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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
This paper analyses that the impact of parental 
collaboration on improving the long-term outcomes 
for children and young people. It examines family 
factor for children learning with special educational 
needs. It also discusses how school can collaborate 
between family and local community to improve 
achievement for children with disadvantage. 
Reaching high level of achievement for 
disadvantaged children depends on the strong 
connection among the following three factors: family, 
community and school. Finally, the paper also 
pointed out the gender issue for parent involvement. 
Living conditions are very limited and difficult for 
the children with education disadvantage. Under 
these limited and difficult circumstances, they are 
trained and thought by their parents until starting the 
school. Parents are recognised as the prime educators 
until their children start the school. Namely, the 
parents keep their fundamental influence on the 
children learning ability throughout the school years. 
Their teachers become second educator. In other 
words, both school and parents play important role in 
respect of the children learning issue. It follows that, 
family and school should work togetherfor the sake of 
reaching high level of achievement for children at the 
early years. 
I did bachelor degree in the field of pre-school 
teaching in Marmara University in Turkey. 
According to my knowledge, it is important to be in 
contact with family as early as possible in order to 
develop both cognitive and social skills.I was 
accepted as an internship in a kindergarten which 
belongs to the Marmara University. A professor from 
Marmara University established this unit to observe 
children’s development processes and also to provide 
opportunity for undergraduate students to do 
research. Classrooms teachers are responsible to 
make weekly plan and receive approval from the 
education school of the university in every week.The 
teacher was also charged to organise family activity 
each week and the activity was arranged based on the 
family resources. Regarding the family activity, 
parents join some activities in the classroom. 
Therefore, parents feel more confident to be in 
contact with school anytime in order to get 
information about their children. Students also feel 
comfortable to join classroom activities when their 
parents get involved. There is another reason that 
proves the importance of parent involvement at the 
early years for children. If the school suspects that 

pupils have difficulties in terms of learning, it must 
be asked to the parents regarding their children’s 
behaviour out of school time in order to get long term 
and stable results. According to the parenting early 
intervention programme evolution (Department of 
Education, 2011), successful parenting is one of the 
important factors to develop behavioural difficulties 
of children. Successful parents collaboration reduces 
children`s behavioural difficulties and increases 
children’s achievement in disadvantage 
circumstances.  
Parent involvement is also important in primary and 
particularly secondary schools because if school can 
make parent feel part of children learning, their 
children are more likely to bring upin a supportive 
atmosphere(Gamarnikow & Green, 1999). But,there 
is a challenge to get parent involvement at the higher 
levels of school and there are some reasons behind 
that. According to a report, parents are less likely to 
help homework during high school comparing early 
school years(Kreider, Caspe, Kennedy, & Weiss, 
2007). It must be also noted that high school is too 
late to help children if there is a problem in terms of 
success. 
According to Robyn Hackford O’Sullivan and her co-
workers’ (O’Sullivan, Chen, & Fish, 2014) studies, 
there is a significant association between parent 
involvement and achievement. In reports, they 
specifically observed parent and children who come 
from disadvantage circumstances. It was noted that 
children with educational disadvantage put in high 
performance after their parents get involved. 
Nevertheless, having parent involvement at nursery 
school or primary school is essential in respect of 
early intervention for the sake of developing pupils 
who have disadvantage circumstances. As Aimee 
Hilado(2011) rightly states that parent involvements 
play a huge role to enhance experience of children in 
the early childhood years. There are some ways of 
working with parents to develop children’s skills. For 
instance, family can involve school activities with 
teacher or nursery staff; namely, parents can be 
invited into school to provide them information about 
some school booksand educate them how to use those 
books at home. These opportunities lead that parent 
can actively attempt students’ homework and also 
develop communications between school and parents 
(Weinberger, 1990).  
