN ALBANIA  AND  THE 
NEW PROSPECTIVE OF THE NEW DRAFT-
LAW 
 
The state of functioning and administration of 
copyright in our country is considered as problematic 
in the report of the protection of works of local artists 
and the lack in reciprocity for ensuring uniform 
works of foreign authors in our territory. Albanian 
legal framework for the protection of intellectual 
property consists on the provisions  of Constitution of 
the Republic of Albania, international legal acts 
ratified by our country and the national legislative 
acts. Also  is important to mention  the Stabilisation 
and Association Agreement between Albania an EU,  
where in its Article 73 establishes the obligation of 
our country to take .. "necessary measures to ensure a 
level of protection of intellectual property rights 
equivalent to that which exists in the Community, 
including effective means for the realization of these 
rights "as well as the National Strategy 2010-2015 
intellectual and industrial property where the 
foundation of the strategy defined legal and 
institutional structure to support our country to raise 
awareness, the monitoring and protection of 
copyright. Just mentioning  these two documents we 
observe  the fact that we have done some  progress in 
this field, is nedded except our will, a lot on metering 
practices and laws aligned with the EU as a condition 
for membership with full rights on EU. 
Albanian degree of respect of copyright and related 
rights to it, is at unacceptable levels for the objectives 
and expectations of the stakeholders in this field. 
Piracy and unauthorized use in the absence of official 
statistics for the fact that are still operating in 
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informality,is  estimated at over 70% market share. It 
indicates concern that compared with other regional 
countries Albania cant register evonomic official 
records, while countries like Croatia or Slovenia with 
similar capacities in this sector registers over 30-35 
million dollars each to the incomes from the activity 
of authors, performers, producers, transmission 
operators, call center, business center or computer 
software, etc. users. The main problems observed  are 
dealing with low implementation of the law, lack of 
awareness among actors and public field, the role of 
inadequate inspections,also the collective managment 
is unfunctionable in view of tariff collection and 
distribution to the holders of rights as well as 
problems encountered in the judicial system in terms 
of knowledge of the law or their potencial to know 
the specific procedures to be fullfiled in such kind of 
processes.  
Due to the current problems the Ministry of Culture is 
in the final stages of adopting a new law on 
copyrights. This draft meets the current law No. 9380 
dated 04.28. 2005, in many aspects, namely the 
monitoring of the market. The draft provides for the 
establishment of the Inspectorate for intellectual 
property (which in January forecast by the PM to 
enter into force the functional structure of the body as 
part of the Central Inspectorate). This role is carried 
out without effectively by the Albanian Copyright 
Office 1 , who failed to levy fines imposed on 
operators and monitoring breaker market in general. 
The Inspectorate will be trusted to be coercive and to 
make possible practical control on compyright works 
that constitute administrative offenses. This 
Inspectorate will have as object of activity the control 
in  product and the the permission issued by the 
holder of the rights or AAK2 to, conform the law as 
well as cooperation with customs and tax authorities, 
state police, ACO-in, and the structures of economic 
crime.  
Another important element of this draft is to 
strengthen the control mechanisms on Collective 
Management Agencies. Forecasts consist in 
narrowing the decision making abusive and illegal in 
their operation, normative regulations concerning the 
collection of their representative bodies or awareness 
and information for members of these agencies. 
Statutory forecasts will determine clear formula 
collection and revenue distribution to the holders of 
rights. A part of such copyright rights and  rights 
related to them  will be compulsorily administered by 
AAK to, even without the mandate of creative 
authors. This aims to formalize the use of intellectual 
product in our country as well as homology 
organizations in foreign countries, placing our 
country in the next level, not only in terms of dignity, 
but also in the fact that Albania is seen as 

                                                             
1 The acronime of ACO  
2 The Collective Menagement Agency 

guaranteeing an optimal market and intellectual 
property protection.  
The achievement through negotiations in tariff setting 
methodology is an general element that is based on 
how much intellectual criminal exploits use the work. 
Each user unlike the previous scheme will compelling 
this opportunity to mediate with AAK to, on the basis 
of criteria, the amount to be paid for the agency. 
Regarding to the protection of copyright and 
administrative and judicial proceedings the new law, 
identifies the practices of countries that have already 
passed this stage at the process of European 
integration, first of all by unifiing the modality of 
acces to the courts and secondly by providing that the 
burden of proof to be part of insitution in tha case of 
violations of exploitation of the copyrights. So it is a 
more comprehensive normative institution in order to 
prevent and Punish offenders users. Challenge 
remains awareness investigative and judicial 
structures on knowledge and evolution of intellectual 
property in the international level and the need for 
continuous professional training of any structure that 
is related to the implementation of Legal framework 
for IPR.  
 
