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Abstract— Wikipedia defines censorship as “suppression of speech or other public communication which may be 
considered objectionable, harmful, sensitive or inconvenient to the general body of people as determined by a government, 
media outlet or other controlling body”. 
All societies have forms of censorship, effective only with sufficient threat and severity of punishment for violating the 
censorship rule. It has been explained as a moral or legislative process by which society agrees to limit what an individual 
can do, say, think or see. 
In this paper we present our findings on Internet filtration and people’s awareness of what information to access and share 
online as per the internet control mechanisms imposed by the governments. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Initially mechanisms of Internet control were largely 
developed by members of the Internet community in 
the form of norms enforced with little or no 
intervention of courts or law enforcement. By 
avoiding government interference, the ambition was 
to achieve freedom of speech and freedom from 
prejudice. 
Increasingly however, Internet control mechanisms – 
including technical, legal, political and social tools – 
have been imposed by governments due to a 
perception that self-regulation is no longer sufficient 
to deal with challenges increasingly posed by the 
Internet. The task of casting light on censorship can 
be particularly challenging when governments 
deliberately disguise the type of censorship used. 
Governments use laws and intimidation to cause 
individuals to self-censor rather than directly 
censoring content. They couple surveillance with 
content removal or blocking so that people are aware 
of both the government monitoring and the limits of 
acceptable behavior. 
 
The technical measures set the limits and the risk of 
punishment keeps individuals from testing them. As 
such, just because something is not blocked doesn’t 
mean that many people will exploit this freedom. 
 
II. HYPOTHESIS 
 
In June 2000, the Indian Parliament created the 
Information Technology (IT) Act to provide a legal 
framework to regulate Internet use and commerce, 
including digital signatures, security, and hacking. 
The act criminalizes the publishing of obscene 
information electronically. A 2008 amendment to the 
IT Act reinforced the government's power to block 
Internet sites and content and criminalized sending 
messages deemed inflammatory or offensive. 
To begin with we assume that  

 All users are well aware of the IT Act and 
know what information to access and share 
online. 

 
III. RESEARCH 
 
To test the above hypothesis we surveyed users from 
different age groups as mentioned below 
 

 
 
The following questions were asked to collect 
information from each user 

1. Do you know what Information 
Technology (IT) Act is? 

2. Do you know what information should 
not be accessed or shared online 
according to IT Act? 

IV. FINDINGS 
 
The survey showed that most of the users are familiar 
with the term Information Technology (IT) Act but 
they are not very sure about what information should 
not be accessed or shared online. Following tables 
have the information collected from users 
1. Do you know what Information Technology (IT) 
Act is? 
 

 
 
2. Do you know what information should not be 
accessed or shared online according to IT Act? 
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CONCLUSION 
 
The research shows that our hypothesis is incorrect. 
40% users from sample group are not aware of what 
information to access and share online as per the 
internet control mechanisms imposed by the 
governments. 

We further conclude that there is a need to spread 
awareness about government monitoring and the 
limits of acceptable behavior online so that users 
don’t step out of line and fall at risk. 
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