It is the most essential and effective factor in terms of 
students learning that family should have enough 
knowledge to prepare their children for school 
(Chavkin, 1993). This is also important for 
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disadvantaged children as they do not have even 
regular sleep routines. I made an observation at 
primary school in Belfast. The class that I observed 
had disadvantaged children. The classroom teacher 
told me that these disadvantaged children did not 
have any proper bed to sleep at home and most of 
them fell asleep on a coach. At this point, family 
involvement is really important; for example, parents 
can come to the school to learn how to become a 
responsible parent; therefore, the parents make sure 
their children have enough sleep to be able to pay 
attention at the classroom. The teacher in the primary 
school had meeting with family to explain that their 
children need to sleep well to be able to listen and 
attend the lesson. She also advised some tips to the 
parents regarding things to do before going to sleep; 
for example reading a book or providing clean and 
private bed. Despite all, the teacher emphasised that it 
is difficult to ask parent to join the meeting regarding 
their children. Most of the reports show us parent 
involvement has been accepted and approved in 
theory in terms of children achievement; however, 
there are some considerable problems in practice. In 
this respect, Osborn (1984)  said that it is difficult to 
generate any kind of parental involvement in nursery 
school. Blatchford(1982), made a study based on the 
collaboration between home and nursery schools. 
According to results, less than half of the schools 
could encourage parents to attend the classroom 
activities. One out of ten mothers or less than that 
attended to the class. The results approved that there 
is a challenge to get parent involvement at school. For 
the sake of increasing number of participant, it is 
important to arrange organisations or meetings close 
to the school area. According to Aimee V. Hilado, 
Leanne Kallemeyn and Lauren Phillips(2013), 
parents’ support and assistance become essential in 
respect of the  child development. It is important to 
overcome the problems such as language issues or 
transportation difficulties to get parent involve into 
the school. These kinds of barriers must be reduced 
by the School. 
Gender issue becomes another problem for parent 
involvement. Levels of father`s involvement in 
children’s education life is lower than mother`s 
involvement. According to a report of the Department 
for Children, Schools and Families (2008), fathers do 
not have daily direct interaction time with their 
children. Researchers also pointed out that father`s 
involvement is getting decreased and they suggest 
that fathers involve (more often than mothers) in 
particular  types of activities with their children’s out 
of school times such as building and repairing 
hobbies, maths and physical games like football or 
basketball. However, fathers help less often with 
homework than mothers help or they know less about 
their children`s school information than mother does. 
According to the report, there is a significant reason 
behind that which was explained as follows, women 
have deeper interest than men in order to solve 

problems regarding family life. Even if womenhave 
full time job, they feel more responsible for their 
children than fathers. When they are at work they call 
to babysitter or the person who is looking after 
children to make sure their kids are doing well 
(Wrigley, 2003).  To sum up, fathers’ involvement is 
more like to spend times with their children for 
outside activities whereas mother`s involvement is 
more about school activities. The definition of parent 
involvement in schooling is mother`s job. If children 
do not have any problem, mothers do not contact with 
father. Fathers only get involved with school, when 
their children get in trouble. During the school years, 
fathers have limited information regarding their 
children. Some of fathers even cannot remember 
when they are asked which grade his child is in 
(Wrigley, 2003).     
This situation is also same for disadvantaged 
children. An example was given by Julia 
Wrigley(2003) as follows, Jonathan was a student 
who needs special education.  His mother worked 
sometimes in the evening time as a nurse. She had 
strong connection with school for example; she 
sometimes voluntarily attended classroom activities. 
Therefore, his mother became more aware about 
Jonathan’s homework than his father. When his 
mother was away from home, his father had to help 
Jonathan for his homework. His father accepted that 
he does not have enough ability to help Jonathan’s 
homework.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
As a conclusion in this paper, all reports and my own 
experiences prove that even if the parent involvement 
becomes a challenge for the school, it is deemed as 
one of the powerful effects on children`s learning 
particularly for disadvantaged children in the early 
childhood years. 
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