In parallel with the implementation of the new law in 
the Albanian market will be the development and 
introduction in educational system of a curricula 
regarding to intellectual property. Being in a lack of 
education and do not understanding the importance 
and role of this discipline will be an impossible 
mission to optimize  economic and cultural benefits 
to our society. Intellectual property is important for 
innovation and its role in the economy and as such it 
is our duty to provide for study programs for younger 
generations, for being willing to use more effective 
digital environment. "The future of our artists need to 
protect their innovations and innovation in the 
economy. The future economic prosperity rests on 
them. Artists,  musicians, scientists and engineers 
need to understand all the intellectual property rights 
and would make part of the curricula "- DBE 
Baroness Neville-Rolfe CMG.  
 
Effective ways that we as a society can do is through 
educational initiatives which show the direct impact 
of piracy and market distortions. The support of the 
rights of the copyright benefit not only the creators to 
make a better life but also society. "The concept of 
intellectual property and its economic values and 
culture must be inextricably embedded in the school 
curriculum for young people" - Lord David Puttnam. 
It would be unjustifiable that in a integreted in EU , 
the creators or masters do not know the value of their 
work, their copies, creation of new technological 
devices. in this sense, our country would not be 
appropriate for foreign companies to invest in 
Albania and to interact with the market no more but 
the Slovenian market operates in the field of 
hardware and software. 
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Finally  regarding to the copyright seen in the light of 
the new law I think that the dose of optomism should 
accompanu us in the medium – term future, for 
innovations that bring in a configuration with clear 
operational and administrative chain but also for 
public awareness for creators and users as well as by 
competent authorities through mass communication 
media to educate the younger generation.  
 
III. CHAPTER  II 
 
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY IN THE SPHERE OF 
LEGAL PROTECTION 
 
The Albanian legal framework is rich , complex but 
the reality  is far away form de iure  situation and 
leads us to believe that in the first awareness of the 
authorities and institutions that deal directly with the 
protection of copyright on the one hand and 
businesses themselves who their activity affect 
industrial property, is scarce and helps in violation of 
the real economic rights of authors. 
The progress reports for Albania itself highlight the 
fact that there are deep flaws in the implementation of 
industrial property rights3 . Institutional instruments  
protecting intellectual and industrial property in 
Albania are clearly expressed in the National Strategy 
of Intellectual and Industrial Property from 2010 to 
20154 . Clearly effective protection is linked to the 
socio-economic development of the country as well 
as the country's progress towards full European 
integration. 
Today the violation of intellectual and industrial 
property should not be seen only in the perspective of 
the criminal sanctions but also of immense economic 
looses  that they bring to the country's economy. 
From the situation outlined in the National Strategy 
of Intellectual and Industrial Property 2010-2015 is 
clearly reflected that the range of counterfeit products 
over the years has been increasing in quantitative and 
qualitative terms. In these falsifications are already 
involved not only luxury brands but vital products 
also, like products medications or spare parts for 
different vehicles. In December 2014 at the 
conference organized by AMCHAM for protecting 
intellectual and industrial property only the  
representative of the automobile company Mercedes 
Benz concessionary submitted that the violation of 
the branding of the firm are already over 840 
denunciations Brand forgery and fraud through 
domestic courts. 
 
The OECD Report of 2008 on counterfeiting and 
piracy raises the problem according to which the 
more booming counterfeiting or piracy grater is the 
negative effect on trade, on foreign investment, 
employment, innovation, crime and not less It is 

                                                             
3 www.mie.gov.al  
4 file:///C:/Users/ebano/Downloads/STRATEGJIA_IPR_DPD.pdf 

important to note the negative impact that these 
phenomena have on revenue collection and tax for the 
state budget . 
Is already observed especially by the Customs 
Administration and other law enforcement agencies 
of trafficking  that the traffic of fake and pirated 
products is one of lucrative illegal activities of 
organized crime in Albania. Our country in this case 
is not only a transit route mainly Chinese or Asian 
goods to Western Europe but is also a country of 
destination.  
Thus the statistics that have been published by the 
Directorate General of Customs noted sports items 
such as sports shoes , sports pants and sport shirts that 
carry the brand Adias , or Nike who have occupied 
the domestic market come transit from Malta or 
China with the country of origin China and destined 
for Albania . Only on 07/02/2013 they were 
exterminated 2,196 pieces of sports shoes originating 
in China , infringing the trademark " Adidas " . 
The destruction was carried out in the former Glass 
Factory Tirana , on the presence of the legal 
representative of the holder of the right, under the 
supervision of the Customs Branch of Tirana and the 
Directorate for Protection of IP . 
After completing all proceduresof  intellectual 
property protection, where the right holders adidas 
AG and adidas International Marketing BV 
confirmed that the goods were infringing the 
trademark " Adidas " and after that they proceeded to 
destroy these fake products5. 
In the fight against counterfeiting and piracy 
competent institutions have made a number of 
memorandums of understanding he 2007 between the 
Albanian Copyright Office and the General 
Directorate of Customs, the Memorandum of 
Cooperation between the Office of Industrial Property 
of Kosova and Directorate General of Patents and 
Trademarks of Albania 2011 , also GDPM 
memoranda with authorities to protect patents Marks 
and Turkey , Macedonia and other countries of the 
region . 
By means of these memoranda and agreements of 
cooperation required to achieve precisely the 
destruction of the international traffic of these 
counterfeit products since as mentioned above, this is 
an international event which is controlled by 
organized crime. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
In situation in which is increasing the 
competitiveness of the economy, it is necessary to 
regulate clearer regulatory framework for intellectual 
property by all institutional circle in our country. 
Challenges in the digital market, in relation to the 
Human Development growth and cultural diversity of 

                                                             
5 http://www.dogana.gov.al/sq/node/93 



International Journal of Management and Applied Science, ISSN: 2394-7926 Volume-1, Issue-9,     Special Issue Oct.-2015 

The Impact Of Intellectual Propriety Rights On Economy 
 

65 

the markets takes a particular importance when it 
comes to aligning with the European market. 
 
As such it is possible alternatives to be pursued by 
imposing the force of law and fair use culture. This 
framework should ensure the balance between private 
and public interests on the one hand where state 
policies should stimulate creativity to the creators, 
and on the other, the completion of the public interest 
for an optimal approach to their products. It is already 
known the culture of doing business has transformed 
the industry always creative, finding new innovations 
of the post-information society. Exactly creative 
industry tends to reflect the status quo in its economic 
development and the concept of the creative economy 
has a direct effect on new normative structuration 
menaxhin markets in the digital society. The wording 
of the 'creative economy' as a legal concept and its 
introduction in the legislative framework of economy 
will adjust better and in coherent the developements 
of technological  society. In a creative economy an 
important element is elaboration of new rules 
appropriate to its function but at the same time they 
should allow for IPR. First, a balance between 
rewards for existing owners of their works and the 
tendency of users or young creators to develop 
derivative works based on existing ones. Is the duty 
of the regulatory framework to recognize and 
promote the growing reality of creative originality 
through derivative works; secondly, ensuring 
undoubtedly conventional measures for the protection 
and dissemination of works of the artists, to ensure 
the dissemination of information to society in limits 
allowed by the European practices, in the sense that 
social groups can benefit from the creations and 
inventions of authors or different entities; thirdly, to 
clarify which categories of social use do not require 
authorization of the right holder; Recently, state 
policy makers should ensure collective management, 
as effective means of licensing of rights and mutual 
benefit society-maker. This lowers the cost of 
transactions in the economy, increase efficiency, 
ensure that each creator will render to a certain extent 
for what his mind and his energy prodeuces, and is a 

formal meeting to reach an agreement between 
manufacturer, creator  and user interests reciprocal. In 
conclusion the increase of barriers to prevent the 
penetration of piratery and illegal exploitation on the 
one hand and strengthening the monitoring on the 
market to punish violators of intellectual property is 
the right way for the development of innovation and 
creative economy in general. 
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